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So much is happening in the world, and so quickly. Where are today’s dramatic and dangerous trends taking us? What 
does Bible prophecy reveal about our future? You’re probably very concerned with the direction the world is heading. So 
are we. That’s why we’ve created the World News & Prophecy Web site—to help you understand the news in the light 
of Bible prophecy. This eye-opening site offers you a perspective you won’t find anywhere else—the perspective of 
God’s Word, the Bible. Visit us at www.wnponline.org today!

Ph
ot

os
 a

nd
 m

ap
: 

iS
to

ck
ph

ot
o

Attacks on marriage 
continue unabated

T he Daily Telegraph of London bluntly noted: 
“Government support for gay couples and sin-

gle parents, the rise in cohabitation and an official 
failure to support traditional marriage are said to 
have resulted in previously unconventional lifestyles 
becoming widely accepted” (Jan. 23, 2008). 

Britain’s National Centre for Social Research 
recently conducted its regular survey of British social 
attitudes. The results show that “marriage—once 
the bedrock institution of British society—is seen by 
two thirds of people as virtually indistinguishable from 
cohabitation” (ibid.). Yet the average cost of a tradi-
tional wedding in the United Kingdom amounts to well 
over £17,000 ($34,000). This is a curious anomaly.

The lead editorial in that same Daily Telegraph 
said that “champions of ‘alternative’ lifestyles will be 
cheered by the results” of the survey. But in reality 
the whole nation should be in mourning. These anti-
biblical trends attacking the marriage institution are 
part of a Satanic conspiracy to bring Britain and other 
Western countries to their knees. 

In God’s eyes it does not matter how the major-
ity of the population views human relationships. Our 
Creator clearly states in Malachi 2:16 that He hates 
divorce. He is also infuriated with middle-aged men 
who abandon their wives to marry younger women 
(verse 14). 

The institution of marriage was established at 
creation and is sacred to God and Jesus Christ (see 
Mark 10:1-12). Any sexual relationship outside that 
basic biblical standard is a sin—a “transgression of 
[God’s] law” (1 John 3:4, KJV). 

To understand how you can improve your own 
marriage and family relationships by following the 
guidance outlined in the Bible, request or download 
your free copy of Marriage and Family: The Missing 
Dimension. (Source: The Daily Telegraph [London].)

Why bad news  
in The Good News?

Speaking of global conditions before His return, 
Jesus Christ said our planet will experience 

“a time of great distress, such as there has never 
been before since the beginning of the world,  
and will never be again” (Matthew 24:21, Revised 
English Bible).

The United Church of God, whose members and 
supporters provide the financial backing for The 
Good News and other publications, proclaims the 
good news of Jesus’ imminent return. Yet we often 
report on the negative consequences of human 
behavior leading to the very conditions He said would 
precede His coming.

Following Jesus’ example, part of our purpose 

is to highlight the lessons mankind is writing in its 
self-centered way of living and to warn of where 
this way is leading. But more than that, our inten-
tion is to illustrate the need for an alternative way 
of life—the godly way of life Jesus taught and 
exemplified. Beyond the bad news, we present 
this way of living that would eliminate man’s prob-
lems. We also explain from Scripture that under 
the coming rule of Christ, God’s way will become 
universal—and humanity will at last know true and 
lasting peace.

The world of today is indeed filled with bad news. 
Yet the future holds incredible promise—Christ’s 
return to establish the Kingdom of God (Daniel 
7:13-14; Revelation 11:15), ushering in a wonderful 
world of peace, prosperity and plenty during which 
all people will at last learn to live God’s way of life. 
This truly is good news!

al-Qaeda spreading 
beyond Iraq

Al-Qaeda keeps on keeping on. It sells its brand 
of terrorism to the younger generation, which 

sees its involvement as leading to glory in the next 
world. The U.S. military surge in Iraq has greatly 
reduced the group’s effectiveness, so it’s appar-
ently headed elsewhere to spread terrorism.

An Associated Press report, citing U.S. Direc-
tor of National Intelligence Mike McConnell, noted 
that “Al-Qaida, increasingly tamped down in Iraq, 
is establishing cells in other countries as Osama bin 
Laden’s organization uses Pakistan’s tribal region 
to train for attacks in Afghanistan, the Middle East, 
Africa and the United States” (Feb. 5, 2008).

More than six years after the 9/11 attacks on 
New York and the Pentagon, “Al-Qaida remains 
the pre-eminent threat against the United States,” 
said Admiral McConnell (ibid.). 

Bible prophecy foretells that “at the time of the 
end,” a “king of the South” (Daniel 11:40), appar-
ently a leader from the Muslim world, will initiate a 
great conflict with the “king of the North,” leader 
of a European-based superpower. Constant agi-
tation and increasing terror threats from Islamic 
extremists could be the catalyst that sets such a 
chain of events in motion. In fact, some Islamic 
leaders speak openly of just such a scenario. 
Keep your eyes on the Middle East. (Source: 
Associated Press.) 

Bible prophecy foretells that “at the time of the 

Criminal activity 
runs in some families

Crime in America tends to run in families. 
Nearly half of inmates in state prisons have 

family members who either are or have been 
incarcerated. 

Three brothers in Louisiana are all convicted 
murderers serving life sentences in the state 
prison system. Among the many prisoners 

awaiting capital punishment in California are six  
sets of brothers. Texas has already executed six 
sets of siblings, and two sets of cousins are on 
death row. 

In addition to female partner Bonnie Parker, the 
1930s notorious robber and murderer Clyde Barrow 
also had a brother who occasionally joined him in 
robbing banks. Brothers Jesse and Frank James 
made a career of crime in the late 1800s. 

Clearly family members influence one another for 
better or for worse. According to USA Today, “The 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
says an estimated 2 million children with one or 
both parents incarcerated face the greatest risk of 
perpetuating the cycle of crime across generations” 
(Jan. 29, 2008).

Breaking the cycle of family crime is a supremely 
difficult, but necessary, national challenge, and one 
that must start in the home. You can learn many 
foundational principles in our free booklets Making 
Life Work and Marriage and Family: The Missing 
Dimension. (Source: USA Today.)  
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‘Watch Therefore, and Pray Always’ 
These words of Jesus Christ underscore the importance of a right understanding of Bible 
prophecy and show the need for action on our part—beginning with personal repentance.

feel as if I live in two different worlds. 
One world is the United States, where 
my wife and I live in Michigan, her home 
state. Then there’s the rest of the world. I 

travel frequently to Ghana in Africa and Eng-
land, my home country. Occasionally I also 
visit other countries. Oddly enough, there’s a 
certain sameness to all of these, at least in the 
area about which I’m writing. Let me explain.

In January I was in Ghana. Almost every 
day I was able to watch CNN International 
on the television in my hotel room. Where 
this was not possible, I could listen to the 
BBC World Service on my portable radio. 

CNN International is a channel that comes 
out of London. It’s owned by CNN in Atlanta 
but is quite different from the U.S. version. 
Its focus is far more international, as is the 
BBC World Service, which is available 24/7 
on radio in Ghana’s capital city of Accra and 
can be heard across much of the globe.

The BBC, like CNN, also has an interna-
tional television news channel called BBC 
World. Satellite subscribers in most countries 
can receive this channel along with CNN 
International. 

But not viewers in the United States. In 
America, neither CNN International nor 
BBC World is available. 

For whatever reasons, although many of 
us in the United States have access to half a 
dozen or so 24-hour news channels, not one 
of the international news channels is avail-
able here. The result is that Americans’ view 
of the world is somewhat narrow—we miss 
the broader coverage found elsewhere. 

This is what I mean by saying that I live  
in two different worlds. 

When I’m overseas I watch international 
news programs whose primary focus truly is 
international. As soon as I return to America, 
the U.S. presidential election is about all 
there is. No wonder most Americans see 
themselves and their country as the central 
focus of everything.

While it remains true that the president of 
the United States is the world’s most impor-
tant political figure, a great deal is happening 
around the world that should also grab the 
attention of Americans. More importantly, 

there’s a great deal happening that should 
grab the attention of Christians.

A sense of urgency

In Matthew 24:42, speaking of the time 
of His return, Jesus Christ said, “Watch 
therefore, for you do not know what hour 
your Lord is coming” (emphasis added 
throughout).

These words convey a sense of urgency.
Elsewhere we read that “after John was 

put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preach-
ing the gospel of the kingdom of God, and 
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the king-
dom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe 
the gospel’” (Mark 1:14-15).

Here we see, encapsulated in just two 
verses of the Gospels, the most important 
focus of Bible prophecy—the coming King-
dom of God, coupled in turn with a call to 
repentance. 

Again, a great sense of urgency, of imme-
diacy, is conveyed here in Christ’s words. 
Prophecy and repentance go hand in hand. 
An awareness of world conditions leading to 
the coming Kingdom of God will help us to 
stay focused spiritually. “Seek first the king-
dom of God,” Christ said in Matthew 6:33.

Cynics will dismiss this by pointing out 
that Jesus spoke these words 2,000 years ago 
and yet here we are, still waiting. 

But wait a minute.
Jesus walked the earth two millennia ago 

during the Roman occupation of Judea. 
Many of the people around Him must have 
been aware of Bible prophecies that had 
foretold the coming of the Roman Empire. 

In Matthew 24, where Christ’s disciples 
asked Him what signs would herald His sec-
ond coming, He referred to the prophet Dan-
iel: “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination 
of desolation’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet 
. . .” (Matthew 24:15). His disciples were 
clearly familiar with Daniel’s prophecies.

This was also the case with the secular 

first-century Jewish historian Josephus, 
who relates an interesting prophetic anec-
dote. Writing about an earlier conqueror of 
the region, Alexander the Great, Josephus 
recounts the enthusiasm shown by the Jews 
at Alexander’s arrival in Jerusalem: 

“And when he [Alexander] went up  
into the temple, he offered sacrifice to God, 
according to the high priest’s direction, and 

magnificently treated both the high priest and 
the priests. And when the book of Daniel was 
[shown to] him, wherein Daniel declared that 
one of the Greeks should destroy the empire 
of the Persians, he supposed that himself was 
the person intended” (Antiquities of the Jews, 
Book 11, chap. 8, sec. 5). 

A footnote adds that “the place showed 
Alexander might be Daniel 7:6; 8:3-8,  
20-23; 11:3.” These are all prophecies about  
the coming of Alexander, written more than 
two centuries earlier by the prophet Daniel, 
during the time of the Babylonian Empire.

Chapters 2 and 7 of Daniel, recorded 
during the reigns of Nebuchadnezzar and 
Belshazzar, both kings of Babylon, foretold a 
series of gentile empires that would succeed 
one another over a span of centuries. The 
Babylonian Empire, the first, was to be con-
quered by Persia, which in turn would fall  
to Greece under Alexander the Great. 

The prophecies even go so far as to show 
that Alexander would die young and that his 
empire would be divided into four smaller 
kingdoms, which is exactly what happened. 
In time, the Hellenistic kingdoms that suc-
ceeded Alexander would eventually be  
conquered by Rome. 

The Jews of Christ’s time knew all this. 
They knew that the empire that had con-
quered them had been prophesied centuries 
earlier by Daniel. Bible prophecy was  
very real to them. They also knew that the 
Roman Empire would, in turn, fall with the 
coming of the Kingdom of God (Daniel 
2:44). So when Jesus Christ came preach-

Correctly understanding the prophetic time line is crucial 
and should create in us a greater sense of urgency. 

I
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ing the gospel of the Kingdom of God and 
calling on people to repent (Mark 1:14-15), 
there was a definite sense of urgency.

What they likely did not understand, how-
ever, was that the original Roman Empire 
was to be succeeded by successive revivals 
(Daniel 7:7-8) over the course of the next 
2,000 years. The final resurrection, a union 
of “ten kings who have received no kingdom 
as yet, but . . . receive authority for one hour 
as kings with the beast” (Revelation 17:12), 
still lies ahead.

The crucial prophetic time line

Correctly understanding the prophetic 
time line is crucial and should create in us 
a greater sense of urgency. It should help us 
see that God is in charge, and His prophetic 
plan will come to pass as assuredly as the 
rising and setting of the sun. As Daniel 2:21 
tells us, “He changes the times and the sea-
sons; He removes kings and raises up kings; 
He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge 
to those who have understanding.” 

In another sense, “the Kingdom of God 
is at hand.” King David wrote that “the 
days of our lives are seventy years” (Psalm 
90:10). Hebrews 9:27 reminds us that “it is 
appointed for men to die once.” We will all 
die, and not many of us around the world 
will surpass the 70-year figure given here. 
In the next moment of our consciousness we 
will be resurrected at a time that coincides 
with the coming of the Kingdom of God. So 
in that sense the Kingdom is “at hand” for 
each and every one of us.

After the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, the apostles continued the work of 
preaching the gospel. On the Feast of Pente-
cost shortly after Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion, more than 3,000 people were added to 
the Church following Peter’s powerful ser-
mon showing Jesus was indeed the Messiah 
through His fulfillment of many prophecies: 

“Now when they heard this, they were cut 
to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, ‘Men and brethren, what shall 
we do?’ Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, 
and let every one of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit’” (Acts 2:37-38).

Clearly, prophecy and repentance go 
together.

It’s the same today, almost 2,000 years 
later. Again, an awareness of Bible prophecy 
and an understanding of where we are in 
the prophetic time line should fill us with a 
greater sense of spiritual urgency—of putting 
our spiritual house in order. While we should 
always plan physically as if we are going to 
die at an old age, we should plan spiritually 
as if we could die tomorrow—for indeed  
we could.

Prophecy has taken on a renewed urgency 
in the last six decades since the establish-
ment of a Jewish nation in the Middle East. 
The state of Israel (actually part of the house 
of Judah historically and in prophecy) had 
to arise in modern times for many end-time 
prophecies to be fulfilled. 

It’s not surprising that Jesus Christ’s focus, 

when answering the question “When will 
these things be?” (Luke 21:7), was on Jerusa-
lem (verse 20). In verse 36 He adds: “Watch 
therefore, and pray always that you may be 
counted worthy to escape all these things that 
will come to pass, and to stand before the 
Son of Man” (Luke 21:36).

Jesus promised His true followers a way 
of escape from the terrifying events that are 
prophesied to take place immediately before 
His return. World conditions will be so dan-
gerous that Jesus Christ said He would return 
to save the human race from destroying itself 
(Matthew 24:22). 

Clearly, it helps us spiritually to be aware 
of the times in which we live. Our primary 
focus should be on the Middle East, but 
those 10 kings are soon to unite in Europe,  
so that should be another area of focus for us.

If you live in the United States, you are not 
likely to learn much about these areas of pro-
phetic emphasis, especially in a presidential 
election year. 

Thankfully, in our area public radio car-
ries the BBC World Service for a few hours 
daily. It’s also available 24/7 via the Internet. 
However, although it has more international 
correspondents than any other news service, 
it also has its shortcomings. Modern Britain 
is a very secular country, and this is reflected 
in the BBC’s coverage—especially that of 
the Middle East, a crucial area to watch.

It’s important not only to watch the news 
to be alert to what’s going on in the world, 
but also to vary your sources. Don’t rely on 
just one channel or one newsmagazine, as 
each has strengths and weaknesses. For a 
complete picture, read and “watch” widely. 
And continue to read The Good News to  
gain the crucial prophetic and biblical under-
standing you won’t find anywhere else.  GN

Recommended Reading
How can you better understand 
Bible prophecy? What are its 
major themes? What is its time 
line? Where can you turn to fit it 
all together? You need to know! 
Download or request your free 
copy of You Can Understand 
Bible Prophecy to discover the 
answers. While you’re at it, also 
be sure to request our monthly 
World News and Prophecy newsletter. Both are yours 
free for the asking!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request 
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets
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ach spring the excitement of Easter 
fills the air. Many churches prepare 
special Easter programs about the 
death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. At home mothers color eggs, and  
parents hide the brightly colored symbols  
of Easter around the house and lawn so that, 
come Easter morning, their chil-
dren can excitedly hunt for them.

Stuffed Easter bunnies and 
chocolate rabbits are seen every-
where in the weeks leading up to 
this major religious observance. 
Then there are the Easter sunrise 
services, where churchgoers 
gather to hear about Jesus’ resur-
rection and honor that miracu-
lous event by watching the sun 
come up in the east.

But what do colored eggs 
and the Easter Bunny have to 
do with Jesus Christ’s resurrec-
tion? How did these seemingly 
irreligious symbols come to be 
associated with that event?

Can we find any historical or 
biblical record of Jesus or His 
disciples observing Easter or 
teaching parents and children 
to dye eggs and display bunnies 
on this holiday? Did Jesus or His apostles 
instruct any of His followers to meet to 
honor His resurrection at sunrise on Eas-
ter Sunday—or at any other time, for that 
matter?

If Easter was not sanctioned by Jesus or 
instituted by His apostles, then where did 
Easter come from? In other words, if Jesus 
were living among us as a flesh-and-blood 
human being, would He celebrate Easter or 
encourage others to do so?

Answers to these questions are readily 
available. Some may take a little research, 
but they become clear when we look into 
history and the Bible.

The apostles’ record on Easter

As surprising as this may sound, nowhere 
in the New Testament can you find any ref-
erence to Easter. In the King James Version 
of the Bible (in Acts 12:4) you do find the 
word Easter, but it is a blatantly erroneous 

mistranslation that has been corrected in  
virtually every other Bible translation. 

The original Greek word there is pascha, 
correctly translated as “Passover” in virtually 
every modern version of the Bible every-
where it appears in the Scriptures. It refers 
to the biblical Passover originally instituted 

when God freed the Israelites from slavery in 
Egypt (Exodus 12:1-14).

The original apostles, from the inception 
of the New Testament Church to near the 
end of the first century, when the apostle 
John died, left absolutely no record of 
observing Easter or teaching others to do so. 
From Jesus to John, not one of the apostles 
gave even the slightest hint of celebrating or 
advocating the observance of what we know 
today as Easter Sunday.

However, that doesn’t mean the early 
Church did not hold to specific religious 
observances. The apostle Paul, some 25 
years after Jesus’ death and resurrection, 
plainly told members of the church at 
Corinth that they should continue to observe  
the Passover as Christ commanded. 

Paul wrote: “For I received from the Lord 
that which I also delivered to you: that the 
Lord Jesus on the same night in which He 
was betrayed took bread; and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘Take, 
eat; this is My body which is broken for you; 
do this in remembrance of Me.’ In the same 
manner He also took the cup after supper, 
saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My 
blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.’

“For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death till  
He comes. Therefore whoever 
eats this bread or drinks this  
cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty of the 
body and blood of the Lord”  
(1 Corinthians 11:23-27).

Paul was concerned that the 
Church members in Corinth 
observe the Passover in the right 
way, with reverence and proper 
comprehension of its meaning.

The writings of Paul and of 
Luke, his traveling companion 
and author of the book of Acts, 
regularly mention keeping the 
weekly Sabbath day and the bib-
lical festivals listed in Leviticus 
23. But Easter is conspicuously 
absent (1 Corinthians 5:6-8; 
16:8; Acts 2:1-4; 13:42, 44; 

17:1-3; 18:4; 20:6, 16).
Since Easter wasn’t introduced by Jesus 

or the apostles, where did it come from, and 
how did it come to be such an accepted part 
of traditional Christianity?

The origin of Easter

It’s not that difficult to trace the surprising 
origins of Easter and what it really repre-
sents. Many scholarly works show that Eas-
ter is a pre-Christian religious holiday, one 
that was created and developed long before 
Jesus’ time and carried forward to the mod-
ern era through such empires as Babylon, 
Persia, Greece and finally Rome.

Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary  
of Old and New Testament Words notes: “The 
term ‘Easter’ is not of Christian origin. It 
is another form of Astarte, one of the titles 
of the Chaldean [Babylonian] goddess, the 
queen of heaven. The festival of Pasch [Pass-
over] held by Christians in post-apostolic 

GOOD NEWS FEATURE • Would Jesus Christ Celebrate Easter?

Would Jesus Christ Celebrate Easter?    
For millions of people Easter Sunday is the most important religious holiday of the year.  
But if Jesus walked the dusty roads of Galilee today, would He observe Easter?   

by Jerold Aust
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times was a continuation of the Jewish feast  
. . . From this Pasch the pagan festival of 
‘Easter’ was quite distinct and was intro-
duced into the apostate Western religion, as 
part of the attempt to adapt pagan festivals  
to Christianity” (W.E. Vine, 1985, “Easter”).

Alexander Hislop, in his book The Two 
Babylons (1959), explores the origins of 
Easter. He discovered that a form of Easter 
was kept in many nations, not necessarily 
only those that professed Christianity: “What 
means the term Easter itself? . . . It bears its 
Chaldean origin on its very forehead. Easter 
is nothing else than Astarte, one of the titles 
of Beltis, the queen of heaven, whose name, 
as pronounced by the people of Nineveh, 
was . . . Ishtar” (p. 103).

Easter and the practices associated with it 
can be traced back to various pagan rituals. 
Hislop explains that “the forty days’ absti-
nence of Lent was directly borrowed from 
the worshippers of the Babylonian goddess” 
(p. 104). In Egypt a similar 40-day period 
of abstinence “was held expressly in com-
memoration of Adonis or Osiris, the great 
mediatorial god” (p. 105).

A pre-Christian spring festival

How, then, did 40 days’ abstinence come 
to be associated with a resurrection? Hislop 
continues: “Among the pagans this Lent 
seems to have been an indispensable pre-
liminary to the great annual festival in com-
memoration of the death and resurrection of 
Tammuz, which was celebrated by alternate 
weeping and rejoicing” (p. 105).

Tammuz was a chief Babylonian deity and 
husband of the goddess Ishtar. Worship of 
Tammuz was so widespread in ancient times 
that it even spread into Jerusalem. In Ezekiel 
8:12-18 God describes that worship and calls 
it an abomination—something repugnant 
and disgusting to Him.

The Babylonians held a great festival 
every spring to celebrate Tammuz’s death 
and supposed resurrection many centuries 
before Christ walked the earth (see “The Res-
urrection Connection” on page 18). Hislop 
comprehensively documents evidence show-
ing that Easter’s origins precede the modern 
Christian holiday by more than 2,000 years!

Hislop cites the fifth-century writings of 
Cassianus, a Catholic monk of Marseilles, 
France, on the subject of Easter’s being a 
pagan custom rather than a New Testament 
observance. “It ought to be known,” the 
monk stated, “that the observance of the 
forty days [i.e., the observance of Lent] had 
no existence, so long as the perfection of 
that primitive Church remained inviolate” 
(p. 104).

Sir James Frazer describes Easter ceremo-
nies entering into the established church: 
“When we reflect how often the Church has 
skillfully contrived to plant the seeds of the 
new faith on the old stock of paganism, we 
may surmise that the Easter celebration of 
the dead and risen Christ was grafted upon 
a similar celebration of the dead and risen 
Adonis [the Greek name for Tammuz], which 
. . . was celebrated in Syria at the same sea-
son” (The Golden Bough, 1993, p. 345).

Why eggs and rabbits?

What about other customs associated with 
Easter? One Catholic writer explains how 
eggs and rabbits came to be connected with 
Easter. You will quickly notice an absence of 
any link or reference to the Holy Bible when 
it comes to these rituals:

“The egg has become a popular Easter 
symbol. Creation myths of many ancient 
peoples center in a cosmogenic egg from 
which the universe is born. In ancient Egypt 
and Persia friends exchanged decorated eggs 
at the spring equinox, the beginning of their 
New Year. 

“These eggs were a symbol of fertility for 
them because the coming forth of a live crea-
ture from an egg was so surprising to people 
of ancient times. Christians of the Near East 
adopted this tradition, and the Easter egg 
became a religious symbol. It represented 
the tomb from which Jesus came forth to 
new life” (Greg Dues, Catholic Customs and 
Traditions, 1992, p. 101; emphasis added 
throughout).

Like eggs, rabbits came to be linked with 
Easter because they were potent symbols 
associated with ancient fertility rites. “Little 
children are usually told that the Easter eggs 
are brought by the Easter Bunny. Rabbits  
are part of pre-Christian fertility symbol-
ism because of their reputation to reproduce 
rapidly. The Easter Bunny has never had a 
religious meaning” (p. 102).

Honest Bible scholars freely admit that 
Jesus never sanctioned this pre-Christian 
holiday, nor did His apostles. In the cen-
turies to follow among those who called 
themselves Christian, Easter eventually sup-
planted the Passover, the biblical ceremony 
Jesus and the apostle Paul told Christians  
to observe.

This came to a head with the Emperor 
Constantine and the Council of Nicaea—
almost three centuries after Jesus was killed 
and rose again.

Says The Encyclopaedia Britannica: “A 
final settlement of the dispute [over whether 
and when to observe Easter or Passover]  
was one among the other reasons which 

led Constantine to summon the council 
of Nicaea in 325 . . . The decision of the 
council was unanimous that Easter was to 
be kept on Sunday, and on the same Sunday 
throughout the world, and ‘that none should 
hereafter follow the blindness of the Jews’” 
(11th edition, pp. 828-829, “Easter”). 

Constantine’s decision was a fateful 
turning point for Christianity. Those who 
remained faithful to the instruction of Jesus 
and the apostles would be outcasts, a small 
and persecuted minority (John 15:18-20). A 
vastly different set of beliefs and practices—
recycled from ancient pre-Christian religions 
but dressed in a Christian cloak—would take 
hold among the majority.

What would Jesus do?

Since Easter (with all the pagan symbols 
that have come with it) was adopted by the 
Catholic Church centuries after Christ’s 
ascension, should Christians observe this 
holiday and encourage others to do so?

To answer that question, let’s go back to 
the title of this article, “Would Jesus Christ 
Celebrate Easter?”

He certainly could have told us to. So 
could the apostles, whose teaching and 
doctrine are preserved for us in the book 
of Acts and the epistles written by Paul, 
Peter, James, Jude and John. But nowhere 
do we find a hint of support for Easter or 
anything remotely resembling it. What 
we do find, as pointed out earlier, is clear 
instruction from Jesus and Paul to keep 
the Passover and other biblical—and truly 
Christian—observances.

Holy Scripture does not support this pre-
Christian holiday and, in fact, condemns such 
celebrations. Because Scripture condemns 
pagan practices and the worship of false gods 
(Deuteronomy 12:29-32), we know that God 
the Father and Jesus His Son have no interest 
in Easter and do not approve of it.

Jesus, in fact, is diametrically opposed to 
religious rituals that supposedly honor Him 
but in reality are rooted in the worship of 
false gods. He makes clear the difference 
between pleasing God and pleasing men: 
“Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, 
as it is written: ‘This people honors Me  
with their lips, but their heart is far from 
Me. And in vain they worship Me, teaching 
as doctrines the commandments of men  
. . . All too well you reject the command-
ment of God, that you may keep your  
tradition’” (Mark 7:6-9).

Easter is a tradition of men, not a com-
mandment of God. But it’s more than that. 
It is a pagan tradition of men that, like other 
traditions involved in the worship of false 
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gods, is abhorrent to the true God. Jesus and 
His apostles would never sanction its obser-
vance because it mingles paganism with sup-
posedly Christian symbolism and ritual. It is 
rooted in ancient pre-Christian fertility rites 
that have nothing to do with Jesus.

In reality, most of the trappings associated 
with Easter reveal that the holiday is actu-
ally a fraud pawned off on unsuspecting and 
well-intentioned people. God wants us to 
worship in spirit and truth (John 4:23-24), not 
to recycle ancient customs used to worship 
other gods.

Even the timing of the events used to 
justify celebrating Jesus’ resurrection on a 
Sunday morning—that He was crucified 
on the afternoon of Good Friday and resur-
rected before dawn on Sunday morning—are 
demonstrably false, as an examination of the 
Scriptures shows.

For those who want concrete proof that 
He was indeed the Messiah and Savior of 
mankind, Jesus made a promise: “An evil 
and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, 
and no sign will be given to it except the 
sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was 
three days and three nights in the belly of the 

great fish, so will the Son of Man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth” (Matthew 12:39-40).

Try as some might, there is no way to cal-
culate three days and three nights from late 
Friday afternoon to Sunday morning before 
daylight. At most, this amounts to barely 
more than a day and a half. Either Jesus was 
mistaken, or those who say He was crucified 
on a Friday and resurrected on a Sunday are 
mistaken. You can’t have it both ways.

Jesus’ instructions remain consistent

If Jesus walked the dusty roads of Galilee 
today, would He celebrate Easter? Certainly 
not. But He would be consistent because 
He does not change (Hebrews 13:8). For 
instance, He would keep the annual Passover 
in the same manner as He instructed His fol-
lowers to keep it (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; 
John 13:15-17). And Jesus would observe 
the Days of Unleavened Bread in the way 
He inspired Paul to instruct early Christians 
(1 Corinthians 5:6-8).

Anyone who wants to be right with God, 
who wants to be a true disciple of Christ, 
the Master Teacher, will carefully examine 

his beliefs and practices to see whether they 
agree with the Bible. Such a person will not 
try to honor God with ancient idolatrous 
practices, violating His explicit commands 
(Deuteronomy 12:29-32; 2 Corinthians 6:14-
18; 7:1). Easter, as we have seen, is filled 
with idolatrous trappings.

Simply claiming that something is Chris-
tian or is done to honor God doesn’t make it 
acceptable to God. Easter doesn’t represent 
a resurrected Jesus Christ. Rather—difficult 
as it may be to admit—it merely continues 
the practices pagans followed thousands of 
years ago to honor their nonexistent gods. If 
we are to escape the calamities prophesied 
to come on those who place the ways of this 
world ahead of God, then we must repent  
of following traditions that dishonor Him 
(Revelation 18:1-5).

God wants us to honor and obey Him 
according to His instructions in His Word. 
Then He can use us to represent His holy 
Son, our Savior and the Messiah, who will 
return to the earth. No greater calling can be 
extended to human beings. May you have 
the heart to seek understanding and God’s 
perfect will!  GN

GOOD NEWS FEATURE • Would Jesus Christ Celebrate Easter?

ow did worship of an ancient god and goddess come to be associated 
with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ? Although the details 
are lost in time, a closer look at the ancient mythology surrounding their 

worship will help us understand how pagan practices have survived in popular 
Easter customs.

Two of the earliest recorded deities were the Babylonian fertility god Tam-
muz and the goddess Ishtar. Every year Tammuz “was believed to die, passing 
away from the cheerful earth to the gloomy subterranean world . . .” (Sir James 
Frazer, The Golden Bough, 1993, p. 326).

The seasonal cycle came to be connected with Tammuz’s supposed annual 
death and resurrection. “Under the names of Osiris, Tammuz, Adonis, and Attis, 
the peoples of Egypt and Western Asia represented the yearly decay and revival 
of life . . . which they personified as a god who annually died and rose again from 
the dead. In name and detail the rites varied from place to place: in substance 
they were the same” (p. 325).

Many of these rites revolved around inducing the return of Tammuz from 
the dead. One of these ceremonies is recorded in Ezekiel 8:14, where Ezekiel 
saw in vision an abominable sight—women “weeping for Tammuz” at the very 
temple of God.

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary says regarding this verse: “Tammuz, later 
linked to Adonis and Aphrodite by name, was a god of fertility and rain . . . In the 
seasonal mythological cycle, he died early in the fall when vegetation withered. 
His revival, by the wailing of Ishtar, was marked by the buds of spring and the 
fertility of the land. Such renewal was encouraged and celebrated by licentious 
fertility festivals . . . The women would have been lamenting Tammuz’s death. 
They perhaps were also following the ritual of Ishtar, wailing for the revival of 
Tammuz” (Ralph Alexander, Vol. 6, 1986, pp. 783-784).

As worship of Tammuz and Ishtar spread to the Mediterranean region, 
including the territory of biblical Israel, the pair came to be worshipped under 

other names—Baal and Astarte (Ashtoreth), Attis and Cybele, and Adonis and 
Aphrodite. God heatedly condemned the sensual, perverted worship of Baal and 
Astarte (Judges 2:11-15; 3:7-8; 10:6-7; 1 Kings 11:4-6, 31, 33; 16:30-33; 
22:51-53).

In ancient worship we find the mythology that would ultimately link these 
ancient customs to Christ’s death and resurrection. Says Alan Watts: “It would be 
tedious to describe in detail all that has been handed down to us about the various 
rites of Tammuz, Adonis, . . . and many others . . . But their universal theme—the 
drama of death and resurrection—makes them the forerunners of the Christian 
Easter, and thus the first ‘Easter services.’ As we go on to describe the Christian 
observance of Easter we shall see how many of its customs and ceremonies 
resemble these former rites” (Easter: Its Story and Meaning, 1950, p. 58).

In its various forms, worship of Tammuz-Adonis-Attis spread around the Roman 
Empire, including to Rome itself. As Christianity spread through the empire,  
religious leaders apparently merged customs and practices associated with this 
earlier “resurrected” god and applied them to the resurrected Son of God.

In this respect Easter followed the pattern of Christmas in being officially 
sanctioned and welcomed into the church. “Motives of the same sort may have 
led the ecclesiastical authorities to assimilate the Easter festival of the death 
and resurrection of their Lord to the festival of the death and resurrection of 
another Asiatic god which fell at the same season. Now 
the Easter rites still observed in Greece, Sicily and south-
ern Italy bear in some respects a striking resemblance to 
the rites of Adonis . . . The Church may have consciously 
adapted the new festival to its heathen predecessor for 
the sake of winning souls to Christ” (Frazer, p. 359).

(Excerpted from Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter 
Which Days We Keep? To download or request your free 
copy, go to www.gnmagazine.org/booklets.)

The Resurrection Connection
H
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God, Science and the Bible 
News from the world of science about God and the Bible

by Mario Seiglie, Tom Robinson and Scott Ashley

Tomb of biblical King Cyrus may be lost forever

The sixth-century-B.C. Persian emperor Cyrus II, 
known to history as Cyrus the Great, is one of 

the most intriguing figures mentioned in the Bible. 
Recognized as a remarkably enlightened ruler for his 
era, he also played a key role in the fulfillment of a 
major Bible prophecy.

His story begins about a century before his birth 
when God inspired the prophet Isaiah to write: “Thus 
says the Lord . . . , who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My 
shepherd, and he shall perform all My pleasure, 
saying to Jerusalem, “You shall be built,” and to the 
temple, “Your foundation shall be laid.”’

“Thus says the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have held—to subdue nations 
before him and loose the armor of kings, to open 
before him the double doors, so that the gates will 
not be shut . . . I will give you the treasures of dark-
ness and hidden riches of secret places, that you 
may know that I, the Lord, who call you by your 
name, am the God of Israel” (Isaiah 44:24, 28; 45:1-
3, emphasis added).

The kingdom of Judah fell to Babylonian invaders 
about a century later, in 586 B.C. Jerusalem was 
razed to the ground; its walls and its magnificent 
temple, constructed by King Solomon, were utterly 
demolished. Most of the citizens of Jerusalem and 
Judah were taken captive to Babylon. Yet God did 
not forget His promise to eventually bring His people 
back to Jerusalem (Jeremiah 29:10-14). 

Ironically, just about the time Jerusalem fell to the 
Babylonians, Cyrus was born to parents who were 
members of the royal families of the Medes and Per-
sians. In 558 B.C. he became a Persian king, and by 
548 he ruled all of Persia and Media.

In 539 B.C. Cyrus conquered Babylon. In doing so, 
he fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy that God would “open 

before him the double doors, so that the gates will 
not be shut.” This was a remarkably accurate refer-
ence to the way Cyrus was able to overthrow the 
seemingly impregnable city of Babylon. 

The Euphrates River flowed into Babylon through 
massive gates. Cyrus had his troops divert the river 
by removing ancient dikes that kept it in its course 
(referred to in Isaiah 44:27). He also managed to get 
a spy into the city, who had the inner gates along 
the river unlocked. Then, under cover of darkness, 
the king’s forces waded into the city under the gates 
though the now-drained riverbed. Before sunrise, 

the great city of Babylon was conquered—and all 
according to prophecy.

Cyrus incorporated Babylon into his growing 
empire. In a time when conquerors were routinely 
merciless with their captives, Cyrus, in contrast, was 
known as a benevolent ruler who offered consider-
able freedom to the peoples previously conquered 
by the Babylonians.

Ezra 1 records the decree issued by Cyrus allow-
ing the Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild their 
temple. This set the stage for the rebuilding of Jeru-
salem and the temple foretold by Isaiah about a cen-
tury and a half earlier, long before they had even been 
attacked and destroyed. The entire story is described 
in the biblical books of Ezra and Nehemiah.

Sadly, the foresight and tolerance shown by Cyrus 
hasn’t extended to the successors of his kingdom, the 
rulers of modern-day Iran. Reports out of Iran have 
accused the ruling religious authorities of embarking 
on a campaign to sever the Iranian people from their 
pre-Islamic past, similar to the campaign waged by 
the Taliban in neighboring Afghanistan. 

The sites of Persepolis, ancient capital of the 
Persian Empire, and Pasargad, location of the tomb 
of Cyrus, are soon to be submerged behind a new 
dam. Whether or not this is a deliberate attempt to 
eradicate evidence of the past, it will certainly serve 
that end—and the ruling religious authorities seem 
all too content to stand by as these priceless sites 
disappear forever. 

Although little is left of the city of Pasargad, Cyrus’ 
tomb is largely intact and has been partially restored 
in previous years. A group of Iranian scholars has 
founded the Pasargad Heritage Foundation to draw 
attention to the issue and seek United Nations  
protection for the site. 

The tomb of Cyrus the Great, a promi-
nent biblical figure, may soon be sub-
merged, along with the remains of two 
major Persian cities, behind a dam in Iran.
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Nehemiah’s wall discovered? 
So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two 

days. And it happened, when all our enemies heard of it, and all the 
nations around us saw these things, that they were very disheartened in their 
own eyes; for they perceived that this work was done by our God,” wrote 
Nehemiah, a fifth-century-B.C. governor of Judea, as recorded in Nehemiah 
6:15-16.

Until now, few remains from Nehemiah’s time in Jerusalem (444-432 
B.C.) have been uncovered. But now, Eilat Mazar, a Hebrew University 
archaeologist digging in the city, believes she has identified remnants of 
that famous wall that protected Jerusalem after the Jews returned from the 
Babylonian captivity. 

While the wall had been uncovered earlier, archaeologists had assumed it 
dated to the Hasmonean Period (141-37 B.C.), well after Nehemiah’s time. But 
in stabilizing a tower that was part of the wall to prevent its collapse, excavators 
found immediately under it pottery and arrowheads dating to the Babylonian 
destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. and pottery and a seal impression dating 
to the Persian Period (6th to 5th centuries B.C.). 

No later remains were found, which indicates that the tower and wall 

dated to the time of Nehemiah’s building of defensive walls around the city as 
described in the biblical book that bears his name. Judah at that time was a 
province of the Persian Empire, which is why archaeological remains from this 
time are referred to as being from the Persian Period.

“This find opens a new chapter in the history of Jerusalem,” Dr. Mazar said. 
“Until now, we have never had such an archaeological wealth of finds from 
Nehemiah’s period” (“Nehemiah’s Wall Uncovered,” The Jerusalem Post, Nov. 
28, 2007). 

The Bible records that Nehemiah, cupbearer to the Persian king Artaxerxes, 
received permission from the king to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem, which 
had been destroyed by the Babylonians a century and a half earlier. He also 
repopulated Jerusalem and restored it as the capital of Judea. It was a bustling 
city by the time Jesus Christ arrived some four centuries later.

The tower in question lies at the back of the walls of a large stone structure 
that Dr. Mazar unearthed in 2005 and tentatively identified as the palace of 
King David (see “Remains of King David’s Palace found in Jerusalem?” The 
Good News, September-October 2005). This indicates that the structure must 
have been built first and supports her claim that the site was King David’s 
palace. While conclusions are still preliminary, these finds appear to further 
strengthen the historical accuracy of the biblical accounts. 

“
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eople want power! Car power and 
computer power. Political, economic 
and military power. Physical and  

mental powers. And spiritual power.
Tragically, however, most people search 

for help in the wrong places. Some believe 
they have an inner psychic power they can 
uncover and unleash. Others are convinced 
there is a mysterious “universal energy” 
they can align with or tap into. Some even 
turn to outright spiritism.

Many people put their hopes in one of 
the countless false religions, either non-
Christian or counterfeit Christian. They may 
choose an ancient “ism” or some New Age 
philosophy. A cafeteria approach is also 
common, where a person picks ideas from 
several religions to create a combination  
he likes.

The awesome power  
of God’s Holy Spirit

What mankind most needs is spiritual 
power from our Creator God—the force He 
offers that can govern our lives, solve our 
problems and lead us to real peace. It is the 
fuel of spiritual transformation. And most 
importantly, for those who receive that Spirit, 
“If he plants in the field of the Spirit, from the 
Spirit he will gather the harvest of eternal life” 
(Galatians 6:8, Today’s English Version).

It’s exciting to understand the reality of 
the Holy Spirit and how God uses it! But 
what exactly is it?

First of all, it is not something we are 
born with. It can only be received as a 
divine gift from God after one believes the 
truth of the Bible, repents of his sins and is 
baptized for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 
2:38-44).

Secondly, contrary to popular tradition, 
the Bible reveals that the Holy Spirit is not 
a third person in a Trinity. (In fact, the word 
“trinity” is never mentioned in the Bible. 
It is hardly mentioned in historical records 
until about three centuries after the writing 
of the Bible was finished!) 

In reality, the Bible shows that the Holy 
Spirit is the nature and essence of God  
the Father and His Son Jesus Christ. In 
fact, “God is Spirit” and the source of the 
Holy Spirit (John 4:24, emphasis added 
throughout). “The Spirit,” “the Spirit of 
God” and “the Spirit of Christ” are used 
synonymously in Romans 8:9.

In the Bible, God’s Spirit is compared 
with water (that one is “baptized with”), riv-
ers (that “flow”), oil (that is “poured out”), a 
cloud (that “filled” the temple) and fire (that 
one can “quench” or “stir up” to rekindle). 
These comparisons would not make sense 
were the Holy Spirit a person. 

God’s Spirit emanates from Him and radi-
ates everywhere, which explains the omni-
presence of God—how God can, in effect, 
be present everywhere at all times. As David 
wrote: “Where can I go from Your Spirit? 
Or where can I flee from Your presence?” 
(Psalm 139:7).

God’s “broadcasting” by His Spirit  
has been easier to understand since the 

invention of radio and television. We can 
enjoy sights and sounds in our own homes 
as much as if we were in the faraway TV 
studio. We can get perfect “reception” from 
God no matter where we are.

God uses His Spirit as His “remote con-
trol.” When “God created the heavens and 
the earth,” He used the power of “the Spirit 
of God” (Genesis 1:1-2). After praising 
God’s creation, the psalmist wrote, “You send 
forth Your Spirit, they are created; and You 
renew the face of the earth” (Psalm 104:30).

Ever since creation, God has used His 
Spirit to sustain and maintain the universe—
everything from the largest galaxies to the 
smallest subatomic particles. All creation 
functions perfectly according to the laws of 
nature—which God put in force and keeps 
in force. 

God not only disseminates knowledge by 
His Spirit, but His Spirit brings Him aware-
ness of all things. “You know my sitting 
down and my rising up; You understand my 
thought afar off . . . For there is not a word 

God’s Spirit: 
The Power to Transform Your Life
Jesus Christ is cultivating supernatural “fruit” in the lives of His disciples. To understand that miracu-
lous effect, we must first understand the awesome cause and ultimate source—the Spirit of God.

by Don Hooser
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A  GO OD  N E WS  SER I ES             THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIR IT

In the Bible, God’s Spirit is compared with water, rivers, oil, 
a cloud and fire. These comparisons would not make sense  
if the Holy Spirit were a person.
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on my tongue, but behold, O Lord, You 
know it altogether” (Psalm 139:2-4). 
Thus, by His Spirit God is omniscient, 
which means He has total knowledge! 

And God is omnipotent—having 
universal and unlimited power! He is 
El Shaddai—God Almighty. Therefore, 
“with God, all things are possible” (Mark 
10:27), whether it is parting the Red 
Sea, changing water to wine, healing the 
sick or resurrecting the dead. With every 
miracle, God is using the infinite power 
of His Spirit.

Perhaps the most far-reaching miracle 
was the incarnation of God when the 
Father sent His Spirit to impregnate a 
young virgin named Mary (Matthew 
1:18, 20). That was Jesus Christ’s first 
coming. The next great highlight in His 
story will be His second coming!

The greatest ongoing miracle

That brings us to the world’s greatest 
challenge—the transformation of human 
nature! This spiritual conversion is taking 
place in the people God has called and 
who are submitting and committing their 
lives to Him. 

Compared to instantaneous miracles, it 
is a slow process because God has given 
human beings free will—freedom of 
choice. Like a master potter with his clay, 
God patiently forms His nature in us as 
we yield to Him.

The big challenge is the rebellious 
nature of man! Jesus Christ cited the 
evils that come “out of the heart of men” 
(Mark 7:20-23). Paul related the corrup-
tion in people’s character when they turn 
their backs on God (Romans 1:24-32). 
Later he explained how humanity’s evils 
“will grow worse and worse” in the end 
time (2 Timothy 3:1-7, 13). 

Paul also called the ugly traits of 
human nature “the works of the flesh.” 
He concluded his list by saying “those 
who practice such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God” (Galatians 5:19-21).

Like noxious weeds in a vineyard, sins 
must be eradicated. “Put to death, there-
fore, whatever belongs to your earthly 
nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, 
evil desires and greed, which is idola-
try” (Colossians 3:5, New International 
Version). God’s Spirit is the power that 
liberates us from being “slaves of sin” 
(Romans 6:16-18).

God pinpointed the problem of all 
mankind when He said, “Oh, that they 
had such a heart in them that they would 

fear Me and always keep all My com-
mandments” (Deuteronomy 5:29). Every-
one has spiritual heart trouble, and every-
one needs a spiritual heart transplant!

Through His prophet Ezekiel, God 
said: “Repent, and turn from all your 
transgressions, so that iniquity will not 
be your ruin. Cast away from you all the 
transgressions which you have commit-
ted, and get yourselves a new heart and  
a new spirit” (Ezekiel 18:30-31).

A later prophecy for all mankind states, 
“I will give you a new heart and put a 
new spirit within you; I will take the heart 
of stone out of your flesh and give you  
a heart of flesh”—a heart that is soft,  
pliable and receptive (Ezekiel 36:26). 

The indwelling of God’s Spirit is the 
very thing that defines a true Christian, 
a son of God. You are “in the Spirit, if 
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you” 
(Romans 8:9). And “as many as are led 
by the Spirit of God, these are the sons  
of God” (8:14).

It is by following the lead of God’s 
Spirit and relying on its power that one’s 
life can be spiritually transformed!

And it is the Holy Spirit that empow-
ers the Church to carry out Christ’s work 
here on earth in preparing the way for His 
return (Luke 24:46-49; Acts 1:8).

The promised “fruit of the Spirit”

If you missed it, we recommend you 
read the previous article in this series—
“Jesus Christ’s Command to Us: Bear 
Good Fruit and Much Fruit.” It explains 
and amplifies what Christ said in John 
15:1-16.

Just as a fruit grower demands more 
than pretty leaves, God will not be 
pleased if we are merely religious and 
nice. He wants productive servants who 
are growing spiritually and at the same 
time serving God and their fellow man 
with every opportunity. 

Keep in mind that we human beings 
“can do nothing” that is spiritually good 
on our own (John 15:5). That’s why we 
need God’s Spirit to guide and enable us!

Each of us was created to be “the 
temple of the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 
6:19; 2 Corinthians 6:16). That is why 
Paul could say, “Christ lives in me” and 
“we have the mind of Christ” (Galatians 
2:20; 1 Corinthians 2:16). And when 
Christ lives in you, He changes you. His 
work is a complete remodeling job, to 
make your character a replica of His own.

God’s 
Greatest 
Gifts

In the beginning, God created man-
kind “in His own image” with won-
derful bodies and minds; He also 

created everything else on earth for 
man’s benefit (Genesis 1:26-30).

Then He gave the most precious thing 
He had: “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

And Christ was willing to sacrifice His 
life. “By this we know love, because He 
laid down His life for us” (1 John 3:16).

Because of Christ’s sacrifice, we can 
receive God’s amazing grace, which 
includes the forgiveness of all our sins. 
“In Him we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace” 
(Ephesians 1:7).

And what gift does God give then? It 
is His “gift of the Holy Spirit,” which one 
receives immediately after baptism when 
his or her sins are forgiven (Acts 2:38). 

Just think: God is offering to implant 
His very own nature and power within 
you! What an astonishing offer! And  
then that gift results in the wonderful 
“fruit of the Spirit” and “gifts” of the Spirit 
(Galatians 5:22-23; 1 Corinthians 12:4). 

And finally, it is God’s Spirit dwelling 
in you that makes possible the ultimate 
gift—“the gift of God is eternal life” 
(Romans 6:23), sharing God’s nature 
and divine glory in His Kingdom forever 
(2 Thessalonians 2:14; 2 Timothy 2:10; 
Hebrews 2:10; 1 Peter 1:4; 5:10).

Our response to God’s grace and gen-
erosity should be overflowing gratitude 
and heartfelt submission to His will!

God’s master plan for mankind and 
how you can become a part of it are 
explained in our free booklets What Is 
Your Destiny? and Transforming Your 
Life: The Process of Conversion.

Please reflect on the story of the Ethio-
pian official in Acts 8:26-39 and his eager 
desire for baptism and the gift of God’s 
Spirit. He earnestly asked, “What hinders 
me from being baptized?” (verse 36). 

What hinders you?Continued on page 23
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any Christians will be observ-
ing the Christian Passover on 
the evening of April 18 this 
year. The central focus of that 

observance is the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
Yet many others claiming to be Christians 

do not seem to realize that the 
apostle Paul commanded Chris-
tians to observe Christ’s Passover 
sacrifice (1 Corinthians 11:23-28). 
He tells us that by partaking of 
the symbols of that ceremony, we 
“proclaim the Lord’s death till He 
comes” (verse 26). Jesus Himself 
promised that He would observe 
the Passover with His disciples 
in the coming Kingdom of God 
(Matthew 26:29).

The New Testament elaborates 
on many details of His Passover 
sacrifice. And throughout the 
Old Testament, many prophecies 
speak of this greatest of events. 

In the book of Isaiah we find 
many passages about the Messiah, 
Jesus of Nazareth. Let’s focus on four  
passages from the book of Isaiah that have 
been called the “servant songs” of the 
Messiah. 

These scriptures reveal the tremendous 
love Jesus has for the people of the earth. 
They reveal in detail the willingness He 
would exhibit in paying the ultimate sacri-
fice for the sins of the world. They prophesy 
of the Savior who was to come with com-
passion and courage. These prophecies also 
look forward to the time when Jesus Christ 
will return to rule the entire earth in God’s 
coming Kingdom.

Prophecy of “My Servant”

The first of these four passages is Isaiah 
42:1-4. We know that this passage is talking 
about Christ since it is also quoted in Matthew 
12:18-21 as being specifically about Him.  

Jesus is here identified as God’s Servant, 
God’s elect or chosen One. Verse 1 tells us, 
“He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles.” 
Thus we see that Jesus did not come to save 
Israel only; His plan is to reach out to all 

people of all nationalities and racial origin. 
All will be saved through the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ, as long as they repent of their 
sins, accept Him in faith, and live as He 
commands. 

Continuing in Isaiah 42:2, we read, “He 

will not cry out, nor raise His voice, nor 
cause His voice to be heard in the streets.” 
Jesus did not come as a rabble rouser or 
political activist. As He was being ques-
tioned by the Roman governor Pontius 
Pilate, Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of 
this world” (John 18:36). After questioning 
Christ, Pilate could say only, “I find no fault 
in Him at all” (verse 38).

Next, in Isaiah 42:3, we read, “A bruised 
reed He will not break, and smoking flax  
He will not quench.” Jesus is compassionate 
to the meek and humble. He will comfort 
and rescue those who are bruised and bat-
tered or who are burnt out under the strains 
of this life. 

Jesus, as God’s servant, “will not fail nor 
be discouraged” (verse 4). Indeed, at His 
second coming He will ultimately establish 
justice and truth all over the earth. At His 
return, He will establish God’s law to the far 
reaches of the earth. 

Contrary to what many believe, Jesus 
never came to do away with the law of God. 
Rather, He came to make it more binding, 

that is, so God’s law can be written in our 
hearts as part of the very fiber of our being 
(Hebrews 8:10; 10:16). True Christians, 
upon repentance and acceptance of Christ 
as Savior and King, will obey God’s com-
mandments from the heart (Romans 6:17). 

In Isaiah 42:21 we read that part 
of Christ’s purpose in coming is to 
“exalt the law and make it honor-
able.” This is so different from the 
false concept many hold that the 
Ten Commandments are archaic 
and have been done away. 

“The Redeemer of Israel”

The second servant passage 
about Christ is found in Isaiah 
49:7. Here He is referred to as 
“the Redeemer of Israel.” This 
prophecy foretells that although 
many would despise Him at His 
first coming, when the Kingdom 
of God is established after His 
return even royal families— 
kings and princes—will come  

to worship Him.

Total submission to God’s will

In Isaiah 50:4-10, we read the third 
prophecy, which speaks of the courage of 
Jesus Christ. It gives insight into how He 
faced the tremendous trial of torture and 
crucifixion. He was neither rebellious to  
His Father’s will, nor did He run and hide. 

After fervent prayer in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, He prayed that the Father’s 
will would be done (Matthew 26:42). He 
went forward to meet His captors (verse 
46). He insisted that His apostles be let free 
(John 18:8). 

He could have called for 12 legions 
(72,000) of angels (Matthew 26:53), but 
instead He willingly gave His back to those 
who scourged Him (Matthew 27:26; Isaiah 
50:6). Because of His great love for human-
kind, He even allowed evil men to spit in 
His face (Isaiah 50:6; Matthew 27:30). 

Isaiah 50:7-8 says that Jesus Christ would 
not be disgraced nor ashamed. Even though 
He was to suffer a cruel death, ultimately 
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He would be crowned with glory and honor 
(Hebrews 2:9). In the coming Kingdom of 
God, all people will worship the One who 
saved them from their sins. 

Detailed prophecies  
of Christ’s suffering

In the longest servant passage of Isaiah 
(Isaiah 52:13 through 53:12), we read 
prophecies of His suffering—all for the  
purpose of washing away our sins. 

In Isaiah 52:14 we read that His physi-
cal appearance “was marred more than any 
man.” In verse 15 we read that many nations 
and kings will be shocked, dismayed and 
brought to repentance when they, too, real-
ize that it was their sins—along with yours 
and mine—that made it necessary for Jesus 
Christ to be nailed to the cross. 

In Isaiah 53:2, we read that Jesus had no 
special form or appearance, “no beauty or 
majesty to attract us to him” (New Interna-
tional Version). Even though the common 
perception of Jesus is a man in white, flow-
ing robes with a piercing stare, Scripture 
shows that He looked like an ordinary  
Jewish man of His day. 

Verse 4 foretold that Jesus would bear our 
griefs and sorrows—the pains, heartbreaks, 
discouragement and sicknesses we all face 

in life. Ultimately, our Savior came to heal 
us of every malady—spiritual, physical and 
emotional wounds!  

Verses 5-6 state that He was willing to be 
beaten and disfigured by the Roman scourg-
ing because it was the will of God to lay on 
His shoulders “the iniquity of us all.” 

Verses 7-9 reveal that the Lamb of God 
was led to the slaughter (by means of an 
unfair and hastily assembled court) to 
pay for the transgression of God’s people. 
Finally, Isaiah 53 promises that God’s righ-
teous Servant would justify (deliver from 
sin) those who will turn to Him (verse 11). 

Our coming King of Kings

When Jesus came to earth the first time, 
He came as a willing servant to pay for 
the sins of humanity. We must also keep 
in mind that He is coming again soon, this 
time as the world-ruling “King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords” (Revelation 19:16). In 
His coming Kingdom, every knee will bow 
before Him (Philippians 2:9-11).

At the present time God is calling many 
to become a part of His spiritual household, 
though only few will respond (Matthew 
22:14). He may very well be calling you to 
repentance, faith, baptism and an ongoing 
spiritual relationship—as well as to have an 

important part in the coming Kingdom. 
If you believe you are being called, we 

urge you to heed this precious call and 
respond now to the mercies of the One who 
suffered and died for you. Do not postpone 
what will be the most important decision  
of your life! 

If you would like a minister to assist you 
in learning more about this life-changing 
experience, contact the regional office of 
the United Church of God nearest you (see 
listing on page 2). Or you may contact us 
online at www.ucg.org. May Almighty God 
bless you as you seek Him in this most vital 
of all endeavors.  GN

Another analogy is that God’s Spirit car-
ries the code of God’s “DNA,” as it were. 
When you receive an infusion of His Spirit, 
it brings with it the righteous spiritual  
attributes that enable and empower you  
to develop the fruit of God’s character.

God’s Spirit is necessary to comprehend 
the spiritual truths of the Bible (1 Corin-
thians 2:7-16). Knowledge of God’s Word 
is essential to spiritual growth. The Bible 
and the Holy Spirit are synergistic—each is 
much more effectual because of the other. 
In a sense, the Bible guides us from without 
while the Holy Spirit guides from within. 

God literally in-spires our understand-
ing when He puts His Spirit in us. Without 
God’s Spirit, people can understand only 
pieces of spiritual truth, like seeing pieces  
of a jigsaw puzzle but not being able to 
visualize the overall picture.

In addition, God’s Spirit imparts desire, 
motivation, willpower, zeal and strength to 
put that spiritual understanding into prac-
tice. God promised, “I will put My laws in 
their mind and write them on their hearts” 
(Hebrews 8:10). When that new nature is 

internalized, they, like the author of Psalm 
119, begin to love God’s laws (verse 97). 

Indeed, God’s Spirit profoundly changes 
people! Paul wrote that “the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering 
[patience], kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 
5:22-23). In this series of articles, we will 
thoroughly examine each of these aspects to 
understand them and learn how to practice 
them in our daily lives.

Note here that although “fruit” is singu-
lar, God has many characteristics that all 
harmonize to form His holy character. John 
summarized God’s character with one word: 
“God is love” (1 John 4:8). But just as we 
can distinguish the individual colors of the 
rainbow when white light passes through a 
prism, it is profitable for us to examine each 
attribute of God’s character.

Fruit production requires  
patient perseverance

After a believer has been baptized, he 
receives the gift of God’s Holy Spirit (Acts 
2:38). New disciples of Jesus Christ begin 
as spiritual children, but God expects them 
to rapidly grow up to become mature Chris-
tians (Ephesians 4:11-16). To do that, we all 

need to keep spiritually fed with the daily 
nourishment of prayer, reading the Bible 
and meditating on it, and striving to live  
by every word of God (Matthew 4:4).

After someone has received the gift of 
God’s Spirit, why does he not produce 
abundant fruit immediately? Think of a 
healthy fruit tree in early spring. The tree is 
receiving plenty of sunshine and water, and 
the sap is flowing. And there may already be 
the tiny emergence of fruit. But the fruit is 
not desirable until it has grown to full size 
and ripened to sweet maturity.

Likewise, a new disciple of Jesus Christ 
has immense potential, but he starts out 
with fruit that is small and “green” or 
immature. If we are ever to bear ripe lus-
cious fruit, we must assist the Owner of 
the orchard with our own horticulture—our 
own fruit cultivation—day after day for the 
rest of our lives.

James put it very well in James 5:7-8: 
“Therefore be patient, brethren, until the 
coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, 
waiting patiently for it until it receives the 
early and latter rain. You also be patient. 
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand.”  GN  

Holy Spirit
Continued from page 21

Recommended Reading
Why did Jesus Christ have to  
suffer? Why did He have to  
die? Our understanding of Christ’s 
suffering and sacrifice becomes 
much deeper when we under-
stand from the pages of Scripture 
exactly who and what He was  
and why He came to earth. 
To discover the truth from the  
pages of your Bible, download or 
request your free copy of Jesus Christ: The Real Story.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request 
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets
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All channels and times listed are for cable TV unless 
stated otherwise. For additional information and the most 
current airing times, or to download or view programs 
online, visit www.beyondtoday.tv.

UNiTeD STATeS
Alabama
Athens ch. 2, Sun 8:30 a.m.; Tue 7 p.m. 
Decatur ch. 2, Sun 8:30 a.m.; Tue 7 p.m. 
Scottsboro ch. 2, Sun 8:30 a.m.; Tue 7 p.m. 

Arizona
Prescott ch. 13, Sun 5 p.m.; Sat 3:30 p.m.  
Prescott Valley ch. 13, Sun 9 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Tucson ch. 73, 98, 120, Sun 10 a.m.; Sat 9 a.m.

Arkansas
Fayetteville ch. 18, Sun 10 a.m.; Wed 6 p.m.;  
 Sat 9 a.m.

California
Alamo ch. 26, Thu 7:30 p.m. 
 ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m. 
Anaheim (west) ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Berkeley ch. 26, Thu 9 p.m. 
Clayton ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.  
Concord ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.  
Costa Mesa ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Cypress ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Danville ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.  
Dublin ch. 26, Fri 4 p.m.
El Cerrito ch. 26, Thu 9 p.m.
El Sobrante ch. 26, Thu 9 p.m. 
Emeryville ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m.
Eureka ch. 12, Fri 8 p.m.
Fountain Valley ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Fremont ch. 29, Tue 6:30 p.m.
Garden Grove ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Hayward ch. 28, Tue 10 p.m.
Hemet ch. 3, Fri 2:30 p.m.
Hercules ch. 26, Thu 9 p.m.
Huntington Beach ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Lafayette ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.  
Livermore ch. 26, Fri 4 p.m.
Los Alamitos ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Marin County ch. 26, Tue 10:30 p.m.
Martinez ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.  
Midway City ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Modesto ch. 26, Thu 8:30 p.m.; Fri 6 p.m.
Monrovia ch. 16, 98, Tue, Thu and Sat 4:30 p.m. 
Moraga ch. 26, Thu 7:30 p.m.
 ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m. 
Novato ch. 71, Tue 9:30 p.m.
Oakland ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m. 
Orange ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Orinda ch. 26, Thu 7:30 p.m. 
 ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.  
Palo Cedro DCA cable link, Thu 10 a.m. 
Pasadena ch. 56, Sun 6 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Petaluma ch. 26, Sun 9 p.m. 
Piedmont ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m. 
Pittsburg ch. 26, Thu 12 midnight  
Pleasant Hill ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m. 
Pleasanton ch. 26, Fri 4 p.m.
Redding ch. 11, Sun 11:30 a.m.
Richmond ch. 26, Thu 9 p.m. 
Rossmoor ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
 ch. 26, Thu 7:30 p.m. 
 ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m. 
Sacramento ch. 18, Thu 6 p.m. 
San Diego (North)  ch. 19, Sun 3:30 p.m. 
San Diego (South)  ch. 18, 19, 23, Mon 5 p.m. 
San Francisco ch. 29, Sun 9:30 a.m.
San Jose ch. 15A, Wed 4:30 p.m.
San Rafael ch. 26, Thu 9 p.m. 
Santa Clara ch. 15A, Wed 4:30 p.m.
Santa Rosa ch. 72, Sun 7:30 p.m.; Sat 10:30 a.m.
S. Pasadena ch. 6, Thu 4:30 p.m.
Stanton ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Verdugo Hills ch. 20, Thu 9:30 p.m.
Walnut Creek ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m. 
Westminster ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.

Colorado
Boulder ch. 43, Fri 1 p.m.

Georgia
Cornelia ch. 4, Sun 6:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.

Hawaii
Hilo ch. 53, Sun 10 a.m.; Thu 7:30 p.m. 
Lanai ch. 13, Fri 7 p.m.; Sat 7 a.m.
Maui ch. 52, Fri 7 p.m.; Sat 7 a.m.
Molokai ch. 13, Fri 7 p.m.; Sat 7 a.m.

idaho 
Boise ch. 11, Wed 7:30 p.m. 

illinois 
Arlington Heights ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Bartlett ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Brookport ch. 2, Sun 2 p.m.
Buffalo Grove ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Chicago ch. 36, times vary
Des Plaines ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
East St. Louis ch. 18, Sat 5:30 p.m.

Elkgrove Village ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Glenview ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Golf ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Hanover Park ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Hoffman Estates ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Lincolnwood ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Metropolis ch. 2, Sun 2 p.m.
Morton Grove ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Mt. Prospect ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Naperville ch. 17, Sun 10 a.m.
Niles ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m. 
Normal ch. 20, Sun 6 p.m.
Northbrook ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Palatine ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Park Ridge ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Prospect Heights ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Rolling Meadows ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Romeoville ch. 6, Sun 9 a.m.
Schaumburg ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Skokie ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Springfield ch. 4, Wed 12 a.m., 8 a.m. & 9 p.m.
Streamwood ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Wheeling ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m. 
Wilmette ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.

indiana
Bloomington ch. 3, Sun 9:30 p.m.
Evansville ch. 7, Mon 5:30 p.m.; Tue 6:30 p.m.
Ft. Wayne ch. 57, Sun 9 a.m.
Valparaiso ch. 99, Tue 8:30 p.m.

iowa
Des Moines ch. 15, Sun 11:30 a.m.

Kentucky
Berea ch. 5, Fri 9 & 9:30 p.m.
Hopkinsville ch. 23, Wed & Fri 11 a.m. 
Owensboro ch. 52, Sun 8 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Paducah ch. 2, Sun 2 p.m.
Richmond ch. 5, Fri 9 & 9:30 p.m.

Massachusetts
Amherst ch. 12, Tue 9 p.m.
Boston ch. 22, 23, 83, Sun 7 a.m.;  
 Wed 10 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
Cambridge ch. 22, 23, 83, Sun 7 a.m.;  
 Wed 10 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
East Longmeadow ch. 5, Sun 11:30 a.m.
Greenfield ch. 17, Tue 4 p.m.; Wed 10:30 a.m.
Palmer ch. 15, Sun 12, 2:30 & 8 p.m.
Shrewsbury ch. 33, Wed 10 p.m.; Thu 7 a.m.
Worcester ch. 13, Thu 10 a.m.

Michigan
Ann Arbor ch. 17, Thu 4:30 p.m.
Grand Haven ch. 22, Mon 4 p.m.
Grand Rapids ch. 25, Tue or Wed 11 a.m.
Kalamazoo ch. 19, Sun 8:30 a.m.
Midland ch. 3, Fri 5:30 p.m.
Mt. Pleasant ch. 3, times vary
Traverse City ch. 2, Sun 11:30 a.m.; Fri 5 p.m. 
Ypsilanti ch. 17, Thu 4:30 p.m.

Minnesota 
Albert Lea ch. 6, Sun 9:55 a.m.
Austin ch. 6, Sun 7 p.m.
Blaine ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Brooklyn Center ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
Brooklyn Park ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
Burnsville ch. 14, Mon, Wed & Fri 4:30 p.m.;  
 Sun, Tue, Thu & Sat 4:30 a.m.
Centerville ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Circle Pines ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Eagan ch. 15, Sun 6:30 a.m.; Mon 12:30 a.m.; 
 Tue 9:30 p.m.; Wed 6:30 p.m.;  
 Thu 3:30 p.m.; Fri 12:30 p.m.; 
 Sat 9:30 a.m.
Eden Prairie ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m.; Thu 5:30 p.m.
Edina ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m.; Thu 5:30 p.m.
Golden Valley ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
Ham Lake ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Hopkins ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m.; Thu 5:30 p.m.
Inver Grove Hts. ch. 15, Sun 6:30 a.m.; Mon 12:30 a.m.; 
 Tue 9:30 p.m.; Wed 6:30 p.m.;   
 Thu 3:30 p.m.; Fri 12:30 p.m.;  
 Sat 9:30 a.m.
Lexington ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Lino Lakes ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Litchfield ch. 10, Sun 2 a.m., 8:30 a.m.,  
 1 p.m., 7 p.m.; Wed 1 a.m., 3 a.m., 
 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Maple Grove ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
Minneapolis ch. 75, Mon 6:30 p.m.
Minnetonka ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m.; Thu 5:30 p.m.
New Hope ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
New Ulm ch. 72, Sun 5 p.m.; Thu 10 a.m.; Fri 7 p.m.
Osseo ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
Plymouth ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
Richfield ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m.; Thu 5:30 p.m.
Robbinsdale ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.

Rochester ch. 10, Sun 10 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.;  
 Sat 10 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
St. Charles ch. 20, Sun 2 p.m.; Wed 3 p.m.
Spring Lake Park ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Wabasha ch. 20, Sun 2 p.m.; Wed 3 p.m.
Willmar ch. 8, Thu 11 a.m. & 8 p.m.; Sat 5 p.m. 
Winona ch. 20, Sun 2 p.m.; Wed 3 p.m.

Missouri
Cape Girardeau ch. 5, Sun 7:30 a.m.; Tue 6 p.m.;   
 Thu 12:30 p.m.; Fri 7:30 p.m.
Jackson ch. 5, Sun 7:30 a.m.; Tue 6 p.m.;   
 Thu 12:30 p.m.; Fri 7:30 p.m.
Jefferson City ch. 3, Wed 6 p.m.
Poplar Bluff ch. 54, Tue 4 p.m.
St. Louis ch. 18, Sat 5:30 p.m.

Montana
Billings ch. 7, Sun 6 p.m.; Sat 11 a.m. 
Helena ch. 11, Sun 3 p.m. 
Missoula ch. 7, Sun 11 a.m.

Nevada 
Carson City ch. 10, Wed 7:30 p.m. 
Reno/Sparks ch. 16, Wed 7 p.m. 

New Hampshire 
LaConia ch. 25, 26, Sun 7:30 a.m. & 4:30 p.m.

New Jersey 
Newark ch. 19, Sun 7 a.m.

New Mexico
Albuquerque ch. 27, Sun 10:30 p.m.
Santa Fe ch. 16, Sun 10 a.m.; Mon 6:30 p.m.

New York
Binghamton ch. 4, Thu 5:30 p.m.
Brooklyn ch. 56, 69, Sun 10 a.m.
Bronx ch. 70, Mon 3 p.m.
Canandaigua ch. 12, Sun 2 p.m.
Manhattan ch. 57, Sun 7 a.m.
Olean ch. 6, Thu 9:30 p.m.
Oneonta ch. 23, Mon 6 p.m.; Wed 9 p.m.
Queens ch. 35, Tue 8 p.m.; Thu 3 p.m.
 ch. 56, Sun 10 p.m.;Thu 4:30 p.m.
Rochester ch. 15, Tue & Thu 8 a.m.
Woodbury ch. 20, Sat 9:30 a.m.

North Carolina
Asheville ch. 20, Sun 1 p.m. 
Burlington ch. 5, 10, Sun 10 a.m.
Charlotte ch. 21, Sat 2 p.m.
Durham ch. 8, Wed 7:30 a.m.
Greensboro ch. 8, Sun 10:30 & 12:30 a.m.
Hickory ch. 3, Sun 7 p.m.
Mebane ch. 5, 10, Sun 10 a.m.
Raleigh ch. 22, Tue 6:30 p.m.

North Dakota
Bismarck ch. 12, Sun 2:30 p.m.
Fargo ch. 12, Tue 10:30 a.m.

Ohio
Akron ch. 15, Sun 9:30 a.m.; Mon 11 p.m.
Athens ch. 23, Sun 7 p.m.; Wed 7 p.m.
Brunswick ch. 21, Tue 7 p.m.; Wed 12:30, 4:30 &  
 8:30 a.m.; 2:30, 6:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Bryan ch. 4, Sun 11 a.m. & 8 p.m.; Mon 8 p.m.
Cincinnati ch. 18, Sun 10:30 a.m.; Tue 10 p.m.; 
 Thu 11 p.m.; Sat 6:30 a.m.
Cincinnati (Union Twp.) ch. 8, Sun 2:30 a.m.; Tue 9:30 a.m.; 
 Wed 11 p.m.; Sat 2:30 p.m.
Cleveland W. suburbs   ch. 21, Sun 11:30 a.m.
Dayton ch. 12, Mon 3:30 p.m.; Sat 11:30 p.m.
Defiance ch. 5, Sun 12 noon; Thu 6 p.m.
Fairborn ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Greenville ch. 3, Thu 8 p.m.
Oberlin/Wellington ch. 12, Sun & Sat 9 a.m.
Springfield ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Trotwood ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Urbana ch. 1, daily 6 a.m., 10 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Vandalia ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Wash. Court House ch. 3, Wed 2 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m.
Xenia ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.

Oregon
Eugene ch. 29, Tue 2 p.m.
McMinnville ch. 11, Sun 5:30 p.m.; Wed 8 p.m.
Medford ch. 15, 95, Sun 5 p.m.
Oregon City ch. 21, Mon 8 p.m.
Portland ch. 22, Sun 7:30 p.m.
Salem ch. 23, Sun 12:30 p.m.;  
 Fri 2 p.m.; Sat 11:30 a.m.  
Woodburn ch. 11, Sun 9 a.m.

Pennsylvania
Pittsburgh/Moon Twp. ch. 14, 21, Sun 12 & 2 p.m.
York ch. 16, Sun 8:30 p.m.;  
 Mon 4:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.

Rhode island
Entire state ch. 14, Fri 10:30 a.m.

Texas 
Austin ch. 11, Mon 8:30 p.m. 
Dallas ch. 14B, 74, Sun 12:30 p.m.; 
 Thu 9:30 p.m. 
Del Rio ch. 19, Sun 9 a.m.; Wed 5 p.m. 
El Paso ch. 15, Mon, Fri, Sat 1 p.m. 
Fort Worth ch. 28, Tue 5:30 p.m.; Thu 1 p.m.
Houston ch. 17, 98, Sun 1:30 p.m.

Longview ch. 26, Tue 2 p.m.; Wed 10 p.m.; 
 Fri 12:30 p.m.; Sat 9 p.m.

Virginia 
Hampton Roads ch. 71, 74, Sun 10 a.m.

Washington
Everett ch. 77, Wed 5 p.m.
Kennewick ch. 13, Sun & Tue 8:30 p.m.
Olympia ch. 22, 29, Sun 9 a.m.; Thu 10:30 p.m.
Seattle ch. 29, 77, Sun 9 a.m.  
Vancouver ch. 11, Sun 1 p.m.; Tue 3:30 p.m.;
  Thu 12 noon; Fri 8 p.m.

West Virginia
Morgantown ch. 3, Mon, Wed & Fri 3 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m.

Wisconsin
Beloit ch. 12, Thu 6:30 p.m.
Eau Claire ch. 11, Sun 2 p.m.
Kenosha ch. 14, Sun & Mon 7:30 p.m.
Madison ch. 4, Sun 12:30 p.m.
Milwaukee ch. 96, Mon 2 p.m.; Tue 7 p.m.; 
 Wed 2 p.m.  
Stevens Point ch. 3, Mon 5 & 9:30 p.m.;  
 Tue 10 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.
Wausau ch. 10, Sun 8:30 a.m.; Sat 9 a.m.
West Allis ch. 14, times vary

CANADA
Nationwide
Vision TV, Sun 11 p.m. (PST)  
Star Choice Digital ch. 399, Sun 10:30 a.m. (EST)

Alberta 
The Christian Channel Telus ch. 158, Sun 8:30 a.m.

British Columbia 
The Christian Channel Telus ch. 158, Sun 7:30 a.m.

Manitoba 
The Christian Channel MTS ch. 21, Sun 9:30 a.m.

New Brunswick 
The Christian Channel Rogers ch. 396, Sun 11:30 a.m.

Newfoundland and Labrador 
The Christian Channel Rogers ch. 396, Sun 12 noon

Northwest Territory 
The Christian Channel Northwestel ch. 226, Sun 8:30 a.m.

Ontario 
The Christian Channel Rogers ch. 396, Sun 10:30 a.m.
The Christian Channel Cogeco ch. 186, Sun 10:30 a.m.

Saskatchewan 
The Christian Channel SaskTel ch. 282, Sun 8:30 a.m.

Radio Log
For additional information and the most current airing times, 
or to download or listen to programs online, visit www.
beyondtoday.tv/radio/.

Nationwide
Internet Radio  live365.com, Sun 8:30 a.m. (PST)

Alabama
Birmingham  1070 AM, Sun 7:30 a.m. 

Arizona
Douglas 930 AM, Sat 10:30 a.m. 
Globe 1240 AM, Sat 10:30 a.m. 
Sierra Vista 1470 AM, Sat 10:30 a.m. 
Tucson 940 AM, Sat 10:30 a.m. 

California
San Diego  760 AM, Sun 6 a.m. 

Florida
Jacksonville  690 AM/106.5 FM, Sun 7 a.m. 

indiana
Ft. Wayne 1190 AM, Sun 10 a.m.

Louisiana
New Orleans 870 AM/105.3 FM, Sat 9:30 p.m. 

Montana
Helena 101.9 FM, Mon 8 p.m.;   
 Fri 8 p.m.; Sat 8 a.m. 

Nebraska
Omaha 1110 AM, Sun 7:30 a.m. 

New York
Buffalo 930 AM, Sun 6:30 a.m. 

Ohio
Cincinnati  550 AM, Sun 6 a.m. 

Oklahoma
Tulsa  740 AM, Sun 8 a.m. 

Texas
San Antonio 550 AM, Sun 6:30 a.m. 

Washington
Seattle 770 AM, Sun 7:30 a.m. 

West Virginia
Wheeling  1170 AM, Mon 11 p.m.;  
 Fri  8:15 p.m.; Sat 9 p.m.

Television Log

Radio Log



March/April 2008    25

ore than two years after voters 
in France and the Netherlands 
vetoed the proposed European 
constitution, leaders have 

signed a version of the same constitution 
with a different name and a few adjust-
ments. It must still be ratified by each mem-
ber nation, but it is unlikely to be put to a 
popular vote in most nations except Ireland, 
where it is legally required (and possibly 
Britain if the call for it there gains more 
traction). 

The Financial Times describes the situ-
ation: “EU leaders reacted by dropping the 
concept of a ‘constitution’ from their treaty 
but keeping as much of the document’s 
detail as possible. Most of the key changes 
to the European Union’s institutions—the 
European Council, representing national 
governments, the European Commission 
and the European Parliament—remain in 
place in the new Lisbon treaty.

“Like its forerunner, the treaty extends 
the use of qualified majority voting, nota-
bly in matters affecting justice and inte-
rior affairs. It keeps the new voting rules 
designed to smooth the EU decision-making 
process now that there are 27 member-
states, up from 15 as in 2004. 

“The Lisbon treaty is an immensely 
complicated document with (in its English 
version) 175 pages of treaty text, 86 pages 
of protocols, a 25-page annex and a 26- 
page final act containing 65 separate  
declarations” (Dec. 13, 2007).

Many critics see this treaty as a “stealth” 
step toward greater centralized control in 
Brussels, the headquarters of the EU, thus 
creating a loss of national sovereignty for 
member nations.

The treaty establishes a new European 
Union in the form of a supranational federal 

state, which is separate and superior to the 
member states. Just as the United States 
is to Indiana, or Germany is to Bavaria, so 
the EU is to its member nations. The EU 
would have authority to make agreements 
with other countries by which all member 
nations would be bound.

This would make the EU a full legal and 
corporate entity. The EU would exercise 
all the powers of a sovereign state (the pri-
mary exception, for now, being the ability 
to make member states go to war against 
their will). People living in the EU would 
technically become citizens of the EU, thus 
holding dual citizenship but owing ultimate 
allegiance to the EU. 

How exactly this will develop in practical 
fact is yet to be seen. It is hard to imagine 
a Frenchman thinking of himself as any-
thing other than French. The same for any 
other EU “citizen.” This is no small matter 

in Europe and will be a sig-
nificant reason why the Bible 
describes the end-time Beast 
power as a mixture of iron 
and clay (Daniel 2:41).

Germany and France 
gain more clout

The new treaty gives the 
larger states more voting 
power. Germany and France 
are two immediate winners. 
If these two nations get only 
two other nations to vote 
with them, they would have 
the power to control passage 
of any EU law. The new  
double-majority voting sys-
tem makes population the 
key criterion of influence. 

If Turkey were to gain 
admission to the EU, it would be the larg-
est state by population. In light of this, the 
admission of Turkey will continue to see 
intense opposition.

The EU will also have additional power 
to make laws binding on all member 
nations. Areas such as criminal and civil 
law, justice, immigration and energy policy 
would fall under the authority of the EU. 
This is a major increase of EU powers and 
a decrease of power to the separate national 
parliaments and legislatures. 

It means the lives of each citizen of the 
EU will be managed by the EU power 
structure. Gradually all the functional 
aspects of everyday life, the infrastructure 
that makes a town, a city or a state work, 
will be controlled by EU policy and those 
who make policy.

Under this treaty the EU, and its EU 
Court of Justice, will have the final power Si
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Europe Moves Closer  
to Fulfilling Its Grand Design
Europe continues its march toward its destiny, moving rapidly toward a time of transition that 
will surprise and shake the entire world. How prepared are you for the changes that are coming?

by Beyond Today host Darris McNeely

German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French Presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy greet each other warmly at a 
European Union summit in October 2007. The new 
European treaty signed in December will give their 
two countries even greater power in leading the EU. 
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to decide issues of human and civil rights 
in all areas of EU law. The EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights would become bind-
ing on all member states. All in all, 68 new 
areas of lawmaking would then come under 
EU authority.

Still evolving are critical areas of foreign 
and economic policy, which are not fully 
developed under this treaty. And of course, 
the question of who speaks for the EU—
who or what holds the ultimate leadership 
role—has yet to be determined.

Until these areas are fleshed out, along 
with a common military posture, what 
we see is a bureaucratic behemoth with 
nowhere to go and no one to lead it. That 
will come later, as Revelation 13 shows, in 
the form of political and religious leaders 
who give voice and authority to a system 
destined to influence the entire world.

Competing for leadership

Germany and France are currently  

sparring over their respective leadership 
roles within the EU. Since reunification, 
Germany has gained a level of self- 
confidence and is asserting what it feels is 
its natural leadership role on the continent. 
In Chancellor Angela Merkel, Germany has 
found an unexpectedly feisty leader. Mean-
while, President Nicolas Sarkozy seeks to 
guard France’s position as a leading power 
in Europe.

A recent Stratfor analysis put it this way: 
“With Germany again thinking for itself 
and France again looking out for French 
national interests in Europe rather than 
French superpower interests globally, there 
is a bit of a tug-of-war going on. 

“Germany sees itself as Europe’s natural 
leader by dint of population, location and 
economic heft. But for its part, France is 
no more likely to concede the ‘natural’ 
leadership of Germany under traditional 
power politics than it was to concede 
American leadership of the free world 
under Gaullism” (Stratfor Intelligence 
Brief, Dec. 7, 2007).

As this report went on to say, the con-
flict between the two countries is about 
“the future of Europe which ultimately 
boils down to who will call the shots.” 
The report ended with this prediction: 
“The Europe of 2010 will likely have a lot  
more in common with the Europe of 1913 

than with the Europe of 2000.” 

A historic time of transition

That last statement should make everyone 
sit up and take notice. Europe in 1913 was 
the center of a global economy rivaled only 
by what has been created in the past decade 
and more. Borders between states were 
open. Trade in goods, services and curren-
cies flowed easily between Berlin, Paris and 
London.

All this changed with the outbreak of 
World War I. Empires collapsed and the 
whole world order was turned upside down. 
In the aftermath, Europe smoldered for two 
decades until it again erupted into another 
global war. The Cold War of the post– 
World War II era ended with the collapse  
of the Berlin Wall (1989) and Soviet  
communism (1991).

Now we are in an even larger period  
of globalization, and Europe is again a 
major player. Where this recent treaty  

takes Europe remains to be seen.
Longtime readers of The Good News 

understand that we view this world from the 
perspective of Bible prophecy. The book of 
Revelation tells us to expect a dominating 
new superpower to arise from the region 
of Europe—an end-time revival of ancient 
Babylon and Rome. This “beast” power 
(Revelation 13 and 17; compare Daniel 7) 
will command a global system of political, 
economic and religious power. 

We are in a transitional period of history. 
Global structures are shifting. The role of 
the English-speaking nations, led by Great 
Britain and America, is being challenged  
by the rising power centers of Europe and 
Asia. China and Russia are asserting them-
selves through their economic base and 
energy supplies.

Massive amounts of money from the 
Middle East are finding their way into 
global markets, helping to provide stability 
during the recent economic crisis. A recent 
article in the Financial Times detailed why 
we might be at an “important turning point 
for financial markets and the world econ-
omy” (“Why the Credit Squeeze Is a Turn-
ing Point for the World,” Dec. 11, 2007).

As the years go by, the world economy 
will go up and down and up again. But 
however things play out, ultimately the 
revived Babylonian system in Europe will 

emerge as the world’s leading market-
place with great affluence (Revelation 18). 
Accompanied by a time of relative and 
apparent peace, the world will be lulled  
into a sense of security. 

The Bible describes it as spiritual drunk-
enness, a wealth- and power-induced sense 
of calm that will be exposed as built on a 
crumbling foundation when God begins to 
intervene in world affairs. The Day of the 
Lord will wipe away this satanic system and 
introduce the righteous Kingdom of God 
(Revelation 11:15).

What kind of person are you?

This prophesied time of trouble is but a 
stepping-stone to the time of Jesus Christ’s 
rule on earth and the establishment of His 
Kingdom of peace. That is what you need 
to keep in perspective. While we encour-
age you to keep one eye on world events, 
we also want you to focus intently on the 
greater prophecies of the world to come.

All of our words about Europe and a 
coming collapse of fortunes for the English- 
speaking nations are meant to awaken you 
to the dramatic times in which we live. 
While the world is going to transition into 
the end-time system described in the Bible 
as Babylon, the biggest transition lies 
beyond that. It is the transition to the King-
dom of God on earth with Jesus Christ as 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

That is the focus of our vision and the 
source of our true hope. It is meant to stir 
us to repentance and good works now in 
advance of the glorious appearing of the 
Lord. Hear the stirring words of Peter, words 
that put prophecy in its proper context:

“But the day of the Lord will come as 
a thief in the night, in which the heavens 
will pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements will melt with fervent heat; both 
the earth and the works that are in it will be 
burned up.

“Therefore, since all these things will be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 
looking for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which the heavens 
will be dissolved, being on fire, and the ele-
ments will melt with fervent heat? Never-
theless we, according to His promise, look 
for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:10-13).

What manner of person should you be? 
The choice is yours. Keep your eyes on 
today’s changing world, be sobered, and let 
it motivate you to make the changes needed 
to prepare for the coming Kingdom of God. 
This is what Christ expects from you.  GN

We are in a transitional period of history. The role of the English-
speaking nations, led by Great Britain and America, is being  
challenged by the rising power centers of Europe and Asia.
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A t the stroke of midnight on Dec. 21, 2007, nine 
Eastern European countries joined the Euro-
pean Union’s Schengen Treaty, which allows 

Europeans to travel from one Schengen country to 
another without border formalities. The EU “Schengen 
zone” now extends from the border of Russia and the 
Ukraine all the way to the Atlantic Ocean.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel described the 
opening of Germany’s borders with Poland and the 
Czech Republic as a historic occasion. She and the 
Polish and Czech prime ministers attended a special 
ceremony as the border was opened at the “three-
country corner,” where the Czech Republic, Germany 
and Poland intersect.

Thousands of Europeans were up early to enjoy 
their new freedom to visit a neighboring EU coun-
try without lengthy delays at the border because of 
passport formalities.

Eastward march

The Schengen zone now encompasses 24 of the 
EU’s 27 members, representing 400 million people. 
The extension of the Schengen zone eastward is 
another milestone in the slow but sure march to Euro-
pean unity and a further confirmation of the unifica-
tion of Europe following the end of the Cold War.

Each Schengen country has the responsibility to 
provide border controls for its non-Schengen exter-
nal borders. In exchange for fulfilling this obliga-
tion, there are no border or immigration controls on 
the movement of people within the Schengen zone 
when they travel from one Schengen country directly  
to another.

Some Germans have expressed concern that open-
ing Germany’s eastern border to its EU neighbors will 
lead to an increase in crime. German interior minister 
Wolfgang Schäuble disagrees. The Schengen Treaty 
allows each country’s border police to undertake on-
the-spot passport examinations in an 18-mile zone 
along the border. According to Schäuble, the allow-
ance will more than compensate for formalities at the 
border crossings themselves.

In addition, the new Schengen members in 
Eastern Europe are eager to demonstrate to older 
Schengen members in Western Europe that their 
police and border patrols are capable of guarding 
Schengen’s exterior borders. Electronic cooperation 
among the police jurisdictions within Europe has 
also constantly improved over recent years, enabling 
closer monitoring of criminal activities.

Schäuble and other leaders believe that the exten-
sion of the Schengen zone will provide an economic 
benefit to border areas previously hindered in their 
development by border formalities. The Schengen 
Treaty facilitates the movement of people and goods 
within the Schengen zone, which is why the treaty’s 
extension eastward is being called another milestone 
in freedom for EU citizens.

Russians, however, believe the Schengen bor-
der could be a problem. According to the Russian 
newspaper Pravda: “The visa issue restricts the life 

of millions of people. Lithuania and Poland joining 
the Schengen treaty serve as examples, since it is 
now considerably more difficult to travel by car from 
Kaliningrad into the Russian heartland. The EU and its 
individual members will use the visa situation to put 
pressure on Russia.” Russia is currently negotiating 
in Brussels on easing visa requirements for Russians 
desiring to visit the EU.

Capitalizing on trade

On the other hand, the eastward expansion of 
the Schengen zone brings “borderless” Europe 
closer to Asian markets, a key trading area for the 
European Union.

Slovakia’s second largest city, Kosice, is already 
gearing up for expanded railway traffic with the east. 

Located not far from Slovakia’s border with the Ukraine, 
Kosice is a western termination point for the wide-gauge 
Russian railway system. With funding from Brussels, 
Kosice wants to develop a logistics center for rail freight 
between the EU and the east. Using Kosice as an entry 
port for freight, Asian goods would have immediate 
access to any point within the Schengen zone.

In the other direction freight containers shipped 
from Germany via Kosice to China, Korea or Japan 
would arrive an average of 20 days earlier than by sea 
routes. In fact, major east-west rail lines from Western 
Europe to Moscow, Kiev and destinations further to 
the east run through Kosice.

Zuzana Bobrikova, Kosice’s director of economic 
development, explains the city’s unique position 
within the Schengen zone: “We are connected to the 
railway system for all of Asia.” 

The development of a high-speed Russian railway 
system makes Kosice’s ambitious plan to capitalize on 
the extension of the Schengen zone look realistic.

At the 2005 Hanover trade fair—the largest in the 
world—Germany and Russia signed a historic con-

tract for German company Siemens to manufacture 
60 Inter City Express (ICE) high-speed trains for Rus-
sia. Russia’s attempts for some 30 years to build its 
own high-speed railway system have met repeated 
setbacks and failures.

Siemens’ third generation ICE travels within Ger-
many at speeds of up to 170 miles per hour and will be 
a major step forward for Russia with its long routes. 
The first ICE to run in Russia will be used on the 450-
mile route between St. Petersburg and Moscow.

The enlarged Schengen zone will further strengthen 
the European Union’s position as the world’s largest 
trading bloc. The EU’s trade with non-EU countries 
already makes up 20 percent of world trade (trade 
within the EU not included). The EU’s world share of 
trade in service industries stands at 26 percent.

EU trade with developing countries is perhaps the 
most remarkable aspect of the picture. According to 
United Nations definitions, the EU accounts for 50 
percent of all trade with developing countries and 
60 percent of trade with the world’s “less developed 
countries.”

Babylon the great

As we have noted repeatedly, the Bible foretells 
a final resurrection of the Roman Empire, which like 
previous revivals will be centered in Europe. The Bible 
calls that end-time political-religious system “Baby-
lon the great.” It will also be a great trading system, 
reflecting the competitive orientation of its real power 
behind the scenes, Satan the devil (Ezekiel 28:18).

Revelation 18 describes in detail the extent of 
end-time Babylon’s world trade and the reaction 
of merchants when that system falls: “And the 
merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over  
her, for no one buys their merchandise anymore” 
(Revelation 18:11).

In view of the scope of its worldwide trade, the 
demise of the European Union would certainly evoke 
that kind of response from merchants all over the 
world. The extension of the Schengen zone will fur-
ther entrench Europe as the king of world trade and 
growing superpower.

—Paul Kieffer

Recommended Reading
Would you like to better understand 
where world events and trends are 
taking us? Would you like to bet-
ter grasp how it all fits with Bible 
prophecy? You can! Request or 
download our free booklets The 
Book of Revelation Unveiled and 
You Can Understand Bible Proph-
ecy. Also be sure to request your 
free subscription to our World 
News and Prophecy newsletter, in which we regularly 
discuss world events in the light of Bible prophecy. 

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request 
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

“Borderless” Europe Now Encompasses 400 Million People
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A typical Schengen internal European 
border crossing, like this one between 
Germany and Austria, no longer has 
a border control post—only a sign 
welcoming the visitor. This sign an-
nounces entry to the Federal Republic 
of Germany.
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“Seven Prophecies That Must Be Fulfilled Before Jesus 
Christ’s Return”

The issue about the seven prophecies that must be fulfilled and bearing 
good fruit is the best magazine I’ve read in the last four years. You discussed 
two issues that were vague to me and dealt with them in clarity. I look forward 
to Jesus’ coming again, but in the meantime I am wondering how I can help 
other Christians who are struggling. 

T.W., Australia

For about 2,000 years Christians have been longing for the return of Jesus 
Christ, seeing that many in the world suffer from poverty, disease and injustice. 
After being anointed with a costly oil, Jesus Himself said, “The poor you have 
with you always” (Matthew 26:11). Of course, we should be compassionate to 
those in need as we are able and have opportunity. 

But helping can take many forms. Others appreciate it when caring people 
spend time with them. Good advice and true education are other ways in which 
people are aided and supported. The Good News magazine and related pub-
lications help provide readers with a sound basis for beginning a relationship 
with God, aiding them to handle life’s pressures and challenges. Helping with 
getting the gospel to this world is another important way to assist others (see  
1 Corinthians 15:58).  

Thank you very much for this fountain of biblical knowledge you have made 
available to all people, and especially to me. I am so happy for the light you 
have projected in The Good News article “Seven Prophecies That Must Be Ful-
filled Before Jesus Christ’s Return.” For a long time I have tried to retrace the 
fate of the lost 10 tribes of Israel, but in vain. I would be glad to receive a more 
complete documentation on that subject. 

M.H.F., Lauderhill, Florida

Our free booklet The United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy has been 
mailed to you. 

I have received copies of The Good News and find it excellent in all respects. 
I do find the statements regarding Ephraim and Manasseh, intimately associ-
ated with Great Britain and the United States respectively, a novel concept. 
However, with your help I intend to further explore the basis of your statements. 
Otherwise the magazine is well-written, timely and has encouraged me a great 
deal. I will be sending a donation to your ministry.

D.R.M., Internet

Thank you for your open-minded approach. The free booklet The United 
States and Britain in Bible Prophecy will be of great help.

“The Coming european Superpower”

Some time ago I wrote to you because I was angry with the way you wrote 
about what’s going on in Europe and the future of Europe. Now I see it all coming 
together as you said the Bible prophesied. So I was wrong and you were right. 

T.R., Internet

The Middle East in Bible Prophecy

I am reading through the booklet The Middle East in Bible Prophecy and I 
wanted to say thank you for putting it all in order. As a history major in college, 
it’s overwhelming to try to study the whole world’s history, but this booklet has 
really helped me to understand and put in order the history of the ancient-
modern Middle East (and beyond). 

S.W., Internet

I have just finished reading The Middle East in Bible Prophecy . I am so 
excited by the things this booklet has explained. Now I want more booklets, 
the Bible Study Course and anything else you can send me. I want you to 
know that I have not enjoyed reading anything, except the Bible, so much  
in such a long time. 

D.J., Ozark, Alabama

Questions answered by free literature

I wish to thank you for all the free literature you have been sending over the 

past months. When I had a question in mind, especially when my prayers seem 
unanswered, I asked myself, Does God exist? And then I received your booklet 
Life’s Ultimate Question: Does God Exist? Your literature has been answering 
all of my deepest questions. 

T.P., Guyana, South America

Readers from South Africa

My friend at work practically shows me every booklet that you send her. 
What fantastic booklets you have. I have two children and a husband who gives 
life orientation at a high school. Every time I have to make copies of things that 
are interesting in your booklets. Could you possibly sign me up for your litera-
ture as well? I really thought I understood everything about Christianity until  
I started reading your booklets.

C.J., Wellington, South Africa

Your magazine is the only publication that I have ever looked forward to with 
so much anticipation, and the only one that I have ever so avidly devoured each 
issue from cover to cover. I am somewhat restricted by a debilitating spinal 
cord condition. Your magazine keeps me up to date and very much aware of 
what is happening in the world. Your publications and Web site, as well as your 
Bible Study Course, have for the past year consistently addressed my thoughts 
and questions on the state of the world. 

They have provided me with the material needed to fulfil my duty in bringing 
awareness and understanding, as well as hope, to people who are confused, 
afraid and depressed by the turmoil which seems to have taken over much 
of the world. Your articles are firmly grounded in the Bible. My understanding 
of the book of Revelation and the teachings about the Kingdom of God have 
grown tremendously through all the materials published by your Church. I have 
downloaded all of your booklets from your Web site and intend to read them all.

S.H., South Africa

Bible Study Course

I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for your Bible Study Course 
by which I have learned much. I know that I have much to learn yet. By the 
grace of God I pray I will. I have studied my mistakes and learned a lot from 
them. May the Lord continue to bless your work in teaching and spreading the 
good news. 

R.W., Northern Ireland

Attending church in America

I am so impressed with the latest Good News magazine and with the booklet 
Marriage and Family: The Missing Dimension. I had no idea that I would get so 
much out of this booklet. As usual with your publications, you fooled me. I saw 
my own upbringing for what it was—highly dysfunctional. Please keep the 
literature coming and please accept my contribution. Also please let me know 
the nearest congregation. I can certainly see the value of assembling together.  
I don’t do too well trying to go it alone. 

S.K., Prescott, Arizona

We receive The Good News magazine and enjoy it. I am writing to ask if 
there is a local church near me. My family and I have been in the wilderness 
for two years. God has revealed so much to us in this time. We yearn to be 
with fellow believers who want to live as close as possible to God’s instructions 
about His Holy Days. Is there any place near us? We live in a small town. 

P.W., Hermitage, Missouri

In the United States we normally send those who want to attend a United 
congregation the telephone number of the nearest pastor, who will be glad to 
inform them of the nearest congregations. It may also be helpful to request our 
free booklets The Church Jesus Built and This Is the United Church of God.

Published letters may be edited for clarity and space. Address your letters  
to The Good News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio 45254-1027, U.S.A.,  
or e-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be sure to include your full name, city,  
state or province, and country).
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Q: When and how often should Christians partake of the 
Lord’s Supper as directed by Jesus to remember His 
death for the sins of the world?

W.S., Northern Ireland

A: The expression “the Lord’s Supper” is found only once in the New 
Testament. It appears in 1 Corinthians 11:20, where Paul was discuss-
ing the observance of the New Testament Passover. Jesus Christ Himself 
specifically referred to this observance as the Passover (Luke 22:8, 11, 
15). He observed it, with the new symbols of bread and wine, on the date 
specified in Leviticus 23. This annual observance should be kept on the 
14th day of the first month on the Hebrew calendar. 

The Passover is observed as a memorial to Christ’s death (1 Corinthi-
ans 5:7; 11:20-27). It takes place just once a year. This is certainly the 
custom of memorial observances described in the Bible, and it is the  
typical pattern of secular memorial observances.

As a youth, Jesus observed the Passover annually with His family at 
the specified time (Luke 2:41). He continued this yearly practice with 
His disciples (Luke 22:7-15). After His death and resurrection, the early 
Church continued to observe the annual festivals listed in Leviticus 23. 
For example, Luke records that Jesus’ followers met to observe the Feast 
of Pentecost: “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place” (Acts 2:1). 

Scripture gives no hint of the early Church adding to or changing  
the dates God appointed for observing His festivals. The phrase in  
1 Corinthians 11:26—“for as often as you eat this bread and drink this 
cup”—does not mean at any time members might arbitrarily choose to 
partake of these symbols. It means whenever they actually did partake  
of them as part of the Passover ceremony—which was once a year. Paul 
was simply pointing out that by observing the New Testament Passover 
each year on the appropriate day, members were “proclaim[ing] the 
Lord’s death till He comes.”

The Bible specifies that the Passover ceremony should be observed 
annually. As a memorial of Jesus’ death, it should be observed once a 
year at the specified time rather than whenever one chooses. 

Following the original disciples’ example, we should observe the Pass-
over at the beginning of the evening of the 14th day of the first month of 
the Hebrew calendar. (The corresponding contemporary calendar dates 
are given on pages 32-33 of our free booklet God’s Holy Day Plan: The 
Promise of Hope for All Mankind.) 

Q: How can someone plagued by debt trust the Bible 
and rely on God’s promises, and why does God allow 
other people to disrupt the lives of those who are 
seeking Him? How can one develop faith under those 
circumstances and defeat the doubts? 

Reader from Southeast England

A: We are concerned to learn of your problem with debt and that these 
difficulties are hindering your faith. It is a misconception that those trying 
to live by every word of God will experience lives free from trials. The 
truth is that “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer perse-
cution” (2 Timothy 3:12) and “many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
but the Lord delivers him [or her] out of them all” (Psalm 34:19). 

In Romans 8:16-17 the apostle Paul explains suffering for righteousness 
and the Kingdom of God’s sake: “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we 

may be also glorified together” (King James Version, emphasis added). Trials 
are part of the process of inheriting everlasting life. (To understand more, 
download or request our free booklet Why Does God Allow Suffering?)

Our Creator can and will use the inevitable trials that afflict us all to 
develop in us godly qualities like patience and faith. True faith in God can 
take time to fully develop and deepen into an unshakable confidence in 
Him. Faith is an important subject in its own right. The publishers of The 
Good News also offer the free booklet You Can Have Living Faith to help 
readers understand this crucial subject. 

Anyone combating a personal trial or sin may at times find it difficult 
to concentrate on God’s promises. That is why we need His help in 
facing up to the difficulties of everyday life and battling our own natural 
inclinations (see Romans 7:14-25).  

The true followers of Jesus Christ should understand that their ap-
proach to life is in many respects much different from others. Christians 
are told to acquire the mind of Christ in the way they live (Philippians 2:5). 
By contrast, the majority of humanity has no real interest in serving God. 

This is often the root cause of our troubles from others. We’re surrounded 
by a world largely oblivious to biblical values, and those who wish to obey 
God often find themselves swimming upstream against popular thinking.  

But these obstacles should never deter us from our quest for everlast-
ing life. God the Father sent His Son Jesus Christ to die for us, so that on 
genuine repentance our sins could be forgiven. And God will help us live as 
He directs through the power of the Holy Spirit.

On the subject of money and debt, the Bible gives helpful principles:
• It warns against covetousness, which can lead to spending beyond 

one’s means (Luke 12:15). The Tenth Commandment forbids coveting.
• It states that “he who is greedy for gain troubles his own house” 

(Proverbs 15:27).
• It cautions against borrowing (Proverbs 22:7).
Money worries can cause all kinds of stress-related illnesses and can 

lead to family breakdown. Being deep in debt has been known to drive 
people to drink, steal, take drugs or do even worse things. 

Yet it is not always easy in modern society to avoid borrowing money. 
For instance, many university graduates have to gain their degree 
through enormous debt from student loans. Sometimes it can be  
difficult to avoid debt even with reasonably well-paid employment. 

Still, within reason, God expects us to surmount and overcome these 
obstacles. He promises to help those who rely on Him. Of course, our 
Creator wants us to do our part by taking carefully reasoned, positive ac-
tions to help us toward a debt-free life. Consider a few suggestions below: 

• Talk to reputable organizations that advise people in debt. Some may 
even be able to help negotiate payment plans with creditors.

• Be careful about taking out the much-advertised consolidation loans 
to pay off outstanding debts. It may be possible to repackage the debt 
into one single loan, but get competent advice on this—and not just from 
the finance company offering the loan.

• Work out a reasonable budget and stick to it. A simple budget would 
first list income from all sources and then identify how the household is 
going to spend that money. It should prioritize items so that outstanding 
debts can be repaid, while ensuring that reasonable needs are met.  

• If you have family, involve them in the budget planning.
• Avoid using credit and store cards, which charge high rates of interest. 
The publishers of The Good News offer two helpful booklets on the 

subject, Managing Your Finances and Making Life Work.
With our Creator’s help and a willingness to overcome obstacles, we 

can walk with Him—and build the faith that all things will indeed work 
out for good to those who love Him (Romans 8:28).
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Read more at www.VerticalThought.org

H
ave you ever thought about what 
a dull experience life would be if 
it were not for its amazing vari-
ety? God gives us this incredible 
variety in His creation—daytime 

and nighttime, seasons and cycles—making 
life full of contrasts, changes and increasing 
challenges. Life is full of enough variety and 
touches of adventure to constantly move us 
outside our comfort zones.

Our articles are written to encourage you 
to make the most of your life and to develop 
a deeper spiritual quotient so that you will 
be confident that you can develop your full 
potential.

Youth is a time to stretch yourself and 
to take on new challenges. Whether it is to 
develop your skills in a sport, learn a new 
language or learn how to play a musical 
instrument, the more you try different pur-
suits, the more likely you are to discover your 
innate talents.

Choices you make

Our lives are composed of the choices we 
make, the values we embrace, the crises we 
experience and the mentors we choose.

Free choice is one of the greatest gifts God 
has given to man. We are not like animals that 
react primarily by instinct. Human beings, 
made in God’s image, have the ability to 
accept or reject opportunities. When you make 
wise choices and set your heart to accomplish 
something wholesome and healthy, the result 
can be satisfaction and greater understanding 
of life and of God.

In contrast, making poor choices in life can 
be costly and sometimes deadly. In the begin-
ning, God presented the first human beings, 
Adam and Eve, with two trees in the Garden 
of Eden representing two different ways of life 
(see Genesis 2-3). God’s instruction was to not 
take of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. You probably remember the story and the 
repercussions for humanity that ensued.

We all have the opportunity to choose. 
When admonishing Israel about which life-
style to choose, God told them to choose life 
(Deuteronomy 30:19), showing them what the 
result would be for each option. Many people 
today make wrong choices and don’t even 
realize the consequences until some disaster  
or pain has come upon them.

Values you embrace

Our choices usually center on what is impor-
tant to us. We all have to decide how to live 
our lives and must accept the reality that not  
      all values are the same. The values that 

Life’s greatest challenges are 
in everyday decisions! Learn-

ing to choose wisely and 
learning from your experi-

ences can prepare you for a 
rewarding future!

 

by Larry Greider

In contrast, making poor choices in life can 
be costly and sometimes deadly. In the begin
ning, God presented the first human beings, 
Adam and Eve, with two trees in the Garden 
of Eden representing two different ways of life 
(see Genesis 2-3). God’s instruction was to not 
take of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. You probably remember the story and the 
repercussions for humanity that ensued.

We all have the opportunity to choose. 
When admonishing Israel about which life
style to choose, God told them to choose life 
(Deuteronomy 30:19), showing them what the 
result would be for each option. Many people 
today make wrong choices and don’t even 
realize the consequences until some disaster 
or pain has come upon them.

Are You 
Up for the 
Challenge?
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If you like reading our articles for 
teens and young adults in The Good 

News, be sure to take a look at our com-
panion magazine, Vertical Thought, at 
www.VerticalThought.org.

This magazine is specially written 
for our younger Good News audi-
ence. Each issue is packed with help-
ful insight and eye-opening articles  
guiding today’s young people in get-
ting the most out of life—both now 
and in the future.

You’ll uncover fascinating facts, meet 
interesting people, discover what’s 
really going on behind the scenes in our 
world, get answers to your questions  
and find practical, down-to-earth 
guidance on all kinds of subjects.

Visit VerticalThought.org today!

God offers us show us how to have a 
better relationship with Him, our elders 
and our peers.

These values stem from His law, 
which He reveals as truth. Jesus prayed 
to God the Father: “Sanctify them by 
Your truth. Your word is truth” (John 
17:17). When we base our lives on 
God’s inspired law, God says it will 
go well with us: “Observe and obey 
all these words which I command you, 
that it may go well with you and your 
children after you forever, when you do 
what is good and right in the sight of the 
Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 12:28, 
emphasis added).

We all have 24 hours in a day, but 
some use time much more effectively 
than others. If we value time, we can 
use it to accomplish something lasting 
or important. An athlete must practice, 
a worker must perform, a student must 
study, etc.

It has been said that if you don’t 
know where you are going, you’ll prob-
ably end up somewhere else—and that 
usually means having to face the ques-
tion of where your time went. Time can 
be one of God’s greatest gifts, or it can 
be a great curse when misused. Spend-
ing precious moments to learn godly 
values is one of the most beneficial uses 
of the time we have.

Crises you experience

No matter how good we might think 
our choices have been, eventually we 
will face challenges or crises that will 
try our character. Bad things can happen 
to good people, and being in the wrong 
place at just the right time can bring a 
life-changing moment.

I remember a sobering story of a 
young boy who was riding in the back-
seat of the family convertible. They 
were enjoying the warm weather on 
a family outing when a stray golf ball 
from a driving range next to the high-
way smashed into his forehead. The 
freak accident caused a lifetime of head-
aches and some permanent brain dam-
age. Coping with this tragic accident 
became the challenge of his life.

Some people are born with severe 
birth defects, while others may find 
themselves in the middle of a war or a 
natural disaster. Besides these random 
acts of man and nature, we can make 
poor decisions that have repercussions 

that are just as serious—more than we 
could possibly have realized at the time.

Driving too fast, not wearing a seat 
belt or choosing to hang out with the 
wrong crowd are all real choices that 
young people face in today’s world. 
You can either learn or lose from your 
experiences, and how you recover from 
your mistakes is often indicative of your 
character.

God wants us to learn from our  
mistakes and determine to change by 
making wise choices. Sometimes it 
takes suffering the consequences of  
a poor choice to motivate us to make 
better ones.

Mentors you choose

Having someone to guide you could 
be one of the most important ingredients 
in making the most of your life, at any 
stage in life. Hopefully your parents, a 
pastor or older siblings are part of your 
mentoring network. Hanging around 
with the wise provides an opportunity 
to become wiser yourself. “A wise man 
will hear and increase learning, and a 
man of understanding will attain wise 
counsel” (Proverbs 1:5).

Many people let their lives become 
dictated by routine and expediency 
rather than making creative choices to 
bring something better. Accepting the 
challenge of developing your mind, 
body and spirit can be a springboard 
toward a fulfilling and exciting life.

As a young man growing up, I was 
privileged to be a part of the Scout-
ing movement and was encouraged to 
work toward the highest level, the Eagle 
Scout award. Being encouraged to set 
goals and push myself at an early age 
helped me more than I realized at the 
time. It has been instrumental in achiev-
ing all that I have accomplished and  
in going all the places I have been.

We live in a time when there are so 
many opportunities, if you have the 
eyes to see them and the desire to grow. 
Take responsibility for your own life. 
Accept the challenges that come your 
way to become the best you can be. 
Set worthwhile goals for yourself, and 
remember that your life is a composite 
of the choices you make, the values you 
embrace, the crises you experience and 
the mentors you choose.

The challenge is up to you. Make the 
most of your life!  GNiS
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How much do you know about the origin of Easter and its popular customs? Take the 
following short quiz to assess your knowledge!   

 1 True or False? Easter didn’t originate with Jesus Christ’s resurrection,  
     but had been celebrated for many centuries by that time.

 2 True or False? Rabbits and eggs have nothing to do with Christ’s  
     resurrection, but are holdovers from ancient spring fertility celebrations.

 3 True or False? Easter gets its name from an ancient fertility  
     goddess.

 4 True or False? Pagans celebrated the supposed resurrection of  
     their false gods in the spring many centuries before Jesus Christ.

 5 True or False? The word Easter appears only once in the Bible— 
     and that one time is a mistranslation of the Greek word for Passover.

 6 True or False? Neither the apostles nor other members of the early  
     Church celebrated Easter.

 7 True or False? Celebrations such as Easter are condemned in the Bible.

The correct answer to all of the above questions is true—and you can verify most of these 
answers with a quick look through several good encyclopedias. Or, for an in-depth look at 
the real Easter story as revealed by history and the Bible, request your free copy of our booklet 

Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days We Keep?

Too many people go through life thinking they are honoring Jesus Christ 
through popular celebrations such as Easter. But, before you celebrate Easter 
again, why not consider what Jesus Himself thinks about this holiday? As a 
serious Christian, don’t you think it’s time you considered His point of view? 

 How Much Do You Know  
About the Real Easter Story?
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