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2     The Good News

alking through the Lod Airport lobby near 
Tel Aviv was a wake-up call. It was June of 
1972. I had just stepped off the plane on my 

way to a summer’s work on an archaeological dig in Jerusalem.
Back home, only a week before, I had been glued to the story. Three 

Japanese Red Army terrorists, posing as tourists, had walked into 
the airport, unpacked their automatic firearms, then indiscriminately 
mowed down travelers and staff, slaughtering 24 and injuring 78 more. 

Now, actually standing in that same lobby, seeing bullet holes sprayed 
all over the walls, envisioning the bloodletting that had occurred right 
there—that drove reality home! This was a different world, one stoked 
by ancient hatred that keeps it hanging tenuously on the edge of life and 
death every day. A little different timing, I thought, and it could have 
been us caught in the cross fire of other people’s anger.

That was actually the first of two very different “wake-up calls”  

I experienced that summer in that small corner of the world. On one 
hand, as a young student on my first trip abroad, it began to register 
how real, and how dangerous, is our absolute inability to overcome 
our problems. (Nationality and religion aside, as fellow human beings, 
these are indeed our problems, not simply theirs.) 

On the other hand, walking where Jesus walked, and standing 
where He’s going to stand, ranks as one of the most inspiring experi-
ences of my life. God is in control of our destiny, and He promised 
that Jesus Christ will return to put an end to all this madness. Being 
there helped cement that reality too!

Watching the warfare in Lebanon recently resurrected these memo-
ries and confirmed some old conclusions: Nothing has changed (only, 
34 years later, the wedges are driven even deeper), and the same old 
irresolvable problems depend on the same single solution.

Watching world diplomats scramble between bitter enemies, trying 
to control fires—born of centuries-old enmities—before they rage out 
of control and engulf the entire world, is like watching reruns of past 
efforts that only temporarily papered over the problems.

One Jewish leader assessed it this way: “Everybody sees a difficulty 
in the question of relations between Arabs and Jews. But not everybody 
sees that there is no solution to this question. No solution! There is a 
gulf, and nothing can bridge it . . . We, as a nation, want this country  
to be ours; the Arabs, as a nation, want this country to be theirs.”

What makes this statement so remarkable is that it was spoken by 
David Ben-Gurion—in 1919! Any politician could declare the same 
thing on this evening’s news and it would ring just as true. Some 
things simply don’t change—especially the nature of humanity that 
regularly sets the world on fire.

So, are we hopeless? Was Ben-Gurion’s fatalism correct? If I had 
to place confidence in humanity’s ability to make peace, I’d be a card-
carrying pessimist. But you won’t find anyone more optimistic, more 
hopeful for the future, more confident that world peace lies ahead, 
than those of us who are listening to what God says about this, and 
thus looking beyond today’s troubles.

He, too, has a peace plan. It’s not one of building high walls to keep 
people away from each other’s throats, but one of building right hearts. 
The world desperately needs this wake-up call! Stay with us, and see 
how God is going to make it happen!

                                              —Clyde Kilough, Church president
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   Some Things Don’t Change

Some things simply don’t change—especially 
the nature of humanity that regularly sets  
the world on fire. 
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Y
our life will eventually 
be affected by events in 
Israel and the Middle East. 
Even if you couldn’t locate 
Lebanon, Gaza and Israel 
on a world map. Even if 

you have absolutely no interest in current 
affairs. No matter. Important aspects of 
your future will be determined by what 
occurs in this volatile part of the world.  

The focus of the political world is largely 
on tiny Lebanon, which, not for the first time, 
is the setting for battles over issues not really 
its own. Practically speaking, Lebanon has 
been a vassal state for at least 30 years. 

The most recent crisis was sparked when 
Hamas forces tunneled under the border 
between Israel and Gaza, attacked an out-
post and kidnapped an Israeli soldier. This 
followed almost a year of Hamas’ rain-
ing down rockets on southern Israel after 
Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza. 

It widened to Lebanon when Hezbol-
lah fighters launched a rocket attack and 
cross-border raid, killing eight Israeli 
soldiers and kidnapping two others. Then 
when Israel retaliated, Hezbollah began fir-
ing indiscriminate rocket barrages that hit 
Haifa, Tiberias and other cities in the north 
of the country. 

As the Lebanese crisis accelerated, the 
usual calls for a cease-fire and peacekeep-
ing forces from the UN soon began in 
earnest. Condemnation of Israel soon fol-
lowed. Spanish Prime Minister José Luis 
Rodríguez Zapatero censured Israel’s Gaza 
and Lebanon strikes (El Pais, July 15). 
Other European nations grew furious  
with Israel just as they were in the early 
1980s when Israel first invaded Lebanon  
in response to terror attacks. 

A base for attacking northern Israel 

History reminds us of what has hap-
pened in Lebanon beginning more than 
35 years ago. In the early winter of 1969 
Lebanese authorities and Yasser Arafat 
concluded an agreement that allowed his 

followers in Lebanon to carry out their 
armed struggle against Israel. (Lebanon  
did not terminate this agreement until 
1987.) Then in 1970, after its bloody 
expulsion from Jordan, the PLO moved its 
headquarters to Lebanese soil from where 
it continued to attack Israel. 

Eight years later the Israeli Defense 
Forces entered Lebanon after an attack by 
PLO militants killed 37 Israeli civilians. 
Then in late 1982 a Lebanese Shiite Mus-
lim suicide bomber killed 141 Israelis at 
their military headquarters in Tyre. 

British historian Martin Gilbert sums  
up the events of the 1982-83 war: “The costs 
of the Lebanese war had been high for all 
combatants . . . an estimated 6,000 PLO 
troops had been killed, as had 460 Lebanese 
civilians, 600 Syrian troops and 368 Israeli 
soldiers” (Israel: A History, 1998, p. 512).

Israel finally completely withdrew from 
Lebanese territory in May 2000. In the 

power vacuum created by the withdrawal 
from southern Lebanon, the Iranian- 
supported Hezbollah—Arabic for “party  
of God”—essentially set up a state within  
a state along the northern border of Israel.

Clearly, whether it was the PLO of 
yesteryear or Hezbollah today, Lebanon 
has consistently allowed—or proved too 
weak to stop—armed incursions and rocket 
attacks against northern Israel. 

Israel, seeing Hezbollah amass an arse-
nal of more than 10,000 rockets to be used 
against it, apparently decided enough is 
enough and hit back hard. The state of 
Israel, always fighting for its very survival, 
found itself waging a very difficult war 
against a notorious, well-armed terrorist 
group that hides among civilians. 

Hezbollah, though badly mauled by 
Israel, did something no Muslim fighting 
force had done in more than a generation 
—successfully survived an onslaught from Ph
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GOOD NEWS FEATURE • The Middle East in Confl ict :  How Will  It  End?

The Middle East in Conflict:  
How Will It End?
In the wake of the latest war, Time magazine asked the right questions: “What is it about the Mid-
dle East that makes the conflicts so intractable? Why the hate and where’s the healing?” (July 24).

by John Ross Schroeder

�     The Good News

Hezbollah, though badly mauled by Israel, did some-
thing no Muslim fighting force had done in more  
than a generation—successfully survived an onslaught 
from the powerful Israeli military .



the powerful Israeli military. As a result, 
Islamic political aspirations have shifted 
from the traditional Arab powers to radical 
terrorist organizations like Hezbollah and 
Hamas and their primary backer, Iran. 

Will history repeat itself?

Israeli foreign minister Tzipi Livni 
summed up the seriousness of the  
Lebanese situation for Newsweek maga-
zine: “Hizbullah is a threat to the region 
and to the international community. It is 

the long arm of Iran that wants to keep 
an open front with Israel in order to 
destabilize the region. In UN resolutions 
1559 and 1680, it was stated that there 
was a need for the Lebanese government 
to extend its sovereignty over the entire 
(country of) Lebanon and to dismantle 
all militias including Hizbullah” (July 31, 
emphasis added throughout).

But not only was Hezbollah not dis-
armed after the previous Israeli with-
drawal, it used the lack of hostilities to 
build a massive arsenal of weaponry sup-
plied by Iran and Syria, including modern 
Russian antitank missiles that proved 
deadly to Israeli armored vehicles. 

Practically speaking, Lebanon is so 
weakened by years of civil war and  
occupation that it could not then—and 
cannot now—disarm Hezbollah without 
the aid of Israel, the cooperation of  
Syria and Iran, and a reliable and heavily 
armed peacekeeping force. Sadly the UN 
peacekeeping record is undistinguished. 
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a Coming divine deliverance for israel

T he introduction to The Illustrated Atlas of Jew-
ish Civilization states that “Jews are no longer 
cut off, as they once were over a century ago, 

from their fellow-Jews in what were then distant 
lands. Today air travel, television and the telephone, 
as well as computer-based communications, cover 
Jews in a protective shield. An indignity or a danger 
to the community can be known within hours and 
combatted within days” (2003, p. 7, emphasis added 
throughout). 

The active support of the Jewish community in 
Britain for Israel’s actions in Lebanon approached 90 
percent in August. Yet realistically there is not much 
these patriots can do to influence the outcome of such 
conflicts in the Holy Land.

The state of Israel should not be overconfident in 
its military prowess or its economic success. As the 
biblical proverb says, “The horse is prepared against 
the day of battle, but safety is of the Lord” (Proverbs 
21:31, King James Version).  

British journalist Clifford Longley recently wrote:  
“Israel’s existence is precarious. It is largely friendless 
in the Middle East where anti-Semitism is rampant, 
and has been under siege, since its inception . . . Israel 
ought to be regarded as a frontier post in the defence 
of Western civilisation. Yet for some reason Israel is 
routinely treated in most of the British media as verging 
on a pariah state itself” (The Tablet, July 22). 

As the recent conflict now demonstrates, the 
regional forces arrayed against the modern state of 
Israel are very formidable. It may alarm some to learn 
that Bible prophecy says things are going to go awry in 
the long run. Indeed Israel’s future in the Middle East 
is a dire one prior to God’s intervention. 

Passages in the Gospel accounts and the Hebrew 
prophets reveal that Jerusalem will be surrounded 
by armies and trodden down by gentile nations (Luke 
21:20, 24; Zechariah 14:2). Yet deliverance will come! 

The Bible promises divine deliverance

Many biblical prophecies promise messianic deliv-
erance to the Jewish nation. No portion of the Old 
Testament focuses on this promised deliverance more 
than the Minor Prophets (not minor in importance, 
as the term merely distinguishes these 12 relatively 
short books from the three Major Prophets—Isaiah, 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel). 

Let’s consider these promises in four of the Minor 
Prophets: Joel, Amos, Zephaniah and Zechariah (all 
quotes are taken from the New International Version). 

Verse 31 of Joel 2 gives us the overall context in 
terms of world events: “The sun will be turned to dark-
ness and the moon to blood before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord.” 

This is a period of extreme world troubles. Then 
the passages that follow promise divine deliverance: 
“And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there 
will be deliverance, as the Lord has said, among the 
survivors whom the Lord calls” (verse 32). 

The next chapter provides more detail. “In those 
days and at that time [a period of world upheaval] 
when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 
I will gather all nations and bring them down to the 

Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will enter into judgment 
against them concerning my inheritance, my people 
Israel, for they scattered my people among the nations 
and divided up my land” (Joel 3:1-2). 

The concluding verse of Amos provides us with 
yet another way of viewing this end-time prophecy: 
“‘I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be 
uprooted from the land I have given them,’ says the 
Lord your God” (Amos 9:15).

Zephaniah follows with his own messianic contri-
bution to the overall story. “Sing, O daughter of Zion; 
shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all 
your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has 
taken away your punishment, he has turned back your 
enemy. The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you; never 
again will you fear any harm . . . The Lord your God is 
with you, he is mighty to save” (Zephaniah 3:14-17). 

This passage speaks of the Messiah, later clearly 
identified as Jesus Christ of Nazareth in the New 
Testament. 

Zechariah’s encouraging prophecies

The book of Zechariah hones in on the future deliv-
erance of the Jewish nation more than any other of the 
12 books of the Minor Prophets. We begin in chapter 
8. “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘I am very 
jealous for Zion; I am burning with jealousy for her.’ 
This is what the Lord says: ‘I will return to Zion and 
dwell in Jerusalem’” (verses 2-3). This is a specific 
prophecy about the second coming of Jesus Christ, 
the Anointed One and true Messiah. 

“Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth . . . 
The city streets will be filled with boys and girls playing 
there [without fear of terrorist strikes]” (verses 3-5). 

Continue in chapter 9: “But I will defend my house 
against marauding forces. Never again will an oppres-
sor overrun my people, for now I am keeping watch” 
(verse 8). 

The story follows on in chapter 12. “The Lord will 
save the dwellings of Judah first . . . On that day the 
Lord will shield those who live in Jerusalem . . . On 
that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that 
attack Jerusalem. And I will pour out on the house 
of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of 
grace and supplication” (Zechariah 12:7-10). 

Finally the last chapter describes the ushering 
in of Christ’s reign: “I will gather all the nations to 
Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured 
. . . Then the Lord will go out and fight against those 
nations . . .” (Zechariah 14:1-3). 

In the long term, a wonderful future is prophesied 
even for the remnant of Israel’s enemies. “Then the 
survivors from all the nations that have attacked 
Jerusalem will go up year after year to worship the 
King, the Lord Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast 
of Tabernacles” (Zechariah 14:16). This annual festi-
val portrays the divine rule of the Kingdom of God on 
earth and all the prosperity and plenty that Christ’s 
1,000-year reign will bring to mankind. 

To understand this overall prophetic picture in 
much more detail, be sure to request or download our 
free booklets The Gospel of the Kingdom, God’s Holy 
Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind and 
You Can Understand Bible Prophecy. 

An Israeli mother walks past blood 
on the floor at the scene of a Hez-
bollah rocket attack in the northern 
Israeli city of Acre.
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Will a new international peacekeeping 
force in southern Lebanon really produce 
any lasting peace in the area? The UN force 
that has been in place in southern Lebanon 
for years, 2,000-strong at the latest outbreak 
of hostilities, has proved utterly powerless 
to influence Hezbollah. In the latest round 
of fighting, Hezbollah guerillas cynically 
used UN posts in southern Lebanon as 
cover for firing rockets into Israel.

A Sunday Times feature article con-
cluded that “there is little in the history of 
the past 30 years to suggest that a ‘stabili-
sation force’ or a buffer zone will produce 
any lasting peace” (Aug. 6). This was even 
before Hezbollah fighters stated that they 
had no intention of disarming as called for 
in the latest UN resolution that brought  
a cease-fire. 

The growing danger posed by Iran

One lesson is evident from this latest 
war: Iran is warning the West that it had 
better not be ignored. Leon de Winter 
states in a feature article for The Wall 
Street Journal: “It is clear that the Iranian 
theocracy has set its sights far beyond its 
region. The rhetoric of the Iranian regime 
has been clear for years. As with Germany 

in the 1930s, anti-Semitism plays a key 
role in modern Iranian politics. 

“If Iran succeeds, its nuclear weapons 
will be controlled by people who believe 
that they should bring the End of Days 
closer—a notion not dissimilar to Hitler’s 
apocalyptic visions. An Iranian bomb 
threatens the very existence of Western 
civilization” (March 7). 

The primary targets are, of course, Israel 
and the United States—the latter at least 
presently beyond the reach of Iranian  
missiles. Israel is not so fortunate. 

In October 2005 Iran’s President 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad stated at a confer-
ence titled “The World Without Zionism” 
that “anybody who recognises Israel will 
burn in the fire of the Islamic nation’s fury 
[while] any Islamic leader who recognises 
the Zionist regime means he is acknowl-
edging the surrender and defeat of the 
Islamic world . . . As the Iman (Ayatollah 
Khomeini) said, Israel must be wiped off the 
map” (The Times [London], Oct. 28, 2005). 

Hezbollah’s fighting force has long been 
financed, trained and armed by Iran. Hez-
bollah leader Hassan Nasrallah echoed the 
same general sentiments on April 9, 2000: 
“The Jews invented the legend of the Nazi 
atrocities. Anyone who reads the Koran 
and the holy writings of the monotheistic 
religions sees what they did to the proph-
ets, and what acts of madness and slaughter 
the Jews carried out throughout history . . . 

“Anyone who reads these texts cannot 
think of co-existence with them, of peace 
with them, or about accepting their pres-
ence, not only in Palestine of 1948 but even 

in a small village in Palestine, because they 
are a cancer which is liable to spread again 
at any moment.” 

Two years later, in comments to Leb-
anon’s Daily Star, he said, “If they (the 
Jews) all gather in Israel, it will save us 
the trouble of going after them worldwide” 
(quoted by Michael Rubin, “Eradication 
First, Before Diplomacy,” National Review 
Online, July 17). 

Over the years Islamic leaders have 
made many statements about wiping out 
the state of Israel. On May 26, 1967, just 
before the Six-Day War started, Egypt’s 
President Gamal Abdel Nasser proclaimed, 
“Our basic objective is to destroy Israel” 
(quoted by Martin Gilbert, Challenge  
to Civilization, 1999, p. 366). 

An axis of hatred—not peace

In an Aug. 3 feature article carried in 
the Daily Mirror, British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair declared that “the flames and 
destruction in the Middle East are painful N
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Coming: a massive european 
intervention in the middle east

According to International Herald Tribune columnist Judy Dempsey, Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel recommended to Berlin cabinet offi-
cers that the Fatherland not support a NATO peacekeeping venture in 

Lebanon because it would be “too strongly identified with the United States” 
(Aug. 1).  

Germany is also cool to an EU peacekeeping force. In fact, as a whole 
“Europe has no stomach for such a force despite its strong economic and 
political ties to the region . . . Most EU countries will be unwilling militarily and 
politically to enter into the fray” (ibid.). 

European nations are concerned about internal Islamic reaction to an EU or 
even a NATO force. The deputy leader of the Reichstag (the German parlia-
ment), Wolfgang Bosbach, stated that “there are at least 900 supporters of 

Hezbullah and 300 of Hamas in our country. We are being very careful.”
But Bible prophecy shows that the time will come when the “king of the 

North,” the leader of an emerging European-centered superpower, will inter-
vene in the Middle East by sending a military force there. Apparently that 
time is not yet. Europe’s democracies now have a mind to let the UN sort 
things out. 

Yet the Bible foretells that the heart of Europe will eventually revert to a 
dictatorship. And the head of that government, as well as the government itself, 
is referred to as “the Beast.” Prophecy foretells a seventh and final rebirth of 
the ancient Roman Empire in Europe—a confederation of 10 nations ruled 
by a superdictator and a charismatic religous leader the Bible calls “the False 
Prophet” (Revelation 17:12-13; 19:20). This coming power will not hesitate to 
take firm action in the Middle East. 

To understand much more, please request or download our free booklets 
The Middle East in Bible Prophecy, The Book of Revelation Unveiled and Are We 
Living in the Time of the End?

A Lebanese woman carries her son as she inspects a house in the southern 
Lebanese town of Nabatiyeh destroyed in the recent Hezbollah-Israel war.
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to watch. The bloodshed and misery we 
see on our TV screens are a haunting daily 
reminder of the hatred and aggression that 
exists in our world.” How tragically true!

In a speech delivered to the World 
Affairs Council in Los Angeles Aug. 1, 
the prime minister referred to “an arc 
of extremism now stretching across the 
Middle East and clutching with increasing 
definition countries far outside that region” 

(The Sunday Times, Aug. 6). 
The whole Middle East is now rife with 

violent hot spots. Any of several unre-
solved issues could escalate into disastrous 
conflagrations. 

A nagging worry of both the past and 
present is the fact that unstable nations  
like Iran and Iraq are perched atop multiple 
billions of barrels of oil, the energy source 
that makes the world go ’round. 

In fact, the world’s eyes have been 
focused on the Middle East ever since the 
1974 oil embargo showed how vulnerable 
the global economy is to black gold. Yet 

today they are also focused on the Middle 
East because it is the primary source of 
fanatical religious extremism that threatens 
to overthrow if not destroy entire countries.

The Iranian revolution that overthrew 
the shah in 1979 started a chain of events 
that ultimately led us to the box canyon 
the world finds itself in now. Iran’s current 
leader proclaims Iran to be in its “second 
revolution,” having rolled back reforms 

and returned to the ideals of revolutionary 
leader Ayatollah Khomeini. 

What Bible prophecy reveals

British Prime Minister Tony Blair has 
good reason for feeling that Europe—and 
indeed all of Western civilization—is 
threatened by trends in the Middle East. 

Europe has already come under pressure 
due to insecure and uncertain oil supplies 
so vital to the wellbeing of its economies. 
European nations are already vulnerable 
to the whims of the Russian Federation 
regarding essential natural gas supplies. 

Britain has also experienced the carnage 
of terror attacks on its own soil, having 
seen 52 die and some 700 be injured in 
suicide bombings in the London subways 
in July 2005. Spain experienced an even 
more horrifying attack in March 2004 
when 192 were killed and 2,050 injured in 
train bombings in Madrid. Several other 
European countries have experienced 
small-scale attacks or broken up terror cells 
within their borders. 

This past August, British counterterror-
ist units foiled a plot to blow up jetliners 
after they left Britain bound for the United 
States—an act of mass murder apparently 
designed to eclipse the number of deaths 
from the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

But whatever the specific cause, the 
Bible shows that ultimately the world will 
see a head-on collision between a unified 
Europe and the Middle East. 

Eventually Israel itself will become  
subject to this European-centered super-
power (the “king of the North”) who will 
invade the Holy Land as a result of a 
“push” by the “king of the South” (most 
probably leading an Islamic group of Arab 
nations) as foretold in Daniel 11:40-45. 
Armageddon will be in the making.

Jerusalem a burden for all peoples 

One particular passage in the Bible 
expresses the whole range of troubles that 
has plagued the Middle East for centuries 
—and will continue to do so until the end 
of this age of man. 

God says through one of His prophets 
that He would “make Jerusalem a bur-
densome stone for all people: all that 
burden themselves with it shall be cut to 
pieces, though all the people of the earth 
be gathered against it” (Zechariah 12:3, 
King James Version). 

But diplomats, world leaders and even 
Continued on page 25

 recommended reading
Why has the Middle East so long 
been a trouble spot? Why does it 
continue to dominate our headlines? 
The roots of its ancient antagonisms 
go back all the way to Genesis, the 
first book of the Bible. And, ironically 
enough, the solutions are found in 
Revelation, the Bible’s last book. 
You need to know how events in the 
Middle East will affect your life and 
the lives of your loved ones. Request or download your free 
copy of The Middle East in Bible Prophecy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request 
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets
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media Blitz  
against israel

The UN-mandated cease-fire between Israel 
and Hezbollah has evoked a media frenzy (at 
least in Britain), with one article feverishly 

following another as observers seek to explain 
the significance of what is perceived as the first 
real Israeli battlefield failure. Some sample titles 
and subtitles from various newspapers and online 
articles are instructive:

• “Cease-Fire: Shaking Core Beliefs in the 
Middle East”

• “Israel’s Verdict: We Lost the War”
• “Israel’s Hollow Victory in Lebanon”
• “The Lebanon conflict has prompted anti-

Israeli commentators in the Muslim world to 
demand drastic action against the Israelis—and 
against Jews worldwide”

• “Viewers have been fed a diet of partisan 
coverage which treats Israel as the good guys and 
their Hezbollah enemy as the incarnation of evil”

• “The uncertain end to the war may force 
Israel to seek negotiated solutions”

Nonetheless, the Stratfor Geopolitical Intelli-
gence Report (online) stated that “an extraordi-
nary thing happened . . . An Israeli army faced an 
Arab army and did not defeat it—did not render it 
incapable of resistance.” 

The conclusion to the report was that “if the 
current outcome stands, it will mean that there 
has been a tremendous [political] earthquake 
in the Middle East. It is cheap and easy to talk 
about historic events. But when a reality that has 
dominated a region for 58 years is shattered, it 
is historic.”

We should, however, consider one or two 
qualifying thoughts. First, previous Israeli mili-
tary ventures into Lebanon have produced mixed 
results—not clear victories. Secondly, note the 
nature of the enemy. Hezbollah is a terrorist group 
(not a regular army), often disguising its members 
as civilians, carrying on its activities amid ordinary 
Lebanese citizens. 

Nevertheless, whatever preliminary conclu-
sions we may put forward, there is little doubt 
that Hezbollah won hearts and minds. With few 
exceptions Israel is mostly pictured in this whole 
scenario as the bad guy. It looks very much like 
the Israelis fell into a trap set by the Iranians, 
sponsors of Hezbollah. 

The Economist called the conflict “the acci-
dental war,” but background facts seem to tell 
us that the conflagration was planned from the 
time Israel withdrew from southern Lebanon in 
May 2000. The overall result looks ominous. 
Hezbollah, like Hamas before it, has become a 
political force. And the new Israeli government 
has been shaken, evidently losing popular sup-
port. Furthermore, what has occurred has made 
Islamic extremists more determined than ever to 
drive Israel into the sea. 

One Lebanese woman pledged her two sons 
to Hezbollah even though they don’t want to join. 
Statements about fighting to the death abound. 

A third of the Jewish people perished during 
the Holocaust of the 1940s perpetrated by the 
Nazis. Now anti-Semitic forces are again gather-
ing strength throughout the world, and the state 
of Israel is a tempting target. 

However, the long-term outcome is not in doubt 
(see “A Coming Divine Deliverance for Israel” on 
page 5).   



radical islam: An Arc of Extremism 
That Threatens the Globe
In an Aug. 1 speech, British Prime Minister Tony Blair warned of an “arc of extremism” that 
extends across much of the Islamic world posing a very real threat to Western civilization.  
How great is this threat, and where is it leading? 

The world has long been fascinated 
by the four horsemen of the Apoc-
alypse, representing a sequence 
of end-time events foretold in the 

book of Revelation, the last book of the 
Bible. You can read about them in the 
sixth chapter.

The first horseman rides a white horse 
and carries a bow, “and a crown was given 
to him, and he went out conquering and 
to conquer” (Revelation 6:2). This horse-
man symbolizes false religion, which often 
can have a political component. Jesus 
Christ said that His Kingdom was not of 
this world (John 18:36). In stark contrast, 
false religions are often very political. The 
system prophesied here is also political, 
symbolized by the horseman’s crown.

It’s interesting to note that when Jesus 
Christ was asked about the sign of His 
second coming (Matthew 24:3), His first 
response was to warn the disciples of false 
religion—later explaining that false proph-
ets and even false Christ figures would 
arise (verses 4-5, 24). 

Jesus, in verses 4-8, showed that false 
religion inevitably leads to armed conflict, 
which in turn leads to famine and pestilence 
—disease epidemics. 

In Revelation 6 we see the same 
sequence—false religion being followed 
closely by war, symbolized by a horseman 
riding a red horse (verse 4).

The third horseman rides a black horse, 
carrying “a pair of scales in his hand” 
(verse 5), symbolic of the famine that  
often follows war. In time of war, farmland 
is neglected or trampled on by invading 
armies; distribution systems and econo-
mies are disrupted. It’s no wonder that 
famine is the result.

Then a lack of adequate nutrition weak-
ens people, resulting in disease epidemics. 
This is symbolized by the fourth horse-
man, riding a sickly-looking pale horse 
(verse 8).

A look back at the 20th century enables 
us to see that this sequence has been  
followed before. 

Nationalism, communism and fascism 
were three false religions or ideologies—
false saviors—that led to war, famine and 
disease epidemics. All three “isms” are 
now discredited by history, but not before 
tens of millions died in brutal wars and 
their inevitable tragic consequence. Tens 
of millions of people followed false “mes-
siahs” claiming they would lead them to a 
perfect society that would last forever.

Now, in the 21st century, we see another 
false religious system starting the same 

sequence of events. Because the West no 
longer takes religion seriously, it is dif-
ficult for people in Western countries to 
understand people who do, so there is  
little comprehension of the dire threat  
to Western civilization that comes from 
radical Islam.

Radical Islam on the rise 

Three major conflicts are now being 
fought by democratic Western nations 
against radical Islam—in Afghanistan, 
Iraq and in and around Israel. While many 
in the West are hostile to Israel, the fact 
remains that Israel is a Western-oriented 
nation with a pluralistic society and demo-
cratic form of government that goes back 
to the foundation of the nation in 1948. 

Israelis are in a conflict with Hezbol-
lah, Hamas and various smaller groups, all 
radical Islamic terrorist organizations that 
are dedicated to the total eradication of the 
nation of Israel. Many are backed by Iran, 
a theocratic nation that espouses radical 
Shiite Islam. 

The president of Iran has repeatedly 

threatened the destruction of Israel. The 
Tehran government also backs various 
factions in Iraq, where sectarian violence 
between Shia and Sunni Muslims increas-
ingly threatens a full-scale civil war  
in the country.

Because so many in the West are hos-
tile to Israel and blame the Israelis for the 
constant conflict with Hamas, Hezbollah 
and other factions, they view the recent 
war between Israel and Lebanon separately 
from the other two major conflicts in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

Many in the West also separate the con-
flicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. Some coun-

tries are quite supportive of the Afghan 
war but critical of the war in Iraq. In other 
words, the West is divided in dealing with 
three conflicts that all involve radical Islam. 

The only commonality that many in the 
West see in all three conflicts is failures in 
U.S. foreign policy. But is it that simple?

Fourteen centuries of conflict

The religion known as Islam is almost 
1,400 years old. It started with Muham-
mad, who claimed to receive visions 
beginning in A.D. 610. The revelations he 
received led to the birth of Islam, which in 
Arabic means “submission”—submission 
to Allah.

Muhammad died in A.D. 632. In his 
farewell address to his followers in March 
of that year, he is reported to have said,  
“I was ordered to fight all men until they 
say ‘There is no god but Allah.’” 

By the end of the seventh century his 
followers had spread out from the Ara-
bian Peninsula, conquering territories and 
forcing people to convert to their new 
religion, right across North Africa and east 

“We have seen a people who love death more than life, 
and to whom this world holds not the slightest attraction.”

8     The Good News



and north into the Persian and Byzantine 
empires. 

Professor Efraim Karsh, head of the 
Mediterranean Studies Program at King’s 
College, University of London, notes what 
a group of Byzantine officials in Egypt 
said of the invading Arab armies: “We have 
seen a people who love death more than 
life, and to whom this world holds  
not the slightest attraction” (Islamic  
Imperialism: A History, 2006, p. 23). 

“The great Muslim historian and soci-
ologist Abdel Rahman Ibn Khaldun (d[ied] 
1406) expressed the same idea in a some-
what more elaborate form: ‘When people 
possess the (right) insight into their affairs, 
nothing can withstand them, because  
their outlook is one and they share a unity 
of purpose for which they are willing to 
die” (ibid.). 

Throughout the centuries the followers of 
Muhammad have shown an incredible zeal 
to spread their religion around the globe. 
Today, theirs is the fastest-growing religion 
in many parts of the world, including the 
nations of Western Europe.

Clashes between Islam and Europe

Exactly 100 years after the death of 
Muhammad, Islamic forces were defeated 
near Paris by Charles Martel, the grandfa-
ther of Charlemagne. However, they were 
to remain in Spain for centuries.

Islam repeatedly clashed with the Catho-
lic and Orthodox worlds down through  
the centuries. In 1095, following centuries 
that saw the spread of Islam into the Holy 
Land and other areas, Pope Urban II called 
on Europeans to launch a “crusade” to 
recover the Holy Land. 

Over two centuries of conflict followed. 
The Muslim leader Saladin, who drove 
the crusaders out of Jerusalem, promised 
in January 1189, “I shall cross this sea to 

their islands to pursue them until there 
remains no one on the face of the earth 
who does not acknowledge Allah” (quoted 
by Karsh, p. 1).

In the 16th and 17th centuries, Islamic 
forces under the Ottoman Turks took con-
trol of the Balkans and Hungary before 
being repulsed at the gates of Vienna— 
in the heart of Europe—on two separate 
occasions.

These periods of Islamic expansion 
all took place before the existence of the 
United States. So the conflicts between 
Islam and the West could hardly be blamed 
on U.S. foreign policy!

In the 19th century the Ottoman Empire 
was in decline, enabling European pow-
ers to dominate parts of the Middle East. 
Following the fall of the Ottoman Empire 
at the end of World War I, many regions it 
controlled were put under the jurisdiction 
of the British and French.

After World War II, the area saw  
the birth of Arab nationalism (and many 
new countries), which pushed the colonial  
powers out of the region. 

The United States, which had now 
reached its ascendancy, became more 
involved in the region, particularly in 
backing the new nation of Israel. But it 
wasn’t long before disillusionment with 
Arab nationalism set in and people turned 
increasingly to radical fundamentalist Islam.

The Iranian revolu-
tion of 1979 was a major 
turning point and a criti-
cal failure of U.S. for-
eign policy at the time. 
The pro-Western shah 
of Iran was overthrown 
by the forces of radical 
Islam, and Iran became 
a theocratic state with 
real power in the hands 
of the clerics. Their influ-
ence has since grown 
throughout the region, 
leading to an “arc of 
extremism” stretching 
from Afghanistan to the 
Mediterranean. 

At the time of the 
revolution, Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, the 
first leader of the new 
Iran, pledged: “We will 
export our revolution 
throughout the world . . . 

until the calls ‘there is no god but Allah 
and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah’ 
are echoed all over the world” (quoted by 
Karsh, p. 1).

What’s at the root of the hostility?

Americans only really woke up to the 
reality of radical Islam with the attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001, perpetrated by the al-Qaeda 
terrorist organization. 

Two months later its leader, Osama bin 
Laden, proclaimed his motivation for the 
attacks: “I was ordered to fight the people 
until they say there is no god but Allah, 
and his prophet Muhammad” (quoted by 
Karsh, p. 1). Many, however, blamed the 
attacks on U.S. foreign policy, failing to 
see them as part of a historic continuum 
that began 14 centuries ago! 

As Professor Karsh puts it in his book 
Islamic Imperialism: A History: “The 9/11 
attacks have inspired two diametrically 
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A young boy wearing the green colors of Hamas wields an American-made assault rifle as 
thousands of Hamas supporters celebrate Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza in September 2005.  
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opposed interpretations regarding their 
‘root causes.’ According to the first  
school of thought, the attacks were the  
latest salvo in the millenarian ‘clash of 
civilizations’ between the worlds of Islam  
and Christendom . . . 

“Not so, argues a vast cohort of academ-
ics, journalists, writers, and retired diplo-
mats. The attacks were a misguided, if not 
wholly inexplicable, response to America’s 
arrogant and self-serving foreign policy 
by a fringe extremist group, whose violent 
interpretation of Islam has little to do  
with the actual spirit and teachings of this 
religion” (ibid., pp. 1-2).

The flaws in the second view are evident 
from the fact that it’s not just the West  
that has suffered attacks. Secular India, 
home to the world’s second-largest Islamic 
community, has not escaped. The devas-
tating Bombay train bombings that killed 
more than 200 and injured 700 others on 
July 11 were the work of Muslim separat-
ists seeking to wrest control of Kashmir 
away from India. 

Further east and south, Islamic extrem-
ists have staged terrorist attacks in Thai-
land and the Philippines and against Aus-
tralian tourists on the Indonesian island 
of Bali (Indonesia has the largest Muslim 
population in the world). To the north, a 
particularly appalling terror attack took the 
lives of 186 schoolchildren and another 
158 civilians when Muslim terrorists took 
more than 1,300 hostages at a school  
in Beslan, Russia, in September 2004. 

To the west, 192 were killed and 2,050 
wounded in the Madrid train bombings in 
March 2004, and 52 died and some 700 
were injured in the London subway bomb-
ings in July 2005. Just weeks ago, British 
and American authorities broke up a plot  
to blow up a number of transatlantic airlin-
ers that, if successful, could have easily 
surpassed the death toll of 9/11. 

This is truly a worldwide conflict, 
impacting almost every region of the 
globe. But there is a singular failure on the 
part of Western nations to see the threat as 
universal, as their governments and citi-
zenry mostly isolate the different conflicts 
from one another.

Total victory over false religion

Islam explicitly denies the divinity of 
Jesus Christ, without whom salvation is not 
possible. As Acts 4:12 tells us, “There is no 
other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved.” Nor can one 
reconcile the many other direct contradictions 
between the Koran and the Bible (or between 

the Koran and history, for that matter).
The Bible shows us that Jesus Christ will 

soon reveal Himself to all as the Messiah. 
He will return to establish the Kingdom of 
God and save the planet from total destruc-
tion. As Jesus Christ Himself foretold 
in Matthew 24:22, “Unless those days 
were shortened, no flesh would be saved 
[alive]; but for the elect’s sake those days 
will be shortened.” We certainly appear to 
be entering that dangerous time in which 
humanity itself faces extinction. 

After His return, Jesus will establish the 
government and the laws of God through-
out the entire world. Everyone will at last 
learn God’s truth and obey His laws—
which include “You shall not murder” and 
“You shall have no other gods before Me” 
(Exodus 20:3, 13).

Then a most remarkable thing will  
take place: “It shall come to pass that 
everyone who is left of all the nations 
which came against Jerusalem shall go up 
from year to year to worship the King, the 
Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of 
Tabernacles” (Zechariah 14:16). 

The Feast of Tabernacles is a biblical 
festival commanded for all true believers 
(Leviticus 23:34). It looks forward to the 
coming millennial rule of Jesus Christ, 
when peace will replace the constant  
warfare of man’s rule. 

Continuing in Zechariah 14, we read that 
even those in nations that are today Islamic 
will have to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 
“And it shall be that whichever of the fami-
lies of the earth do not come up to Jeru-
salem to worship the King, the Lord of 
hosts, on them there will be no rain. If the 
family of Egypt will not come up and enter 
in, they shall have no rain” (verses 17-18).

Only when there is one universal  
religion—the true religion of the Bible— 
will the world enjoy true and permanent 
peace.  GN

Use our search tool so you can find 
material on any subject you want— 
marriage, family, biblical teachings,  
current events, prophecy, you name it. 
Feel free to download all these to your 
own computer so you can study them  
in depth, or request your own printed 
copies to be mailed to you.

While you’re 
there, be 
sure to take a 

look at our sister publications, Virtual 
Christian Magazine (available only on 
the Internet at www.vcmagazine.org) 
and World news and Prophecy. You’ll 
find them filled with helpful articles 
much like those 
you enjoy in the 
good news.

Discover a wealth of information 
today—visit us on the Web at:

If you like the good news magazine, 
you’ll love the good news Web site 
at www.gnmagazine.org.

You’ll find past issues of the good 
news, each packed with articles about 
world trends and events, family and 
social issues, prophecy in the news and 
the good news’ eye-opening, in-depth 
perspective of the Bible. 

There’s much more too. Explore our 
large library of booklets covering a  
wide variety of biblical, family and social 
issues and themes. Take a look at our 
publications in other languages— 
Spanish, German, Italian, French and 
Dutch (and feel free to share them with  
a friend overseas). 

www.gnmagazine.org
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 recommended reading
Why does the news out of the Middle 
East so often dominate the head-
lines? Why has this troubled region 
so long been a source of conflict, 
violence and bloodshed? Does Bible 
prophecy tell us where it will lead? 
You won’t find the answers in your 
newspaper or newsmagazines or 
your TV’s nightly news. But you will 
discover them in the pages of The 
Middle East in Bible Prophecy. A free copy is waiting for you!   

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request 
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets
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GOOD NEWS FEATURE • God’s Plan for World Peace: A Sure Thing!

Humanity’s past is the tragic story 
of man’s cruelty to man. Our 
present world is no better. We 
have witnessed several intrac-

table conflicts—one of which, the Middle 
East, again has tragically burst into the 
headlines in recent weeks. 

Last year alone, the world was plagued 
by 32 armed conflicts in which more than 
1,000 people have died. More than one in 
eight countries experienced violent armed 
conflict within its borders.

In the book of Isaiah, our Creator sums 
up our appalling inability to live at peace 
with each other: “Their feet run to evil, and 
they make haste to shed innocent blood; 
their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; 
wasting and destruction are in their paths. 
The way of peace they have not known, and 
there is no justice in their ways; they have 
made themselves crooked paths; whoever 
takes that way shall not know peace” (Isa-
iah 59:7-8, emphasis added throughout).

What an apt description of our world, a 
world whose only times of peace are those 
rare, brief interludes between wars.

It will not always be that way. Real,  
lasting peace is coming. But first we need  
a Peacemaker capable of enforcing an 
enduring peace. 

Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, will  
be that Peacemaker. That is His assigned 
mission and purpose! 

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
Son is given; and the government will be 
upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
called . . . Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of His government and peace there will be 
no end” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

A new government required for peace

Peace and good government are insepa-
rable. To bring peace to the world, Jesus 
Christ must return and assume control of 
all the nations and peoples on earth. At that 
time it will be said, “the kingdoms of this 
world [will] become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign 

forever and ever!” (Revelation 11:15).
The prophet Daniel foresaw Jesus Christ 

and this Kingdom in vision: “Then to 
Him was given dominion and glory and 
a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve Him. His dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and His kingdom the one which 
shall not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:14).

That’s our hope for peace—that Jesus 
Christ will return to change the world.  
And what a wonderful world it will be 
when He does!

Let’s examine the promise of that won-
derful world of the future. Let’s see what 
it will be like and learn how Jesus Christ 
will bring about world peace. Let’s also see 
why that peace will endure.

God’s first action to establish world 

peace will be to send, as the returning Mes-
siah, “Jesus, who must remain in heaven 
until the time of universal restoration that 
God announced long ago through his holy 
prophets” (Acts 3:20-21, New Revised 
Standard Version).

As the King of Kings He will immedi-
ately begin restoring God’s principles for 
managing the earth and the people on it. 
Throughout the prophecies of the Bible  
we find this promise of restoration and 
hope consistently presented as the only 
lasting solution to the problems and evils  
so graphically described by the prophets.

Jesus will return to the Mount of Olives, 
just east of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem 
(Zechariah 14:4). He will rapidly begin 
establishing His rule over all the earth, mak-
ing Jerusalem the capital of His government 

Jesus Christ is coming to change the world . He will 
rule over the earth with Jerusalem as His capital, from 
where He will enforce a lasting peace .

God’s Plan for World Peace:  
A Sure Thing!
Mankind’s agreements for enduring peace never last. But God has promised us a period  

of peace that will endure for 1,000 years. Can we realistically believe that promise? 

by Roger Foster
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(verses 9, 17). Once fully established, His 
rule will produce worldwide peace and justice 
that will last uninterrupted for 1,000 years.

During that time, the resurrected martyrs 
and saints of God will share with Him  
the supervision of this new era of peace 
(Revelation 3:21). The apostle John says 
plainly that they will reign “with Christ  
for a thousand years” (Revelation 20:4).

Jude passes along this prophecy: 
“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thou-
sands of His saints, to execute judgment on 
all, to convict all who are ungodly among 
them of all their ungodly deeds which they 
have committed” (Jude 14-15).

And Daniel says: “Then the kingdom 
and dominion, and the greatness of the 
kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people, the saints of the Most 
High. His kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom, and all dominions shall serve and 
obey Him” (Daniel 7:27).

God’s way of life will bring blessings

Jesus Christ will begin ruling from 
Jerusalem. The first people to experience 
the effects of His rule will be the peoples 
descended from ancient Israel. Jesus  
will immediately establish a permanent 
relationship with them. 

Through His prophets God prophesied 
this long ago: “Moreover I will make a 
covenant of peace with them, and it shall 
be an everlasting covenant with them; I 
will establish them and multiply them, and 
I will set My sanctuary in their midst . . . 
Indeed I will be their God, and they shall 
be My people. The nations also will know 
that I, the Lord, sanctify Israel, when My 
sanctuary is in their midst forevermore” 
(Ezekiel 37:26-28).

“‘For this is like the waters of Noah  
to Me; for as I have sworn that the waters 
of Noah would no longer cover the earth, 
so have I sworn that I would not be angry 
with you . . . My kindness shall not depart 
from you, nor shall My covenant of peace 
be removed,’ says the Lord, who has 
mercy on you” (Isaiah 54:9-10).

With Christ’s throne established in 
Jerusalem, the people of Israel will play 
an important role in helping other nations 
implement God’s ways. After forgiving all 
of their past sins, God will then use a truly 
humble and repentant Israel to spread the 
knowledge of His law to other nations. 

All of the world will be taught—and grad-
ually come under the administration of—a 
unified code of justice, the law of God. This 
massive reform of world rule will be coor-
dinated by Jesus Christ from Jerusalem.

Concerning the living descendants of 
Israel, God says: “I will heal them and 
reveal to them the abundance of peace 
and truth. And I will cause the captives of 
Judah and the captives of Israel to return, 
and will rebuild those places as at the first. 
I will cleanse them from all their iniquity 
by which they have sinned against Me,  
and I will pardon all their iniquities . . .

“Then [Jerusalem] shall be to Me a 
name of joy, a praise, and an honor before 
all nations of the earth, who shall hear  
all the good that I do to them; they shall 
fear and tremble for all the goodness and 
all the prosperity that I provide for it”  
(Jeremiah 33:6-9).

As the people of Israel learn to follow 
God’s ways, their example will powerfully 
influence other nations to begin living the 
same way of life and reap the same blessings. 

“‘Yes, many peoples and strong nations 
shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jeru-
salem, and to pray before the Lord.’ Thus 
says the Lord of hosts: ‘In those days ten 
men from every language of the nations shall 
grasp the sleeve of a Jewish man, saying, 
“Let us go with you, for we have heard that 
God is with you”’” (Zechariah 8:22-23).

Nations will see that obeying God’s law 
works. They will come to Jerusalem to 
learn how they can apply it in their own 
lands. “Many nations shall come and say, 
‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we 

shall walk in His paths.’ For out of Zion 
the law shall go forth, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem” (Micah 4:2).

During that time “the earth will be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9)

Fruits of applying right knowledge

With Jesus Christ in Jerusalem, the  
city will become the center of learning for 
the whole world. God’s Word, the Bible, 
will provide a solid foundation for the 
development of education and knowledge.

Notice some of the changes Christ will 
bring. Instead of reaping curses, people 
will see the land bring forth blessings. “So 
shall My word be that goes forth from My 
mouth; . . . it shall prosper in the thing for 
which I sent it. For you shall go out with 
joy, and be led out with peace; the moun-
tains and the hills shall break forth into 
singing before you, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands. 

“Instead of the thorn shall come up the 
cypress tree, and instead of the brier shall 
come up the myrtle tree; and it shall be 
to the Lord for a name, for an everlast-
ing sign that shall not be cut off” (Isaiah 
55:11-13).

Prosperity will greatly increase; crime 
and corruption will cease. “Instead of 
bronze I will bring gold, instead of iron I 
will bring silver, instead of wood, bronze, 
and instead of stones, iron. I will also 
make your officers peace, and your mag-
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This vision is not an illusion but a promised reality . 
Jesus Christ will return to spiritually transform this 
world and usher in a literal paradise .
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istrates righteousness. Violence shall no 
longer be heard in your land, neither wast-
ing nor destruction within your borders” 
(Isaiah 60:17-18).

Spiritual transformation of mankind

But it takes much more than mere knowl-
edge to bring peace and cooperation to 
mankind. A spiritual change must occur in 
all people. This transformation in the people 
of Israel will inspire other nations to admire 
their way of life and seek to emulate it.

God tells Israel: “For I will take you 
from among the nations, gather you out of 
all countries, and bring you into your own 
land. Then I will sprinkle clean water on 
you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse 
you from all your filthiness and from all 
your idols. 

“I will give you a new heart and put a 
new spirit within you; I will take the heart 
of stone out of your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within 
you and cause you to walk in My statutes, 
and you will keep My judgments and do 
them” (Ezekiel 36:24-27).

The spiritual restoration of humanity is 
the most important change that will occur 
during this millennial period. The Spirit 
of God will enable people to willingly and 
enthusiastically obey God from the heart. 
“But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, 
says the Lord: I will put My law in their 
minds, and write it on their hearts; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be My 
people” (Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 8:10).

God’s Spirit in people will produce phe-
nomenal social changes such as universal 
righteousness, honorable leadership and a 
stable society. “I will restore your judges 
as at the first, and your counselors as at the 
beginning. Afterward you shall be called 
the city of righteousness, the faithful city” 
(Isaiah 1:26).

These changes will be permanent, last-
ing for generations. “Also your people 
shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the 
land forever . . . A little one shall become  
a thousand, and a small one a strong 
nation. I, the Lord, will hasten it in its 
time” (Isaiah 60:21-22).

Each new generation will be prepared 
to carry on this tradition of righteousness. 
“All your children shall be taught by the 
Lord, and great shall be the peace of your 
children” (Isaiah 54:13).

Their example will be noticed and 
respected the world over. “Their descen-
dants shall be known among the Gentiles, 
and their offspring among the people. All 

who see them shall acknowledge them, 
that they are the posterity whom the Lord 
has blessed” (Isaiah 61:9).

As people from other nations see what 
happens in Jerusalem and its environs, they 
too will want to become the servants of the 
living God and humbly obey His laws: 

“Also the sons of the foreigner who join 
themselves to the Lord, to serve Him, and 
to love the name of the Lord, to be His 
servants—everyone who keeps from  
defiling the Sabbath, and holds fast My 
covenant—even them I will bring to My 
holy mountain, and make them joyful in 
My house of prayer . . . For My house shall  
be called a house of prayer for all nations” 
(Isaiah 56:6-7).

Finally the barriers between Israel and 
other nations will be broken. This will 
occur because they will all eventually real-
ize that “it is the power of God for the sal-
vation of everyone who believes: first for 
the Jews, then for the Gentile” (Romans 
1:16, New International Version). God is 
the God of all peoples (Romans 3:29).

Deception disappears

This wonderful spiritual rejuvenation 
in society could never last if God allowed 
Satan the devil to continue deceiving 
human beings as he now does (compare 
Revelation 12:9). Immediately after Christ 
returns, Satan—and all the demons work-
ing with him—will be restrained. God will 
completely remove their influence over 
mankind for the next 1,000 years.

“And I saw an angel coming down out 
of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and 
holding in his hand a great chain. He seized 
the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the 
devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thou-
sand years” (Revelation 20:1-2, NIV).

By eliminating the source of the confu-
sion that undermines and derails all attempts 
to bring peace to our world today, the spiri-
tual transformation of society in the coming 
Millennium will last. (For plain evidence of 
the devil’s existence be sure to request our 
free booklet Is There Really a Devil?)

As people all over the earth begin to 
obey God—first getting their spiritual  
priorities straight—they will realize 
unprecedented physical prosperity.

“Behold, the days are coming,” God 
says, “when the plowman shall overtake 
the reaper, and the treader of grapes him 
who sows seed; the mountains shall drip 
with sweet wine, and all the hills shall 
flow with it . . . They shall build the waste 
cities and inhabit them; they shall plant 
vineyards and drink wine from them; they 

shall also make gardens and eat fruit from 
them” (Amos 9:13-14).

Isaiah compares this time to a perpetual 
feast, offering the best of everything: “On 
this mountain the Lord of hosts will make 
for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast 
of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with 
marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear” 
(Isaiah 25:6, NRSV).

Notice also this beautiful description of 
those blessings yet to come: “They shall 
build houses and inhabit them; they shall 
plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They 
shall not build and another inhabit; they 
shall not plant and another eat; for like the 
days of a tree shall the days of my people 
be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the 
work of their hands.

“They shall not labor in vain, or bear 
children for calamity; for they shall be 
offspring blessed by the Lord—and their 
descendants as well. Before they call I 
will answer, while they are yet speaking 
I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall 
feed together, the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be 
dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all 
my holy mountain, says the Lord” (Isaiah 
65:21-25, NRSV).

This is a vision of the world of tomor-
row, a vision that is not an illusion but a 
promised reality. If you believe in God and 
believe that the Bible is His Word, you 
have every reason to confidently expect 
these promises to be fulfilled. Jesus Christ 
will return to spiritually transform this 
world and usher in this literal paradise.

The combination of removing Satan’s 
influence, giving humanity God’s Holy 
Spirit and teaching the whole world the 
principles, laws and ways of God will 
produce lasting world peace and a society 
blessed beyond our wildest dreams.

Yes, peace is coming. It’s a sure thing!  GN 

 recommended reading
Many people believe that Jesus 
Christ will return to the earth. Few, 
however, really understand why 
He will return. Yet Scripture plainly 
tells us in prophecy after prophecy 
that He will return to establish on 
earth a world-ruling kingdom—
the Kingdom of God. Only then will 
mankind at last experience true 
peace! To learn more about how 
this Kingdom will come about, and the awe-inspiring role 
God has planned for you in it, request or download your 
free copy of The Gospel of the Kingdom.  

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request 
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets



Britain vulnerable  
to iranian-sponsored 
terrorism

Noted British columnist Melanie Phillips has 
alerted London to the indigenous dangers 

posed by Hezbollah. She pointed to its Islamic des-
ignation as the so-called Army of God, “a military 
force funded, trained by and answerable to the 
Islamic Republic of Iran”—a nation pledged to “the 
destruction of Israel and the genocide of the Jews, 
as a prelude to destroying the West and infidels 
everywhere” (The Spectator, Aug. 5). 

The Islamic Human Rights Commission [IHRC] in 
the United Kingdom encourages Muslims in Britain 
to supply Hezbollah with “financial, logistical and 
international support” in its attacks on Israel.

And Britain itself is still a target, as recent events 
at Heathrow Airport have shown. Recently Iran’s 
president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said on TV that 
“England was the founder of this sinister regime”— 
meaning Israel—and was “an accomplice to all of 
its crimes” (ibid.)

British Jews may be even more vulnerable than the 

general public. The Times stated, “The Jewish com-
munity in Britain is facing a wave of anti-Semitism as 
a result of the conflict in Lebanon” (Aug. 8). The Jew-
ish Chronicle referred to it as a “wave of intimidation.” 
Already occurring are abusive telephone messages, 
hate mail to Jewish organizations and various inci-
dents like the name Hezbollah being painted near one 
of Glasgow’s synagogues. 

The stakes are high for the whole Western world. 

As British Member of Parliament Michael Gove 
wrote: “Western failure to support Israel will have 
global consequences . . . When the West fails to 
offer an appropriate defence of Israel it succeeds 
only in undermining its own long-term security” (The 
Times, Aug. 4). 

Melanie Phillips concluded her article with these 
somber words: “But if Israel were to lose to Iran, 
it would herald a catastrophe for the entire world.” 
(Sources: The Spectator, The Times, The Jewish 
Chronicle [all London].)

The state of the world is visibly deteriorating 
in front of our eyes. The signs are difficult to 

ignore. You can watch them on your TV screens 
and read about them in the headlines. Most people 
know something awful is happening to their world, 
but can’t put their finger on what it all means. 

One of the latest big crises to hit the media is 
a sinister terrorist plot to blow up passenger jets 
bound from Britain to the United States, apparently 
designed to explode in midair or over several major 
American cities, potentially taking far more lives than 
9/11 did. 

British authorities, in cooperation with their Amer-
ican counterparts, were able to discover and counter 
the threat. More than 20 people are in custody. The 
financial costs to the airlines will undoubtedly prove 
monumental. A whole range of highly inconvenient, 
but very necessary, new security measures look 
inevitable. 

Baghdad has been suffering about 1,000 tragic 
deaths a month on average. Then in July, accord-
ing to CNN, that figure jumped to 1,700. Next door, 
some observers believe Iran is only six to 12 months 
from having the capacity to construct nuclear 
bombs. North Korea has been firing test missiles, 
and previous reassurances about the demise of the 
Taliban in Afghanistan now ring somewhat hollow. 
As always, several points in Africa are in violent  
turmoil or civil war.  

In many ways it’s a world going mad. Nuclear 
weapons appear on the verge of proliferating on a 
major scale. According to an Aug. 1 article in the 
International Herald Tribune, “Over the past few 
years, Pakistan has been hard at work building a 
powerful new plutonium reactor that when completed 
will be able to produce enough fuel to make 40 to  
50 nuclear weapons a year.” Archrival India is also 
planning to expand its production to similar levels. 

The Institute for Science and International Tech-
nology (ISIT) is a U.S. think tank that keeps track of 
nuclear weapons. It reported that “South Asia may 
be headed for a nuclear arms race that could lead to 
arsenals growing into hundreds of nuclear weapons, 
or at a minimum vast stockpiles of military fissile 
material” (The Guardian, July 25). 

We also learn that “Iran is seeking to import large 
consignments of bomb-making uranium from the 
African mining area that produced the Hiroshima 
bomb” (The Sunday Times, Aug. 6). 

Are you concerned about the darkening  
character of current world news? You should 
be! Why not find out what it all means for you? 
Request or download our free booklets You Can 
Understand Bible Prophecy and Are We Living in 
the Time of the End? (Sources: The Guardian,  
The Sunday Times [both London] , International 
Herald Tribune.)

China’s obscure 
middle eastern 
activities

China receives little news coverage con-
cerning its activities in the Middle East. 

As the late Deng Xiaoping once expressed 
it, “China must hide brightness and nourish 
obscurity . . . to bide our time and build up our 
capabilities.”

Today Iran, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia all 
have significant links to China, which are 
viewed as a counterbalancing factor to Ameri-
can power and influence in the Middle East. For 
instance, Saudi and Iranian oil exports to China 
have risen sharply in the last 10 years. 

Of much greater concern is a recent report 
in The Times that “China has sold Iran tanks, 
planes, artillery . . . and anti-aircraft missiles.” 
It is also Iran’s main supplier of unconventional 
arms and is thought by almost all monitors to 
be illicitly involved in supplying key elements 
in Iran’s chemical and nuclear weapons pro-
gramme . . . China has sold nuclear reactors to 
Algeria, Iran, Syria and Saudi Arabia” (Aug. 8). 

Yet Chinese trade with America is growing 
by leaps and bounds. Take the case of BNSF, 
a major railway with outlets to three major 
seaports. Trains magazine reported that “sixty 
percent of the railroad’s international container 
traffic involves China . . . Over the past three 
years business with China has grown 10 per-
cent to 14 percent annually” (Aug. 2006). There 
seems to be some kind of a contradiction here 
that we find hard to comprehend.

The West has many enemies, and not all 
of them are in the Middle East. (Sources: The 
Times [London], Trains (USA).)
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Iran is pledged to “the destruction of 
Israel and the genocide of the Jews, as 
a prelude to destroying the West . . .” 

Fidel Castro’s regime 
eroding?

Cuban President Fidel Castro temporarily ceded 
power recently to his brother, Raul, when he 

was hospitalized for surgery. Either President Cas-
tro is dying or he is testing the Cuban people to see 
how well the communist politburo is ensconced. Raul 
Castro is faithful to his brother Fidel, but most politi-
cal watchers say he doesn’t possess the charisma 
that Fidel has. That can spell a big difference.

Fidel has ruled Cuba for a surprising 47 years, a 
long tenure for any leader. The U.S. naval blockade 

of Soviet ships bringing war munitions to Cuba in the 
1960s dampened his brash international threats. His 
government suffered greatly with the Soviet collapse. 
Riots followed this signal event. 

Are we seeing the end of Fidel’s regime and the 
possibility of a more democratic form of Cuban gov-
ernment? Exiled Cubans in Miami hope so. They 
have family ties in Cuba and a love for their native 
land. Cuba would benefit greatly from a free society, 
both in tourism, fishing, sugar, tobacco and rum, as 
well citrus, cocoa and nickel. 

Equally, the United States would benefit inter-
nally and externally, and there would be one less 
government threatening it.  

The world: on a winding road to nowhere
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So much is happening in the world, and so quickly. Where are today’s dramatic and dangerous trends taking us? What 
does Bible prophecy reveal about our future? You’re probably very concerned with the direction the world is heading. 
So are we. That’s why we’ve created the World News & Prophecy Web site—to help you understand the news in the 
light of Bible prophecy. This eye-opening site offers you a perspective you won’t find anywhere else—the perspective 
of God’s Word, the Bible. Visit us at www.wnponline.org today!

Hezbollah sets back 
Israeli ecosystem  
50 years 

Huge swaths of forests and fields across 
northern Israel have been scorched by 

thousands of Hezbollah rocket strikes over the 
past three weeks, and experts said it would take 
nature at least 50 years to recover,” began an Aug. 
2 Associated Press report. 

History records the many pathetic ways that 
nations have wreaked havoc on other nations in 
the form of wars, pogroms and resulting famines 
and pandemics. Today the geopolitical scene has 
changed, and terrorist groups within a nation can 
and will hijack that nation and then hide among its 
peaceful citizens to carry out their unreasonable 
demands. Hell-bent on demanding that everyone 
believe their way, they have little regard for anyone 
or anything else. 

The report continued: “In all, the rocket fire has 
destroyed 16,500 acres of forests and grazing fields 
. . . About 1 million trees were destroyed . . . The 
destruction of Mount Naftali is all the more painful 
since it is not a natural forest, but one meticulously 
planted by man. These mountains were bare when 
Israel was established back in 1948.” 

Forest caretaker Yossi Biton lamented: “An 
entire history has been erased in a single hour. It’s 
like turning heaven into hell.” Only God can change 
the wicked heart (Jeremiah 17:9). This He will  
do in due time according to His plan. (Source: 
Associated Press.)

The curse of internet 
pornography

The Daily Mail reported that “record numbers of 
people [in Britain] are downloading pornography 

from the Internet” (May 29). FT Magazine, from the 
London Financial Times, stated that “in the US alone 
70 per cent of young men log on in search of porn 
every month” (April 1-2). 

The artificial nature of Internet porn threatens the 
ability of men and women to sustain normal intimate 
relationships. For example, the average wife is forced 
to compete with picture-perfect models and porn 

stars online. 
It’s not surprising that 

“more than nine million 
men—almost 40 percent 
of the adult male popula-
tion—logged on to sex 
websites last year, more 
than four times as many as 

the estimated two million in 2,000” (Daily Mail). What 
is somewhat surprising is “the number of women 
downloading Internet porn soared 30 percent to 1.4 
million” (ibid.). 

As FT magazine observed, “When pornography 
met the Internet the result was as instantly addictive 
as crack cocaine.” Carol Sarler of the Daily Mail rightly 
called the practice a “dismally seedy epidemic.” 

Misuse of sex is gradually eating away at the moral 
roots of our Western societies. If you would like to 
read something that helps counteract this devastat-
ing trend, please request or download our free book-
let Marriage and the Family: The Missing Dimension. 
(Sources: Daily Mail, FT Magazine [both London].)  

Iraqi sectarian  
violence leading 
to civil war?

The top U.S. military commander in the 
Middle East told Congress . . . that ‘Iraq 

could move toward civil war’ if the raging 
sectarian violence in Baghdad is not stopped.  
‘I believe that the sectarian violence is probably 
as bad as I have seen it,’ Gen. John Abizaid,  
the commander of U.S. Central Command, 
told the Senate Armed Services Committee”  
(Associated Press, Aug. 3). 

Americans may not appreciate the differ-
ences in the various Islamic sects in the Middle 
East and how their differences not only separate 
them, but make them mutual enemies. “Shiite 
and Sunni are going to have to love their chil-
dren more than they hate each other,” said Gen-
eral Peter Pace, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, who also told the panel, “We do have the 
possibility of that devolving into civil war” (ibid.). 

Many Westerners mistakenly perceive all 
Muslims to be alike, but they are not. Just as 
in traditional Christianity, Islam has a variety of 
beliefs and practices. The two largest sects are 
the Sunnis and Shiites, yet there are more and 
all these may be further divided. 

As different as the Islamic sects are, they 
are not denominational, and when the call to 
prayer goes out, mosques accept all Muslims 
since their services are very similar. Still, the 
increased sectarian violence brewing in Iraq 
now could lead to civil war or be a stepping 
stone to a future Islamic caliphate, possibly 
under the prophesied “king of the South” (Dan-
iel 11:40), that could unite Muslims from Indo-
nesia to Morocco. (Source: Associated Press.)

Seniors need sex ed

Health workers in Britain advocated that pen-
sioners “be given the same sex education 

as teenagers after statistics indicated that cases 
of chlamydia among the over-50s had doubled 
between 2000 and 2005 and cases of genital 
herpes had tripled” (The Times, July 19). HIV-
positive sufferers also increased in the senior 
age group. 

The growth factor in swinging (wife swapping) 
and illicit sexual behavior on foreign trips is a big 
contributing factor to the problem. Eighty-year-
olds are now visiting clinics for treatment of STDs. 
A consequential spin-off is a marked increase in 
the divorce rate among older people with long-
established marriages. 

Do we think God is ignorant of all these hap-
penings? In due time He will respond, but right 
now we are mainly reaping the sad consequences 
of our own actions (Jeremiah 2:19). (Sources: 
The Times, Daily Mail [both London].)

“

Friendships waning

An American study of behavioral trends has 
revealed a marked decline in close friend-

ships among people. The Times stated, “The 
average circle of close friends or confidants has 
shrunk over 20 years and many people now 
turn only to family members to discuss their 
most intimate concerns.” 

The reasons for this phenomenon may well 
be related to such things as working more (some 
holding down two jobs to make ends meet), 
overuse of TV and the Internet, and the general 
decline of morals in society as a whole. 

Close friendships and trustworthy confidants 
are very important to our lives both spiritually 
and psychologically. Our youth magazine, 
Vertical Thought (www.verticalthought.org), is 
publishing a special issue (October-December) 
on the importance of friendships and how to 
cultivate them. (Source: The Times.) 

“
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16     The Good News

n early August news broke of a plan to 
explode multiple passenger planes en 
route from Britain to the United States. 
This made the world painfully aware 

that Islamic terrorists have not abandoned 
their obsession with killing people and  
crippling Western economies.

But since 9/11, outside of Israel, Iraq 
and Afghanistan, there have been surpris-
ingly few successful terrorist catastrophes 
in the world, and none on the scale of the 
nearly 3,000 deaths on 9/11. It’s especially 
noteworthy that Islamic terrorists have been 
unable to wreak more death and destruction 
in America—to them “the great Satan”— 
the country they hate the most other than 
possibly Israel.

The world has become increasingly aware 
of how extremely vulnerable nearly every 
country is, especially the open free societies, 
to sabotage and mass murder. It is difficult 
to understand and defend against suicide 
bombers who glorify death instead of life.

Illegal immigrants, possibly including ter-
rorists, easily cross the porous borders into 
the United States by the thousands. Potential 
killers lie their way through the legal immi-
gration process. And as Britain in particular 
has seen, some terrorists are “home-grown” 
as well—usually young people whose minds 
have been methodically poisoned with hate.

What do almost all the terrorists have in 
common? They are Muslim extremists who 
justify killing non-Muslims (“infidels”) 
based on certain passages in the Koran,  
passages they quote openly. 

How did they get to be that way? Some 
were influenced by charismatic terrorist 
leaders. Many have been influenced by radi-
cal imams (religious leaders) preaching in 
mosques and Islamic schools, blaming all 
the world’s evils and the flaws in their own 
cultures on non-Muslims. Many youngsters 
are fed a diet of victim-mentality and hate 
by school systems in their countries and, 
sadly, by their own parents.

What makes winning this war of ideas so 
difficult is that most Muslim countries and 
cultures do not allow non-Muslim influences 
or freedom of speech and religion in the  
territories they control. 

At the same time, they take advantage of 
freedoms of speech and religion in Western 
cultures to foment the overthrow of those 
very same freedoms. And peace-loving 
Muslims seldom speak up for non-violence 
and cooperation. One obvious reason is that 
they fear for their own safety and that of 
their families.

Mainstream media  
downplays real dangers

In the United States and other Western 
countries we have seen very vocal, often 
irrational opposition to any type of profiling 
when it comes to dealing with terrorists and 
terrorist threats. 

And when there are murderous attacks 
against non-Muslims, the press typically 
fails to mention or plays down the religion 
and nationality of the attackers. Instead 
the media typically labels them with such 
ambiguous terms as “militants,” “insur-
gents,” “separatists” and the like. One major 
international news agency has even gone so 
far as to ban the use of the word “terrorist” 
in its news reports.

Syndicated columnist Joel Mowbray 
recently commented on the media’s lack of 
clarity and the outrage one would expect 
after two murderous attacks in the United 
States. On July 28, Naveed Haq forced 
his way into the Seattle Jewish Federation 
where he coldly and deliberately shot six 
women. He had traveled some distance from 
central Washington after finding “something 
Jewish” on the Internet for a target.

Moments after spraying his bullets, he 
announced, “I’m a Muslim-American; I’m 
angry at Israel!” That was his excuse for 
premeditated murder.

Even though it is sensational news, much 
of the mainstream media has largely ignored 
or played down this story. The New York 
Times and the The Washington Post each 
wrote only one article. What little coverage 
they did offer was buried on page 22 and 
page 13, respectively. Imagine the news 
coverage if a Jewish or Christian person  
had used religious justification to shoot 
innocent people!

This past March, recent college graduate 

Mohammed Reza Taheri-azar slammed a 
rented SUV into a crowd of students at the 
University of North Carolina, hitting nine. 
The Iranian-born 22-year-old told the 911 
dispatcher that he was attempting to “punish 
the government of the United States for [its] 
actions around the world.” 

In court days later, he said he was “thank-
ful for the opportunity to spread the will of 
Allah.” That statement also received scant 
news coverage.

It’s easy for a society to be half asleep 
instead of vigilant when the media down-
plays dangers. Instead of shouting an alarm, 
the press is pacifying the public with mes-
sages of appeasement and wishful thinking.

Why not more and larger attacks?

After 9/11, Westerners began to realize 
how vulnerable they are to this type  
of threat. Americans feared that they were 
about to see a continuous onslaught of  
terrorist attacks not unlike that suffered  
by Israel, but on a bigger scale.

Initially many Americans were deeply 
sobered, “got religion” or renewed their 
spiritual zeal. Church attendance shot up. 
But all that lasted just a few months. The 
terrible events of 9/11 soon faded into the 
background as life returned more or less  
to normal.

At first Americans were waiting for the 
other shoe to drop, seemingly holding their 
breath. But month after month went by, 
and then year after year with no devastating 
attacks. It has been baffling. People relished 
the relief and relaxed, but many have an 
eerie apprehension that disasters are coming 
sooner or later.

America and other nations have fever-
ishly been reinventing and reinforcing their 
security measures. As a result, security 
strategies and intelligence gathering are 
relatively much better than before. But  
no one would give all the credit to their 
deterrent efforts.

Terrorists can choose among many kinds 
of weapons and strategies. The number of 
potential targets is countless. And terror-
ists know they only need to succeed once, 
whereas defenders have to succeed every 

GOOD NEWS FEATURE • Five Years After 9/11 

Five Years After 9/11 
Five years have now elapsed since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks stunned the entire world. So far 
no similar terrorist attacks have occurred in the United States, and only a few have impacted 
the rest of the Western world. Could there be more than meets the eye as to why?

by Don Hooser

I



September/October 2006    17

time, all the time. It’s nowhere near a level 
playing field.

The U.S. administration has seldom 
boasted about successfully thwarting terror-
ists because they know that another attack 
could happen anytime. It’s hard to celebrate 
something that seems so fragile, temporary 
and doomed to disappear. 

When intelligence experts speculate as to 
why there haven’t been more attacks, most 

of their ideas are probably valid factors. 
Quite a few plans and plots have been 

disrupted before they became operational 
due to the hard work of intelligence and 
law-enforcement agencies and seeming hap-
penstance. Overseas, the more immediate 
concern of many Muslim extremists is to 
prevent Iraq and Afghanistan from becom-
ing stable and permanent democracies. 

Al-Qaeda has been disrupted, dispersed 
and weakened. Major decisions by al-
Qaeda leaders may be prompted by pride 
in maintaining its reputation and mystique 
—preferring to wait until it can pull off 
spectacular attacks with maximum shock 
value rather than going ahead with easy 
attacks on soft targets. 

But all the reasons and physical factors 
put together seem inadequate to explain how 
few successful major attacks have occurred 
in the past five years.

Are we experiencing  
God’s protection?

There is another possibility that the secu-
lar press would naturally dismiss. It is that 
God may temporarily be giving us divine 
protection. God is real and He is omnipotent 
—all-powerful. If He chooses to protect 

people and nations, it is done. No human 
security measures remotely compare to the 
absolute safety God can provide.

Many religious people have assumed  
all along that God is the reason we haven’t 
had more attacks. It’s wonderful when 
people give God credit. We should be  
thanking Him profusely. But those same 
religious people often are making two other 
assumptions that are false.

One mistaken viewpoint is that the United 
States and other “Christian” nations deserve 
to have God’s protection. In actuality, even 
though the majority of Americans claim 
they are Christian, their religion is super-
ficial and mostly disconnected from the 
source of true Christianity—the Bible. 

And their lifestyles on average differ  
very little from non-Christians. They experi-
ence almost as much promiscuity, adultery, 
divorce, dishonesty, raunchy choices for 
entertainment, indulgence in pornography, 
etc., as the nonreligious.

The other assumption concerns God’s 
timing. The Bible contains many examples 
of when God made decisions to either bless 
or punish an individual or a nation, and 
then waited a long time—sometimes many 
years—before He executed that decision. 

People tend to assume that because light-
ning doesn’t immediately strike them, God 
evidently accepts or approves of what they 
are doing. The Bible declares that people 
will suffer consequences for their sins, but 
the consequences are often delayed (Ecclesi-
astes 8:11). Bible prophecy indicates that the 
United States and other Anglo-Saxon coun-
tries will suffer calamity, but only according 
to God’s timing.

The Bible also provides clear examples 
that God gave nations temporary help and 
protection for His own reasons even though 
the inhabitants were not righteous or deserv-
ing. Those reasons had to do with God’s 
long-range plans, promises and prophecies.

The gospel of the Kingdom  
must be preached

One highly significant prophecy given by 
Jesus Christ is this: “And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the world as 
a witness to all the nations, and then the end 
will come” (Matthew 24:14). 

God certainly appears to be holding back 
attempts to destroy the Western societies 
until that phase of His work of warning the 
world has been finished. God has been call-
ing people to repentance mostly in the West-
ern societies with a Christian heritage to 
provide the manpower and financing needed 
to carry out Christ’s commission (Matthew 
28:19-20).

When that work of preaching and pub-
lishing the true gospel has been sufficiently 
accomplished, Bible prophecy shows that 
God will withdraw His protection from 
even those countries whose people have had 
plenty of Bibles but have quit reading and 
living by them. 

Jesus Christ’s words in John 12:35 aptly 
apply today: “A little while longer the light 
is with you. Walk while you have the light, 
lest darkness overtake you.” 

In the Bible, much space is devoted to 
end-time prophecies concerning the descen-
dants of Jacob, whose name was changed 
to Israel. And there is an abundance of 
evidence that in America, Britain, Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand reside the 
greater part of the latter-day Israelite people. 
With knowledge of the identity of “Israel” 
in the Bible, the Bible prophecies are highly 
enlightening about the future of these 
nations.  GN 
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Where do the United States and the 
other British-descended nations fit 
in Bible prophecy? Does it make 
sense that Bible prophecy would 
speak of many smaller nations while 
ignoring these much greater pow-
ers? Or is it just that we don’t know 
how to identify them in Bible proph-
ecy? For valuable understanding 
of the present and future of these 
nations, request or download our eye-opening free booklet 
The United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request 
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

After 9/11, Americans feared they were about to see a continuous 
onslaught of terrorist attacks not unlike that suffered by Israel.
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he Communist leader of East 
Germany, Erich Honecker, boldly 
proclaimed in 1989 that the Berlin 
Wall would stand for another 100 

years! Ten months later the wall was gone, 
but his infamous quote lives on in a news-
paper headline glued to little pieces of the 
wall and sold to tourists. I bought one not 
long ago on a trip to Europe.

The Berlin Wall fell suddenly—Nov. 
9-12, 1989—and Honecker wasn’t the 
only one surprised. Its dismantling, and the 
failure of the entire Eastern European com-
munist system it symbolized, came with  
a speed that surprised the entire world.

Almost instantly a building boom began, 
and the East Berlin drabness was soon 
replaced by modern, impressive skyscrap-
ers, business towers and entertainment 
centers. That transformation, too, came  
so fast it was almost stunning.

Surprising Muslim protests and 
European backlash

It was also while I was in Europe that 
the Muslim world violently reacted to the 
cartoons depicting Muhammad that were 
originally published in a Danish newspa-
per. This reaction, too, erupted suddenly, 
its intensity catching many governments 
and pundits off guard. Just as quickly, a 
backlash flared up as many Europeans 
began venting their long-simmering  
anti-Muslim sentiment.

I thought at the time that it’s not hard to 
see how, in such a divided and sensitized 
world, the prophesied conflict described  
in Daniel 11:40 could reach a boil virtually 
overnight. Daniel describes a “king of the 
South” pushing at the “king of the North” 
(see our booklet The Middle East in Bible 
Prophecy for more details). Today tensions 
sufficient to set the world on fire can spark 
suddenly, and in a variety of ways, easily 
catching people totally off guard.

It has happened before—and it will  
happen again.

How quickly life can change

We should know how quickly our world 
can change. Since 9/11 and Hurricane 

Katrina, Americans are acutely aware of 
how events, whether man-made or natural, 
can swiftly alter a nation’s future course. 
Similar wake-up calls have hit other coun-
tries, too, such as the Madrid, Bali and Lon-
don bombings, the tsunami that hit South-
east Asia last December and the Hezbollah 
attacks that quickly accelerated into war  
in northern Israel and southern Lebanon.

Our vulnerability to sudden change 
should make us heed an often-overlooked, 
but critically important, element of proph-
ecy. Consider a common thread in the  
following prophecies.

Isaiah 5:7-20 describes a time in Israel’s 
history eerily similar to today, when spiri-
tually confused people mislabeled evil 
good and good evil. Because of their sins, 
verse 26 foretells a time when their punish-
ment would come “with speed, swiftly.”

Judah and Israel experienced the sud-
denness of prophetic fulfillment on several 
occasions. Jeremiah prophesied: “Destruc-
tion upon destruction is cried, for the 
whole land is plundered. Suddenly my 
tents are plundered, and my curtains in a 
moment” (Jeremiah 4:20). After describing 
the covetousness, dishonesty and rebellion 

of God’s people, he warned of punishment 
that “will suddenly come upon us”  
(Jeremiah 6:26; see 13-19 and 22-26).

We would be foolish to dismiss these 
accounts as mere ancient history and miss 
the lessons for our day.

Zephaniah also took up the theme of 
sudden destruction, but plainly with an eye 
on events not yet fulfilled. “The great day 
of the Lord is near; it is near and hastens 
quickly . . . For He will make speedy rid-
dance of all those who dwell in the land” 
(Zephaniah 1:14, 18).

In the verses immediately following, 
God urgently pleads for us to see the storm 
clouds on the horizon. “Gather yourselves 
together . . . before the day of the Lord’s 
anger comes upon you! Seek the Lord, all 
you meek of the earth, who have upheld 
His justice. Seek righteousness, seek 
humility. It may be that you will be hidden 
in the day of the Lord’s anger” (2:1-3).

Malachi, too, emphasizes this: “And the 
Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come 
to His temple” (Malachi 3:1).

Christ’s warning to watch

Jesus Himself stressed the concept of 

The Element of Surprise 
An often-overlooked element stands as a powerful warning in connection with the coming 
of major prophetic events. People will be absolutely stunned by the suddenness of prophecies 
being fulfilled!  What lesson can we learn from the element of surprise?

by Clyde Kilough

T

iS
to

ck
ph

ot
o/

C
ar

st
en

 M
ad

se
n

The Berlin Wall’s sudden dismantling, and the failure of 
the Communist system it symbolized, surprised the world.



suddenness and surprise with regard to 
His return: “Watch therefore, for you do 
not know when the master of the house is 
coming . . . lest coming suddenly, he find 
you sleeping” (Mark 13:35-36).

One scripture carries a particularly 
powerful metaphor in light of the sudden 
fall of the Berlin Wall. Isaiah 30 tells of a 
time when people won’t listen to God, or 
even read the obvious “handwriting on the 
wall.” God declares, therefore, “This iniq-
uity shall be to you like a breach ready to 
fall, a bulge in a high wall, whose breaking 
comes suddenly, in an instant” (verse 13).

Just so was the Berlin Wall. Political 
pressure built up for years until events could 
be held back no longer. One observer wrote, 
“The fall of the wall began the day it was 
built, only it took 30 years for it to be torn 
down.” The sins of a nation are likewise! 
Unrepented of, they build up for a while, 
seemingly without effect. But when God 
calls for an accounting, the destruction can 
come with shocking suddenness.

We see in all of these scriptures two 
things: When God determines it is time to 
move, He is not delayed by anything—He 
moves, and He can move swiftly. At the 
same time, people blind to the signs of  
the times are staggered by the apparent 
suddenness of unfolding events.

These events won’t be sudden to God, 
though! He’s laid out these pronounce-
ments for thousands of years. Yet He has 
embedded the element of sudden surprise 
throughout His prophetic warnings. It’s 
as if He is alerting us not only about com-
ing events, but also to another danger. We 
are easily prone to falling asleep, only to 
be stunned by the suddenness with which 
those events take place.

In one of the most penetrating parables 
in the Bible, Christ warns of the frantic 
reaction many will have upon realizing 
they are waking up too late.

Carefully read through the parable of 
the virgins in Matthew 25:6-13, and put 
yourself in the shoes of the foolish. Can 

you hear the angst and desperation in their 
voices crying “Lord, Lord, open to us!”? 
Can you sense the depth of feeling that 
Christ has and His sense of urgency as He 
pleads His point: “Watch therefore, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour in which 
the Son of Man is coming”?

Understand very clearly what Christ is 
telling us: When these things begin to hap-
pen, we will either have a sense of urgency 
before, or a sense of panic after! And those 
who do not have a sense of urgency will 
be stunned by the suddenness of the events 
unfolding.

The thrust of this article isn’t really 
about prophecy—it’s about our response 
to prophecy. Being given an understanding 
of prophecy is only as good as our reaction 
to it! Both history and fulfilled prophecy 
stand as a witness that human nature is 
easily lulled to sleep. Ignorance, deception, 
skepticism and apathy work powerfully to 
depress the spiritual senses. If we are not 
stirred to spiritual action by understanding 
prophecy, then what good is it for us to 
know all of these things?

Back to Europe

While in Europe I talked with a United 
Church of God minister in Italy about the 
general mood of Europeans today. He said: 
“When is the last time in history Europe 
had 60 years of peace? We are in a golden 
era of unprecedented peace and prosperity. 
This is coming on the heels of the two worst 
wars in history that devastated us. But look 
how quickly we have rebuilt. The mood in 
Europe today is, ‘We don’t need God!’”

It’s true. Europe’s rise from the rubble 
has been swift and spectacular. But its 
humanistic, materialistic system will 
lead the entire world to places it does not 
envision. In end-time prophecy, Europe 
is described in terms of not only the king 
of the North, but as the final culmination 
of an institution symbolized by the great 
empire of Babylon (see our booklet The 
Book of Revelation Unveiled for more on 

this). This system eventually brings the 
world to the brink of annihilation before 
God decisively steps in to save us.

Revelation 18:4-5 warns God’s people 
to come out of this sin-laden “Babylon” 
before He destroys it. In four verses (8, 
10, 17, 19) we again note the element of 
surprise at work for those in its grip. These 
scriptures point out that not only will the 
world lament its downfall, but people will 
marvel at how remarkably fast the system 
crumbles. “In one day” and “in one hour” 
are phrases denoting the shock and awe  
at how speedily God brings its ruin.

No doubt that is why Jesus warned: 
“Take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts 
be weighed down with carousing, drunk-
enness, and the cares of this life, and that 
Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will 
come as a snare on all those who dwell 
on the face of the whole earth” (Luke 
21:34-35).

Snares work precisely because they trap 
their victims suddenly, unexpectedly. Jesus 
continued, “Watch therefore, and pray 
always that you may be counted worthy to 
escape all these things that will come to 
pass, and to stand before the Son of Man” 
(verse 36).

Watch!

Watch for the future, keeping your eyes 
on the coming Kingdom of God.

Watch in the present, keeping your eyes 
on what is happening in the world, under-
standing the prophecies being fulfilled.

Watch by learning lessons of the past, 
keeping your eyes on the rearview mirror 
of history, learning the lessons of how sud-
denly events can unfold when God decides 
to intervene.

Above all, watch yourself to make sure 
you are properly responding to God’s 
warnings and instructions. And remember: 
Those who have a sense of urgency now 
will not have a sense of panic later, when 
these things will surely come to pass. The 
choice is yours!  GN

Now you can receive regular news updates and information delivered to your inbox via our World News & Prophecy 
e-newsletter. Our world is being shaped by a constant stream of events. Information is abundant, but making 
sense of it can be a challenge. Our e-newsletter is designed to help you put today’s world in context by providing 
you with useful and accurate information, analysis and commentary in a short, easy-to-navigate package. Sign up 
today at wnponline.org.
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n the year 1630, while aboard the 
ship Arbella just off the coast of New 
England, John Winthrop, governor 
of the Massachusetts Bay Company, 

took quill to paper and wrote his inspired 
thoughts about New England and the 
exciting and sobering prospects of settling 
the New World. What he wrote ranked  
in importance with the Pilgrims’ compact 
they had written while aboard the  
Mayflower in November 1620.  

The earlier Pilgrims’ compact focused  
on what they would do together, inspired by 
mutual consent. Each signer of the compact 
committed to “combine ourselves together 
into a civil body politic . . . and [to] frame 
such just and equal laws . . . for the general 
good of the colony.” It is considered to be  
the first indigenous document of American 
democracy. While the Mayflower Compact 
determined what their governing rules 
would be, Winthrop spelled out why he 
thought that manner of governance would 
work. The title he wrote across the top  
of his sheet of paper was, “A Model  
of Christian Charity.” 

The heart of his vision is captured in the 
following words: “Thus stands the cause 
between God and us: we are entered into 
covenant with Him for this work. We have 
taken out a Commission; the Lord hath 
given us leave to draw our own articles . . . 
If the Lord shall please to hear us, and bring 
us in peace to the place we desire, then hath 
He ratified this Covenant and sealed our 
Commission, (and) will expect a strict per-
formance of the Articles contained in it. 

“But if we shall neglect the observance 
of these Articles . . . the Lord will surely 
break out in wrath against us . . . We must 
be knit together in this work as one man 
. . . For we must consider that we shall be 
as a City upon a Hill . . .” (Quoted by Peter 
Marshall and David Manuel, The Light and 
the Glory, 1977, pp. 161-162). 

Winthrop’s reference to a “City upon 
a Hill” came from the Holy Bible. He 

believed that the Puritans could survive, 
flourish and set a right example for others 
to follow by living Christ’s directive: “You 
are the light of the world. A city that is set 
on a hill cannot be hidden” (Matthew 5:14).

This vision fueled his hope and purpose 
to lead the early Puritans in their quest  
to settle the New World by obeying  
Christ’s second great commandment,  
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself” 
(Matthew 22:39).

A new experiment in government

The earliest American governing docu-
ments set the rules and tone for the greatest 
republic this world has ever known. 

Alexis de Tocqueville, the French 
political thinker, historian and writer who 
traveled throughout early America and 
observed its people in the early 1800s, 
made many insightful observations about 
the early American governmental experi-
ment, a beginning government that was 

based on moral content. 
The noted British historian Paul Johnson 

says of De Tocqueville’s visit to the United 
States: “Coming from a country where the 
abuse of power by the clergy had made 
anticlericalism endemic, he was amazed 
to find a country where it was virtually 
unknown. He saw, for the first time, Chris-
tianity presented not as a totalitarian society 
but as an unlimited society, a competitive 
society, intimately wedded to the freedom 
and market system of the secular world”  
(A History of the American People, 1997, 
p. 390). 

De Tocqueville also noted on an unpub-
lished scrap of paper that, while religion 
underpinned republican government, a great 
source of moral strength rested in the fact 
that government was minimal: “One of the 
happiest consequences of the absence of 
government (when a people is fortunate 
enough to be able to do without it, which 
is rare); is the development of individual 

GOOD NEWS FEATURE • Good Government: The Best Is  Yet to Come 

Good Government:  
The Best Is Yet to Come 
Much of history is a chronology of failed governments. While at times governments  
have shown potential for great strides in bettering people’s lives, still humanity  
aches for good government—and it is coming!

by Jerold Aust
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All governments throughout history have suffered from the 
same missing dimension, including the earliest democracies  
in ancient Greece and Rome, and eventually failed.
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strength that inevitably follows from it.
“Each man learns to think, to act for 

himself, without counting on the support of 
an outside force which, however vigilant 
one supposes it to be, can never answer all 
social needs. Man, thus accustomed to seek 
his well-being only through his own efforts, 
raises himself in his own opinion as he does 
in the opinion of others; his soul becomes 
larger and stronger at the same time” 
(quoted by Johnson, p. 390). 

Even with the best of human govern-
ments and human intentions, there will 
be individuals who will refuse to or prove 
incapable of governing themselves. Thus, 
no matter how capable many individuals 
may be of governing themselves, a well-
ordered structure requires that there be 
government power and authority to enforce 
proper civil behavior, lest anarchy result.

The new American governmental mode 
was commendable, offering citizens the 
right to govern themselves. European gov-
ernments did not operate as democracies. 
They were primarily monarchical, where 
kings or queens ruled as they felt like rul-
ing, sometimes to the detriment of the ruled. 

“The statesmen of Europe, wise in the 
politics of royal courts, knowingly winked 
at each other and predicted that the peculiar 
American experiment would last a few 
years at the most—that a strong President 
would refuse to bow to the wishes of the 
electors and would make himself king for 
life, or that a weak President would be cast 
out of office by revolution before his four 
years were up. They were wrong” (David 
Whitney and Robin Whitney, The American 
Presidents, foreword, 1993). 

These early settlers of the New World 
were farsighted in designing and develop-
ing their form of self-governance while 
avoiding tyrannical monarchs. Yet some-
thing was missing. American history shows 
the problems that have developed in Ameri-
can democracy that cry out for the missing 
dimension to good government. 

All governments throughout history  
have suffered from the lack of that same 
missing dimension, including the earliest 
democracies in ancient Greece and Rome. 

G.C. Bolton of the University of London 
wrote the foreword to Monarchs, Rulers, 
Dynasties, and Kingdoms of the World 
(R.F. Tapsell, 1983). He summarizes the 
history of human governments this way: 

“Towards the end [of the book] the 
reader may experience a growing sense 
of the vanity of human wishes. A dynasty 
seizes power; the family prevails for two 
centuries, three or four; but in the end they 
die without heirs, go into exile, suffer con-
quest, succumb to treachery, or are required 
by the inexorable dialectic of history to 
make way for a new emerging ruling class. 
Another reigns in their stead. It is an old but 
salutary reminder for those who seek lasting 
political authority” (p. 7). 

A simpler summary of human govern-
ments was given in Lord Acton’s famous 
axiom in his letter to Bishop Mandell 
Creighton on April 5, 1887: “Power tends 

to corrupt and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.”

This pattern proved true of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans, whose attempts to 
establish an ideal form of government fell 
victim to the same weaknesses we see today.

Greek attempts at ideal government

Regarding Greece, the eminent historian 
R.F. Tapsell wrote: “In the Heroic Age of 
ancient Greece there were, according to leg-
end, various territorial and city kingdoms, 
but by the 7th century B.C., when firmly 
historical details begin to emerge, nearly 
all the Greek cities were republics, though 
often in practice ruled by semi-monarchical 
tyrants” (Monarchs, Rulers, Dynasties, and 
Kingdoms of the World, p. 59). 

“Pericles was placed in power in 461 
B.C. by the urban segment of the Athenian 
citizen population. Pericles carried two 
principles already established in the Athe-
nian constitution to their logical conclu-
sion: election of magistrates by lot and the 
supremacy of the assembly. 

“He introduced as a third principle pay-
ment (from the imperial funds) for public 
service. On this basis, Periclean democracy 
drew the average citizen into a more active 
governmental role than ever before or 
since” (Encyclopedia Americana, “Greek 
City-State Civilization; Athenian Empire,” 
2004, Vol. 13, p. 395). 

“Periclean democracy thus represents 
the widest possible diffusion of political 
power among the citizen body, which still 
remained a privileged minority (numbering 
about 43,000). It excluded women (about 
43,000), resident aliens (about 28,500),  
and slaves (about 110,000), not to mention 
the population of the Athenian empire  
outside Attica. 

“In actual practice, policy was shaped  
by ‘leaders for the people,’ who established 
a moral ascendancy and a voting majority 
in the debates in the assembly. The Athe-
nian historian Thucydides says that under 
Pericles’ leadership ‘what was nominally  
a democracy became in fact one-man  
rule’” (ibid.). 

In Greece, as with all human govern-
ments, the missing dimension brought about 
its downfall. 

Roman experiments with republics

As to Rome, Tapsell summarized: 
“According to tradition, the city of Rome 
was founded in the 8th century B.C. and 
ruled by kings until the establishment of a 
republic in 509 B.C., growing from a small 
city-state to control most of Italy by the 3rd 

How	Will	God’s		
Government	on	

Earth	Be	Different?

To better understand the difference 
between ordinary human governments 
and Christ’s government, let’s notice 

what Bible prophecy reveals about that coming 
government:

Christ Jesus will reign from Jerusalem as 
the divine, uncontested Sovereign. He will 
rule with perfect justice based on His divine 
laws and will not allow any political parties or 
politicians to misrule the people (Isaiah 11:1-5; 
Daniel 2:44).

• The unseen “god of this world,” Satan 
the Devil, the ultimate liar and deceiver, will 
be removed from among humankind, no lon-
ger able to influence people to think and act 
wrongly (Revelation 20:1-2).

• All humankind will learn from and know 
the only true God and His way of life ( Isaiah 
11:9). No longer will people be deceived by 
false, deceitful religious notions that divide and 
harm (2 Corinthians 11:4, 14-15). 

• God’s perfect law that liberates human 
beings from harmful habits will be the law of 
the land. All will be required to obey it and will 
reap the blessings that come from keeping 
God’s laws (Isaiah 2:2-4).

• God’s Spirit will be available to all human-
kind to enable everyone to truly know the one 
and only true God and become converted, or 
changed, spiritually in mind and heart (Jeremiah 
31:34; Ezekiel 11:19-20; Hebrews 8:10-12).

• Divine healing will be available to cure all 
sicknesses, diseases and injuries (Isaiah 35:5-
6; Jeremiah 30:17).

• Private property rights will be respected. 
People will no longer fear that criminals and/ 
or governments will take their property at will, 
illegally (Micah 4:4; Amos 9:14-15). 

• God will bless the world with fertile soil. 
Good weather will come in season, resulting 
in abundant crops (Amos 9:13). There will be 
pure water, and wastelands will become fertile 
(Isaiah 35:6-7).

• The whole world will learn, experience and 
enjoy personal and global peace (Isaiah 2:4; 
Zephaniah 3:9).
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century B.C. and the whole Mediterranean 
world by the 1st century B.C. 

“Late in that century, Augustus Caesar 
became in fact, though not in name, monar-
chical ruler of the state, founding an empire 
which endured more or less intact until it 
split into eastern and western halves in the 
late 4th century A.D.” (Tapsell, p. 115).  

“Rome’s institutions were first shaped 
under kingly rule and then during the 
Republic by an aristocracy that directed 
Rome’s conquest of Italy and the Mediter-
ranean. In the latter part of this republican 
phase, factional struggles for power inevi-
tably led to the rule of one man, a rule that 
Julius Caesar made possible and that his 
heir Augustus made acceptable. 

“Augustus’ Julio-Claudian successors 
exercised the absolute power they inherited 
from him, though in their hands this power 
became despotic” (Encyclopedia Ameri-
cana, “Ancient Rome,” 2004, Vol. 23,  
p. 700).  

Near the end of Rome’s republican 
phase, factional struggles often ended in 
civil war where reformist leaders were 
assassinated. Representative of these were 
Tiberius Gracchus, a tribune who took on 
the task of solving the agrarian problem. 
Powerful leaders who stood to lose property 
opposed him and he was slain in a riot in 
133 B.C. 

Tiberius’ brother Gaius Gracchus, a suc-
cessful tribune for two years, stirred up vol-
atile emotions when he sponsored a whole 
range of legislative enactments designed to 
reform abuses and curry political favor. He 
was declared a public enemy in 121 B.C. 
and assassinated (ibid., p. 713).    

The governments of Greece and Rome 
were, in the main, republics in which cho-
sen representatives governed according to 
law. Occasionally Greece and Rome func-
tioned more democratically, although their 
form of democracy was not the same as  
we are familiar with today. In the end, how-
ever, all succeeding governments of Greece 
and Rome were motivated by human 
selfishness and a lust for more power. 
Some were overt in their lust while others 
appeared to function more as benefactors  
of the people.  

Later in Roman history, emperors viewed 
themselves as having divine authority  
over their subjects. From Augustus Caesar 
(27 B.C.) to Constantine the Great (A.D. 
324-327), emperors were worshipped as 
divine beings. 

Recent experiments in government

Throughout the history that followed, 

kings were replaced, sometimes in bloody 
revolutions as in France, where King  
Louis XVI was beheaded in Paris in 1793, 
and in Russia, where revolutionaries top-
pled the regime of autocratic Czar Nicho-
las II. He and his family were murdered 
in 1918 by a Bolshevik firing squad in the 
basement of a house where they had been 
imprisoned. 

In the 20th century, communism and 
socialism arose, promising to solve the 
great inequities that existed under previous 
forms of government. 

Not surprisingly, some of the greatest 
pogroms of all time took place when com-
munist governments killed their own peo-
ples by the millions in Russia under Joseph 
Stalin, in China under Mao Tse-tung and  
in Cambodia under Pol Pot. Such wholesale 
carnage perpetrated by tyrants over their 
own countrymen shows the worst excesses 
of human government.

When one compares all these forms 
of governments throughout the ages, it 
becomes apparent that all had their day  
in the sun, with some fading into oblivion. 

Even when we exclude such bloody 
ideologies as fascist imperialism, the det-
rimental results of human governments 
speak for themselves. All too often they 
have left in their wake the deaths of the 
innocent in uninterrupted rivers of blood. 
No matter the kind of government, human 
life was always in jeopardy. Danger was 
always present. 

Yet there was one human government 
that, in its earliest stages, could serve as a 
partial model of how good government can 
actually serve its citizens: ancient Israel 
under King Solomon. 

A model of good government 

Solomon’s reign began as the most 
peaceful and prosperous of all Israelite 
monarchies before or after him. “King 
Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth 
in riches and wisdom. And all the earth 
sought the presence of Solomon to hear his 
wisdom, which God had put in his heart. 

“Each man brought his present: articles 
of silver and gold, garments, armor, spices, 
horses, and mules, at a set rate year by year 
. . . The king made silver as common in 
Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedars as 
abundant as the sycamores which are in the 
lowland” (1 Kings 10:23-27).  

Solomon began his reign in humility, 
seeking only the best interest of God and 
His people. Notice his attitude as reflected 
in his prayer to God at the beginning of  
his reign:

“Now, O Lord my God, You have made 
Your servant king instead of my father 
David, but I am a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. And Your 
servant is in the midst of Your people 
whom You have chosen, a great people, 
too numerous to be numbered or counted. 
Therefore give to Your servant an under-
standing heart to judge Your people, that 
I may discern between good and evil. For 
who is able to judge this great people of 
Yours?” (1 Kings 3:7-9, emphasis added 
throughout).

What was God’s response? “The speech 
pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked 
this thing. Then God said to him: ‘Because 
you have asked this thing, and have not 
asked long life for yourself, nor have asked 

The	Four		
Components		

of	Government	

Government comprises four funda-
mental elements: a ruler, subjects, 
territory and laws. 

The coming Messiah is the great Ruler yet 
to come (Isaiah 11:1-5). “For unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given; and the govern-
ment will be upon His shoulder. And His name 
will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of His government and peace 
there will be no end, upon the throne of David 
and over His kingdom, to order it and establish 
it with judgment [compare John 12:48] and 
justice from that time forward, even forever. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this” 
(Isaiah 9:6-7).

His subjects will be all of humanity: “Now 
it shall come to pass in the latter days that 
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established on the top of the mountains . . . 
and peoples shall flow to it. Many nations shall 
come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God 
of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we 
shall walk in His paths.’ For out of Zion the law 
shall go forth, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem” (Micah 4:1-2).

The territory over which Jesus Christ will 
rule is the entire earth: “And the Lord shall be 
King over all the earth” (Zechariah 14:9).  

All humankind will be ruled by God’s laws, 
spiritually applied: “Thus says the Lord God: 
. . . ‘I will give them one heart, and I will put 
a new spirit within them, and take the stony 
heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart 
of flesh, that they may walk in My statutes and 
keep My judgments and do them; and they 
shall be My people, and I will be their God’” 
(Ezekiel 11:17-20). 
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riches for yourself, nor have asked the 
life of your enemies, but have asked for 
yourself understanding to discern justice, 
behold, I have done according to your 
words; see, I have given you a wise and 
understanding heart, so that there has not 
been anyone like you before you, nor shall 
any like you arise after you. 

“‘And I have also given you what you 
have not asked: both riches and honor, 
so that there shall not be anyone like you 
among the kings all your days’” (verses 
10-13).

Godly humility allowed Solomon to be 
teachable. And because it did, God blessed 
Solomon for his attitude and actions. 

Sadly, as time passed Solomon suc-
cumbed to the lure of foreign women, the 
trappings of material success and the appro-
bation of men. “But King Solomon loved 
many foreign women . . . He had seven 
hundred wives, princesses, and three hun-
dred concubines; and his wives turned away 

his heart. For it was so, when Solomon was 
old, that his wives turned his heart after 
other gods . . . 

“So the Lord became angry with Solo-
mon, because his heart had turned from the 
Lord God of Israel, who had appeared to 
him twice, and had commanded him con-
cerning this thing . . . Therefore the Lord 
said to Solomon, ‘Because you have done 
this, and have not kept My covenant and 
My statutes, which I have commanded you, 
I will surely tear the kingdom away from 
you and give it to your servant’” (1 Kings 
11:1-4, 9-11).

Still, because of his concern for the 
people rather than himself, the early part 
of Solomon’s reign could be considered a 
forerunner of the best government to come. 
The very best government to come is God’s 
government, to be headed by Christ Jesus at 
His second coming. In His government we 
will see the dimension that’s been missing 
from all human governments.

Jesus Christ and a new kind  
of government

That ideal government yet to come has 
been promised in Jesus Christ to humanity 
since before time began. Jesus was prom-
ised to humankind before the first human 
beings were created (2 Timothy 1:9). 
Through Him, the coming King of Kings 

and Lord of Lords, ideal government will 
cover the earth. 

Jesus taught the basic principles of godly 
government to His apostles, although at first 
they didn’t understand it. At one point they 
argued about who might rise to the highest 
positions alongside Christ. Jesus addressed 
their misguided notions about rulership: 

“But Jesus called them to Himself and 
said, ‘You know that the rulers of the Gen-
tiles lord it over them, and those who are 
great exercise authority over them. Yet it 
shall not be so among you; but whoever 
desires to become great among you, let 
him be your servant. And whoever desires 
to be first among you, let him be your 
slave—just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
His life a ransom for many’” (Matthew 
20:25-28). 

The key to the right kind of governance, 
Jesus said, is serving others rather than 
oneself. This, essentially, is true love as 

defined in the Bible—caring more for oth-
ers than for the self. Regrettably, this is the 
opposite of how we normally think and act. 
We’re essentially conditioned from birth 
to think of self first rather than others. And 
we must overcome this if we are to be truly 
Christlike.

The apostle Paul clearly addressed the 
importance of government, especially self-
government. Paul said: “For if we would 
judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 
But when we are judged, we are chastened 
by the Lord, that we may not be condemned 
with the world” (1 Corinthians 11:31-32).

It’s axiomatic that he who governs  
himself governs best. Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe, one of the foremost thinkers of the 
19th century, stated, “The best of all gov-
ernments is that which teaches us to govern 
ourselves.” Mahatma Gandhi, the great 
Indian leader of nonviolence, observed, 
“Good government is no substitute for 
self-government.”  

The best world government  
is yet to come 

Humanity has never tried this form of 
government on a large scale. Yet this gov-
ernment, led by the same being who gave 
His life for humankind (John 3:16-17), has 
been promised to all nations (Isaiah 11:1-
10; Revelation 19:11-16; Zechariah 14:3-9). 

God’s good government was promised 
to humankind thousands of years ago: “For 
unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given; and the government will be upon 
His shoulder. And His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

“Of the increase of His government and 
peace there will be no end, upon the throne 
of David and over His kingdom, to order it 
and establish it with judgment and justice 
from that time forward, even forever. The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this” 
(Isaiah 9:6-7).

At Jesus Christ’s return, God’s govern-
ment will replace all human governments, 
which He shall sweep clean from this 
earth. The prophet Daniel spoke of Christ’s 
replacement of all human governments: 

“And in the days of these [final human] 
kings the God of heaven will set up a king-
dom which shall never be destroyed; and 
the kingdom shall not be left to other peo-
ple; it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever” 
(Daniel 2:44). 

Christ, at His return, will not work in 
tandem with other world rulers so thor-
oughly steeped in the ways of this world. 
Instead He will totally replace all human 
governments.

What part will you play?

Believe it or not, you can have a hand  
in that coming world government! The 
apostle Paul said that Jesus Christ’s true  
followers “will judge [make decisions relat-
ing to] the world” in that time to come  
(1 Corinthians 6:2). 

Jesus Christ is presently transforming 
His followers to judge righteous judgment, 
based on His Word and His command-
ments. True Christians are learning to  
judge themselves (1 Corinthians 11:31), 
again based on God’s commandments 
(Revelation 22:14). 

When Christ’s obedient servants are 
changed at His coming (1 Corinthians 
15:50-54), they will serve as teachers of bil-
lions of people during His millennial reign 
on earth (Revelation 20:4; 1:6).

A world government unlike anything 
the world has ever seen is coming. It will 
replace all human governments that have 
been directed by selfish human interests 
from the beginning. 

The best world government is the 
same good and godly government Jesus 
instructed His disciples to pray for in Mat-
thew 6:10: “Your kingdom come. Your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  GN

Human governments have left in their wake the deaths of the 
innocent in uninterrupted rivers of blood. No matter the kind  
of government, human life was always in jeopardy.
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he emotions surrounding the 
moment a 17-year-old girl saw her 
real father for the very first time, 
presented in a television program, 

brought tears to my eyes. 
At age 11 she had come home from 

school one day to find her mother with a 
photo album. Her mother said, “You’ll 
find pictures of a man in there you don’t 
know. He’s your real father.” 

Out of her confusion and myriad ques-
tions came an intense desire to meet the 
father she had never known.

In her adolescent way, the girl searched 
for him for six years without success. 
Someone who knew about her longing  
to see her dad chose to personally inter-
vene, and through a private investigator 
eventually found her father. 

Not knowing whether it was the right 
thing to do, the benefactor arranged to 
meet the girl without telling her why. 
There the person asked her, “Do you really 
want to see your father?” 

“Oh yes, more than anything!” 
“Well, he’s in the room next door  

waiting to see you.” 
After six years of disappointments, she 

broke down in tears of disbelief as her real 
father walked into the room with a large 
bouquet of flowers. He explained that after 
the marriage had broken up, he had not 
wanted to confuse her by having her grow 
up with two fathers.

Do you know your Father?

Surprising as it may sound, we, too, 
have a Father whom we have never seen—
not a physical, flesh-and-blood father, but 
our Heavenly Father. 

The emotions of a young girl seeing 
her real father for the first time can be 
similar to our experience as believers. We 
are born into a physical life without prior 
knowledge of our Heavenly Father. When 
called by God we perceive the Kingdom 
of God in limited ways, but we still do not 
know or see the Father as He actually is. 

However, God does provide a way for 
us to experience now what it will be like 
when the whole world finally comes to 
know our Heavenly Father.

Foretaste of the future

This leads us to the picture of that 
incredible future painted by God’s Feast 
of Tabernacles. This foretaste of the future 
is the motivation behind thousands of 
Christians who save their money through 
the year to leave their homes to observe 
this festival of God in temporary dwellings 
(see Leviticus 23:1-2, 34-41). 

This festival is not just a holiday. In  
fact it is quite apart from a vacation. It is  
a specific, predetermined observance com-
manded by God. And yes, attendees do 
enjoy many of the benefits of a vacation. 
But the focus of this commanded assem-
bly is daily church services—and for very 
good reasons.

During these services, Christians focus 
on the most wondrous knowledge anyone 
could have—insights into God’s plan for 
humanity, eternal life and the Kingdom  
of God. 

Scripture shows that at Christ’s return 
and the beginning of His millennial reign, 
changed believers will see the glorified 
Jesus Christ for the very first time. This 
event will be the prelude to a still future 
time when all human beings will meet 
their Heavenly Father for the very first 
time (Revelation 21:3). What a momen-
tous event! And this understanding is 
derived from this sacred observance God 
gave us, the Feast of Tabernacles.

In God’s plan for mankind as outlined 
through His Holy Days, the world will 
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Knowing God for the First Time 
A time is coming when all mankind will come to know God. But meanwhile, through His festivals, 
God offers us the opportunity to experience now what the whole world will experience in the future.
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We, too, have a Father whom we have never seen—not a 
physical, flesh-and-blood father, but our Heavenly Father.

Why Not Join Us for the Feast Jesus Kept?	

Jesus of Nazareth, His apostles and the early New Testament Church 
never observed Christmas or Easter. But they did observe the Feast of 

Tabernacles, a biblical festival that celebrates Christ’s coming reign over the 
earth. In fact, when He returns, all nations will observe this festival (Zechariah 
14:16-19). But you don’t have to wait until then. You can observe it with us 
this year, Oct. 7 through 14, at these locations:

Argentina; Australia (Berriedale, Hobart, Tasmania; Merimbula,  
New South Wales; Caloundra, Queensland); Barbados; Brazil; British Isles;  

Cameroon; Canada (Collingwood, Ontario; Kelowna, British Columbia; 
Regina, Saskatchewan; St. John’s, Newfoundland); Chile; Costa Rica; 
France; Germany; Ghana; Guatemala; Italy; Ivory Coast; Jamaica; 
Kenya; Malawi; Mexico; New Zealand; Nigeria; Peru; Philippines (Baguio  
City; Davao City; Iloilo City); Portugal; Rwanda; Singapore; South Africa 
(George, Uvongo); Sri Lanka; Togo; Tonga; Trinidad and Tobago; United 
States (Bend, Oregon; Branson, Missouri; Cincinnati, Ohio; Escondido, Califor-
nia; Jekyll Island, Georgia; Kerrville, Texas; Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii; Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania; Panama City Beach, Florida; Steamboat Springs, Colorado;  
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin). For more details, visit www.ucg.org/feast.
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be forever changed by the return of Jesus 
Christ, symbolized by the Feast of Trum-
pets (Leviticus 23:24). It is followed by 
the Day of Atonement (verse 27), which 
depicts Satan being banished so he can  
no longer deceive mankind. 

Following these two Holy Days is the 
Feast of Tabernacles (verses 34-41), pic-
turing the millennial reign of Jesus Christ 
and the resurrected saints over the earth 
after His second coming (Revelation 20:4). 
During this time all people will have 
access to God through His Spirit, receiv-
ing a “new heart” and “new spirit” within 
them (Ezekiel 36:26-27).

Under the guidance of the Spirit of God, 
people will enthusiastically want to obey 
God from their hearts. They will place 
the interests of others before themselves. 
That’s why believers today, led by that 
same Spirit, place such a high priority 
on attending this festival of God. They 
know that they will in turn receive inspir-
ing spiritual knowledge of God’s plan for 
mankind and His gift of eternal life.

The significance of tabernacles

God’s command to ancient Israel to  
stay in temporary dwellings during this 
time (Leviticus 23:42) symbolizes in part 
the temporary, transitory nature of life. 
The apostle Paul explained that as this 
temporary body—“this tent”—physically 
ages, we yearn even more for our perma-
nent, eternal spirit body from heaven  
(2 Corinthians 5:1-2).

Hebrews 11 describes the faithful ser-
vants of God as “strangers and pilgrims  
on the earth” (verse 13). The Feast of  
Tabernacles is an annual reminder of our 
temporary state and how believers “seek  
a homeland” with God (verse 14). 

This transitory nature of human life and 
the wonderful future beyond are reinforced 
when we travel to festival sites and dwell 
temporarily in locally available lodging. 
Believers gain enormous encouragement 
from what this festival portrays for the 
future. Understanding what God has in 
store for us—eternal life—gives great 
hope and purpose for enduring life now. 
These are some of the wonderful spiritual 
lessons from keeping God’s festivals.

Knowing God for the first time

Scripture shows that believers are des-
tined to be permanently bound in a close, 
loving, personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. God’s Word describes “the marriage 
of the Lamb”—Jesus Christ—to His Church 
at His return (Revelation 19:6-9). This 

close relationship will continue through all 
eternity.

And throughout the world, people will 
at last have access to the spiritual knowl-
edge they have never known. Under Jesus 
Christ’s righteous rule, “They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” 
(Isaiah 11:9, emphasis added throughout).

Speaking of that time, God tells us:  
“No more shall every man teach his  
neighbor, and every man his brother, say-
ing, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall 
know Me, from the least of them to the 
greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will 
forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will 
remember no more” (Jeremiah 31:34).

Those who attend the Feast of Taber-
nacles are pioneering this future world 
by observing God’s festivals now. In the 
magnificent world to come, entire nations 
will join in celebrating the Feast of Taber-
nacles (Zechariah 14:16). When these pio-
neers are changed to immortal spirit in the 
Kingdom of God, they will assist Christ in 
a global reeducation program (Revelation 
5:10; 20:6). 

Believers who observe this festival are 
every year busily preparing to help bring 
that ideal to pass. Jesus said our prayers 
are to be directed to our Heavenly Father, 
whom we have never seen (John 5:37). 
Yet the time is coming when we “shall see 
His face, and His name will be on [our] 
foreheads” (Revelation 22:4). 

The Feast of Tabernacles gives us a 
foretaste of a new life, world, environ-
ment and destiny. And it offers us a fas-
cinating anticipation of a close personal 
relationship with our Heavenly Father.

These are some of the pictures painted 
by a festival filled with wonderful mean-
ing, understanding and great hope for all 
believers.  GN  

	 Recommended	Reading
Few people realize that the Holy 
Days given in the Bible help us 
understand God’s plan for all 
humanity. Each of His festivals 
reveals and helps us understand 
major events in His dealings with 
mankind. You need to understand 
what the Bible says about these 
Holy Days and what they teach 
us! Request your free copy of  
God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind. 

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or 
request or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

Middle East
Continued from page 7
theologians don’t really grasp the mes-
sage of the Bible. In Jesus Christ’s lengthy 
prophecy before His death, far from fore-
seeing a successfully negotiated peace, 
He instead warned that Jerusalem would 
be surrounded by armies at the time of the 
end, signaling that “its desolation is near” 
(Luke 21:20). 

Attempting to bring real peace to the 
Middle East during this age of human mis-
rule is a dangerous and impossible proposi-
tion. Let peacekeeping forces beware! It 
is so easy to be inexorably sucked into the 
swirling vortex of stubbornly unbridgeable 
divisions and deep-set animosities. 

Particularly at the time of the end, the 
focus of this world will be on the Middle 
East, just as much of it is now. The final 
conflagration will finish only after the 
return of the King of Kings and Lord  
of Lords, the true Messiah, Jesus Christ 
(Revelation 19:11-21). 

Dr. Albert Sabin, creator of the oral 
polio vaccine that eliminated so much suf-
fering, once said, “I keep looking for some 
as yet unforeseen event that will change the 
present progress of relations among the big 
powers . . . a change that is absolutely nec-
essary if we’re not to face catastrophe.” 

That event will turn out to be the coming 
of the Messiah, when it will be said, “The 
kingdoms of this world have become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and 
He shall reign forever and ever!” (Revela-
tion 11:15). The changes He will bring will 
be greater than anything we have ever seen. 

The Creator of all humankind is going to 
intervene to save us from utter destruction 
(Matthew 24:21-22). The Bible guarantees 
it! The site of Christ’s direct intervention 
will be the holy city of Jerusalem (Zecha-
riah 14:4; Acts 1:11-12). These benchmark 
events will herald a new world in which 
Israel and the other nations will come to 
obey their Creator (Isaiah 19:21-25), bring-
ing mankind universal peace and prosperity. 

Wherever you may reside, you need to 
be concerned about important events in the 
Middle East. The year 1996 marked some 
3,000 years since the establishment of 
Jerusalem as King David’s capital city. As 
David said so long ago, “Pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem” (Psalm 122:6). The one and 
only true Messiah, the Prince of Peace, will 
come back to the earth and bring real peace 
to Jerusalem, Lebanon, the Persian Gulf 
region, the entire Middle East and finally 
the entire world. That is His mission!  GN
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GOOD NEWS FEATURE • Reconcil iation: The True Path to Healing and Salvation

Good Teacher, what good thing 
shall I do that I may have eter-
nal life?” The question was 
addressed to Jesus Christ (Mat-

thew 19:16). What would your answer be?
Here was Jesus’ answer: “If you want to 

enter into life, keep the commandments.” 
When the man asked, “Which ones?”  
Jesus quoted several commands from  
the Old Testament, mostly from the Ten 
Commandments (verses 18-19).

This is one of many, many scriptures 
that make it absolutely clear that God still 
requires obedience to His instructions 
—yet many Christian churches teach the 
opposite! Why? Because of human nature 
influenced by Satan and this world under 
his sway! “For the outlook of the unspiri-
tual nature is enmity with God; it is not 
subject to the law of God and indeed it 
cannot be” (Romans 8:7, Revised English 
Bible, emphasis added throughout). 

But God’s laws are good and good for 
us! If we want to become more and more 
like Jesus Christ, God’s laws define the 
godly character He wants to see in us.

Two obstacles and a twofold solution

Two major obstacles stand in the way of 
our attaining eternal life. First, it’s impos-
sible for us on our own human strength  
to perfectly obey God’s commandments. 
Second, even if perfect obedience from 
now through the rest of our lives were  
possible, it still would not make up for  
the guilt of past sins. The death penalty  
we had incurred would not be removed. 

So what are the solutions? First, we must 
somehow receive God’s forgiveness for all 
our past sins. Second, we must receive the 
gift of God’s Holy Spirit that will gradually 
replace our ingrained selfish nature with a 
new Christlike nature. 

And what must one do to receive these 
precious gifts? In Acts 2 we read about the 
apostle Peter preaching to the assembled 
crowd on the day of Pentecost. His power-
ful sermon convinced those gathered that 

Jesus was the promised Messiah and that 
their sins were responsible for His death 
on the cross. How did they react?

“Now when they heard this, they were 
cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, ‘Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?’” (Acts 2:37). They 
felt the deepest shame and sor-
row. They were willing to do 
whatever it took to obtain for-
giveness, reconciliation to God 
and salvation.

“Then Peter said to them, 
‘Repent, and let every one of 
you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission 
[forgiveness] of sins; and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit’” (verse 38). 

Each part of Peter’s authori-
tative statement has great sig-
nificance. And note that in this 
one sentence Peter refers to  
the twofold remedy for human 
sinfulness: forgiveness of sins 

and the gift of God’s Holy Spirit!

What is repentance?

On a later day, Peter similarly instructed 
others, “Repent therefore and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out” (Acts 
3:19). In both cases the first thing Peter said 
to do was “repent.” What exactly is that? 
It’s vitally important that we understand!

Dictionary definitions of “repent” 
and “repentance” emphasize feelings of 
remorse, regret, contrition and penitence 
for one’s wrongdoing. Indeed, God expects 
deep feelings of sorrow for our sins. The 
more we recognize how numerous our sins 
have been, and how evil they are in God’s 

sight, the greater will be our shame and 
sorrow.

But feelings alone aren’t enough. Say-
ing “I’m sorry” over and over again is not 
enough. The biblical meaning of “repent” 
emphasizes change—change of attitudes 
and actions to completely forsake one’s 

lifestyle of habitual disobedience. A bibli-
cal synonym for repent is turn. Paul said, 
“I preached that they must repent of their 
sins and turn to God and do the things 
that would show they had repented” (Acts 
26:20, Today’s English Version).

Besides one’s initial repentance, a per-
son must repent each time he realizes he 
has slipped and sinned. Because people’s 
lives are generally headed away from 
God, the initial repentance is a surren-
der to God and an about-face to head in 
God’s direction. After that, whenever  
a believer does stray even a little from 
the “way of God,” He must repent of that, 
making a course correction to get back  

Tools for Spiritual Growth

Repentance: A Profound Turnaround!
Previous articles in this series showed how we attain biblical understanding and spiritual 
growth through prayer, Bible study, meditation and fasting. What do we do then?  
This article shows how we must further use and apply that understanding! 

by Don Hooser

God expects deep feelings of sorrow for our sins. The more we 
recognize how numerous our sins have been, and how evil they 
are in God’s sight, the greater will be our shame and sorrow.
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on track with God (Acts 18:25-26).
What is God’s way? It is the way of  

genuine love, for “God is love” (1 John 
4:8, 16). Jesus Christ taught that the two 
greatest commandments are love for God 
and love for our fellow human beings 
(Matthew 22:37-40). And love for God 
includes obedience to His laws. “For this 
is the love of God, that we keep His com-
mandments. And His commandments are 
not burdensome” (1 John 5:3).

The Ten Commandments broadly define 
how to love God and how to love one’s 
neighbor, which includes everyone. The 
other spiritual laws in the Bible give us 
additional details about how to love God 

and all people. (For a good understanding, 
please download or request our free booklet 
The Ten Commandments.)

Repent of what?

This brings us to the question, “Of what 
do we repent?” The answer is sin. But what 
is sin? Ask a dozen people and you would 
likely get a dozen different answers. But the 
Bible is where we should look for the cor-
rect answers to life’s important questions. 

The clearest definition of sin is found in 
1 John 3:4:  “Whoever commits sin also 
commits lawlessness, and sin is lawless-
ness.” Any breaking or violation of God’s 
law is sin.

Repentance, therefore, means to turn 
away from lawbreaking and turn to 
lawkeeping! God summed up true repen-
tance when He pleaded with His people: 
“Repent, and turn from all your transgres-
sions, so that iniquity [lawlessness] will 
not be your ruin. Cast away from you all 
the transgressions which you have com-
mitted, and get yourselves a new heart and 
a new spirit” (Ezekiel 18:30-31).

God then went on to express His deep 
love and desire to forgive and save every-
one: “For why should you die, O house of 
Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death 
of one who dies . . . Therefore turn and 
live!” (verses 31-32). Yes, you can have a 
joyous life now—and, more importantly, 
everlasting life!

In addition to repenting of our sins,  
we must repent of sinful attitudes and the 
downward pull of human nature, as they 
are the main cause of our sinful actions. 
Jesus made it clear that, compared to God, 
all of us are evil (Matthew 7:11). God 
said, “The heart is the most deceitful thing 
there is, and desperately wicked. No one 
can really know how bad it is!” (Jeremiah 
17:9, Living Bible). 

Like King David, we must repent and 
pray, “Wash me . . . create in me a clean 
heart” (Psalm 51:7-10).

Godly sorrow vs. worldly sorrow

God gave us a conscience so that when 
we are aware of wrongdoing, we will feel 
guilt, shame and sorrow. Once a person 
clearly sees the great love of his Creator 
plus his own lack of love, of gratitude 
and of righteousness, he should feel truly 
sorry—with godly sorrow!

Paul explained, “For godly sorrow pro-
duces repentance leading to salvation, not 
to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world 
produces death” (2 Corinthians 7:10). 

What is the difference between the two 
kinds of sorrow? Godly sorrow is directed 
toward God (Psalm 51:4; Acts 20:21). It 
is grief and mourning over having disap-
pointed and transgressed against Him, 
the One who gives us every good thing. 
It leads to a permanent commitment to 
change—to truly repent.

Worldly sorrow, however, is self-
centered—feeling humiliated that one’s 
wrongdoing has been exposed, or feeling 
sorry for oneself because of the penalties 
he is suffering, such as Esau experienced 
(see Hebrews 12:16-17). 

In Romans 7, we read how the apostle  
Paul felt deep sorrow over his sins of com-
mission (doing sinful things) and sins of 
omission (failing to do the right things). In 
Psalm 51, we read of David’s heartfelt prayer 
of sorrow and repentance. When the patriarch 
Job came to better understand the greatness of 
God and at the same time better understood 
his own weakness and self-righteousness, he 
said, “Therefore I abhor myself, and repent  
in dust and ashes” (Job 42:6).

It is very hard for human beings to see 
their faults, admit them and apologize. But 
real repentance requires confessing your 
sins to God, telling Him how sorry you are 
and asking for His forgiveness—and deter-
mining to change, to strive with His help 
to turn from and overcome your sins. (God 
does not require confessing to another per-
son in order to obtain forgiveness.) 

David said, “I acknowledge my trans-
gressions” (Psalm 51:3). John said, “If we 
[we who are already Christians!] confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Remember that whenever God’s chil-
dren stumble, our Father in heaven is ever 
willing to help us back on our feet. But 
we must repent, confess and ask for help. 
After that, know that God has forgiven 
you. Then joy and peace of mind should 
once again blossom and dominate your 
heart because you know that your sins are 
no longer separating you from God (Isaiah 
59:2; Psalm 32:1-2).

Steps to repentance and forgiveness

So what must take place for us to receive 
God’s forgiveness and grace? First, a per-
son must be spiritually called or drawn by 
God. Jesus said, “No one can come to Me 
unless the Father who sent Me draws him” 
(John 6:44). 

To call someone, God causes him to 
Continued on page 30

Repentance,		
Penance	and	Grace
It’s essential to understand that God is 

pleased with repentance but not penance. 
An ascetic form of penance is to act penitent or 
remorseful and punish oneself (see Colossians 
2:18-23). Another form of penance is trying to 
do enough good deeds to outweigh and make 
up for one’s sin. Both imply that we must pay 
for our own sins—but none of us could ever do 
enough to pay for even one sin.

All sins are evil because they violate the 
perfect, loving laws of our Creator God. The 
only sacrifice great enough to pay for the guilt 
of our sins has already been offered—the 
suffering and death of the Son of God, Jesus 
Christ. So doing penance is a gross insult to 
God. It implies that Jesus’ sacrifice and God’s 
grace are unnecessary.

And what is God’s “grace”? It is the totality 
of all the gracious gifts that God offers to man-
kind. And among the greatest of those gifts is 
the complete forgiveness of all past sins. That, 
in turn, opens the door to all the rest of God’s 
gifts, including the ultimate gift of eternal life 
(Romans 6:23). “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8, King James 
Version).

But don’t get grace confused with its coun-
terfeit—“cheap grace.” Grace means forgive-
ness of past sins, not permission to continue 
sinning, as Satan would like for us to think. Jude 
warned of “godless men, who change [pervert] 
the grace of our God into a license for immo- 
rality” (Jude 4, New International Version). 

Grace is made possible by Christ’s sacrifice 
and by Him serving as our merciful Mediator, 
Advocate and High Priest (1 Timothy 2:5;  
1 John 2:1-2). “Seeing then that we have a 
great High Priest . . . let us therefore come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need” (Hebrews 4:14-16).



28     The Good News

For additional information and the most current airing 
times, or to download or view programs online, visit 
www.beyondtoday.tv.

Arizona
Phoenix ch. 24, Mondays 5:30 p.m.
Prescott ch. 13, Sundays 6:30 a.m.;  
 Saturdays 9 a.m.  
Prescott Valley ch. 13, Sundays 9 a.m. & 6 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 9 a.m. & 3 p.m.
Tucson ch. 73, 98, Sundays 8 a.m.
 ch. 72, 97, Saturdays 10 a.m.
Arkansas
Fayetteville ch. 18, Sundays 10 a.m.; Wednes- 
 days 6 p.m.; Saturdays 9 a.m.
Mena ch. 19, Sundays 8:30 a.m.
Mountain Home ch. 7, 22, Sundays 9 a.m.
California
Alamo ch. 26, Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Berkeley ch. 26, Thursdays 9 p.m. 
Chatsworth ch. 34, Sundays 2:30 p.m.
Clayton ch. 26, Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Concord  ch. 26, 6, 2nd and 4th Thursdays  
 7:30 p.m. 
Danville ch. 26, Thursdays 7:30 p.m.  
Dublin ch. 26, Fridays 4 p.m.
El Cerrito ch. 26, Thursdays 9 p.m.
El Sobrante ch. 26, Thursdays 9 p.m. 
Emeryville ch. 26, Sundays 8 a.m.
Eureka ch. 10, Fridays 7 p.m.
Hayward ch. 28, Tuesdays 10 p.m.
Hemet ch. 3, Fridays 3 p.m.
Hercules ch. 26, Thursdays 9 p.m.
Lafayette ch. 26, Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Livermore ch. 26, Fridays 4 p.m.
Marin County ch. 26, Tuesdays 10:30 p.m.
Martinez ch. 26, Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Modesto ch. 26, Thursdays 8:30 p.m.;  
 Fridays 6 p.m.
Monrovia ch. 16, 98, Tuesdays, Thursdays  
 and Saturdays 4:30 p.m. 
Moraga ch. 26, Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Novato ch. 71, Tuesdays 9:30 p.m.
Oakland ch. 26, Sundays 8 a.m. 
Orinda ch. 26, Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Palo Cedro DCA cable link, Thursdays 10 a.m. 
Pasadena ch. 56, Sundays 6 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Petaluma ch. 26, Sundays 8 p.m.;  
 Fridays 4 p.m. 
Piedmont ch. 26, Sundays 8 a.m. 
Pittsburg ch. 26, Thursdays 12 midnight  
Pleasant Hill ch. 26, Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Pleasanton ch. 26, Fridays 4 p.m.
Redding ch. 11, Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Richmond ch. 26, Thursdays 9 p.m. 
Rossmore ch. 26, Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Sacramento ch. 18, Thursdays 6 p.m. 
San Diego ch. 23, Thursdays 10 p.m. 
San Diego (North) ch. 19, 23, Sundays 3:30 p.m. 
San Francisco ch. 29, Sundays 9 a.m.
San Jose ch. 15A, Wednesdays 4:30 p.m.
San Rafael ch. 26, Tuesdays 7 p.m. 
Santa Clara ch. 15A, Wednesdays 4:30 p.m.
Santa Rosa ch. 72, Sundays 7:30 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 10:30 a.m.
S. Pasadena ch. 6, Thursdays 4 p.m.
Van Nuys ch. 25, Sundays 2 p.m.
Verdugo Hills ch. 20, Thursdays 9:30 p.m.
Walnut Creek ch. 26, 6, 2nd and 4th Thursdays  
 7:30 p.m. 

Colorado
Boulder ch. 43, Fridays 1 p.m.
Florida
Clearwater ch. 21, 96, Sundays 6 a.m.;  
 Tuesdays 6 p.m.; Fridays 10:30 a.m.
St. Petersburg ch. 21, 96, Sundays 6 a.m.;  
 Tuesdays 6 p.m.; Fridays 10:30 a.m.
Tampa ch. 19, 20, Sundays 12:30 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 1 p.m. 

Georgia
Cornelia ch. 4, Sundays 2 p.m.
Hawaii
Lanai ch. 13, Fridays 7 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 7 a.m.
Maui ch. 52, Fridays 7 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 7 a.m.
Molokai ch. 13, Fridays 7 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 7 a.m.
Idaho 
Boise ch. 11, Wednesdays 7:30 p.m. 
Coeur d’Alene ch. 19, Fridays 4 p.m.
Illinois 
Arlington Heights ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Bartlett ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Buffalo Grove ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Chicago ch. 36, times vary
Des Plaines ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
East St. Louis ch. 18, Saturdays 5:30 p.m.
Elkgrove Village ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Glenview ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Golf ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.

Hanover Park ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Hoffman Estates ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Lincolnwood ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Morton Grove ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Mt. Prospect ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Naperville ch. 17, Sundays 10 a.m.
Niles ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. 
Northbrook ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Palatine ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Park Ridge ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Prospect Heights ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Rolling Meadows ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Romeoville ch. 6, Sundays 9 a.m.
Schaumburg ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Skokie ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Springfield ch. 4, Fridays 3 a.m., 11 a.m. & 8 p.m.
Streamwood ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Wheeling ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. 
Wilmette ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Indiana
Bloomington ch. 3, Sundays 9:30 p.m.
Elkhart ch. 99, Mondays 4:30 p.m.
Evansville ch. 7, Mondays 5:30 p.m.
Ft. Wayne ch. 57, Thursdays 2 p.m.
Valparaiso ch. 99, Tuesdays 8:30 p.m.
Iowa
Des Moines ch. 15, Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Kentucky
Covington ch. 17, Sundays 9 a.m.;  
 Thursdays 8:30 p.m.
Hopkinsville ch. 23, Wednesdays and  
 Fridays 11 a.m. 
Murray ch. 19, Sundays 8 p.m. 
Owensboro ch. 52, Sundays 8 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Paducah ch. 2, Thursdays 3:30 p.m. 
Massachusetts
Amherst ch. 12, Tuesdays 9 p.m.
Billerica ch. 8, Sundays 11:30 a.m.;  
 Mondays 12 p.m.; Saturdays 5 p.m.
Boston ch. 22, 23, 83, Sundays 7 a.m.;  
 Wednesdays 10 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
Cambridge ch. 22, 23, 83, Sundays 7 a.m.;  
 Wednesdays 10 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
Greenfield ch. 17, Tuesdays 4 p.m.;  
 Wednesdays 10:30 a.m.
Palmer ch. 15, Sundays 12, 2:30 & 8 p.m.
Shrewsbury ch. 33, Wednesdays 10 p.m.;   
 Thursdays 7 a.m.
Worcester ch. 13, Thursdays 10 a.m.
Michigan
Ann Arbor ch. 17, Thursdays 4:30 p.m.
Grand Haven ch. 22, Mondays 4 p.m.
Grand Rapids ch. 25, Tuesdays or  
 Wednesdays 11 a.m.
Kalamazoo ch. 19, Sundays 8:30 a.m.
Midland ch. 3, Fridays 5:30 p.m.
Mt. Pleasant ch. 3, times vary
Traverse City ch. 2, Sundays 11:30 a.m. 
Minnesota 
Albert Lea ch. 6, Sundays 9:55 a.m.
Austin ch. 6, Sundays 7 p.m.
Blaine ch. 14, Sundays 1 & 9 a.m.;  
 Saturdays 5 p.m.
Brooklyn Center ch. 19, Sundays 4 a.m.; 10 a.m.; 
 4 p.m.; Saturdays 10 p.m.
Brooklyn Park ch. 19, Sundays 4 a.m.; 10 a.m.; 
 4 p.m.; Saturdays 10 p.m.
Burnsville ch. 14, Mondays, Wednesdays,  
 Fridays 4:30 p.m.;  Sundays,  
 Tuesdays, Thursdays,  
 Saturdays 4:30 a.m.
Centerville ch. 14, Sundays 1 & 9 a.m.;  
 Saturdays 5 p.m.
Circle Pines ch. 14, Sundays 1 & 9 a.m.;  
 Saturdays 5 p.m.
Eagan ch. 15, Sundays 6:30 a.m.; Mondays  
 12:30 a.m.; Tuesdays 9:30 p.m.;  
 Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.;  Thursdays  
 3:30 p.m.; Fridays 12:30 p.m.; 
 Saturdays 9:30 a.m.
Golden Valley ch. 19, Sundays 4 a.m.; 10 a.m.; 
 4 p.m.; Saturdays 10 p.m.
Ham Lake ch. 14, Sundays 1 & 9 a.m.;  
 Saturdays 5 p.m.
Inver Grove Hts. ch. 15, Sundays 6:30 a.m.; Mondays  
 12:30 a.m.; Tuesdays 9:30 p.m.;  
 Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.; Thursdays  
 3:30 p.m.; Fridays 12:30 p.m.; 
 Saturdays 9:30 a.m.
Lexington ch. 14, Sundays 1 & 9 a.m.;  
 Saturdays 5 p.m.
Lino Lakes ch. 14, Sundays 1 & 9 a.m.;  
 Saturdays 5 p.m.
Litchfield ch. 10, Sundays 2 a.m., 8:30 a.m.,  
 1 p.m., 7 p.m.; Wednesdays 1 a.m.,  
 3 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Maple Grove ch. 19, Sundays 4 a.m.; 10 a.m.; 
 4 p.m.; Saturdays 10 p.m.
Minneapolis ch. 75, Mondays 6:30 p.m.
New Hope ch. 19, Sundays 4 a.m.; 10 a.m.; 
 4 p.m.; Saturdays 10 p.m.
Osseo ch. 19, Sundays 4 a.m.; 10 a.m.; 

 4 p.m.; Saturdays 10 p.m.
Robbinsdale ch. 19, Sundays 4 a.m.; 10 a.m.; 
 4 p.m.; Saturdays 10 p.m.
Rochester ch. 10, Sundays 10:30 a.m. &  
 7:30 p.m.; Saturdays 7:30 p.m.
Spring Lake Park ch. 14, Sundays 1 & 9 a.m.;  
 Saturdays 5 p.m.
Willmar ch. 8, Thursdays 8 a.m. & 5 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 9 a.m. 
Winona ch. 20, Sundays 2 p.m.;  
 Wednesdays 3 p.m.
St. Charles ch. 20, Sundays 2 p.m.;  
 Wednesdays 3 p.m.
Wabasha ch. 20, Sundays 2 p.m.;  
 Wednesdays 3 p.m.
Missouri
Cape Girardeau ch. 5, Sundays 9 a.m. 
Jackson ch. 5, Sundays 9 a.m.
Jefferson City ch. 3, Wednesdays 6 p.m.
Poplar Bluff ch. 54, Tuesdays 4 p.m.
Springfield ch. 26, Sundays 8:30 a.m.;  
 Wednesdays 7 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 8:30 a.m. 
St. Charles  ch. 18, Sundays 8 a.m.,  
 Saturdays 10 p.m. 
St. Louis ch. 18, Saturdays 5:30 p.m.
Montana
Billings ch. 7, Sundays 6 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 11 a.m. 
Helena ch. 11, Sundays 3 p.m. 
Missoula ch. 7, Sundays 11 a.m.
Nevada 
Carson City ch. 10, Wednesdays 7:30 p.m. 
Reno/Sparks ch. 16, Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
New Hampshire 
LaConia ch. 25, 26, Sundays 7:30 a.m.  
 & 4:30 p.m.
New Jersey 
Newark ch. 19, Sundays 10 p.m.
New Mexico
Albuquerque ch. 27, Fridays 2:30 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 7 p.m.
New York
Binghamton ch. 4, Thursdays 5:30 p.m.
Brooklyn ch. 56, 69, Sundays 10 a.m.
Canandaigua ch. 12, Sundays 2 p.m.
Long Island ch. 20, Thursdays 9:30 a.m.
Manhattan ch. 57, Sundays 7 a.m.
Olean ch. 6, Thursdays 9:30 p.m.
Oneonta ch. 23, Mondays 6 p.m.;  
 Wednesdays 9 p.m.
Queens ch. 35, Mondays 10:30 a.m.
 ch. 56, Sundays 10 p.m.;  
 Thursdays 4:30 p.m.
Rochester ch. 15, Tuesdays & Thursdays 8 a.m.
Woodbury ch. 20, Fridays 8 a.m.
North Carolina
Asheville ch. 20, Sundays 8 a.m.;  
 Fridays 9 a.m.; Saturdays 7:30 a.m.
Burlington ch. 5, 10, Sundays 10 a.m.
Charlotte ch. 21, Saturdays 2 p.m.
Durham ch. 8, Tuesdays 6 p.m.
Greensboro ch. 8, Wednesdays 3 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 6 a.m.
Hickory ch. 3, Sundays 7 p.m.
Mebane ch. 5, 10, Sundays 10 a.m.
Raleigh ch. 22, Tuesdays 6:30 p.m.
North Dakota
Bismarck ch. 12, Sundays 2:30 p.m.
Fargo ch. 12, Tuesdays 10:30 a.m.
Ohio
Athens ch. 23, Sundays 7 p.m.;  
 Wednesdays 7 p.m.
Brunswick ch. 21, Tuesdays 7 p.m.; Wednesdays  
 12:30, 4:30 & 8:30 a.m.;  
 2:30, 6:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Bryan ch. 12, Wednesdays 10 a.m.  
 & 3 p.m.
Cincinnati ch. 18, Sundays 10:30 a.m.;  
 Tuesdays 10 p.m.;  
 Thursdays 11 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 6:30 a.m.
Cleveland West suburbs  ch. 21, Sundays 11:30 a.m.;  
 Thursdays 7 p.m.
Dayton ch. 12, Tuesdays 11 a.m.;  
 Saturdays 3 p.m.
Defiance ch. 5, Sundays 12 noon;  
 Thursdays 6 p.m.
Fairborn ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
Greenville ch. 3, Thursdays 8 p.m.
Oberlin/Wellington ch. 12, Sundays & Saturdays 9 a.m.
Springfield ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
Trotwood ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
Urbana ch. 1, daily 8 a.m., 2 p.m. & 11 p.m.
Vandalia ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
Washington Court House ch. 3, Wednesdays 2 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 10 a.m.
Xenia ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
Oregon
Ashland ch. 15, 31, 95, Sundays 2 p.m.
Eugene ch. 29, Mondays 12:30 a.m.  
 & 12:30 p.m. 

Oregon City ch. 21, Mondays 8 p.m.
Portland ch. 22, Sundays 7:30 p.m.
Salem ch. 23, Sundays 12:30 p.m.;  
 Fridays 2 p.m.; Saturdays 11:30 a.m.  
Woodburn ch. 11, Sundays 9 a.m.
Pennsylvania
Pittsburgh ch. 21, times vary
York ch. 16, Sundays 8:30 p.m.;  
 Mondays 4:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.
Rhode Island
Entire state ch. 14, Fridays 10:30 a.m.
Tennessee
Chattanooga ch. 46, Fridays 11 a.m.
Texas 
Arlington ch. 16, Mondays 1:30 p.m.
Austin ch. 11, Mondays 6 p.m. 
Dallas ch. 14B, 74, Sundays 12:30 p.m.;  
 Thursdays 9:30 p.m. 
Del Rio ch. 19, Sundays 9 a.m.;  
 Wednesdays 5 p.m. 
El Paso ch. 15, Mondays, Fridays,  
 Saturdays 1 p.m. 
Fort Worth ch. 28, Tuesdays 5:30 p.m.;   
 Thursdays 1 p.m.
Houston ch. 17, Sundays 3 p.m.; 
 Tuesdays 9 p.m.
Longview ch. 10, Wednesdays 10 p.m.;  
 Fridays 12 noon
San Antonio ch. 20, Mondays 10:30 a.m.  
 & 6:30 p.m.
Virginia 
Hampton Roads ch. 71, 74, Sundays 10 a.m.
Washington
Everett ch. 77, Wednesday 5 p.m.
Kennewick ch. 13, Sundays 6 p.m.;  
 Tuesdays 8:30 p.m.
Olympia ch. 22, 29, Sundays 9 a.m.;   
 Thursdays 10:30 p.m.
Spokane ch. 25, Sundays 7 p.m. 
Vancouver ch. 11, Sundays 1 p.m.; Tuesdays  
 3:30 p.m.; Thursdays 12 noon;  
 Fridays 8 p.m.
West Virginia
Morgantown ch. 3, Mondays, Wednesdays, 
 Fridays 3 p.m.; Saturdays 10 a.m.
Wisconsin
Beloit ch. 12, Thursdays 6:30 p.m.
Eau Claire ch. 11, Sundays 2 p.m.
Kenosha ch. 14, Sundays & Mondays  
 7:30 p.m.
Madison ch. 4, Sundays 12:30 p.m.
Milwaukee ch. 96, times vary  
Oshkosh ch. 2, Mondays 4 p.m.;  
 Tuesdays 2 p.m.; Fridays 1 p.m.,  
 Saturdays 8 p.m.
Stevens Point ch. 3, Mondays 5 & 9:30 p.m.;  
 Tuesdays 10 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.
West Allis ch. 14, times vary
 

Radio	Log
For additional information and the most current airing 
times, or to download or view programs online, visit 
www.beyondtoday.tv/radio/.

Nationwide
Internet Radio  live365.com, Sundays 9 a.m. (PST)
Alabama
Birmingham  1070 AM, Sundays 7:30 a.m. 
Arizona
Douglas 930 AM, Saturdays 10:30 a.m. 
Globe 1240 AM, Saturdays 10:30 a.m. 
Sierra Vista 1470 AM, Saturdays 10:30 a.m. 
Tucson 940 AM, Saturdays 10:30 a.m. 
California
San Diego  760 AM, Sundays 6 a.m. 
Indiana
Ft. Wayne 1190 AM, Sundays 10 a.m.
Indianapolis 1070 AM, Sundays 7 a.m. 
Louisiana
New Orleans 870 AM, 105.3 FM,  
 Saturdays 9:30 p.m. 
Michigan
Flint 89.7 FM, Sundays 7 a.m.
Lansing 88.1 FM, Sundays 7:30 a.m. 
Lapeer  88.1 FM, Sundays 7 a.m.
Montana
Helena 101.9 FM, Mondays 8 p.m.;   
 Fridays 8 p.m.; Saturdays 8 a.m. 
New York
Buffalo 930 AM, Sundays 6:30 a.m. 
Nebraska
Omaha 1110 AM, Sundays 8:30 p.m. 
Oklahoma
Tulsa  740 AM, Sundays 8 a.m. 
Washington
Seattle 770 AM, Sundays 7 a.m. 
West Virginia
Wheeling  1170 AM, Fridays 8:15 p.m. 

Television	Log
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n the nearly 2,000 years since the 
apostle John was given the visions of 
Jesus Christ’s return in the book of 
Revelation, generations have come 

and gone and humanity still survives. Jesus 
has not returned to set up His Father’s 
Kingdom.

The popularity of the Left Behind 
series of novels and movies, based on 
two authors’ views of the events leading 
to Christ’s return, is testimony to  
the present fascination with the time  
of the end. 

Theologians, scholars, evangelicals, 
fundamentalists and science-fiction buffs 
debate the exact interpretation of biblical 
prophecy—especially the imagery in the 
book of Revelation.

Newsweek reports that while 36 percent 
of Americans believe the book of Revela-
tion contains actual prophecies concern-
ing the future, 47 percent believe that it 
is not to be taken as a portrayal of actual 
events to come. Even fewer in Europe 
know of the existence of the book of 
Revelation! 

Meanwhile, skeptics like to suggest that 
the signs of the end foretold in the Bible 
are simply common conditions that have 
existed at all times.

They point out that we have always seen 
wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes and 
disease epidemics—events foretold by 
Jesus in His most detailed prophecy  
(Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21). 

The wars and bubonic plague of the 
Middle Ages, the Great Depression, the 
Holocaust and the massive devastation of 
World War II were all cataclysmic times 
that some heralded as the end of the world. 
In the 1800s, the Adventist movement in 
the United States formed around the belief 
that Jesus was returning in the year 1844. 

Yet here we are. Time goes on.

Jesus Christ’s prophecies  
of the end time

In Jesus’ prophecy just mentioned, He 

foretold increasing troubles leading to 
great cataclysmic events preceding His 
return. These final events haven’t yet 
occurred. In fact, their completion has only 
become possible in the past few decades. 

Three major prophetic events have yet 
to happen that could not have come about 
until developments in modern times. Let’s 
briefly consider them.

1. The gospel will be preached to  
all the world. In Matthew 24, Jesus tells 
of wars, disease epidemics, earthquakes 
and the persecution of His followers. In 
verse 14 He said, “And this gospel of the 

kingdom will be preached in all the world 
as a witness to all the nations, and then the 
end will come.”

Jesus sent His disciples to spread the 
gospel throughout the Roman Empire. 

But they never reached the entire world. 
In the centuries since, the gospel message 
brought by Christ has at times been almost 
extinguished, a small flicker of light in  
a dark world. 

The printing press, which opened the 
Bible to millions of people in common 
languages, and the creation of mass media 
and modern communications have only 
recently made the fulfillment of this  
prophecy possible.

2. Conditions so bad that, apart from 
God’s intervention, humanity would be 
destroyed. Jesus makes some astounding 

Signs of the End Times—  
Only Possible in Our Day
Every generation has its prophets of doom who claim that the end of the world is right around 
the corner. Could Jesus return at any time, or must certain events take place prior to His return?

by Beyond Today host Gary Petty
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The self-annihilation of humanity wasn’t possible until the  
creation and stockpiling of nuclear and biological weapons. 
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statements in Matthew 24:21-22. He says 
that the time before His return will be so 
chaotic and terrible that it will be like no 
other time in history. He also says that if 
He did not then return, “no flesh would  
be saved”—human life on earth would  
be extinguished.

Humanity has experienced terrible 
calamities, both natural and man-made, 
over the course of history. The Jewish peo-
ple of Jesus’ time suffered a national disas-
ter in A.D. 70 when the Romans sacked 
and destroyed Jerusalem. According to 
contemporary accounts, more than  
a million people died.

Yet these events pale when compared 
to the millions who died from the wars 
and plague that racked Europe in the 14th 
century, or the suffering and death of the 
First World War and the flu epidemic that 
followed, or the 50 million who died in 
World War II. 

Even then, self-annihilation of human-
ity wasn’t possible until the creation and 
stockpiling of nuclear and biological  
weapons. It was simply impossible to  
kill off humanity with spears and swords, 
flintlock rifles or even machine guns, tanks 
and 1,000-pound bombs. 

Only after scientists discovered the 
awesome energy released by splitting the 
atom did it become possible to kill every 
living thing on the planet. Today, apart 
from nuclear stockpiles, there are also 
enough biological weapons stored around 
the world to kill more people than all the 
plagues in history.

3. The reinstitution of sacrifices in  
Jerusalem. In Matthew 24:15-19, Jesus 
warns that when we see the “‘abomina-
tion of desolation’ . . . standing in the holy 
place,” then we’ll know the end is very 
near. The holy place is associated with the 
historic temple that existed in Jerusalem, 
which was symbolic of the throne of God. 

“Holy” intimates God’s presence.
Biblical prophecy often has a former  

and latter fulfillment, meaning that a 
particular prophecy is fulfilled more than 
once. Typically the events first happen  
in a limited way and then later in a more 
complete way. 

Some prophecies have several limited 
fulfillments. The Jewish people of Jesus’ 
day experienced a limited fulfillment of 
this prophecy with the destruction of their 
holy temple and altar in Jerusalem. But 
this passage is given in the context of 
verses 21-22, which foretell a time like  
no other in history—a time when,  
as mentioned above, humanity could  
literally become extinct. 

Following the destruction of Jerusalem 
in A.D. 70, the Jewish people were scat-
tered throughout the Middle East, Europe 
and eventually the New World. Genera-
tions of their descendants longed to return 
to a Jewish homeland and to reestablish 
the temple in honor of the God of the 
Hebrew Scriptures. 

Only with the establishment of a Jewish 
state in 1948 and with the capture of Jeru-
salem in the 1967 Six-Day War did the 
reinstitution of sacrifices become possible.

The prophet Daniel has foretold that, 
before the coming of the Messiah, sacri-
fices will be reestablished in Jerusalem 
(Daniel 12:11). This requires a Jewish 
presence and control of that city. This 
wasn’t possible in the year 1000, during 
the Reformation or even in 1940. But 
today, with the establishment of the mod-
ern state of Israel, it is at last possible for 
this prophecy to be fulfilled.

The good news

In all the years of human history, we 
are the first people living in a time when 
these events can come to pass. The time 
before Christ’s return will be worse than 
the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, 
worse than the events of the 14th century 
that killed between 25 and 30 percent of 
Europe’s population, and worse than the 
First and Second World Wars of the 20th 
century. The good news is that Jesus  
Himself promises to return and save us 
from ourselves.

Christ’s return won’t be like His first 
coming as a crucified Savior, but with 
such power and glory that all peoples of 
all nations will see Him. At that time all 
peoples will hear the trumpet announce-
ment of the King of Kings who will then 
establish His Father’s Kingdom—the 
Kingdom of God—over all the earth.  GN

Are we truly living in the time of 
the end? Is there a way to know 
for sure? What are the biblical 
indications? You need to read the 
free booklets Are We Living in the 
Time of the End? and The Gos-
pel of the Kingdom. Free copies 
are yours for the asking when 
you contact any of our offices, 
or you can request or download 
them from our Web site at www.gnmagazine.org.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request 
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

Repentance
Continued from page 27
hear (or read) the preaching of the “gospel” 
(God’s plan for the salvation of mankind) 
while using His Holy Spirit to enlighten 
and convict the person with spiritual under-
standing (compare 2 Thessalonians 2:14; 
Matthew 13:11; 1 Corinthians 2:10-14). 
If, through The Good News, you are com-
ing to understand biblical truths you have 
never learned before, God may well be 
calling you.

Once God calls a person, He expects a 
twofold response expressed by Jesus in 
Mark 1:15—“Repent, and believe in the 
gospel.” Faith and grace are gifts of God 
(Ephesians 2:8). Likewise, God grants 
repentance, especially when a person prays 
for it (Acts 11:18; 2 Timothy 2:25). And 
Paul said, “The goodness of God leads you 
to repentance” (Romans 2:4).

As we read in Acts 2:38, once a person 
repents and believes the gospel, he must 
then be baptized to receive forgiveness of 
sins and spiritual conversion. The word 
baptize means immerse, and other scrip-
tures clearly show that Peter meant total 
immersion in water as a sign of one’s 
repentance and faith in Jesus Christ as Sav-
ior and Master. (Baptism will be the next 
subject in this series, to be fully covered  
in the next issue of The Good News.)

Let us all give heed to Christ’s warning 
—“Unless you repent you will all likewise 
perish” (Luke 13:3, 5). And Paul tells  
us that God “now commands all men 
everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30).

Remember that God loves and wants to 
save every single person. He is “not willing 
that any should perish but that all should 
come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). In Luke 
15:10, Jesus said, “There is joy in the pres-
ence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.” Will the next one be you?  GN

	 Recommended	Reading
What exactly is God’s calling? What 
does He call us from, and what does 
He call us to? What does He expect 
of us, and what does He want us 
to become? How is He involved in 
this process, and what does it lead 
to? All the steps to repentance, 
forgiveness and spiritual growth 
are explained clearly in our free 
booklet Transforming Your Life: The 
Process of Conversion. Download it or request your free 
copy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request 
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

	 Recommended	Reading
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“Our Amazing Spaceship Earth”

Thank you for The Good News magazine with the beautiful picture of a gal-
axy and the earth with the valuable writing about the meaning of life and the 
message of God. And thank you again for sending me the interesting booklets 
The Road to Eternal Life and What Is Your Destiny? 

F.H., Hungary

I am enjoying your publications, but sometimes I have to respond to some of 
the statements made by your writers. In your article “Our Amazing Spaceship 
Earth” (which is very good and informative), you quoted Genesis 1:26 in which 
God says, “Let us make man in Our image, according to our likeness.” This 
verse clearly states that man, Adam and Eve, were created in the image of God. 
Later Genesis 5:3 tells us that Adam “became the father of a son in his own 
likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth.” After the sin of Adam, 
man was not created in the image of God, but in the image of fallen man. Too 
many people think that they were created in the image of God, when in fact 
they are in the image of their earthly father Adam.

B.W., Internet

Consider three other scriptural passages. First Genesis 9:6: “Whoever 
sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God 
He made man.” James 3:9 tells us that “with it [the tongue] we bless our God 
and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude 
[“likeness,” New International Version] of God.” Finally Paul explains that “we 
are the offspring of God” (Acts 17:29). These passages show that although 
our human behavior has fallen far short of the righteousness of our Creator, 
we are still made in His image. Our free booklet Who Is God? contains a  
chapter explaining much more about this subject. 

Evolution vs. creation

I was extremely fortunate to come across your Web site. I am a devout 
Christian and found your articles on the question of evolution vs. creation thor-
oughly interesting and thought-provoking. I particularly like the way you relate 
scientific thoughts and concepts to biblical statements that shed light on the 
overwhelming evidence of God’s existence. 

These writings further strengthen my belief in God and the purpose of life. That 
purpose can only be revealed in its entirety and purest form by the teachings of 
Christianity via the Holy Bible. 

B.T., Fiji

I sincerely thank you for the publications you have sent me. I have read Life’s 
Ultimate Question: Does God Exist? and Evolution or Creation: Does It Really 
Matter What You Believe? several times over and I can’t help but marvel at 
how so-called experts, learned men, scholars and scientists stubbornly choose 
to close their eyes to all the evidence science itself provides that points to an 
Intelligent Designer, a Creator—while clinging to a theory they cannot even 
prove in a laboratory. 

I have come to believe that the theory of evolution, together with its exponents, 
is just a manifestation of mankind’s natural hostility toward God.

K.E.A., Ghana 

Changed lives around the world

About two years ago I sent up a prayer for guidance in finding God’s truth 
from the Bible because I had lost faith in the doctrine taught in most churches 
today. I’ve tried to live my life following the example that the Lord Jesus set 
for us, but I could never find where He changed the Sabbath to Sunday. So I 
stopped going to church and decided to put my faith in God the way Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob did before there ever was a Bible. 

After I sent up that prayer I started receiving The Good News magazine.  
I am sending a tithe of the check I just received to help in the spreading of His 
true Word. 

K.H.M., Banning, California

I was born a Roman Catholic and received a full and thorough Catholic edu-
cation. I am 44, and in the last year I uncovered some good Web sites relating 

to the truth of the Bible and God’s plan. How astonished I was when I made the 
connections that I simply had never understood before. It was almost audible 
when the pennies dropped. Of course your own site has provided me with so 
much to digest. For the first time I have started observing God’s Holy Days, 
including the Sabbath. 

B.M., United Kingdom

Let me thank you for the great knowledge you impart through your articles 
and booklets. I appreciate the way you explain things from the Bible. Even the 
fact that our Lord was in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights 
was understood only after reading your booklet. 

It is now more than one year since I started to read your articles and book-
lets. One day through searching the Internet I came across your site. Thank 
God it was my starting point. Now I worship God really knowing Him. 

P.V.P., India

Thank you so much for your Good News magazine and the booklets you 
have sent me. Let me tell you how God and your Bible Study Course has helped 
my church. We began a Bible study class last year. Later someone in the group 
asked me if I would teach it. 

Meanwhile I had begun your Bible Study Course (12 lessons) and often I 
would share the thoughts of what I learned from it. I have also used recordings 
of your sermons, which also have become part of our Bible study class (with 
usually between 15 and 30 participants). 

R.C., Hampton, Georgia

I want to thank you for all the biblical material you have sent me. The Word 
of God has enriched me from your booklets. At present I am staying in Dubai 
where we have a lot of religious tolerance, but at times packages are checked 
and the man on duty could be overzealous and destroy Christian material. For 
safety’s sake, please send the booklets in three separate mailings.  

L.R.B., United Arab Emirates

Thank you for the magazine and the booklets. I’m currently incarcerated, 
and through the years one of my doubts about religion was “which one is the 
right one?” One day an officer stopped by my cell door, kept staring at the 
address information and finally slid one of your magazines under the door. The 
officer had left by the time I found out it wasn’t intended for me. 

When I finished reading it, I knew that God had answered my doubts. Now  
I am looking forward to being a part of your church, getting baptized as soon  
as I am released and observing all the festivals of God. 

F.G., Woodville, Texas 

I wanted to write and thank you for the wonderful literature that you  
have graciously been sending to me. I have received many of your booklets 
and I subscribe to The Good News. My mind has been opened to the  
wonderful truth of God’s Kingdom and His purpose for our lives in a way  
I never expected. 

My wife and I have recently been spending our Saturdays reading the book-
lets and studying together with our 10-year-old son. We are learning how to 
keep the Sabbath as God commanded us and we are also trying to learn the 
other laws He has in place for us in order to fulfill His will. I have been led to 
start saving tithes from my income, but have not been sure of where to send 
them. From what I understand, God’s tithe is a form of worship and should go 
to further His work. I would like to know the proper address to send it. 

M.P., Bessemer, Alabama

All contributions are gratefully appreciated. American readers may send them 
to the United Church of God, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio 45254-1027. 
Addresses for our readers residing abroad are listed on page 2 of every issue. 

Published letters may be edited for clarity and space. Address your letters to 
The Good News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio 45254-1027, U.S.A.,  
or e-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be sure to include your full name, city, state 
or province, and country).
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   Reader Updates
   Go to www.ucg.org/gnupdate to sign up for e-mail updates including breaking news, important announcements and more from the publishers of The Good News.

Visit our Web sites: www.gnmagazine.org	and	www.ucg.org/booklets

Why has the Middle East been the center 
of so much conflict over the centuries? 
Why is it torn by hatred and bloodshed 

today? What are the roots of these problems, and 
how will they be solved? 

Astonishingly, this history of con-
flict was prophesied thousands 
of years ago in the pages of your 
Bible. In Zechariah 12:2-3, God 
foretold that Jerusalem would be 

“a cup of drunkenness to all the surrounding 
peoples,” driving them mad in their conflicts 
over the land of Israel and its ancient capital. 

Could any words better describe the futile efforts 
for peace in this strife-torn region?
But the Bible reveals so much more. Its prophets 
foretold the rise and fall of empires and king-
doms that would rule this region. Egypt, Israel, 
Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome all 
came and went—but a great end-time conflict 
will eclipse them all and bring humanity to the 
brink of extinction. 
When will this happen? Can we know how will it 
come about? Be sure to request your free copy of 
the eye-opening booklet The Middle East in Bible 
Prophecy to understand these crucial events!

Why So Much  
Unending Conflict  
in the Middle East?


