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Israel—Hope Beyond Today

magine if King David of ancient Israel miracu-

lously came back to life today after some 3,000

years and you were given the job of helping him
to comprehend the existing situation in his homeland. How would you
explain the current state of his beloved Jerusalem, the “City of Peace”?

How would you report that although a song he wrote has survived
for millennia, the line in it appealing worshippers to “pray for the
peace of Jerusalem” (Psalm 122:6) is yet a prayer unanswered?

How much time would it take to prepare him for what he would see
in the religious arena today, a spiritual landscape that would be virtually
unrecognizable to him? And even worse, to explain the sad irony that
Jerusalem’s hopes for peace have been dashed by, more than anything
else, these rival religions, all bitterly competing in the name of his God!

But wait a minute. The story of Jerusalem is truly “a tale of two
cities,” and you could, instead, opt to begin with the good news!

Despite the present darkness, peace lies in
Jerusalem’s future—not through man’s efforts,
but through the coming rule of Jesus Christ.

Wouldn’t you love to tell him how God fulfilled His promise that
from David’s lineage would come the Messiah? How that, right here
in Jerusalem, Jesus Christ gave His life to save all humanity? And that
He has promised to one day return right here to Jerusalem to establish
His everlasting Kingdom of peace!

What a poignant opportunity to show David that after his death
God gave many prophets magnificent visions of Israel and Jerusalem
ultimately uniting all peoples of the earth!

God has always confirmed that He has never taken His eye off
the little capital David established—and that, for all the glory it once
knew, its greatest days lie still ahead, when it will become the center
for the government of God on earth!

This is, of course, a hypothetical exercise to help us see past facts
and figures and personalize the reality of the situation you will read
about in this issue. Considering the heartbreaking history and frus-
trating present in Israel, you will logically ask, “Can Israel survive?”

Read further, though, and you will see that the answer defies human
logic. Despite the present darkness, peace lies in its future—not
through man’s efforts, but through the coming rule of Jesus Christ
who said, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the
world gives do I give to you” (John 14:27).

King David, a prolific songwriter, would probably appreciate
David Shipler’s song metaphor in his 1987 Pulitzer Prize-winning
book Arab and Jew: Wounded Spirits in a Promised Land. Shipler
portrays Jerusalem as both “a festival and a lamentation. Its song is
a sigh across the ages, a delicate, robust, mournful psalm at the great
junction of spiritual cultures.”

That sorrowful song will someday change. “The ransomed of the
Lorb shall return, and come to Zion with singing, with everlasting
joy on their heads,” Isaiah prophesied. “They shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Isaiah 35:10).

No mere hypothetical scenarios for David then—for, as God prom-
ised, he will actually be resurrected, reigning over Israel, rejoicing
with its people!

But were he to see his beloved land today, David would surely tell
us to not only pray for peace in Jerusalem, but to fervently seek the
only means by which it will happen, praying to God, “Your Kingdom
come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

—Clyde Kilough, Church president
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Israel is geographically tiny, especially when measured against its massive impact on the world.
Yet it remains the unceasing target of hostile criticism, with some countries openly threatening
its extinction. Only 60 years old, Israel’s survival remains at stake today. What does Scripture say?

by John Ross Schroeder

dolf Hitler ruled over and
devastated much of Con-
tinental Europe from the
late 1930s until 1945.
Yet polls in several of
these formerly captive European countries
show that, when asked which country is
the biggest threat to world peace today,
nearly 60 percent of the respondents
named Israel.

Denying Israel’s legitimacy and under-
mining its right to exist is still very much in
vogue today—even in countries previously
ravaged by the Third Reich.

An easy job for any journalist would be

4  The Good News

the task of assembling quotes from hos-
tile Arab nations calling for Israel to be
destroyed.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad is perhaps the most outspoken, making

such statements as “Israel must be wiped
off the map” (2005), “the Zionist regime
is heading toward annihilation . . . [it]

1s a rotten, dried tree that will be elimi-
nated by one storm” (2006), “the United
States and the Zionist regime of Israel
will soon come to the end of their lives”
(2007) and “the world powers established
this filthy bacteria, the Zionist regime,
which is lashing out at the nations in the

region like a wild beast” (2008).

Could Israel survive a nuclear
exchange?

In a Dec. 14, 2001, speech, then-
Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani—
considered a “moderate” Muslim leader—
openly threatened a nuclear attack on
Israel: “If one day, the Islamic world is
also equipped with [nuclear] weapons
like those that Israel possesses now . . .
the use of even one nuclear bomb inside
Israel will destroy everything. However,
it will only harm the Islamic world
[—not destroy it]. It is not irrational to



————SRS—————

contemplate such an eventuality.”
American journalist Suzanne Fields
summarized Rafsanjani’s simple math-

its land totally devastated and largely
uninhabitable for generations to come.
What an unconscionable catastrophe

The State

ematical equation: “In a nuclear exchange
with Israel his country might lose 15 mil-
lion people which would amount to a small
‘sacrifice’ from among the billion Muslims
worldwide in exchange for the lives of

5 million Israeli Jews” (“Confronting the

that would be for the world, given the
nation’s overall scientific, technological,
humanitarian and cultural contribution
to the world!

It is a frightening thought to envision
a world without Israel. Yet this is

of Israel:
Small but

New Anti-Semitism,” The Washington
Times, July 25, 2004).

In other words, he believed it would be

worth it to start a nuclear war with Israel

that could result in the death of 15 million

Muslims if the 5 million Jews of Israel
could be wiped out. After all, a billion
Muslims would still be left around the

precisely what many of her enemies
throughout history have seriously con-
templated. Notice the plea to God from
King David’s chief musician Asaph,
written some 3,000 years ago:

“Do not keep silent, O God! Do not
hold Your peace, and do not be still,
O God! For behold, Your enemies make

Significant

ourists visiting Israel are sometimes
Tamazed at how small the country is. As

Mark Twain wrote in 1869 of his visit to
the Holy Land, “I could not conceive of a small
country having so large a history” (The Inno-
cents Abroad, 1984, p. 385). A good number
of tourists are surprised because people nor-

mally equate size with
significance.

The modern nation
of Israel occupies less
than 8,000 square
miles, in comparison to
about 760,000square
miles—more than 20
times as much—in
the state of California

| alone. How could a
e country so prominent
Y on television news be
S0 insignificant on the
world map?
g S | . The answer ulti-
mately lies in Israel’s
spiritual, historical
and literary legacy. As
noted Israeli author
Amos Elon put it:
“Even more extraordinary is the fact that the
[Hebrew] Bible, as was written in Jerusalem,
unlike the books of other ancient peoples,
was not the literature of a major or regional
power nor even of a ruling elite, but the litera-
ture of a minor remote people [by comparison]”
(Jerusalem: City of Mirrors, 1991, p. 19).

The New Testament itself addresses Israel’s
outsized historic contribution to mankind. The
apostle Paul asked: “What advantage then
has the Jew . .. ? Much in every way! Chiefly
because to them were committed the oracles of
God” (Romans 3:1-2). The word “oracles” here
is translated from the Greek /ogion, meaning
“words” or “sayings,” which then encompassed
the entire Old Testament.

Much of the New Testament was likewise
composed in or describes events in the Holy
Land, which stands as the geography from
which the Scriptures sprang. Truly Israel is the
land of “the Book,” populated by the peoples
God used to author and preserve, under His
divine inspiration, the Hebrew Bible plus a large
portion of the New Testament.

Hezbollah fighters, left, backed by Iran, salute during a graduation ceremony
in Lebanon, where the terror group has taken over much of the country along
Israel’s northern border. Israel is tinier than most people realize, only 1/20 the

size of the U.S. state of California and much smaller than most countries.

world, but only few surviving Jews in other a tumult and those who hate You have
countries—and no state of Israel. lifted up their head. They have taken
It is hard to believe how some people crafty counsel against Your people, and
think, but it’s also hard to argue with the consulted together against Your sheltered
cold-blooded logic of this calculation. ones. They have said, ‘Come and let us
Israel simply cannot afford the kind of cut them off from being a nation, that the
nuclear war threatened by Iranian leaders.  name of Israel may be remembered no
Such a war could and would do consider- more’” (Psalm 83:1-4, emphasis added
able damage to Iran and the Arab world throughout). The Bible is right on target
should it ever come to pass. But Israel itself in describing conditions besetting our
in all probability simply would not survive. contemporary world.
The enormous geographical odds against ~ The next few verses describe the
her in a war with Iran alone are almost 80  nature of the forces arrayed against
to 1. Here is a very big factor: Israel is very Israel. Viewed in the light of its contem-
short on living space, especially in com- porary history, these passages show that
parison to the vast acreages of the Arab neighboring nations would be Israel’s
countries, which combined are some 650  natural enemies: “For they have consulted
times the size of tiny Israel. together with one consent; they form a
The bottom line is that only two or three confederacy against You” (verse 5).
nuclear detonations in Israel would leave In the wake of the 1956 Suez War

Photos, from left: iStockphoto, AFP Photo/Suhaila Sahmarani. Map by Shaun Venish
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came the short-lived United Arab Republic,
the union of Egypt and Syria. Does another
union of hostile Muslim countries lie
around the corner?

Verses 6 and 7 give the ancient names of
the neighboring peoples surrounding Israel.
But the overall principle remains crystal
clear: Israel would be severely harassed
by its neighbors.

The multiple burdens of modern Israel

The state of Israel has had to maintain its
existence while being harassed by active
Arab hostility often expressed by horrific
terrorist acts and, more recently, continu-
ous rocket and mortar fire well into its
southern regions—now even reaching
into the coastal city of Ashkelon, between
the Gaza Strip and Tel Aviv.

The terror group Hamas now controls
Gaza and is responsible for the rain of
rockets presently afflicting Israel. This
“Islamic resistance movement” was
established in 1987 and is infamous for
its suicide bombings. The Hamas charter
plainly states that “there is no solution for
the Palestinian question except through
Jihad” and that “Israel will exist and will
continue to exist until Islam will obliter-
ate it.” Clearly Hamas is devoted to the
destruction of the state of Israel.

British historian Martin Gilbert has
aptly summarized some of Israel’s major
difficulties since its founding: “Israeli soci-
ety has faced a combination of pressures
that are unusual in any nation: the pres-
sures of continuous and massive immigra-
tion; five wars; the unpredictable cruelty of
terrorist attacks (and, most recently, of sui-
cide bombers); and a sense of the isolation
and vulnerability of a small nation, each
generation of which has lost loved ones in
war and as a result of terrorist attacks.

“Israel is not only a nation that for the
first three decades of its existence was sur-
rounded by sworn enemies, but one that,
following a victorious war in 1967, has
had to share part of its own land with another
people” (Israel: A History, 1999, p. xxi).

The nation has also had to deal with the
troubling memory of the Holocaust—the
murder of 6 million Jews by the Nazis.
The nation’s Jewish population has often
contemplated what talents and resources
these men and women and their never-born
descendants could have contributed to the
national wealth and welfare.

Instead, through no fault of their own,
they succumbed to the 20th century’s most
virulent outbreak of anti-Semitism. Six
million trees (the “Forest of Martyrs”)

6 The Good News

were planted in a reforesting of the Judean
hills specifically in honor of the Holocaust
victims. But the Nazi hostility of the Third
Reich (1933-1945) has been replaced by
equally virulent Arab and Muslim hatred.

The late American historian Barbara
Tuchman wrote: “The Arabs are gracious
and attractive people, friendly and courte-
ous to strangers, possessing dignity, charm
and even humor. On the subject of Israel,
however, they are paranoid. Israel does
not appear on Arab maps” (Practicing
History, 1981, p. 128).

Israel has had to fight several wars of

“Israel is a
beacon of free-
dom and hope—
to the world
generallyand in a
more important
sense, to the
Middle East.”

survival with surrounding Arab countries
since its inception as a nation in 1948.
Today this tiny state still has to periodically
battle ruthless terrorist groups like Hez-
bollah in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza.

Yet Israel is not without its national
advantages.

Israel’s inherent advantages

The story of Israel is not all one-sided.
Notice Barbara Tuchman’s historic assess-
ment: “With all of its problems, Israel has
one commanding advantage—a sense of
purpose: to survive. It has come back. It
has confounded persecution and outlived
exile to become the only nation in the
world that is governing itself in the same
territory, under the same name [although
Judah would be more accurate], and with
the same religion and same language as it
did three thousand years ago.

“It is conscious of fulfilling destiny. It
knows it must not go under now, that it
must endure” (p. 134). Indeed, God has a
very great purpose for the modern nation
of Israel, even in the fulfillment of end-
time Bible prophecy. A Jewish homeland
had to be reestablished in the Middle East
to fulfill Bible prophecy (see pages 39-41

GOOD NEWS FEATURE » Can Israel Survive?

of our free booklet Are We Living in the
Time of the End? and pages 5-6 of the
January-February 2008 Good News).
Martin Gilbert stated, “Although con-
fronted with many problems, Israel pos-
sesses a strong will to succeed and pros-
per, to maintain its vigorous and fulfilling
daily life, and to confound the critics
who point to both external and self-
inflicted problems as insoluble” (p. xiii).
The U.S. government has consistently
supported Israel throughout its 60-year his-
tory. Former U.S. Secretary of Education
William Bennett wrote: “We stand with

Are All
Israelites Jews?

day almost everyone identifies the name
Fme/with the Jews. Most people assume
the Jewish people are the sole remaining
descendants of the ancient nation of Israel. The
assumption, however, is incorrect.

Technically the Jews are principally descen-
dants of two of the Israelite tribes, Judah and
Benjamin, plus a considerable part of a third,
the priestly tribe of Levi.

Unknown to most people, 10 other tribes in
ancient Israel were never called Jews. These
northern tribes were historically distinct and
politically separate from the Jews, their broth-
ers to the south who formed the kingdom of
Judah, from which the term Jew was derived.

The northern coalition of tribes, the king-
dom or house of Israel, had already become an
independent nation, separate from the house
of Judah, by the time the word Jew appears
in the biblical narrative. In fact, the first time
the term appears in the King James Version
of the Bible, Israel was at war with the Jews
(see 2 Kings 16:5-6, KJV).

Are all Israelites Jews? No. Jews—the
citizens and descendants of the kingdom of
Judah—are indeed Israelites, but not all Isra-
elites are Jews. Since all 12 tribes, including
Jews, are descendants of their father Israel
(Jacob), we can apply the term /sraelite to
all of the tribes. The term Jew, however, is
accurate only for the people that made up the
kingdom of Judah and their descendants.

Incidentally, Jews who live in the mod-
ern state of Israel are often called Israelis.
To understand the important connection
between the lost tribes of Israel and people
of Northwest European heritage, including the
English-speaking peoples, request or down-
load our free booklet The United States and
Britain in Bible Prophecy.
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Israel because Israel is a beacon of freedom
and hope—to the world, generally, and in

a more important sense, to the Middle East
. .. Israel has kept faith with the promise
of its founding [in 1948], a founding more

ity group (20% in the general population,
which constitutes 30% of elementary first
graders), the Arab minority, which resents
the identity—and sometimes the very
existence—of Israel as a Jewish state. This

similar to America’s than perhaps any other minority perceives itself as a part of the

nation’s” (“Why I Stand With Israel,” Alan
Dershowitz, editor, What Israel Means to
Me, 2000, p. 39).

The founding Israeli prime minister,
David Ben-Gurion (1886-1973), spoke of
Israel as a “treasured people.” But what
type of treasure? Israeli civil rights spokes-
man Shulamit Aloni, a former member of

Palestinian people. Most Arabs in Israel
identify with their people who fight a cruel
and unrestrained war of terror against
Israel” (“The Image and Significance of
Contemporary Zionism,” Jewish Quarterly,
Winter 2007, p. 52).

David Ben-Gurion, perhaps modern
Israel’s greatest patriot, felt very strongly

noted London columnist Melanie Phillips,
“The [British] general public no longer
believes the Jews have a claim to the land
of Israel.” In her view, those who hold that
belief “need to be told otherwise” (The
Jewish Chronicle, Nov. 11, 2007).

She explained: “Long before the Shoah
[Holocaust], the world decided the Jews
should be returned to their ancestral home-
land in Palestine—which consisted of
what is currently Israel, Jordan, the West
Bank and Gaza—Dbecause of their over-
whelming entitlement to the land. This was
not because of the biblical promise, but
because it had been
the Jewish nation state
for hundreds of years,
centuries before Islam
came into being”
(ibid.).

But will ceding por-
tions of their home-
land nonetheless bring
Israel real peace with
its neighbors?

Land for peace?

Israel’s pioneering
founders such as David
Ben-Gurion and Levi
Eshkol are almost all
gone from the scene.

A new Israeli intel-

Israel faces threats both internal and external. Terror attacks, such as this suicide bus bombing in
central Israel, left, have killed or maimed hundreds of Israelis. But these pale in comparison to threats
from countries such as Iran, which has test-fired missiles such as the Shahab 3, right, capable of reach-
ing Israel with nuclear warheads. Iranian leaders have repeatedly threatened to eliminate Israel.

ligentsia has arisen
that is apparently will-
ing to make whatever
compromises are
deemed necessary to

the Knesset (the Israeli parliament) told of
Israel’s “treasure [of] ethics, knowledge,
culture, art, science, literature, openness
and listening to and respecting every single
person, man, woman, and child as freeborn
human beings, created in the image of
God” (p. 23).

Israel’s dilemma with demographics

Bennett firmly stated: “We must never
ignore the fact that if Israel loses its war
against terrorism, it will lose its existence”
(p. 41). The stakes are very high indeed!

Yet not every enemy is a military preda-
tor. Simple demographics have become a
critical concern for Israel’s leaders. Jewish
identity within the nation itself is being
threatened.

Israel Harel founded the Council of Jew-
ish Communities in Judea. He also writes a
weekly column for a popular Israeli news-
paper, Ha’aretz. He describes the threat:

“Firstly, in Israel there is a large minor-

about Jewish identity in the land. He said
to the 20th Zionist Congress meeting in
Zurich, Switzerland, in 1937: “No Jew is
entitled to give up the right of the Jewish
nation to the land. It is not in the authority
of any Jew or of any Jewish body; it is not
even in the authority of the entire nation
alive today to give up any part of the land”
(quoted by Harel, p. 56).

Yet U.S. News and World Report editor-
in-chief Mortimer Zuckerman reminds us
that “it was [Yasser]| Arafat who described
‘all of Palestine,” which includes all of
Israel, as a “holy wakf,” i.e., an Islamic
trust that cannot be given away” (“Denial
and Hope in the Mideast,” Oct. 8, 2007).

Do we grasp the extent of the signifi-
cance of these conflicting territorial claims
and their crucial historic, present and
future implications?

Many European observers would even
like to see the state of Israel void of its
Jewish identity. For instance, according to

achieve peace. Land for peace became the
new watchword. Giving up Gaza unilater-
ally seemed like a good idea. But so-called
democracy in Gaza produced the election of
Hamas, which has rained rockets down on
Israeli citizens in the southern border area
of the country ever since.

Yossi Klein Halevi, a senior fellow at
the Shalem Center in Jerusalem, wrote
in the Los Angeles Times that the intifada
of 1987-92 created “a substantial bloc of
guilt-ridden Israelis ready to take almost
any risk for peace.” This led to a situation
where “a majority of Israelis were consid-
ering previously unthinkable concessions
such as uprooting Jewish settlements in the
West Bank and Gaza and redividing the
city of Jerusalem” (“The End of the ‘Guilty
Israeli,” March 2, 2008).

In this atmosphere Israel withdrew in
late 2005 from the Gaza Strip, which it
had captured from Egypt in the 1967 Six-
Day War, turning it over to the Palestinian
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Authority government. But Hamas won

a surprising victory in elections a few
months later and started a small-scale civil
war against the previous ruling forces

of Fatah. Ever since, nearby portions of
southern Israel have been regularly bom-
barded by rockets and mortar shells fired
from the vacated territory.

Halevi sums up Hamas as a ruthless ter-
rorist group “whose theology calls for the
destruction of Israel and war against the
Jews around the world, and whose terror
attacks are small pre-enactments of its gen-
ocidal ambitions . . . Gaza was a test case
for Israeli withdrawal and the experiment
was a disaster.”

As Halevi notes, “Had Gazans begun at
this point to create a peaceful state from
their new, self-governing territory, the
Israeli public almost certainly would
have endorsed substantive negotiations
over a West Bank withdrawal.” But since
the Gaza withdrawal was met with rocket
fire, surrendering the West Bank is appar-
ently no longer seen as an effective “carrot”
in achieving the long-sought-after peace
between the Israelis and the Palestinians.

Consider also that “from the time of
the Bible to 1948, the West Bank, which
includes the old city of Jerusalem (contain-
ing the Western Wall) and Hebron (where
the biblical patriarchs and matriarchs are
buried) has always been part of the land of
Israel” (Gush Emunim, “West Bank Ver-
sus Judea and Samaria,” Jewish Literacy,
2001, p. 343).

This is how many ordinary Israeli Jews
view ownership. They realize that a West
Bank in Palestinian hands could very well
become a launching pad for rocket attacks
on the city of Jerusalem and its environs.

Tony Blair’s sobering assessment

Last summer former British Prime
Minister Tony Blair was appointed as a
special Middle East envoy under the aus-
pices of the “Quartet” of the EU, the UN,
the United States and Russia. Spending
considerably more time in the region than
ever before enabled Mr. Blair to gain a
much better comprehension of the stubborn
regional dilemmas.

He said: “I understand more than when I
was the prime minister the difficulties here.
I would hesitate to cede the West Bank to
the Palestinians after the nightmare Israel
has faced since the Gaza withdrawal.”

The “land-for-peace” formula that has
been the basis for Arab-Israeli peace talks
was proven a failure by the Gaza debacle.
Blair now acknowledges that a crucial

8 The Good News

factor for peace is “the character of the
Palestinian state . . . There won’t be a Pal-
estinian state unless it is coherently gov-
erned and run, and anyone who tells you
different is misleading you” (quoted by
Mortimer Zuckerman, “The Elusive Mid-
east Peace, U.S. News and World Report,
Jan. 17, 2008).

Strong words indeed for any British
prime minister, given the general U.K.
predilection for the Arab world.

The most serious long-term threat
to Israel

Notwithstanding the current dangers
posed by Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah in

ISRAEL-o,

“We judge with high confidence that
in fall, 2003, Tehran halted its nuclear
weapons program.”

Although the UN Security Council
recently passed a resolution with further
sanctions against Iran by a 14-0 vote, canny
observers tend to view these new measures
as little more than a slap on the wrist.

According to The Wall Street Journal:
“Meanwhile, Iran continues to flout the
Security Council’s chief demand that it
suspend its uranium enrichment program.
The production of sufficient quantities of
fissile material is one of three key com-
ponents in any nuclear weapons program,
a fact that was relegated to a footnote in
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Israel is tiny in size and population in comparison to the Arab countries of the
Middle East and North Africa, which together are some 650 times the size of the
Jewish state. An additional 25 countries, such as Iran, while not Arabic, belong
to the Islamic Conference and are largely hostile toward Israel.

Lebanon, the Palestinians and even Syria,
what is the Israeli government most
worried about?

The most dangerous foreseeable threat
is Iran’s nuclear ambitions and their oft-
professed desire to wipe out Israel. In
mid-February Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert met with German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel for bilateral talks in
Berlin. According to the International
Herald Tribune, he said that “Iran was
still seeking to build nuclear weapons and
called for a greater international effort to
prevent Tehran from succeeding.” Olmert
indicated that “Israel was ‘certain’ that
the Iranians were engaged in a ‘serious’
and ‘clandestine’ operation to build up
[nuclear] capacity’” (Feb. 13, 2008).

Several newspaper and Internet articles
have already cast considerable doubt on the
validity of the U.S. National Intelligence
Estimate, which several months ago stated,

December’s U.S. National Intelligence
Estimate [NIE] claiming Iran had sus-
pended its nuclear weapons program in the
fall of 2003.

“Nor did that NIE make any mention of
Iran’s ongoing ballistic missile programs,
the second key component. Instead, its
chief claim was that Iran had suspended
work on weaponization, which by all
expert accounts is the least challenging
part of a nuclear-weapons program”
(“Irresolution on Iran,” March 10, 2008).

Although Newsweek’s “Point of View”
column played down the threat of Islamic
fascism, it did state that President Bush
had “warned that the Iranian government
is out to destroy Israel.” It also said that
Tony Blair had “compared Iran to the
rising fascist powers of the 1930s”

(Nov. 19, 2007).

It goes without saying that the Iranian

threat is far more real to the Israelis than

Map by Shaun Venish



to America and Britain, since Iran is much
closer to Israel, the ancient Holy Land of
the Bible.

Another deadly round of war coming

We must, of course, look to the biblical
record to round out our overall picture of
Israel’s predicament. It is impossible to
separate the land of Israel from the Word of
God. Even nonbelieving secular Jews rely
on the Hebrew Bible to help establish their
historical and geographical claims.

Both the Bible and secular history show
that the land of Israel (Jerusalem in par-
ticular) is among the most contested areas
on planet earth. The city itself has fallen

Anti-Semitism

Now Directed

Against Israel
as a Nation

ritish Chief Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks
B recently alerted the world to a new kind

of anti-Semitism. In a London area lec-
ture he warned: “Antisemites have attacked
our religion and our race. Now they are going
after the Jewish nation.”

In other words, another mutation of this
virulent spiritual disease has risen to plague
mankind. As Sacks explained, “Unlike its pre-
decessors, the new anti-semitism focuses not
on Judaism as a religion, nor on Jews as a
race, but on Jews as a nation” (“We Face a
New Kind of Hatred,” The Jewish Chronicle,
Nov. 16, 2007, p. 30).

Some people believe that the Jewish peo-
ple are the only ethnic group not entitled to
have a state of their own. Referring to a quote
from Israeli historian Amos 0z, Sacks wrote:
“In the 1930s, antisemites declared, ‘Jews
to Palestine.’ Today they shout, ‘Jews out of
Palestine’ . . . they don’t want us to be there;
they don’t want us to be here; they don’t want
us to be” (ibid.).

to invading forces more than 20 times in
its recorded history. But there has been no
successful invasion since the formation of
the modern Israeli state in 1948.

The Bible makes it clear that end-time
prophecy could not be fulfilled without the
restoration of the Jewish people to their
homeland.

The book of Zechariah shows that Jeru-
salem will be the center of global conflict
immediately prior to the second coming
of Jesus Christ: “Behold, the day of the
LoRrD is coming, and your spoil will be

divided in your midst. For I will gather all
the nations to battle against Jerusalem”
(Zechariah 14:1-2).

These prophesied events could not take
place without the physical restoration of
the tribe or nation of Judah (now called
Israel) prominently in the Holy Land just
before Christ’s coming, with the continual
international tension and turmoil that has
accompanied the nation’s creation and
existence.

Jerusalem will once again be the scene
of horrifyingly violent turmoil. Zechariah
continues in verse 2: “The city shall be
taken, the houses rifled, and the women
ravished. Half of the city shall go into cap-
tivity, but the remnant of the people shall
not be cut off from the city.”

So even after Israel united the city in
the 1967 war, Bible prophecy tells us that
Jerusalem will once again be fought over
and divided. This region of the world is
destined to be the very center of events at
the end of this age—setting the stage for
Armageddon and the second coming of
Jesus Christ.

And Jesus Christ will indeed intervene
personally and directly: “Then the LORD
will go forth and fight against those nations
... And in that day His feet will stand on
the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusa-
lem on the east . . . Thus the LORD my God
will come, and all the saints with You”
(verses 3-5).

Zechariah 14:12 and Revelation 19:17-18,
21 describe the end of those armies that are
gathered around Jerusalem and fight against
the Messiah, Jesus Christ, at His return. It
will prove to be no contest as Christ inter-
venes to save not just Israel, but the entire
human race, from annihilation.

Jerusalem: Future capital of the world

Other prophecies tell us that Jerusalem’s
destiny is to become a center of peace for
all nations on earth. Zechariah adds: “Thus
says the LorD: ‘I will return to Zion [refer-
ring to Christ’s second coming], and dwell
in the midst of Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall
be called the City of Truth, the Mountain
of the LORD of hosts, the Holy Mountain’”’
(Zechariah 8:3; see also Jeremiah 3:17).

Long ago God promised: “The days
are surely coming, says the LORD, when
I will raise up for David a righteous Branch
[the Messiah, Jesus Christ], and He shall
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall
execute justice and righteousness” (Jeremiah
23:5, New Revised Standard Version).

Nations will send representatives to
Jerusalem even from faraway places to

learn God’s ways and to take them back to
their peoples. As Isaiah 2:2-3 says, “Now
it shall come to pass in the latter days that
the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be
established on the top of the mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills; and
all nations shall flow to it.”

In Bible prophecy, “mountains” and
“hills” are often used to refer to governments
and nations. This tells us that the govern-
ment of Jesus Christ, established in Jerusa-
lem, will rule over all the nations on earth.

Isaiah then continues, describing a
world transformed by the wonderful
knowledge of God’s way of life: “Many
people shall come and say, ‘Come, and
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob; He will
teach us His ways, and we shall walk in
His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem.”

Under Jesus Christ’s reign as the Prince
of Peace, all war, weapons and even mili-
tary academies will be abolished (verse 4).
Peace with justice will be administered to
all peoples from Jerusalem.

Sadly, these sure biblical prophecies
are far from the reality of conditions in
the Holy Land today—a region plagued
by violence, corruption, despotism and
bloody, random terror. Yet these millennial
prophecies assure us that “old men and old
women shall again sit in the streets of Jeru-
salem, each one with his staff in his hand
because of great age. The streets of the
city shall be full of boys and girls playing”
(Zechariah 8:4-5).

The Bible pictures a majestic future with
a peaceful life in this long-troubled land.
All will at last be safe from harm during
Christ’s coming rule on earth. Jeremiah
23:6 promises, “In His days Judah will
be saved, and Israel will dwell safely.”

God speed those days! GN

Recommended Reading

What factors in history led to the
ancient animosities that continue
to plague the Holy Land down
to our day? Did you realize that
many of them are spelled out in
the pages of the Bible? You need
to understand the surprising and
little-understood truth about the
conflict in the Middle East—past,
present and future, and how it will
finally be resolved. Be sure to download or request your
free copy of The Middle East in Bible Prophecy today!
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Jerusalem'’s Bright Future

Will Jerusalem survive? Ongoing conflict and senseless terrorism suggest it won't.
Yet the Bible says that Jerusalem will thrive forever in the greatest destiny imaginable!

by Jerold Aust

erusalem is perhaps the most

renowned of all cities historically, reli-

giously and prophetically. Although it

has only some 700,000 inhabitants, no
city has impacted or will impact humanity as
much as Jerusalem.

Many nations have tried to conquer Jeru-
salem; many succeeded. Some significant
takeovers include those of King David,
Nebuchadnezzar, Roman caesars, Muslim
caliphs, Christian crusaders, the British and
finally the Israelis.

Centuries passed between the last Jewish
government in Jerusalem and Britain’s cap-
ture of the city during World War I, which
brought the reestablishment of a Jewish
homeland that a few decades later would
become the modern state of Israel.

Over the last 60 years, various Muslim
forces or groups have repeatedly claimed or
attempted to conquer Jerusalem. It remains
a geopolitical and religious flashpoint.

A source of religious conflict

To Muslims, Jerusalem is the third-holiest
city after Mecca, the birthplace of Muham-
mad, and Medina, where Muhammad lived
and died. Jerusalem, they believe, is where
Muhammad ascended to heaven from the
rock outcropping where the Dome of the
Rock now stands on the massive Temple
Mount platform completed by the biblical
king Herod the Great.

Many Bible scholars and archaeologists
also believe the Jewish temple rebuilt by
Herod and—1,000 years earlier—the origi-
nal temple of King Solomon stood on the
same spot.

Dore Gold, former Israeli ambassador to
the United Nations and current president of
the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, sees
Jerusalem as a trigger for an apocalyptic
global jihad.

“One aspect of the growth of jihadist
militancy in the Middle East is, in fact,
directly tied to the Jerusalem issue—the
spread of Islamic apocalyptic thought,”
he writes (The Fight for Jerusalem, 2007,

p- 22). He believes that militant Wahhabism,
a widespread extremist sect of Islam, hopes
to bring on an end-time apocalypse now, and
Jerusalem plays a key role in this.

10 The Good News

The city of Jerusalem spreads out into the distance as seen from the Mount of Olives.

“According to the Islamic version of the
end of history, a messianic figure known as
the Mahdi (the rightly guided one) will appear
and establish his headquarters in Jerusalem.
He is preceded by the arrival of the Antichrist,
known in Islam as the dajjal. According to
this eschatological scenario, Jesus [/sa in Ara-
bic] will also return, proclaim the supremacy
of Islam, and smash all the world’s crosses.
Then Jesus and the Mahdi together will wage
war against the dajjal” (p. 23).

But a threatened Jerusalem today does
not prohibit a peaceful and glorious Jerusa-
lem tomorrow. The very name Jerusalem is
inextricably linked to peace, as we will see.

Today, three major religions—Judaism,
Christianity and Islam—Ilay claim to Jerusa-
lem. Adding to the conflict, both Israel and
the Palestinian National Authority claim
Jerusalem as their capital.

More importantly, a resurrected Christ
Jesus also claims it as His. God owns Jeru-
salem, though it doesn’t appear so now. For
now, the Jews claim it; the Arabs want it.

Jerusalem’s roots

Ambassador Gold notes that Jerusalem
is mentioned in the story of Abraham some
4,000 years ago, as the Temple Mount is
traditionally identified as Mt. Moriah:

“In the Book of Genesis (22:2) Abraham is

told by God to take his son Isaac to the
‘Land of Moriah.” The Midrash—part of the
early rabbinic literature compiled after the
destruction of the Second Temple—breaks
down various possible Hebraic roots of

the word ‘Moriah,” which is understood to
mean the place where instruction (hora’ah),
religious awe (yir'ah), or light (orah) ‘went
forth to the world.” In short, the religious acts
associated with Mt. Moriah have universal
meaning for all mankind” (p. 45).

He goes on to suggest that “God chose
the name Jerusalem (Yerushalayim) as a
combination of Yir’eh [religious awe] and
Shalem [peace]” (ibid.). Others propose that
the name means “foundation (or possession)
of peace.”

Historical fights over Jerusalem

Jerusalem’s history is one of conflict and
conquest.

In Genesis 14 we find one of the earli-
est indications of a special site of peace that
many link to Jerusalem. Abraham was blessed
by and gave tithes to “Melchizedek king
of Salem” (verses 18-20). Salem (“Peace”)
could refer to Jerusalem (Psalm 76:2).
Hebrews 7:1-3 later identifies the priest-king
here as the preincarnate Jesus Christ who
became the Savior of all mankind:

“For this Melchizedek, king of Salem,

iStockphoto



priest of the Most High God, who met
Abraham returning from the slaughter of
the kings and blessed him, to whom also
Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being
translated ‘king of righteousness,” and then
also king of Salem, meaning ‘king of peace,’
without father, without mother, without
genealogy, having neither beginning of days
nor end of life, but made like the Son of
God, remains a priest continually [forever].”

Centuries later, Joshua, successor to Moses
and commander of Israel, crossed the Jordan
River and conquered the Promised Land,
though the Israelites failed to permanently
drive the Jebusites, a Canaanite people, from
Jerusalem (Joshua 15:63; Judges 1:21).

About four centuries later King David
captured the city. “And David and all Israel
went to Jerusalem, which is Jebus, where the
Jebusites were, the inhabitants of the land.
But the inhabitants of Jebus said to David,
‘You shall not come in here!” Nevertheless
David took the stronghold of Zion (that is,
the City of David)” (1 Chronicles 11:4-5).

For political reasons, Jerusalem became
David’s capital. “David believed the new
capital could bind the [12] tribes together
as a single people under the authority of
his newly created United Monarchy. So he
situated himself there rather than in Hebron,
where he had previously ruled over the Tribe
of Judah” (Gold, p. 36).

The Babylonians under King Nebuchad-
nezzar conquered Jerusalem in 586 B.C. and
deported many of the Jews. Persia then con-
quered Babylon (539 B.C.) and allowed the
Jews there to return to Jerusalem to rebuild
the temple and the city in the time of Ezra
and Nehemiah.

About a century after Nehemiah, Alexan-
der the Great, during his military campaign
through the area in 331 B.C., visited Jerusa-
lem and was favorable toward the Jews. The
Jewish historian Josephus wrote that Alexan-
der the Great even brought an offering to the
temple there (Antiquities of the Jews, Book
11, chap. 8, sec. 4-5).

In 168 B.C., one of the successors of
Alexander’s divided kingdom, the king of
Syria, Antiochus Epiphanes, conquered Jeru-
salem, deliberately desecrating the temple.
“The introduction by Seleucid ruler Antiochus
Epiphanes of foreign deities inside the Temple
in the second century [B.C.] helped spark the
Maccabean revolt, which was also fueled by
his decision to make Sabbath observance and
circumcision punishable by death” (Gold,

p- 47). The Jews revolted (167-4 B.C.) and
regained their independence.

The tribe of Judah enjoyed independence
until the Romans attained control of Jerusa-

lem in 64 B.C. Following a Jewish revolt, in
A.D. 70 the Romans razed Herod’s temple
and almost wholly destroyed Jerusalem.

In A.D. 132-135, the Jews again revolted,
unsuccessfully, against Rome, leading to
another devastation of Jerusalem. Hadrian
overcame them and decided to plant a pagan
Roman city, Aelia Capitolina, on the site.

The fourth-century Roman emperor Con-
stantine the Great encouraged the building of
religious shrines in Jerusalem, which carried
on until the sixth century through the reign
of the emperor Justinian.

From 638, various Muslim caliphs con-
trolled Jerusalem, interrupted only by the
medieval Crusades for less than a century,
until British General Allenby took the city
in 1917. Between then and 1948, Jerusalem
again became a capital under the British
mandate, headed by a high commissioner.

After the United Nations declared nation
status for Israel on May 15, 1948, Israel won
the ensuing war launched by neighboring
states, leaving Jerusalem divided between
Jews and Arabs. The Jews proclaimed it
their capital in 1949.

The Six-Day War in 1967 allowed the
Jews to capture the Old City and reunify
Jerusalem. Brief wars have followed since,
and Jerusalem remains a tinderbox for both
Jews and Arabs, constantly threatened by
firebrand extremists.

A final fight, followed by a glorious
future

According to God’s Word, Jerusalem will
be a focal point of global war at the end of
this age (Zechariah 12:1-9; 14:1-2).

Massive armies will gather near Megiddo
(Armageddon) in northern Israel (Revelation
16:16), only a short distance from Jerusalem
where the final battle will take place. These
armies will meet their destruction there (see
Joel 3:9-16; Revelation 14:14-20; Zechariah
14:12), and then the Messiah, the returning
Jesus Christ, will establish peace in His great
city of peace.

Jerusalem will then begin to fulfill its role
as the Holy City for all humankind. Every-
one will go up to Jerusalem to learn God’s
way of life (Zechariah 14:16).

Peace will eventually pervade the earth,
beginning from there: “And the LORD shall
be King over all the earth . . . Jerusalem shall
be raised up and inhabited in her place . . .
The people shall dwell in it; and no longer
shall there be utter destruction, but Jerusa-
lem shall be safely inhabited”” (Zechariah
14:9-11).

The prophet Isaiah paints an even more
detailed and glorious picture of the future

for Jerusalem: “Also the sons of those who
afflicted you shall come bowing to you,

and all those who despised you shall fall
prostrate at the soles of your feet; and they
shall call you The City of the LORD, Zion

of the Holy One of Israel. Whereas you have
been forsaken and hated, so that no one went
through you, I will make you an eternal
excellence, a joy of many generations . . .

“I will also make your officers peace, and
your magistrates righteousness. Violence
shall no longer be heard in your land, neither
wasting nor destruction within your borders;
but you shall call your walls Salvation, and
your gates Praise” (Isaiah 60:14-18).

The city will be God’s earthly capital,
from which the Messiah will rule all nations
(Jeremiah 3:17; compare Isaiah 2:2-4).

And ultimately, God the Father will descend
with a glorious New Jerusalem to the earth,
from which He will reign supreme, as He
now does from heaven, over all creation
(Revelation 21-22).

Your part in Jerusalem’s future

In the end, God will protect and restore
Jerusalem. Christ’s followers of this age,
then glorified, will reign with Him from His
throne there (Revelation 3:21; 20:4, 6).

Jerusalem is named, appropriately, the
City of Peace, although for now there’s pre-
cious little peace there. What can you and I
do today? As we obey Christ’s command to
pray “Your kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10),
we would do well to heed King David’s
appeal as well—to “pray for the peace of
Jerusalem” (Psalm 122:6).

And we must do our part to live the way
of peace (James 3:18). The Prince of Peace
will ensure that Jerusalem will survive,
endure and flourish, ultimately in the most
wonderful future imaginable. Until that
prophecy finally becomes a reality, may
we learn from both history and God and
become true peacemakers. GN

Recommended Reading

Jerusalem and the Holy Land
have a long and fascinating his-
tory, long playing crucial parts in
God’s plan. And the time is fast
approaching when they will play
a pivotal role in end-time events.
You need to understand what
Bible prophecy reveals about
the coming events that will rock
the entire world! Download or
request your free copy of The Middle East in Bible
Prophecy today!
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Famine stalks the earth

aid a striking feature article in The

Wall Street Journal: “Now and then
across the centuries, powerful voices have
warned that human activity would over-
whelm the earth’s resources. The Cas-
sandras [i.e., prophets of doom] always
proved wrong. Each time, there were new
resources to discover, new technologies
to propel growth. Today the old fears are
back” (March 26, 2008, emphasis added
throughout).

A UN agency projects that our planet’s
population will grow by 1.4 billion more
people by 2025. Significantly more food
and water is being consumed by the aver-
age individual. A middle class is growing
rapidly in countries like China and India, resulting in
increased demand for high-protein diets.

The article continued: “Demand for resources
has soared. If supplies don’t keep pace, prices are
likely to climb. Further, economic growth in rich and
poor nations alike could suffer, and some fear violent
conflicts could occur.”

Other mainstream magazines and newspapers
are covering this major story. Time magazine
stated: “Prices of rice, wheat and other basic food-
stuffs are soaring beyond the reach of the world’s
poor, triggering riots, pleas for aid and fears of a
deepening threat to security. Add this to the list
of items that could threaten world peace: food”
(March 17, 2008).

The Economist weighed in with these insightful
comments: “High food prices do help poor farmers,
but they also hurt the more numerous category of

Il effects of
apparent recession
afflict Americans

t’s ironic that while China and India are enjoying

greater economic prosperity than ever before,
the United States is suffering the ill effects of what
increasingly appears to be an economic reces-
sion. A London Independent reporter on site in
New York City wrote: “Emblematic of the [Ameri-
can] downturn until now has been the parade of
houses seized in foreclosure all across the country,
and myriad families separated from their homes”
(April 1,2008).

The situation in Denver, Colorado, is a case in
point. Notice a USA Today cover story: “Foreclo-
sures are ripping through the row of new homes
in the flatlands where Denver turns prairie. Every
week 10 more families here need to find someplace
elsetolive . .. For hundreds of homeowners in this
mostly middle-class corner of Denver—and an
estimated 1.2 million more nationwide—the wave
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people (poor city dwellers as well as landless rural
folk) who must buy food to survive . . . The World
Food Programme (WFP), a UN agency, has just
issued an urgent appeal for $500m, to cover higher
food costs. America’s Agency for International
Development (USAID), a huge financer of food aid,
is asking for $350m. The short term outlook seems
grim” (March 29, 2008).

Josette Sheeran, executive director of the World
Food Programme, stated: “We are seeing a new
face of hunger. People who weren't in the urgent
category now are” (ibid.).

Overall world food prices have risen by more
than 75 percent since the year 2000, increasing by
more than 20 percent in 2007 alone. For instance,
London’s Financial Times reported on March 28,
2008, “Rice prices jumped 30 percent to a record
high yesterday, raising fears of fresh outbreaks

of foreclosures battering U.S. financial markets is
quickly unraveling the American dream” (April 2,
2008, emphasis added throughout).

But The Independent focused on yet another
symbol of the economic downturn: “Getting food
on the table is a challenge many Americans are
finding harder to meet. As a barometer of the
country’s health, food stamp usage may not be
perfect, but can certainly tell a story.”

Earlier the same article had stated: “Food
stamps are the symbol of poverty in the US.
In the era of the credit crunch, a record 28 mil-
lion Americans are now relying on food stamps
fo survive—a sure sign that the world’s richest
country faces economic crisis.”

The growing use of credit cards just to stay
afloat financially is yet a third aspect of the eco-
nomic anxiety now afflicting the nation. Increas-
ingly the payment of plastic credit now comes
before paying the monthly mortgage bill. Credit
counselor Ann Estes stated: “We've never seen
anything like this . . . Their homes are at risk,
and they know it. But people say, ‘I don’t want
to let my credit cards go because that’'s my cash

of social unrest across Asia, where the grain is a
staple food for more than 2.5 [billion] people.” Rice
also remains a staple foodstuff in Africa, and some
smaller countries there have experienced riots and
social unrest.

Richard Watchman offered this insight in The
Observer: “Scratch beneath the surface of major
social or political upheaval . . . and you will find that
food shortages, brought about by crop failure, naval
blockade or spiralling price, lie at the heart of the
matter” (March 2, 2008).

Does the Bible provide any insight on our growing
global food plight? In His lengthy prophecy of the
end time, Jesus Christ spoke of a pattern of epochal
events that would periodically trouble the earth
from His time some 2,000 years ago, intensifying
just before His second coming: “For nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And
there will be famines, pestilences [disease epidem-
ics], and earthquakes in various places. All these are
the beginning of sorrows” (Matthew 24:7-8).

The book of Revelation primarily concerns itself
with events that will happen prior to the end of this
age of man. Paralleling the specific “sorrows” men-
tioned in Christ’s prophecy, the Four Horsemen of
the Apocalypse are featured in Revelation 6. The
third rider, of the black horse, stands clearly iden-
tified as the specter of famine (verses 5-6)—to
plague the earth just prior to Christ’s return.

To understand the significance of these four
horsemen, identified respectively as religious
deception, war, famine and disease, request or
download our free booklet The Book of Revela-
tion Unveiled. (Sources: The Economist, Financial
Times, The Observer [all London], Time, The Wall
Street Journal.)

flow (USA Today, Feb. 29, 2008).

Is the media using hyperbole for effect? Pos-
sibly, and perhaps probably. Nonetheless, most
Americans know that the country has a serious
economic problem on its hands. If you would like to
improve your own financial profile and reduce your
debts should serious money challenges come your
way, request or download our free booklet Man-
aging Your Finances. (Sources: The Independent
[London], USA Today.)
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Is a middle class
utopia practically
affordable?

Mankind has periodically sought to bring
about a prosperous, plentiful and peaceful
paradise well before God is ready to produce it. In
the past Britain’s Labour Party manifesto has read
like a blueprint for the Kingdom of God.

Now we read that “the middle class in poor coun-
tries is the fastest-growing segment of the world’s
population. While the total population will increase by
about 1 billion in the next 12 years, the ranks of the
middle class will swell by 1.8 billion . . . The middle
class will almost double in poor countries where sus-
tained economic growth is lifting people above the
poverty line fast. For example, by 2025, China will
have the world’s largest middle class, while India’s
will be 10 times larger than itis today” (Foreign Policy
[FP], March/April 2008).

Thatis, of course, if we don’t suffer a major world
famine first. Serious repercussions are already
manifesting themselves. For instance, third-world
riots over rising food costs have already occurred.
And Foreign Policy editor-in-chief Moises Naim said,
“Prices are soaring not because there is less food,
but because more people can afford to eat more.”

The impact of the emergence of a large middle
class in Asia will also inevitably drive upward the
costs of world resources other than food. The insatia-
ble demand for electricity in China and India boggles
the mind. The FParticle continued: “The adjustment
to a middle class greater than what the world has
ever known is just beginning. As the Indonesian and
Mexican protestors [to higher food prices] can attest,
it won't be cheap. And it won’t be quiet.” (Source:
Foreign Policy.)

A tipping point:
Muslims outnumber
Catholics

For the first time in modern history, Islam has

overtaken Roman Catholicism as the big-

gest single religious denomination in the world

(Reuters, March 30, 2008). Muslims number

1.3 billion, compared to 1.13 billion Catholics—
] L] E

Marriage crisis
grows in Britain

Young people in the United Kingdom are
increasingly choosing not to get married. Living
together without getting married is becoming ever
more popular. A Times article stated, “The propor-
tion of Britons choosing to marry is at the lowest
level since the figure was first calculated in 1862”
(March 27, 2008). First marriages are experiencing
the biggest decrease.

Moreover, the average age for tying the knot has
increased by about five years. Both men and women
are now around 30 when they choose to marry—
about age 31 for men and close to 29 for women.
Another disturbing fact is that “of the 244,710
marriages in 2005, only 34.4% were religious

although if all Christian groups were considered
together, the number would be about 2 billion.
Higher birthrates have tipped the scales in favor
of the Muslims over the Catholics.

Islamic extremists want to dominate and con-
quer both Europe and America. This seems an
impossible task, but they are dedicated to this
end. Some of them opt for Europe first, since it is
next door. Others argue for toppling America first,
since it is seen as the greater obstacle to Muslim
domination of the world.

In the view of these extremists, both are ene-
mies. They remember the Crusades from Europe
in the late 11th century and view American inter-
vention in the Middle East as simply the latest
Crusade to subjugate Muslims. To learn how this
will all play out in Bible prophecy, download or
request your free copy of The Middle East in Bible
Prophecy. (Source: Reuters.)

ceremonies, with the remaining 65.5% being civil
ceremonies” (Scotland on Sunday, Feb. 10, 2008).

We are increasingly leaving God out of our mar-
riage plans and marital lives. Yet we should all
remember that He created the first man and woman
and instituted marriage in the first place.

The predictions for the state of modern marriage
are grim indeed. According to another Times article,
half of newlywed couples are predicted to split and
“one in ten will not make it past five years” (March
28,2008).

If you would like to protect your marriage, or if you
are single and would like to learn how to choose a
spouse wisely, request or download our free booklet
Marriage and Family: The Missing Dimension. As it
reveals, we live in a moral universe ruled by God, and
we ignore His spiritual laws at our peril. (Sources:
Scotland on Sunday, The Times [London].)

STD crisis in America

exually transmitted diseases (STDs) continue
to plague America. For example, “the U.S.
syphilis rate rose for the seventh straight year in
2007, driven by a continual surge in cases among
homosexual and bisexual men, the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention [CDC] said
on Wednesday . . . Homosexual and bisexual men
accounted for 64 percent of syphilis cases in 2007”
(Reuters, March 12, 2008).
CDC authorities are concerned about the
increased risk of those already afflicted with syphi-
lis being more susceptible to contracting the AIDS

virus and more likely to pass it on it to others. CDC
epidemiologist Dr. Hillard Weinstock stated, “Syphi-
lis can increase the likelihood of HIV transmission
from two to fivefold.”

Condoms are not true safeguards
against disease transmission, while
premarital abstinence and monog-
amous marriage are.

Dr. Weinstock also stated the obvious: “Having

multiple sex partners and other high-risk behav-
iors, like not using condoms, do put you at a higher

How Can You Make Sense of the News?

So much is happening in the world, and so quickly. Where are today’s dramatic and dangerous trends taking us? What
does Bible prophecy reveal about our future? You’re probably very concerned with the direction the world is heading. So

risk for HIV and syphilis.” Of course, condoms are
not true safeguards against disease transmission,
while premarital abstinence and monogamous
marriage are.

Young women are very much at high risk from
STDs as well. An AP report stated that “at least
one in four teenage girls nationwide has a sexually
transmitted disease,” with human papillomavirus
[HPV}, a virus that causes cervical cancer, by far
the most common (March 11, 2008).

Research indicates that nearly half of sexu-
ally active teenage girls are infected with an STD
at any one time. (Sources: Associated Press,
Reuters.)

are we. That’s why we’ve created the World News & Prophecy Web site—to help you understand the news in the light

of Bible prophecy. This eye-opening site offers you a perspective yi
God’s Word, the Bible. Visit us at www.wiponline.org today!

W’t_find anywhere else—the perspective of
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Coping With a Growing Economic Crisis

Last year was the worst year for U.S. home foreclosures since 1932, at the height of the Great Depres-
sion. The economy may be in trouble, but you can take steps to prepare for the growing downturn.

n a recent Sunday afternoon, as

my wife and I were leaving our

home, a lady pulled up in a car

and started to put a “For Sale”
sign on our front lawn. I shouted out that
I thought she must have the wrong house.
She laughed and assured me that the other
side of the sign had an arrow pointing to a
house further down our street, which she
was trying to sell.

The lady was a real estate agent, so I
took the opportunity to get an update on
the housing situation in our neighborhood.

“How are houses around here selling?”’
I asked.

“In this pocket,” she answered, “better
than average.”

“Well, that’s good,” I responded. “How
much have home values declined?” was
my next question.

I was totally unprepared for her answer.

“Last year they dropped 19 percent!
This year they are expected to go down
a further 25 percent.”

We bought our home exactly two years
ago. [ already knew that the average price
of homes in the Lansing, Michigan, area
dropped 11 percent in the first 12 months
we were in our home. Our local newspa-
per confirmed what the agent said about
the second year—in 2007 they dropped a
further 19 percent and are expected to go
down by 25 percent this year. This means
that, by the time we have lived in our
house three years, it will have lost about
50 percent of its value—half of what we
paid for it.

According to the Lansing State Journal,
in the fourth quarter of 2007 Lansing was the
worst-hit urban area in the country (“Prices
Cut, but Homes Unsold,” Feb. 15, 2008).

We realize that we are not the only peo-
ple in America who are losing. Hundreds
of thousands, even millions, of couples
find themselves in a similar situation. It’s
also the case that there are still some areas
of the country where home prices continue
to rise, so the situation across the United
States is uneven. Other countries are also
affected by the slump in house values.

14 The Good News

In the United States, last year was the
worst year for housing since 1932 at the
height of the Great Depression.

Not the only negative

Housing is not the only negative in the
U.S. economy at this time. NBC’s Brian
Williams highlighted four big problems
on his nightly news program Feb. 26.

Overspending by the federal government
only worsens the financial crisis confront-
ing the American people. Deficit spending
drives the dollar down. In turn, this raises
the cost of oil (gasoline) and other com-
modities, thereby driving up the rate of
inflation. Additionally, we are passing on
the debt with added interest to our children
and grandchildren, leaving them with a

Our suggestions are simple: Stay out of debt. Pay down
debts you already have. Live within your means.

“A long string of rather scary indicators
today . ..,” began Mr. Williams.

In elaborating, he listed four negative
economic indicators:

“Inflation heading sharply higher . . .
Home prices sharply lower . . . Oil prices
setting another record . . . Consumer
confidence plummeting . . .”

The nightly news failed to mention the
other big financial negative news of the
same day—the U.S. dollar falling lower,
crashing through the psychological barrier
of over $1.50 to the euro.

The following evening, the BBC News’
Katty Kay quoted the chairman of the U.S.
Federal Reserve, Ben Bernanke, who had
earlier updated Congress on the economic
situation: “The U.S. economy is faltering
and something must be done about it.” Ms.
Kay added, “How to fix it, though, is the
hard part because there are so many things
going wrong at once.”

An EU finance minister a few weeks
ago criticized the U.S. federal govern-
ment, blaming the world’s financial crisis
on its reckless overspending. A few hours
later, the Bush administration announced
the economic stimulus package, which
will only add to the deficit, causing recur-
ring seismic shockwaves around the
international financial markets.

The upcoming U.S. election is not
going to cure anything, with candidates
making careless promises of further defi-
cit spending, either on universal health
care or stronger defense.

burden they will not be able to bear.

Prepare for challenges ahead

What can Americans, Britons, Australians
and citizens of other Western countries do
to prepare for tougher times ahead?

1) Before buying a house, count the cost.

This is a biblical principle. Jesus Christ
said, “For which of you, intending to build
a tower, does not sit down first and count
the cost, whether he has enough to finish
it—Ilest, after he has laid the foundation,
and is not able to finish it, all who see it
begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man
began to build and was not able to finish’”
(Luke 14:28-30).

It’s still that way in much of the world.
When a man has money, he will buy land.
He will start building when he comes into
more money, but won’t finish the house for
many years.

In the Western world, we borrow from
banks to buy houses that are already built.
Many banks lend 100 percent of the money
required without carefully checking to see
whether the borrower can actually afford
the loan.

These loans, known as “subprime mort-
gages,” are a primary cause of the current
housing crisis. Encouraged by banks and
other financial institutions, themselves
under pressure from the government to
make more loans to those with lower
incomes, people borrowed more than they
could afford to pay back.

It is a very good idea to make sure that
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you plan your budget wisely, ensuring that
you have enough to make that monthly
mortgage payment. You shouldn’t assume
that your income will increase. Rather,
plan for the possibility of a decrease or
even a temporary loss of job.

2) Get an education or qualification and
work hard.

Not everyone is “book smart.” But most
people are smart in at least one area. Those
who are book smart should go to college
and earn a degree that can ensure a good
career. Those who are more skilled with
their hands should make sure they get qual-
ified as a mechanic, plumber, electrician
or other professional.

Realize that any career can be affected
negatively by a slump in the economy, but
by becoming qualified you are doing what
you can to ensure steady employment.

However, a qualification is meaningless
if we don’t work hard. We should all heed
the advice of King Solomon: “Whatever
your hand finds to do, do it with your
might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10).

Also: “Go to the ant, you sluggard! Con-
sider her ways and be wise, which, having
no captain, overseer or ruler, provides her
supplies in the summer, and gathers her
food in the harvest” (Proverbs 6:6-8).

Ants are diligent, always working hard,
always preparing for what’s ahead. We
need to be at least as smart as ants!

3) Beware of borrowing.

The United States is the most indebted
nation in the world—indeed, the most
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indebted in history. According to a recent
report on the BBC World Service, Ameri-
cans lead the world in personal debt,

with Britain and Australia in second and
third place.

Former French President Charles de
Gaulle famously refused Britain entry
into what was then the European Com-
mon Market, dismissively referring to the
Anglo-American economic model as “the
Anglo-Saxon debtor countries.” Accu-
mulated debt has, of course, given these
countries faster growth rates than the Con-
tinental Europeans in the past, but perhaps
that is now going to change as the debts
are finally catching up.

Whereas countries that use the euro are
forbidden to overspend by more than 3
percent, the U.S. government routinely
overspends by more than twice that per-

centage. With the economic stimulus pack-

age, a further 1 percent has been added to
that debt load.

But governmental debt is only part of
the problem. Personal debt is also at an
all-time high, and Americans and Britons,
in the main, are likewise addicted to deficit
spending at the household level.

Money Week magazine stated: “We [in
the United Kingdom] have even higher
personal debt levels” than Americans
(March 21, 2008, p. 7). “What does this
mean for the UK? . . . The UK is vul-
nerable to all the same problems as the
US. Many of our own banks have heavy
exposure to the kind of toxic debt that

has inflicted such carnage on US balance
sheets. Our house-price bubble was even
worse than America’s, and our consumers
more indebted (UK consumer debt stands
at 175% of disposable income, compared
to 138% in the US)” (p. 30).

Now that credit has become harder to
obtain, the result will likely be a recession,
with the economy going backwards for
a while.

Americans, Britons and people in other
countries similarly affected by the credit
crunch are going to have to learn to
spend less.

An item on a television news program in
February highlighted auto loan debt. Some
people “have” to get a new car every year
or so, whether or not they have the money.
Before they have paid off one car, they
buy another new one, raising the outstand-
ing amount from their earlier loan.

Some people with average incomes have
car payments of more than $600 a month!
No wonder so many are defaulting on their
car loans.

Others are addicted to other material
possessions. If not cars, it might be elec-
tronic equipment, cell phones, DVDs or
video games. Such addictions are nothing
less than coveting, the breaking of the
Tenth Commandment (Exodus 20:17).
People want what they can’t afford and
get themselves into deep financial trouble
because of it.

Sitting in a restaurant recently with my
wife, we noted that the number of cus-
tomers remained the same in spite of the
dire economic situation Michigan finds
itself in and increased restaurant prices.
Where do people get the money? The
vast majority simply pay with a credit

Continued on page 24

Recommended Reading

In our uncertain economic times,
we could all use sound guidance
on our finances. Who wouldn't like
time-tested advice on handling
money—especially when it's free?
We've prepared a helpful booklet,
Managing Your Finances, to help
you better manage your household
finances and budget. Download or
request your free copy today!

Man aging
Yowir
Finances

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets
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“The Moses Code':
New Truth or Recycled Deception?

The new book and DVD The Moses Code promises the power to transform the world through
a secret method supposedly revealed to Moses. But what’s the story behind this secret?

by Howard Davis

f you somehow were to have a con-

versation with the devil—one on one,

up close and personal—what would

he say to you? And if you were largely
ignorant of what the Bible says and what
it really means, how could you figure out
whether he was telling you a pack of lies?

If you were listening to someone who

claimed to be divinely inspired, how would
you know if it was true? How would you
recognize its ultimate source?

Most powerful tool in history?

On the cover of the newest New Age best
seller The Moses Code, author and movie
producer James Twyman promises to give
you a secret for “the Most Powerful Mani-
festation Tool in the History of the World.”

The book borrows heavily from the
ideas presented in the 2006 books The
Secret and The Law of Attraction (see
“Do You Know the Real Secret?” The
Good News, May-June 2007). It claims
that a powerful secret code that would
solve all of our problems has been long
hidden—until now.

So what’s the big secret about, and
why didn’t Moses tell us?

The big secret is “an ancient technique
that has existed in the world for more than
3,500 years,” Twyman writes, “but was
hidden away long ago because authorities
decided it was too powerful to be arbitrarily
wielded” (p. 1).

He says that although ancient authorities
didn’t want the Moses Code in the Bible,
you need the power it will give you.

Twyman gives a new, creative meaning
to the Exodus in relating the details of his
Moses Code. It was not Almighty God,
with independent supernatural power out-
side the Israelites’ control, who freed them
from the slavery and genocide of Egypt, he
says—rather, by practicing the code they
freed themselves.

But so powerful a tool was this code
that it had to be hidden. “When the Moses
Code was first revealed to the Israelites,
some of the greatest miracles in history
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were performed. Shortly afterward, influ-
ential leaders decreed that the inherent
energy was simply too vast and potentially
dangerous to be used by anyone other than
the highest initiates” (p. 2).

In other words, the leaders responsible
for the Bible decreed that the Moses Code
not be included in it.

Later, the story goes, other “spiritual
masters who evolved to the point where
they not only understood the Moses Code”
but practiced it had “extraordinary results.”
Chief among them, Twyman says, was
Jesus of Nazareth (p. 2). Yet the code,
though allegedly practiced by Jesus, is
not found in the New Testament writings
either—so great, it is asserted, was the need
to keep it hidden until now!

Counterfeit truths?

Since this secret Moses Code is not laid
out in the Bible and
you can’t perceive
it through using

your mind in
reading the
Bible, how
does Twyman
say you can
really know his secret is truth?

“The key is to follow your heart, not your
mind. Your heart is always a better barom-
eter of what Heaven is choosing to add to
your life” (p. 159). He is telling you to just
believe him by following “your heart, not
your mind.”

But this is a big problem! Is that how we
are supposed to arrive at spiritual truth?

Belief in merely what your heart tells you
has been an endless source of agony and
self-delusion—deception and counterfeits
being the norm for the human heart.

Notice God’s summary of the human
heart in Jeremiah 17:9: “The heart is more
deceitful than all else and is desperately
sick” (New American Standard Bible).
Deceit means hiding, denying and rejecting
the truth. God added that we human beings
are not even the ultimate judges of the heart.
“Who can know it? I, the LORD, search the
heart, I test the mind, even to give to each
man according to his ways, according to the
results of his deeds” (verses 9-10, NASB).

So listening to a man selling the claim
that the Moses Code is true through appeal
to your heart and not your mind—meaning
feelings and emotions without reason—is
like hearing a used-car salesman’s pitch
without examining or even considering
how well the engine runs under the hood.
Instead of using your intellect and mind to
prove the value of the product, you are pre-
sented a soothing and convincing emotional
talk about how great the car will be when
you sit in it and feel its power.

But mere emotional assertions of truth

The apostle Paul told people to “test all things”
they are taught to prove whether these things
are truthful. Seeking the truth never means
you leave your brain at the door.

will never lead you to what is actually true,
whether it be in material science or pursuit
of spiritual understanding. Just remember
this: The Good News will never tell you God
expects you to suspend your critical thinking
skills to receive the knowledge of God.

Why?

Because the Bible never tells people to
give up the power of sound reasoning to
develop a relationship with God. In fact,
conversion to the truth of God, while cer-
tainly including an emotional component,
is a mental activity, a convicting recogni-
tion of facts and reality perceived by the
mind. “Come now,” God urges, “and let us
reason together” (Isaiah 1:18).

Similarly, the apostle Paul told people
to “test all things” they are taught to prove
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whether these things are truthful (1 Thes-
salonians 5:21). Seeking the truth never
means you leave your brain at the door.

Secret “Moses Code”—truth or lie?

The Moses Code, says New Age author
Twyman, is the secret for you to become
the creator of your universe and to exercise
your divinity. “You possess all the qualities
of God,” Twyman writes. “You’re about to
explore a code that’s been locked inside your
soul; and in doing so, you’ll discover that

He contends that Moses was to, and did,
apply this divine designation to himself.

Twyman concludes: “By using the name
of God, Moses is able to turn his walking
stick into a serpent, transform the Nile into
ariver of blood, create plagues of frogs,
lice, flies, locusts, and other terrible things,
kill the firstborn of every Egyptian, part the
Red Sea and destroy the pursuing Egyptian
army” (p. 22).

Of course, this is not what the Bible says
either. God used His supernatural powers to

you’re the child of the Divine, possessing the
same power to create as God” (p. 20).

This is not what the Bible says.

Twyman goes on to present what you
must do to exercise the power of the code in
your life: You must take to yourself the name
God used for Himself at the burning bush.

When Moses was in the desert before
going back to Egypt, God talked with him
from the burning bush. Here is supposedly
where Moses learned the secret law of
attraction to make every good thing happen
that followed. As stated in the Bible, God
revealed His name here as “I AM THAT I
AM.” Twyman says that this happened, but
that the knowledge of what Moses did with
the name was lost.

devastate Egypt. Moses could do nothing of
himself, no matter what words he repeated
to himself.

But that was then. What Twyman says he
wants is for you to apply this newly improved
and recently discovered technique now.

For you to realize you are the God of the
universe, he says, you need to start practicing
his recently created yoga exercises of slow,
deep breathing while staring at a piece of
paper and repeating the words on the paper,
“I AM THAT I AM,” applying them to your-
self. That, he claims, will bring to you the
energy of the universe so you can exercise
divine power as the creator of the universe.

And if you believe that, I think you can
plan an early retirement from the real world.

Of course, there was no such directive
for Moses to apply God’s holy name to
himself or for anyone else to do so. Nor did
he practice yoga breathing, as advocated
in The Moses Code, to part the Red Sea so
the Israelites could walk through while the
Egyptian chariots and army were destroyed.

Calling yourself God is forbidden in the
Bible, both then and now. It’s an act of blas-
phemy, which was punishable under the law
God gave to Moses by immediate death.

Can the devil speak today?

The Bible starts with the first five books,
known as the Law, written by Moses. At
the very beginning, it describes the original
lie that Satan the devil, as the serpent in the
Garden of Eden, sold Eve. This lie had the
same claims and assertions of Twyman’s
Moses Code—a lie that, if believed, would
kill you as it did Adam and Eve.

Here is essentially what the devil said:
You can get everything you want in life,
including eternal life, by simply willing it
and doing what you want, because you are
already as God. In the garden and through
the devil’s representatives today, the mes-
sage remains the same: There is no need
to acknowledge God as your Creator and
Jesus Christ as your Savior.

New Age people don’t need to believe
the “nonsense” of the Bible as written—
or so they think. They don’t need a savior
because, to them, their only problems come
from not believing they are already divine.

People need the revelation of truth.
That’s why the Bible defines truth in the
teachings of Jesus Christ, and the law of
Moses before Him (John 1:17).

You need to understand that the devil
still promulgates the same lie that he has
since the beginning, packaging it in vari-
ous forms throughout human culture. It’s
appealing; and in our age of ignorance of
the Word of God, it’s easy to understand
why so many buy into this not-so-New
Age thinking that contradicts what Moses
actually believed and what the Bible really
teaches. GN

Discerning the Truth From Lies

n our culture that has been influenced by the Bible for centuries, it is a
religious belief that people should tell the truth. Why?

Lies distort reality. They hurt people. Political candidates say they did
things they didn't do—and often do the opposite in office from what they
say as a candidate—deceiving the public and hurting government. Millions
say “ldo” in marriage and then say “l don’t—and won'tanymore,” destroying
relationships and hurting children for the rest of their lives.

of the truth.

For people who become sincere students of the Bible, this Book of Books
is all about discerning the difference between truth and lies. In Jesus Christ’s
prayer to God the Father before He was crucified, He said: “Sanctify them by
Your truth. Your word is truth” (John 17:17). Jesus also said, “l am the way,
the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).

The Bible is a book about truth—and it reveals the earmarks of counterfeits
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New Discoveries Challenge
Darwin’s Deceitful Theory

Are we being told the whole story when it comes to evolution and creation? If Darwin’s theory

of evolution is truly scientific, why are evolutionists so reluctant to let it be questioned?

by Mario Seiglie

hat an amazing turn of events!
Just when it seemed the intel-
ligent design movement was in
retreat, out came the remarkable
documentary film Expelled: No Intelligence
Allowed. 1t is fascinating to watch Holly-
wood celebrity, author and former law pro-
fessor Ben Stein travel around the world and
interview many of the chief proponents of
intelligent design or evolution.

The movie gives a balanced overview of
the intelligent design/evolution controversy
and shows how scientists, professors and
teachers who have backed intelligent design
have been relentlessly persecuted by their
peers for questioning Darwinism.

Why is this happening? It’s time to ask
some hard questions about this controversial
issue that impacts the social, moral, scientific
and religious underpinnings of our world.
After all, it is not going away.

Arose is arose by any other name

What is evolution? It’s a simple question,
but there are dozens of answers. Here is the
first problem in the evolution/intelligent
design debate—how to agree on the meaning
of the terms.

Evolution can mean something as simple
as “change over time,” or it can be an all-
encompassing explanation of the entire uni-
verse, as Sir Julian Huxley once postulated:
“The earth was not created; it evolved. So
did all the animals and plants that inhabit it,
including our human selves, mind and soul
as well as brain and body. So did religion”
(The Humanist Frame, 1961, p. 18).

As you can immediately see, the implica-
tions of what he said on our worldview and
beliefs are enormous. This is why it is so
important to establish the right definitions
about the issue at hand. In Lewis Carroll’s
Alice in Wonderland sequel Through
the Looking Glass, the fantasy character
Humpty-Dumpty said, ““When I use a word,
it means just what I choose it to mean—nei-
ther more nor less.”” So definitions can be
very subjective—and sometimes deceptive.

One of the deceptions used by many
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The fossil record has let Darwinists down—the
innumerable missing links among the main

species are still missing.

proponents of evolution is the “bait-and-
switch” tactic. It begins with a simple, non-
controversial definition that can be agreed
upon, and later the definition is switched to
mean something quite different.

For example, Eugenie Scott, head of the
National Center for Science Education (an
organization formed to promote the teaching
of evolution), an avowed secular humanist
and atheist, seems to use different definitions
depending on the audience. She advises biol-
ogy teachers: “Define evolution as an issue
of the history of the planet: as the way we
try to understand change through time. The
present is different from the past. Evolution
happened, there is no debate within science
as to whether it happened, and soon . . . I
have used this approach at the college level”
(Dealing with Anti-Evolutionism, 2001, p. 8).

Yet, in this same article, she admits what
she really wants the student to accept: “What
do we want students to know about organic
evolution? The ‘Big Idea’ is that living things
(species) are related to one another through
common ancestry from earlier forms that dif-
fered from them [in other words, the amoeba-
to-man theory]. Darwin called this ‘descent
with modification,” and it is still the best
definition of evolution we can use, especially

with members of the general public and with
young learners” (p. 5).

We therefore see how definitions can
change according to the target audience.
Almost no one disputes that “‘change over
time” has occurred in biology. Heredity sees
to that—we are different from our parents and
grandparents—but that’s not what the theory
of evolution is all about. It goes much, much
further, attempting to explain how microor-
ganisms, insects, fish, tigers, bears and human
beings became what they are through gradual
reproductive change from one kind of life-
form to another with the passing of time.

Darwinian evolution—what is taught
in the classroom—consists of three sup-
positions: 1) all living things descend
from a common ancestor; 2) the principal
mechanisms for the changes giving rise to
new species are mutation and natural selec-
tion or “survival of the fittest”; 3) these are
unguided, natural processes.

Once we clearly see what the proponents
of evolution want people to believe, we can
proceed to what intelligent design theory is
all about.

Intelligent design and creationism
First, it’s important to understand that the
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intelligent design theory was not developed
by religionists. This modern version was pro-
posed some 30 years ago by scientists who
could not reconcile the complexities of the cell
with evolutionary explanations. Then, as more
scientific discoveries were made that favored
the intelligent design theory, it was expanded
to include not only the evidence from biology,
but from cosmology and physics as well.

What is intelligent design? Here is a work-
ing definition from intelligentdesign.org:
“The theory of intelligent design holds that
certain features of the universe and of living
things are best explained by an intelligent
cause, not an undirected process such as
natural selection.”

Intelligent design theory poses a mortal
threat to Darwinian evolution, since it takes
the position that the universe and living
things were designed by a superior intel-
ligence and are not just the result of blind
forces in nature. Yet modern evolution does
not want to include anything that is not part
of the observable or measurable natural
realm as a cause. It limits the possibilities
to natural forces and chance as the creators,
an idea called naturalism or materialism
(or naturalistic materialism).

Biologist Richard Lewontin candidly
admitted, “We take the side of science in
spite of the patent absurdity of some of its
constructs, in spite of the tolerance of the
scientific community for unsubstantiated
Jjust-so stories, because we have a prior com-
mitment, a commitment to materialism . . .
we cannot allow a Divine Foot in the door”
(“Billions and Billions of Demons,” New
York Review of Books, Jan. 9, 1997, p. 31,
emphasis added throughout).

“Even if all the data point to an intelligent
designer,” immunologist Dr. Scott Todd once
boasted, “such a hypothesis is excluded from
science because it is not naturalistic” (Nature,
Sept. 30, 1999, p. 423).

Finally, another term that can be loaded
with bias is “creationism.” It can simply mean
a belief that a Creator formed the universe
(which 90 percent of Americans believe) or
be limited to a narrower view that accepts
only a recently formed earth and universe
according to a particular understanding of the
creation account given in the biblical book
of Genesis. It should be noted that the Bible
allows for a much older earth than young-
earth creationists suppose (see “Where Do
the Dinosaurs Fit?” beginning on page 20).

The dictionary gives a broader meaning of
the term in question: “Creationism is a belief
that the origin of the universe and everything
in it is due to an event of creation brought

about by the deliberate act of a creator
God.” By this definition, the vast majority
of Americans—and of all human beings on
earth—are creationists.

Missing links still missing

Once the definitions are set, we can go on
to evolution’s next deception—the lack of
accuracy about the fossil record.

Evolutionists generally claim the fossil
record is a prime proof for Darwinian
evolution. For example, an article from the
evolution-promoting National Center for
Science Education states, “The fact that
evolution has occurred is evident from the
fossil record, which is a long record of modi-
fications in the characteristics of animals and
plants from the simpler to the more complex
over hundreds of millions of years” (Gary
Bennett, “A Review of Of Pandas and Peo-
ple as a Textbook Supplement,” November
2000, online edition).

Nevertheless, how solid is the fossil evi-
dence? If all living things have descended
from common ancestors, we should find mil-
lions of intermediate links in the fossil record.
Even Charles Darwin admitted: “The number
of intermediate and transitional links, between
all living and extinct species, must have been
inconceivably great. But assuredly, if this the-
ory be true, such have lived upon the earth”
(The Origin of Species, 1958, p. 289).

Yet, as Darwin himself conceded, they
were largely missing. He asked: “Why then
is not every geological formation and every
stratum full of such intermediate links?
Geology assuredly does not reveal any such
finely-graduated organic chain; and this,
perhaps, is the most obvious and serious
objection to my theory” (p. 287).

He thought that eventually the “innumer-
able transitional links” to support his theory
would be found. But have they?

Paleontologist David Raup gave this sum-
mary of what had been discovered by 1979:
“Well, we are now about 120 years after Dar-
win and the knowledge of the fossil record has
been greatly expanded. We now have a quarter
of a million fossil species but the situation
hasn’t changed much. The record of evolution
is still surprisingly jerky and, ironically, we
have even fewer examples of evolutionary
transitions than we had in Darwin’s time . . .

“So Darwin’s problem has not been allevi-
ated in the last 120 years and we still have
a record which does show change but one
that can hardly be looked upon as the most
reasonable consequence of natural selection”
(Field Museum of Natural History Bulletin,
1979, p. 25).

Now, another 30 years later (150 years
after Darwin), the fossil record still shows no
evidence of evolutionary transition through
gradual change.

In sum, the fossil record has let Darwinists
down—the innumerable missing links among
the main species are still missing.

Intelligent assessment

What about intelligent design and the fossil
record? Does it make more sense?

Yes, it does, according to geophysicist
Stephen Meyer. At the beginning of the
fossil record there exists what is called “the
Cambrian Explosion,” a bewildering variety
of complex life-forms that does not fit the
Darwinian evolutionary model of simple-to-
complex life.

Dr. Meyer explains: “The fossils of the
Cambrian Explosion absolutely cannot be
explained by Darwinian theory or even by
the concept called ‘punctuated equilibrium,’
which was specifically formulated in an
effort to explain away the embarrassing fos-
sil record. When you look at the issue from
the perspective of biological information, the
best explanation is that an intelligence was
responsible for this otherwise inexplicable
phenomenon.

“So when you encounter the Cambrian
Explosion, with its huge and sudden appear-
ance of radically new body plans, you realize
you need lots of new biological informa-
tion. Some of it would be encoded for in
DNA—although how that occurs is still an
insurmountable problem for Darwinism. But
on top of that, where does the new informa-
tion come from that’s not attributable to
DNA? How does the hierarchical arrange-
ment of cells, tissues, organs, and body plans
develop? Darwinists don’t have an answer.
It’s not even on their radar” (quoted by Lee
Strobel, The Case for a Creator, 2004,
pp- 238-239).

Atheist renounces former view

Recently Sir Antony Flew, the famous
philosopher and one of the world’s leading
proponents of atheism, renounced his former
views and accepted creationism. Why? He
said it was largely because of the implica-
tions of DNA information. His conversion
was a major blow to atheism.

What made him change his mind after a
lifetime of opposing creationism?

Flew explains that the clincher was the
complexity and quantity of information
found in the DNA molecule. This is some-
thing else evolutionists are not honestly

Continued on page 29
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GOOD NEWS FEATURE e Where Do the Dinosaurs Fit?

don’t believe in the Bible because
dinosaurs lived a long time before
man ever did.”

Have you ever heard a state-
ment like that? I certainly have—
many times. In fact, this was one
of the principal reasons Charles Darwin,
the father of the theory of evolution,
eventually rejected the Bible. Many have
followed suit.

Most people believe you can’t reconcile
dinosaurs and the Bible—but they are
wrong. This erroneous idea is based on the
supposition that either you have to believe
in the young-earth theory of a 6,000-year-
old earth and dinosaurs living with Adam,
or you can’t believe in the creation week
account of Genesis 1.

Yet many would be surprised to find that
several centuries ago scientists did believe
in dinosaurs, an ancient earth and in
creation week.

66
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In fact, many of the first geologists who
established the basic geologic column
were believers in both the Bible and an
ancient earth. British physicist Alan Hay-
ward wrote about these premier geologists:
“Among them were William Buckland
and Adam Sedgwick. Buckland held the
chair of geology at Oxford [University in
England] in the early-nineteenth century,
while Sedgwick was his counterpart at
Cambridge. Both were leading churchmen,
and both preached the plenary inspiration
of Scripture and argued in favor of special
creation...

“Buckland maintained close links
with Sedgwick and the famous French
geologist, Baron
Cuvier ... They
did much to
persuade
the

early nineteenth-century church that the
earth was extremely old and that such
views could be harmonized with the teach-
ing of Genesis” (Creation and Evolution,
1985, pp. 72-73).

Proper chronological sequence

It is interesting to note that two Bible
experts in the 1970s combined their skills
to publish The Reese Chronological Bible,
which supports an ancient earth and a
creation week that actually involved a
re-creation of a devastated earth.

Edward Reese was a professor of Bible,
history and missions at Crown College in
Powell, Tennessee, and spent 20 years put-

ting biblical events in chronological
order. Frank Klassen was an
architect and engineer who
spent 10 years writing
The Chronology of the
Bible. They both
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agreed regarding the account in Genesis
that important biblical events occurred
between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2.

In fact, they felt the first verses of the
Bible chronologically would be John 1:1-
2: “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God.”

This is the same way 20th-century
Church of God leader Herbert W. Arm-
strong explained the real beginning of the
biblical account. Before space, matter and
energy were created, there existed the Word
(who would later become Jesus Christ, see
John 1:14) and God (who later would be
identified as God the Father).

Next in The Reese Chronological Bible
comes a scripture that speaks of God

Bible, a footnote to the word “was” in this
verse says, “Or possibly became.”

Apparently, something happened to
cause the earth to become, as the Hebrew
denotes, “chaotic and in confusion.” Since
God is not the author of confusion or
chaos (Isaiah 45:18; 1 Corinthians 14:33),
it makes sense that the earth became
that way due to Lucifer’s rebellion and
subsequent expulsion to the earth.

As Jesus Christ remarked, “I saw Satan
fall like lightning from heaven” (Luke
10:18). Other scriptures reveal it was not
only Satan, but also the fallen angels that
were cast down with him. We read in
2 Peter 2:4 that “God did not spare the
angels who sinned, but cast them down to
hell [from the Greek tartaroo, a place of

There is more than just the young-earth
explanation—there is one that fits well
with the biblical facts.

existing before the creation of the earth,
Psalm 90:2: “Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever You had formed the
earth and the world, even from everlasting
to everlasting, You are God.”

Then comes the traditional first scripture
of Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God cre-
ated the heavens and the earth.” This marks
the creation of the universe as we know it,
including the galaxies, stars and planets.

Dinosaurs Fit?

But the most fascinating part of this
Bible is what follows—not Genesis 1:2,
but Isaiah 14:12-17, where Lucifer’s fall
from heaven is recorded. Next comes the
parallel account of Lucifer’s fall in Ezekiel
28:13-18.

Devastation and renewal

Only then comes Genesis 1:2: “The
earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was on the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God was hovering over the
face of the waters” (emphasis added). In
the New International Version (NIV) of the

confinement, in this case the earth] and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to
be reserved for judgment...”

Revelation 12:3-4 describes the dragon
(Satan, verse 9) as having drawn a third
of the stars of heaven to be cast down to
the earth—these “stars” being symbolic
of angels (compare 1:20).

What we don’t know is how long it took
Lucifer to rebel—and how long this was

before the six-day renewal of the earth
culminating in the creation of Adam and
Eve, as described in the rest of Genesis 1.
Satan’s rebellion apparently happened after
the earth had passed through the dinosaur
age. Then, geologists agree, something
dramatic occurred between the age of
reptiles and the age of mammals.

As the famous paleontologist G.G.
Simpson once remarked: “The most puz-
zling event in the history of life on the
earth is the change from the Mesozoic Age
of Reptiles, to the ... Age of Mammals. It is
as if the curtain were rung down suddenly

on a stage where all the leading roles were
taken by reptiles, especially dinosaurs, in
great numbers and bewildering variety, and
rose again immediately to reveal the same
setting but an entirely new cast, a cast in
which the dinosaurs do not appear at all,
other reptiles are supernumeraries and the
leading parts are all played by mammals of
sorts barely hinted at in the previous acts”
(Life Before Man, 1972, p. 42).

This apparently reflects the change from
the pre-Adamic world to the world of man.
Certainly there are smaller reptiles in our
world, but they are insignificant in com-
parison to what existed in the previous age.

What has been presented here is not the
only “ancient earth” explanation avail-
able, but it seems to make the most biblical
sense. It is the only explanation I know
of that accepts the literal 24-hour days of
the creation (or re-creation) week and, at
the same time, makes room for an indefi-
nite period before the creation of mankind
that could include the dinosaurs and
previous eras.

Recent geological and astronomical
discoveries, such as cosmic expansion and
signs of meteor impacts at the geologic
Cretaceous-Tertiary border, better known
as the “K-T boundary,” have only served
to substantiate this view.

So, if anyone tells you he or she doesn’t
believe in the Bible because of a dilemma
with the dinosaurs, let that person know
there is more than the young-earth expla-
nation available—one that fits well, as
best we know, with the biblical facts. GN

Recommended Reading

Do science and the Bible disagree?
Not really—especially when we
have a proper understanding of
what Scripture does and does
not say! Be sure to download or
request your free copies of the
booklets Life’s Ultimate Question:
Does God Exist? and Creation or
Evolution: Does It Really Matter
What You Believe?

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets
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THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

i

o

Love: The Ground From
Which Spiritual Fruit Springs

When God’s Spirit is at work in a person, amazing things happen. The person’s whole life blossoms
and bears beautiful fruit. And the most wonderful fruit of all is the giving and receiving of true love.

by Don Hooser

eople long to love and be loved.
P Consider the countless love stories,
songs and poems that have been writ-
ten! Romanticists sing the praises of love,
as in the song “Love Is a Many-Splendored
Thing!” It seems the world is in love
with love.

The word love can mean many things, as
can be seen from the numerous dictionary
definitions. We also find many kinds of love
in the Bible.

Love usually refers to strong feelings,
and feelings are important. God wants us to
really feel love for Him and for other people.
But we will see that God also wants us to
experience a greater love that transcends
human emotions.

Many people go through life receiving
very little human love. However, God’s plan
is for every person to eventually experience
His love flowing fo him and through him—
so fully that each can honestly say, “My cup
runneth over with love.”

Ironically, when people are desperately
trying to understand the “mystery of love,”
they seldom read the greatest book ever writ-
ten about relationships, the Holy Bible. If
you study it for yourself, you will learn far
more about love than we can cover in this
introduction to the subject. This brief look
is meant to help you get started.

The greatest love and examples of love

Many of the examples of human love in
the Bible didn’t involve any special help
from God. Even without His help, people
can have a grateful type of love and appre-
ciation for their Creator.

But the Bible also reveals how we can
experience love for God and love for people
that far exceeds mere human capability! This
highest and purest form of love is God’s
divine and sublime love that He offers to
share with us!

In fact, love summarizes and epitomizes
the ultimate nature of God. “He who does
not love does not know God, for God is
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love” (1 John 4:8, emphasis
added throughout). We can learn
about love from Love Himself.
God wants to transform us so
that our character is also defined
by love.

First, consider God’s decision
to create human beings. He didn’t
need us. And God knew what to
expect initially from His way-
ward creatures—mostly grief.
But because of God’s desire to
share everything with others,

He is creating “sons and daugh-
ters” for His expanding family
(2 Corinthians 6:18).

Even before creation, God the
Father and the One who became
Jesus Christ knew that to trans-
form human beings spiritually
and bring them into the Kingdom
of God, Christ would have to
sacrifice His life for humanity’s
sins (Hebrews 10:12; Revelation
13:8).

“For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten

Spiritual fruit doesn’t emerge from
begot nothing. It springs forth from a rich,

Son, that whoever believes in . L

Him should not perish but have fertile, nourishing source—from the

everlasting life” (John 3:16). That - kind of outgoing concern for others

greatest-ever demonstration of - o4 +h o Bible defines as true love.

love was the ultimate sacrifice

God the Father and Jesus Christ made for law” (Matthew 22:36). Jesus answered, “You

each of us. shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your

mind” (verse 37).

This is the answer the lawyer probably
expected, since Jesus was quoting from
Deuteronomy 6:4-9, a passage known as the
Shema (after the first Hebrew word in it),
which had become the Jewish confession
of faith, recited twice daily by the pious.

But Jesus then went beyond what was
specifically asked, saying, “And the second
is like it: “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself’” (Matthew 22:39). This was
not a new commandment, since Jesus

What was “new” about the love
Jesus Christ taught?

The two “great commandments” Jesus
emphasized were not new. Contrary to what
many people think, the Old Testament is full
of teachings about love. But Jesus Christ
taught a whole new level of love and set a
never-before-seen example of love! Let’s see
what was new about it.

A man well-versed in scriptural law, try-
ing to test Jesus, asked Him which was “the
great [most important] commandment in the
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was quoting Leviticus 19:18.

But it seems the Jews had not coupled it
with Deuteronomy 6:5 as another “great”
commandment. Therefore, the first thing we
notice is that Jesus raised “love your neigh-
bor” to a much higher level of importance.

Jesus also expanded the concept of “who
is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29). He told the
parable of the good Samaritan, which shows
that God wants us to regard everyone as a
“neighbor” we would gladly assist in any
way we could. We are to be neighborly to
all, regardless of race, nationality or social
class (verses 30-37).

Nowhere does the Old Testament say,
“Hate your enemy,” but that had become the
traditional thinking by Jesus’ day (Matthew
5:43). Jesus then shocked everyone by say-
ing the opposite: “But I say to you, love your
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good
to those who hate you, and pray for those
who spitefully use you and persecute you”
(verse 44). This was a “hard saying” and
revolutionary, as it is completely contrary
to human nature.

When the Bible speaks of love, note that
love has more to do with what we do than
what we think or feel. For example, consider
the Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12), usually
paraphrased as: “Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you.” Works are
more important than words, although what
we say is an extremely important part of how
we treat people (James 2:22-26).

Interestingly, this emphasis on action and
commitment is indicated by Jesus’ choice of
Greek words. Usually Jesus used the most
general word for love—agape as a noun or
agapao as a verb—which implies thought-
out decisions and determined effort to show
love. Occasionally He used phileo, which
implies affectionate feelings.

Understanding how the word hate is often

used in the Bible helps us to understand the
meaning of /ove. Both usually emphasize
action. Treating someone badly is equated
with hate and treating someone well is
equated with love.

Therefore, when Jesus said, “Love one
another,” He meant for us to show love
even when it is not natural or easy—even
when the other person is not appreciative or
responding. When Paul wrote, “Husbands,
love your wives” (Ephesians 5:25), he meant
that we should treat our wives lovingly all
the time, even when we don’t feel like it.
And generally, the more we show love, the
more we will feel love.

Christ’s perfect example of love

Jesus said, “A new command I give you:
Love one another” (John 13:34, New Inter-
national Version). What was “new’” about
it? The second half of the verse explains:
“As I have loved you, so you must love
one another.”

Jesus’ teachings about love set the high-
est standards ever (Luke 6:27-38). And He
backed them up with His perfect example,
showing a love greater than the world had
ever seen!

First, consider how Christ was willing—
for the sake of mankind—to sacrifice His
heavenly glory and power to be incarnated as
a mere human being (Philippians 2:5-11).

Second, He continually “went about doing
good” for everyone as a humble servant—
teaching, encouraging, healing the sick,
comforting the oppressed (Acts 10:38; Mat-
thew 8:1-17). He “did not come to be served,
but to serve” (Matthew 20:28).

Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than
this, than to lay down one’s life for his
friends” (John 15:13). Jesus laid down His
time and energy continually, and then laid
down His very life for His beloved. He

was willing to go through the most terrible
suffering and then death—for each and every
one of us.

So we see from Christ’s teachings and
example that godly love is deep outgoing
concern for and generous giving to others.
And it is a continual willingness to be self-
sacrificing so we can assist others. It is the
opposite of selfishness and self-centeredness.

Learn to love as God loves

We can learn how to love God and to love
others by following the Bible’s examples,
teachings and laws. “For this is the love of
God, that we keep His commandments. And
His commandments are not burdensome”

(1 John 5:3).

God showed His love to us by giving us
His perfect laws. We show our love for God
by obeying those laws. The first four of the
Ten Commandments tell us how to love
God and the last six tell us how to love our
fellow man.

Other biblical laws give us further details
on how to apply the Ten Commandments.
To understand all this and why the author of
Psalm 119 exclaimed, “Oh, how I love Your
law!” (verse 97), request or download our
free booklet The Ten Commandments.

We can also learn godly love by being
in fellowship with other believers in God’s
Church. True Christians are to love all peo-
ple, plus they are to have a special love for
each other. We “ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren” (1 John 3:14-18).

Jesus made it clear that the main way we
show our love for God is by acts of mercy
and service to His other children. Jesus said,
“Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least
of these My brethren, you did it to Me”
(Matthew 25:40; compare 1 John 4:20-21).

The original Christians were wonderful
examples of ideal brotherly 1 2:41-

The Bible's “Love Chapter™ = l

chapter since it gives us a beautiful description of what godly love
is like!

The rest of this letter from the apostle Paul shows that some Corinthian
church members sought certain spiritual gifts with a wrong motive—to gain
superior status. In 1 Corinthians 12:31 (NIV), Paul said, “And now | will show
you the most excellent way"—the right motive and approach for exercising
all spiritual gifts—the way of love.

In 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, Paul mentions several impressive gifts. No
matter which gift we have, if we are lacking love, then in God’s sight we
are nothing! Without love, the gift is tarnished, the results are ineffectual
and God is displeased. Verse 3 shows that gven self-sacrificing, charitable
works can be done with motives other than true love.

One Bible chapter—1 Corinthians 13—is aptly known as the /ove

Verses 4 through 7 tell us some of the characteristics of true love: Love
is not selfish or self-centered. It is kind, humble, forgiving, courteous, not
easily angered, respectful, trusting, positive and hopeful. It also gives us
spiritual resilience and patience so that it willingly “endures all things” to
obey and serve God.

Envy and competition create division, as was the case in the Corinthian
church. Love is the great unifier.

Verse 11 points out that emotional and spiritual maturity is best summed
up by love.

We may tend to rank faith and hope alongside love, “but the greatest of
these is love” (verse 13).

As the New Living Translation says in 1 Corinthians 14:1, “Let love be
your highest goal”!
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47, 4:31-37). Jesus said that “love for one
another” was to be the primary distinguishing
feature of His disciples (John 13:35).

The fruit of God’s Spirit is love

Our human efforts alone can never pro-
duce godly love. But the good news is this:
People can have the divine-type love toward
God and toward other people if—if—they
have the indwelling of God’s Spirit.

The apostle Paul referred to it as “the
love that comes from the Holy Spirit”
(Romans 15:30, Contemporary English
Version). He said God’s Spirit is the Spirit
“of power and of love and of a sound mind”
(2 Timothy 1:7).

To the Galatians he wrote, as we are
exploring in this article series, that “the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffer-
ing [patient endurance], kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Gala-
tians 5:22-23). Love tops the list because it is
first in importance! It also encompasses all
the other aspects of the fruit of the Spirit.

The previous article in this series explains
God’s Holy Spirit. The key scripture on how
to attain God’s Spirit is Acts 2:38, which
says, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission [forgiveness] of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

For those of us who have received God’s
Spirit, “God has poured out his love into
our hearts by the Holy Spirit” (Romans 5:5,
NIV). We begin with a little love, but God
helps us to keep growing until we have a lot
of love. In fact the previous verses outline
the step-by-step growth process made pos-
sible by God’s love and Spirit (verses 1-5).

By His Spirit, God offers us a continual

supply of His limitless love. He continually
fills our wells so that we have plenty to give
to other thirsty people. An analogy Christ
used is that His love is like a river that comes
from the great Source and will flow through
us (John 7:38).

God will keep His love flowing info us as
long as it keeps flowing out from us. It must
flow back to God—a grateful, reciprocal,
responsive love for God—and it must flow
out in love and service to other people. The
more you give it away, the more you will
have. And the more you love others, the
more you will be loved.

Loving in a world of hate

When Paul wrote to the Galatians, he was
alarmed that bad influences were causing
them to lose their love for one another (Gala-
tians 5:13-6:10). They were exhibiting more
“works of the flesh” than the “fruit of the
Spirit.” Today, the influences toward hatred
and selfishness are even worse.

Paul wrote that “in the last days, perilous
times shall come. For men shall be lov-
ers of their own selves . . . without natural
affection . . . lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God . . .” (2 Timothy 3:1-4, King
James Version).

And Jesus, foretelling conditions in the
end time, said that “because lawlessness will
abound, the love of many will grow cold”
(Matthew 24:12).

All around us we see indifference, resent-
ment, anger, abuse and even cruelty. There is
more loneliness and heartbreak in the world
than real love.

But the return of Jesus Christ will bring
about the fulfillment of this prophecy of
Ezekiel 36:26: “I will give you a new heart

and put a new spirit within you; I will take
the heart of stone out of your flesh and give
you a heart of flesh”—that is, a soft, yielding
heart instead of a hard, stubborn heart.

In the meantime, we can swim upstream
against the world’s influence. With God’s
Spirit, each of us can be a light of love in
the midst of the darkness.

God initiates—let us respond

All true love comes ultimately from
God: “We love Him because He first loved
us” (1 John 4:19). God takes the lead in
establishing the relationship.

God’s calling is like a marriage proposal.
It is up to us to respond by humbly submit-
ting and committing to Him. If we do, God
will love us forever and will forever fill us
with His love.

When God’s people are “led by the Spirit
of God,” that Spirit produces wonderful and
abundant “fruit to God” (Romans 8:14; 7:4).

And of all the aspects of the fruit of the
Spirit, the loveliest is—love. GN

Recommended Reading

What s real love as God defines it
in His Word? Few truly understand.
They don’t realize that God's laws
are what define love. Rather than
being a restrictive list of don'ts
that hinder our happiness, as
many view them, in reality they
tell us how to love our Creator and
how to show love for our fellow
man. To understand how you can
apply these laws of love in your life, download or request
your free copy of The Ten Commandments.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

Economic Crisis

Continued from page 15
card, borrowing against tomorrow.

On the brink of a recession, the less debt
a household has, the better prepared they
are to weather the storms that lie ahead.

Our suggestions are: Stay out of debt.
Pay down debts you already have. Live
within your means. If you don’t have the
cash to pay for it, you can’t afford it.

4) Stay close to God.

Americans are learning, as many around
the world already know, that no human
government or man-made economic sys-
tem can provide total security, financial
or otherwise. Only God can—so it’s
important to always stay close to Him.

Jesus Christ understood fully the folly of
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looking to material possessions for security.

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal; but
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).

Another important factor in sound finan-
cial management is the biblical principle of
tithing. A tithe is 10 percent of a person’s
increase.

Note the following words and apply
them to America and other Western
countries during these difficult economic
times. “Will a man rob God? Yet you have
robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way
have we robbed You?’ In tithes and

offerings. You are cursed with a curse,
for you have robbed Me, even this whole
nation” (Malachi 3:8-9).

In the next verse, the nation is promised
great prosperity if it returns to God, which
includes obeying the instruction to tithe.
As it is with nations, so it is with individu-
als. (For further information about tithing,
download or request our free booklet What
Does the Bible Teach About Tithing?)

A house is just a physical possession like
any other. It’s been inspiring to see, when
natural disasters strike and people lose
their homes, how they pick themselves up
and move on, building again and looking
to the future. Take note of the principles
given above and try to weather the grow-
ing financial crisis. Other generations have
survived. We can too. GN



Letters From Our Readers

“Redefining Morality: Why a Torrent of Trouble
Threatens to Engulf Us”

Many thanks for a very thought-provoking article, “Redefining Morality.” It is
sad to see two great nations, the United States and Great Britain, falling to this
level of sin. The hedge of protection afforded to us is slowly being taken away.
Television seems to be becoming more violent and depressing week after week
in the never-ending drive to get viewers. Children’s shows seem to be heading
in the same direction, and as a parent | fear for their future.

R.H., Northern Ireland

Things in Britain will run down and become worse. The British way of
life is already eroded and will continue to fall apart no matter what govern-
ment [political party] is in power. God’s hand of blessing has been removed
because as a nation we have turned away from Him. We are a state that
practices abortion. We do not live by the Word of God, and many Christians
even cheat God by withholding their tithes. God has turned His face from us,
and sin is everywhere.

A.H., Abertillery, South Wales

I'am just curious about the magazine. It's called The Good News, yet repeat-
edly the lead article on the cover is anything but. As far as content, you have to
search the magazine pretty thoroughly to find some good news. | just received
my latest copy and the lead article on the front cover is “Redefining Morality:
Why a Torrent of Trouble Threatens to Engulf Us.” | read that and asked myself,
where is the good news?

K.L., Internet

The “World News and Trends” feature in the March-April issue explained
why there is bad news in The Good News magazine. We proclaim the good
news of Jesus Christ's imminent return. Yet we also report on the inevitable
negative consequences of human behavior. The world of today is filled with
bad news, as any realistic publication will have to note. Yet the future holds the
wonderful promise of Christ bringing the government of the Kingdom of God
to earth (Daniel 7:13-14, Revelation 11:15)—ushering in a world of peace,
prosperity and plenty. That is the ultimate good news of our title.

"Would Jesus Christ Celebrate Easter?”

I'm a youth pastor, and | was recently asked if | was going to do an Easter
egg hunt for the children. But | have come to know that this not pleasing or
right in God’s eyes because of the pagan rituals it originated from. But | did
not know how to respond to this person’s question with a well-understood
reason why not. So I've been looking for biblical and historical information that
would help me to explain the true way to others. Today | found your Web site
and downloaded your free booklet Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which
Days We Observe?| read through the part about Easter, and | found it very
informative and scriptural.

A.S., Internet

| have read about all the paganism in our society today that has disguised
itself as Christianity. | am ashamed of myself for having contributed to this
charade. | was convicted about four years ago about this whole Easter thing
but cannot seem to come up with an alternative way to commemorate the
events of Christ’s ministry, sacrifice, resurrection and ascension—events that
changed the fate of mankind. I homeschool my six children and am still grasp-
ing for a way to honor the last few events of Jesus' life in a way that is “fun”
for the children, on the correct days and yet not tangled up with the Easter
celebration. I'd appreciate any input.

R.H., Canton, Texas

How can we celebrate the life of Jesus Christ and properly worship God in
a way He commanas? That question is answered in our free booklet God's
Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind. /f explains that God gave
us annual Holy Days that teach us about His plan of salvation through Jesus
Christ. You may also be interested in looking through our resource of Sabbath
school lesson outlines at www.ucg.org/youth. They're designed for use by a
teacher in a class setting.

We also invite you to discuss the observance of God's annual festivals
with one of our ministers. We may have a congregation near you where you
could meet with others of like belief. You can find a list of our congregations
and phone numbers of our elders or local contacts online at www.ucg.org/
churches.

I am a subscriber to your wonderful and truthful magazine. | wonder why our
pastors and teachers have not taught us the truths about the holidays and Holy
Days. Why have they held back this knowledge from us? They are in serious
trouble with our Lord.

F.P, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Sharing the gospel with others

| think that the state of the world, including my country, is in great peril. As a
young Christian man, there are many challenges that | have to face in my daily
life. | am truly grateful to the United Church of God—and, of course, thankful
for The Good News. Your free literature is very insightful, knowledge-based,
and easy to read and understand. It continues to enlighten me by answering
many of the lingering, difficult questions | have in my mind about God, His Word
and life in general.

J.J., Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies

Thank you for offering items that anyone, anywhere (rich or poor) may
receive. So often ministries request $40 or more for their materials. Therefore,
those of us who can’t afford the cost lose out on the knowledge of the Lord.

K.H., Missoula, Montana

| wanted to say thank you so much for the literature you are offering at no
charge. What a wonderful ministry. Large families (like my own) are often on
such a strict budget, so it’s nice to find a ministry that is giving booklets and
magazines about our Savior. | pray blessing upon your ministry. When | am
able, | would love to donate to your ministry.
C.L., New Boston, Texas

On attending a United Church of God congregation

I'm a South African living in Port Elizabeth. | have been a Christian for about
50-odd years and have followed the teachings according to God’s Word, but
somehow have never felt comfortable. | went onto the Web and found literature
published by the United Church of God and became very interested. For the
first time in my life, | have found peace and an unquenchable hunger for the
Word of God. | finally understand my position in Christ and what God expects
from us. | would dearly love to know of a UCG congregation in our area.

A.S.G., Port Elizabeth, South Africa

Thank you so much for your free magazine and the booklets. They have
taught me so much. | am interesting in finding a church in my area with the
same beliefs. | live in Indianapolis, Indiana. Do you know of a church I can
go to close by or a pastor | can speak with?

R.G., Indianapolis, Indiana

Please give me the address and service times of the United Church
of God congregation nearest to me. | am in Manhattan Beach, California.
| have read many of your booklets and am very impressed and would like
to find out more about UCG.
R.M., Manhattan Beach, California

Our free booklet This Is the United Church of God /s freely available upon
personal request. Interested readers in the United States can access a list of
our congregations and phone numbers of our elders at www.ucg.org/churches.
If you don’t have Internet access or reside in an international area, you can
consult the address box on page 2 of any edition of The Good News. We heart-
ily welcome your inquiries.

Published letters may be edited for clarity and space. Address your letters
to The Good News, P.0. Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio 45254-1027, U.S.A.,
or e-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be sure to include your full name, city,
state or province, and country).
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All channels and times listed are for cable TV unless
stated otherwise. For additional information and the most
current airing times, or to download or view programs
online, visit www.beyondtoday.tv.

UNITED STATES

Arizona

Prescott ch. 13, Sun 5 p.m.; Sat 3:30 p.m.

Prescott Valley ch. 13, Sun 9 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Tucson ch. 73,98, 120, Sun 8 a.m.; Sat 8 a.m.

Arkansas

Fayetteville ch. 18, Sun 10 a.m.; Wed 6 p.m.;
Sat9am.

California

Alamo ch. 26, Thu 7:30 p.m.

p
ch. 6, 26, 1t Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.

Anaheim (west) ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.

Berkeley ch. 26, Thu 9 pm.
Clayton ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.
Concord ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.
Costa Mesa ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Cypress ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Danville ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.
Dublin ch. 26, Fri 4 pm.
El Cerrito ch. 26, Thu 9 pm.
El Sobrante ch. 26, Thu 9 p.m.
Emeryville ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m.
Eureka ch. 12, Fi 8 pm.
Fountain Valley ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Fremont ch. 29, Tue 6:30 p.m.
Garden Grove ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Hayward ch. 28, Tue 10 p.m.
Hemet ch. 3, i 2:30 pm.
Hercules ch. 26, Thu 9 pm.
Huntington Beach ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Lafayette ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.
Livermore ch. 26, Fri 4 pm.
Los Alamitos ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Marin County ch. 26, Tue 10:30 p.m.
Martinez ch. 6, 26, 1t Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.
Midway City ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Modesto ch. 26, Thu 8:30 p.m.; Fri 6 p.m.
Monrovia ch. 16, 98, Tue, Thu and Sat 4:30 p.m.
Moraga ch. 26, Thu 7:30 p.m.

ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.
Newark ch. 29, Tue 6:30 p.m.
Novato ch. 71, Tue 9:30 p.m.
Oakland ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m.
Orange ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Orinda ch. 26, Thu 7:30 p.m.

ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.
Palo Cedro DCA cable link, Thu 10 a.m.
Pasadena ch. 56, Sun 6 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Petaluma ch. 26, Sun 9:30 a.m. &3 pm,;

Sat 2:30 p.m.; Wed 6 p.m.
Piedmont ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m.
Pittsburg ch. 26, Thu 12 midnight
Pleasant Hill ch. 6, 26, 1t Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.
Pleasanton ch. 26, Fri 4 pm.
Redding ch. 11, Sun 11:30 am.
Richmond ch. 26, Thu 9 p.m.
Rossmoor ch. 26, Thu 7:30 p.m.

ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.
Sacramento ch. 18, Thu 6 p.m.

San Diego (North)
San Diego (South)
San Francisco

ch. 19, Sun 3:30 p.m.
ch. 18, 19, 23, Mon 5 p.m.
ch. 29, Sun 9:30 a.m.

San Jose ch. 15A, Wed 4:30 p.m.

San Rafael ch. 26, Thu 9 p.m.

Santa Clara ch. 15A, Wed 4:30 p.m.

Santa Rosa ch. 72, Sun 7:30 p.m.; Sat 10:30 a.m.
S. Pasadena ch. 6, Thu 4:30 p.m.

Stanton ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Verdugo Hills ch. 20, Thu 9:30 p.m.

Walnut Creek ch. 6, 26, 1st Tue & 4th Thu 9:30 p.m.
Westminster ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Colorado

Boulder ch. 43, Fi 1 pm.

Georgia

Cornelia ch. 4, Sun 6:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
Hawaii

Hilo ch. 53, Sun 10 am.; Thu 7:30 p.m.
Lanai ch. 13, Fi 7 pm,; Sat 7 am.

Maui ch. 52, Fri 7 pm.; Sat 7 a.m.
Molokai ch. 13, Fi 7 pm,; Sat 7 am.
Idaho

Boise ch. 11, Wed 7:30 p.m.

Illinois

Arlington Heights ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.

Bartlett ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.

Brookport ch. 2, Sun 2 pm.

Buffalo Grove ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.

Chicago ch. 36, times vary

Des Plaines ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.

East St. Louis ch. 18, Sat 5:30 p.m.
Elkgrove Village ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Glenview ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.

Golf ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
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Hanover Park
Hoffman Estates
Lincolnwood
Metropolis
Morton Grove
Mt. Prospect
Napeville

Niles

Normal
Northbrook
Palatine

Park Ridge
Prospect Heights
Rolling Meadows
Romeoville
Schaumburg
Skokie
Springfield
Streamwood
Wheeling
Wilmette

Indiana
Bloomington
Evansville
Ft. Wayne
Valparaiso

lowa
Des Moines

Kentucky
Berea
Owenshoro
Paducah
Richmond

Massachusetts
Amherst
Boston

Cambridge

East Longmeadow
Greenfield
Palmer
Shrewsbury
Worcester
Michigan
Ann Arbor
Grand Haven
Grand Rapids
Kalamazoo
Midland

Mt. Pleasant
Petoskey
Traverse City
Ypsilanti
Minnesota
Albert Lea
Austin

Blaine

Brooklyn Center

Brooklyn Park
Bumsville
Centerville

Circle Pines
Eagan

Eden Prairie
Edina
Golden Valley

Ham Lake

Hopkins
Inver Grove Hts.

Lexington
Lino Lakes
Litchfield
Maple Grove
Minneapolis
Minnetonka
New Hope

New Ulm
Osseo

Plymouth

Richfield
Robbinsdale

Rochester

St. Charles

Television Log

ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 2, Sun 2 p.m.

ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 17, Sun 10 a.m.
ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 20, Sun 6 p.m.
ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch.6, Sun 9 am.

ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch.4,Wed 12am., 8a.m. &5 pm.
ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.

ch. 3, Sun 9:30 p.m.

ch. 7, Mon 5:30 p.m.; Tue 6:30 p.m.
ch.57,Sun 9 a.m.

ch. 99, Tue 8:30 p.m.

ch. 15, Sun 11:30 a.m.

ch. 5, Fi 9 & 9:30 p.m.

ch. 52, Sun 8 a.m. &7 pm.
ch. 2, Sun 2 pm.

ch. 5, Fri 9 & 9:30 p.m.

ch. 12, Tue 9 p.m.
ch.22,23,83,Sun 7 am.;

Wed 10 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
ch.22,23,83,Sun 7 am.;

Wed 10 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.

ch. 5, Sun 11:30 a.m.

ch. 17, Tue 4 p.m.; Wed 10:30 a.m.
ch. 15, Sun 12, 2:30 & 8 p.m.
ch.33,Wed 10 pm.; Thu 7 a.m.
ch. 13, Thu 10 am.

ch. 17, Thu 4:30 p.m.

ch. 22, Mon 4 p.m.

ch. 25, Tue or Wed 11 a.m.

ch. 19, Sun 8:30 a.m.

ch. 3, Fri 5:30 pm.

ch. 3, times vary

ch. 2, Sun 11:30 a.m.; Fri 5 p.m.
ch. 2, Sun 11:30 am,; Fri 5 p.m.
ch. 17, Thu 4:30 p.m.

ch. 6, Sun 9:55 a.m.

ch. 6, Sun 7 p.m.

ch. 14,Sun 1 &9a.m,; Sat 5 p.m.
ch.19,Sun4a.m., 10am. &4 pm,
Sat 10 p.m.

ch.19,Sun4a.m, 10am. &4 pm,
Sat 10 p.m.

ch. 14, Mon, Wed & Fri 4:30 p.m,;
Sun, Tue, Thu & Sat 4:30 a.m.

ch. 14,Sun 1 &9a.m,; Sat 5 p.m.

ch. 14,Sun 1 &9a.m,; Sat 5 p.m.

ch. 15, Sun 6:30 a.m.; Mon 12:30 a.m.;
Tue 9:30 p.m.; Wed 6:30 p.m,;

Thu 3:30 p.m,; Fri 12:30 pm.;

Sat 9:30 am.

ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m,; Thu 5:30 p.m.
ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m.; Thu 5:30 p.m.
ch.19,Sun4a.m, 10am. &4 pm,;
Sat 10 p.m.

ch. 14,Sun 1 &9a.m,; Sat 5 p.m.

ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m,; Thu 5:30 p.m.
ch. 15, Sun 6:30 a.m.; Mon 12:30 a.m,;
Tue 9:30 p.m.; Wed 6:30 p.m,;

Thu 3:30 p.m,; Fri 1230 pm;

Sat 9:30 am.

ch. 14,Sun 1 &9 a.m,; Sat 5 p.m.

ch. 14,Sun 1 &9a.m,; Sat 5 p.m.

ch. 10, Sun 2 a.m,, 8:30 a.m.,
1pm,7pm;Wed 1am,3am,
8:30 am. & 6:30 p.m.
ch.19,Sun4am, 10am. &4 pm,;
Sat 10 p.m.

ch. 75, Mon 6:30 p.m.

ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m.; Thu 5:30 p.m.
ch.19,Sun4a.m, 10am. &4 pm;
Sat 10 p.m.

ch. 72, Sun 5 p.m.; Thu 10 a.m.; Fri 7 p.m.
ch.19,Sun4am, 10am. &4 pm,;
Sat 10 p.m.

ch.19,Sun4am, 10 am. &4 pm,;
Sat 10 p.m.

ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m,; Thu 5:30 p.m.
ch.19,Sun4a.m, 10am. &4 pm,;
Sat 10 p.m.

ch. 10, Sun 10 a.m. & 7:30 pm.;

Sat 10 a.m. & 7:30 pm.

¢h. 20, Sun 2 p.m.; Wed 3 p.m.

Spring Lake Park ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9.am,; Sat 5 pm.

Wabasha ch. 20, Sun 2 p.m.; Wed 3 p.m.

Willmar ch. 8, Thu 11 a.m. & 8 p.m.; Sat 5 p.m.

Winona ch. 20, Sun 2 p.m.; Wed 3 p.m.

Missouri

Cape Girardeau ch. 5, Sun 7:30 am,; Tue 6 pm.;
Thu 12:30 p.m; Fri 7:30 p.m.

Jackson ch. 5, Sun 7:30 a.m., Tue 6 p.m,;
Thu 12:30 p.m; Fri 7:30 p.m.

Jefferson City ch. 3, Wed 6 p.m.

Poplar Bluff ch. 54, Tue 4 pm.

St. Louis ch. 18, Sat 5:30 p.m.

Springfield ch. 26, Sun 8:30 a.m.; Wed 7 p.m,;
Sat 8:30 am.

Montana

Billings ch.7,Sun 6 pm,; Sat 11 am.

Helena ch. 11, Sun 3 pm.

Missoula ch.7,Sun 11 am.

Nevada

Carson City ch. 10, Wed 7:30 p.m.

Reno/Sparks ch. 16, Wed 7 p.m.

New Hampshire

LaConia ch. 25, 26, Sun 7:30 a.m. & 4:30 p.m.

New Jersey

Newark ch. 19, Sun 7 a.m.

New Mexico

Albuguerque ch. 27, Sun 10:30 p.m.

Santa Fe ch. 16, Sun 10 a.m.; Mon 6:30 p.m.

New York

Binghamton ch. 4, Thu 5:30 p.m.

Bronx ch. 70, Mon 3 p.m.

Brooklyn ch. 56, 69, Sun 10 a.m.

Canandaigua ch. 12, Sun 2 pm.

Manhattan ¢h.57,Sun 7 am.

Olean ch. 6, Thu 9:30 p.m.

Oneonta ch. 23, Mon 6 p.m.; Wed 9 p.m.

Queens ch. 35, Tue 8 p.m.; Thu 3 p.m.
ch. 56, Sun 10 p.m.;Thu 4:30 p.m.

Woodbury ch. 20, Sun 8 a.m.

North Carolina

Asheville ch. 20, Sun 1 p.m.

Burlington ch. 5,10, Sun 10 a.m.

Charlotte ch. 21, Sat 2 pm.

Durham ch. 8, Wed 7:30 a.m.

Greenshoro ch. 8, Sun 10:30 & 12:30 a.m.

Hickory ch.3,Sun 7 pm.

Mebane ch. 5,10, Sun 10 a.m.

Raleigh ch. 22, Tue 6:30 p.m.

North Dakota

Bismarck ch. 12, Sun 2:30 p.m.

Fargo ch. 12, Tue 10:30 a.m.

Ohio

Akron ch. 15, Sun 9:30 a.m.; Mon 11 p.m.

Athens ¢h. 23, Sun 7 p.m.; Wed 7 p.m.

Brunswick ch. 21, Tue 7 p.m.; Wed 12:30, 4:30 &
8:30 a.m.; 2:30, 6:30 & 9:30 p.m.

Bryan ch. 4, Sun 11 a.m. &8 p.m.; Mon 8 p.m.

Cincinnati ch. 18, Sun 10:30 a.m.; Tue 10 p.m.;

Thu 11 p.m;; Sat 6:30 a.m.
Cincinnati (Union Twp.) ch. 8, Sun 2:30 a.m.; Tue 9:30 a.m.;
Wed 11 p.m,; Sat 2:30 p.m.

Dayton ch. 12, Mon 3:30 p.m.; Sat 11:30 p.m.
Defiance ch. 5, Sun 12 noon; Thu 6 p.m.
Fairborn ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Greenville ch. 3, Thu 8 p.m.
Oberlin/Wellington ~ ch. 12, Sun & Sat 9 a.m.
Springfield ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Trotwood ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Urbana ch. 1, daily 6 a.m, 10am. &7 p.m.
Vandalia ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Wash. Court House ~ ch. 3, Wed 2 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m.
Xenia ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Oregon
Eugene ch. 29, Tue 2 p.m.
McMinnville ch. 11, Sun 5:30 p.m.; Wed 8 p.m.
Medford ch. 15,95, Sun 5 p.m.
Oregon City ch. 21, Mon 8 p.m.
Portland ¢h. 22, Sun 7:30 p.m.
Salem ch. 23, Sun 12:30 p.m;;
Fri 2 pm,; Sat 11:30 a.m.
Woodburn ch. 11,Sun 9 a.m.
Pennsylvania
Pittsburgh/Moon Twp. ch. 21, 14, Sun 12 & 2 p.m.
York ch. 16, Sun 8:30 p.m.;
Mon 4:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.
Rhode Island
Entire state ch. 14, Fri 10:30 a.m.
Texas
Austin ch. 11, Mon 8:30 p.m.
Dallas ch. 14B, 74, Sun 12:30 pm;
Thu 9:30 p.m.
Del Rio ch. 19, Sun 9 a.m.; Wed 5 p.m.
El Paso ch. 15, Mon, Fri, Sat 1 p.m.
Fort Worth ch. 28, Tue 5:30 p.m.; Thu 1 p.m.
Houston ¢h. 17,98, Sun 1:30 p.m.
Longview ch. 26, Tue 2 p.m.; Wed 10 p.m.;

Fri 12:30 pm.; Sat 9 p.m.

Virginia
Charlottesville/
Albemarle County
Hampton Roads

ch. 13, 14, Wed 10 p.m.
ch. 71,74, Sun 10 am.

Washington

Everett ch. 77, Wed 5 p.m.

Kennewick ch. 13, Sun & Tue 8:30 p.m.

Olympia ch. 22,29, Sun 9 a.m,; Thu 10:30 p.m.

Seattle ch. 29, 77, Sat 5:30 p.m.

Vancouver ch. 11, Sun 11 p.m.; Mon 5 p.m.;
Sat 11am.

West Virginia

Morgantown ch. 3, Mon, Wed & Fri 3 p.m,; Sat 10 a.m.

Wisconsin

Beloit ch. 12, Thu 6:30 p.m.

Eau Claire ch. 11, Sun 2 pm.

Kenosha ch. 14, Sun & Mon 7:30 p.m.

Madison ch. 4, Sun 12:30 p.m.

Milwaukee ch. 96, Mon 2 p.m.; Tue 7 pm.;

Wed 2 p.m.
ch. 3, Mon 5&9:30 pm,;
Tue 10 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.

Stevens Point

Wausau ch. 10, Sun 8:30 a.m.; Sat 9 a.m.
West Allis ch. 14, times vary
Nationwide

Vision TV, Sun 11 p.m. (PST)

Star Choice Digital ch. 399, Sun 10:30 a.m. (EST)
Alberta

The Christian Channel Telus ch. 158, Sun 8:30 a.m.
British Columbia

The Christian Channel Telus ch. 158, Sun 7:30 a.m.
Manitoba

The Christian Channel MTS ch. 21, Sun 9:30 a.m.
New Brunswick

The Christian Channel Rogers ch. 396, Sun 11:30 a.m.
Newfoundland and Labrador

The Christian Channel Rogers ch. 396, Sun 12 noon
Northwest Territory

The Christian Channel Northwestel ch. 226, Sun 8:30 a.m.
Ontario

The Christian Channel Rogers ch. 396, Sun 10:30 a.m.
The Christian Channel Cogeco ch. 186, Sun 10:30 a.m.
Saskatchewan

The Christian Channel SaskTel ch. 282, Sun 8:30 a.m.

Radio Log

For additional information and the most current airing times,
or to download or listen to programs online, visit www.
beyondtoday.tv/radio.

Nationwide

Internet Radio live365.com, Sun 8:30 a.m. (PST)

Alabama

Birmingham 1070 AM, Sun 7:30 a.m.

Arizona

Douglas 930 AM, Sat 10:30 a.m.

Globe 1240 AM, Sat 10:30 a.m.

Sierra Vista 1470 AM, Sat 10:30 a.m.

Tucson 940 AM, Sat 10:30 a.m.

California

San Diego 760 AM, Sun 6 a.m.

Florida

Jacksonville 690 AM/106.5 FM, Sun 7 a.m.

Indiana

Ft. Wayne 1190 AM, Sun 10 a.m.

Louisiana

New Orleans 870 AM/105.3 FM, Sat 9:30 p.m.

Montana

Helena 101.9 FM, Mon 8 p.m.;
Fri 8 p.m.; Sat 8 a.m.

Nebraska

Omaha 1110 AM, Sun 7:30 a.m.

New York

Buffalo 930 AM, Sun 6:30 a.m.

Ohio

Cincinnati 550 AM, Sun 6 a.m.

Oklahoma

Tulsa 740 AM, Sun 8 a.m.

Texas

San Antonio 550 AM, Sun 6:30 a.m.

Washington

Seattle 770 AM, Sun 7:30 a.m.

West Virginia

Wheeling 1170 AM, Mon 11 p.m.;

Fri 8:15pm,; Sat 9 pm.
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A Lesson From Prophecy: What
Manner of Person Should You Be?

Why are you interested in prophecy? Is your goal to decipher all the obscure biblical prophecies
that await fulfillment? If so, be careful—God's purpose for prophecy may be different from yours.

by Beyond Today host Darris McNeely

once knew a person who thought he

had every detail of prophecy worked

out. He had a chart to show when all

the end-time prophecies would be
fulfilled. He even thought he knew the
year and day of Christ’s return.

There was one problem.

The years and days came and went and
the prophecies were not fulfilled. This
person was a sincere student of the Bible.
He feared God and obeyed His teachings.
His mistake was not in having an inter-
est in prophecy. It was in trying to predict
the timing of events that God has not yet
revealed. He failed to understand how
God intends prophecy to be used by
His servants.

How about you? Have you done the same?

Keep it in perspective

Prophecy has always held a fascination
for people. We want to understand what
lies in the future. Whenever a major world
event occurs, people scurry to those who
profess knowledge of its prophetic signifi-
cance to try to find out what it all means.
Every time a crisis erupts in the Middle
East, we see an increase in traffic to our
Good News Web site and that of our sister
publication, World News and Prophecy.
People eagerly read and download our
prophecy material.

And that’s fine; we want them to. But
to what end? Is it to be wiser and smarter
in prophecy than someone else? Is there
the hope of saving oneself through access
to special “secret knowledge” of these
ancient prophecies? Whatever our motiva-
tion might be, we should be sure it aligns
with the purpose and plan of God.

When we study Bible prophecy, we should
keep in mind one fundamental principle. God

alone knows exactly when and
how it will all come together.
When His disciples wanted to
know the timing of the restora-
tion of the Israelite kingdom,
Jesus plainly said, “It is not for
you to know times or seasons 5
which the Father has put in His
own authority” (Acts 1:7).

God alone knows when
events like Christ’s return will
occur. Even Jesus, while in
human flesh, said He did not
know the day and hour (Mark
13:32).

With God in charge of the
timing of the big events, our
goal should be vigilance and
understanding of the times and
events of the world. With faith
in God that a day of judgment is
coming when God’s Kingdom
will be restored, we have other
things to do. Prophecy, world
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events and the signs of the end
of the age should be motivation
to endure to the end.

This prophetic chart illustrating various interpre-
tations of prophecy, created by William Miller,
yielded the year 1843 for the return of Jesus

Christ. Thousands were disillusioned in “The Great

Peter’s charge to Church
members

Disappointment” when his predictions failed.

Near the end of his life, the apostle
Peter desired that members of the Church
understand some things about prophecy.
He wanted them to maintain a balanced
perspective that avoided all the extremes
that come with the subject.

Peter knew his life was drawing to
a close. For years many in the Church
looked for and expected the return of Jesus
Christ. But it had not occurred. Now Peter
saw the need to remind people of certain
basic principles. These would serve as

a source of instruction after his death
(2 Peter 1:12-15).

He began by encouraging them to dili-
gently build into their lives the qualities
of faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control,
perseverance and godliness. Brotherly
kindness and love were to be hallmarks
of their lives and help them abound in
the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ
(2 Peter 1:5-8).

These are the basic Christian quali-
ties that form the character of those who
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seek to enter the soon-coming, everlast-
ing Kingdom of Christ (verse 11). The
Kingdom had not come in Peter’s lifetime,
but the fact that it would come was still a
certainty in his mind that framed each day
of his life.

No private interpretation of prophecy

Peter and the rest of the 12 apostles had
been eyewitnesses of the power and maj-
esty of Christ’s earthly works. They saw
and spoke with the resurrected Christ. All
those events really happened. Their lives
were changed forever by them.

The apostles connected the prophe-
cies from the Old Testament to Jesus and
understood their fulfillment. To Peter and
John and the others, prophecy had been
fulfilled in their lifetime. They well under-
stood fully the messianic prophecies about
Christ’s first coming.

Through the decades following Christ’s
ascension, they had come to see that

to His servants the prophets.”

After a lengthy chapter in which Peter
shows the folly of false teachers (2 Peter
2), he returns to the sure promises of
God’s revelation.

“Scoffers in the last days”

God’s true teaching has always suffered
attack in a world controlled by unseen
evil spiritual forces. Doubt and cynicism
have been directed toward the teaching
of the prophets and the apostles by those
pursuing their own agendas. Peter foretold
that scoffers would come in the last days
saying, “Where is the promise of His
coming?” (2 Peter 3:3-4).

We live in an age of unbelief. We see a
continual assault against faith and biblical
truth. Popular books and movies call into
question the divinity of Jesus. Countless
theories are brought forth to discredit the
accuracy of biblical stories. New discov-
eries of claimed “lost books” attempt to

We study prophecy not to gain knowledge that swells our
pride and ego. The real reason is to learn God'’s way and become
motivated to live it better and share the good news.

the time when the Kingdom would be
restored, at Jesus Christ’s second coming,
was beyond their time. They would not
live to see it. But this did not diminish the
reality of that hope. This is what Christ’s
apostles and teachers wanted believers to
understand. It is what we clearly see 2,000
years later.

Peter said, “We have the prophetic word
confirmed, which you do well to heed as
a light that shines in a dark place, until
the day dawns and the morning star rises
in your hearts; knowing this first, that no
prophecy of Scripture is of any private
interpretation, for prophecy never came
by the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit” (verses 19-21).

A key to understanding Bible prophecy
is to let the Bible interpret itself. Don’t try
to read into passages meanings that aren’t
there. Prophecy is not to be approached
like a riddle requiring great mental gym-
nastics to solve. God’s Spirit moved men
to speak certain prophetic words, and God
alone can interpret their meaning for us.

Vanity and self-importance can lead us
to assign meanings to passages before God
is ready to reveal to His servants the true
understanding, as He will at some point.
Amos 3:7 states, “Surely the Lord Gop
does nothing, unless He reveals His secret

28 The Good News

rewrite the story of the Gospels, casting
doubt on revealed truth.

The ongoing debate between evolu-
tion and creationism as explanations for
the origin of life keeps people arguing
about a truth of fundamental importance
to Christianity. Our society is designed
to tear down rather than foster belief in
God and the truth revealed in the gospel
of the Kingdom of God. It is a reality of
our daily life. Peter saw this in his day and
sought to rally the faith and confidence
of God’s elect.

He wrote a succinct statement that
summarizes the love of God for all ages:
“The Lord is not slack concerning His
promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that
any should perish but that all should come
to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

Here is the real reason to study proph-
ecy and keep abreast of today’s world
in anticipation of the world to come!

God’s patience with this world is
remarkable and encouraging. He does not
want anyone to suffer for sin and unrigh-
teousness. Those who preach the gospel of
peace know they hold the message that can
turn people’s lives around. The news of
God’s love for all, expressed through the
sacrifice and life of Jesus of Nazareth, can
turn despair to joy and sorrow to hope.

Such news is the reason for the dedica-
tion of the saints through history. It is the
reason you hold this publication in your
hands today. Behind it is a group of people
who want you to hear the message of the
Kingdom and turn your life around in
worship of the true God.

The ultimate goal of prophecy

The prophesied events of the Bible
will come to pass. A time of world trouble
unlike any in past history, the time of
“great tribulation,” lies straight ahead of
us. Christ’s triumphant return is sooner
than many would like to consider. And all
this will catch an unsuspecting world by
complete surprise (2 Peter 3:10).

Peter tells us why we should watch and
understand our world. It is not to gain
knowledge that swells our pride and ego.
Its purpose is not to focus only on sav-
ing our physical lives. The real reason
we study prophecy is to learn God’s way
and become motivated to live it better and
share the good news.

“Therefore, since all these things will be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought
you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
looking for and hastening the coming
of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be dissolved, being on fire,
and the elements will melt with fervent
heat? Nevertheless we, according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth in which righteousness dwells”

(2 Peter 3:11-13).

We can help prepare for the coming of
Christ by being involved in and supporting
the efforts of preaching the gospel message,
such as the one you are reading right now.

Here is the ultimate reason we study
Bible prophecy—so that it might shape
our thinking and eventually our character
to become like God. Because we know
this world is passing away and a new
one is coming, we prepare today for a
role in that coming Kingdom. It is real to
us and drives each day of our lives with
passion and zeal. It is the only goal worth
sacrificing for.

For those who grasp that vision today
and who pursue it diligently, there awaits
a crown of righteousness that will not
fade away.

Expand your mind and open your heart
to the scriptures that reveal the reality of
this present evil world and the coming
events that will transform the world, usher-
ing in the glorious Kingdom of God. Join
us in this work and let your life become
a living sacrifice for God! Gn



Darwin'’s Theory

Continued from page 19

addressing. They continue deceiving the
masses by saying that all the intricate DNA
information can be explained by evolutionary
forces acting on the cell.

Regarding whether recent discoveries
relating to the origin of life point to the
activity of a creative Intelligence, Professor
Flew states: “Yes, I now think it does . . .
almost entirely because of the DNA inves-
tigations. What I think the DNA material
has done is that it has shown, by the almost
unbelievable complexity of the arrange-
ments which are needed to produce [life],
that intelligence must have been involved
in getting these extraordinarily diverse
elements to work together.

“It’s the enormous complexity of the num-
ber of elements and the enormous subtlety of
the ways they work together. The meeting of
these two parts at the right time by chance is
simply minute. It is all a matter of the enor-
mous complexity by which the results were
achieved, which looked to me like the work
of intelligence” (There Is a God, 2007, p. 75).

It’s interesting to learn what other factors
persuaded him to accept a Creator as the
grand designer of the universe and life.

“I now believe that the universe was
brought into existence by an infinite Intel-
ligence,” he affirms. “I believe that this uni-
verse’s intricate laws manifest what scientists
have called the Mind of God. I believe that life
and reproduction originate in a divine Source.

“Why do I believe this, given that [
expounded and defended atheism for more
than half a century? The short answer is this:
this is the world picture, as I see it, that has
emerged from modern science. Science spot-
lights three dimensions of nature that point
to God. The first is the fact that nature obeys
laws. The second is the dimension of life, of

Recommended Reading

The debate over creation or evolu-
tion isn’t simply an intellectual or
scientific argument. It carries huge
implications for the questions of who
we are, how we live, how we treat
one another and why we are here.
Are we the result of blind, random {8 -~
chance, or are we the children of a [EESESSESEES
loving Creator who has an astound- ':"-'i 3
ing purpose for us? The answers are

crucial! Download or request your free copies of Creation or
Evolution: Does It Really Matter What You Believe?and Life’s
Ultimate Question: Does God Exist?today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

intelligently organized and purpose-driven
beings, which arose from matter. The third
is the very existence of nature” (pp. 88-89).

Many of these same points are covered in
the film Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed.
We highly recommend seeing it.

Modern trends prophesied long ago

Although the evolution/intelligent design
controversy might appear quite modern,

a variation of it existed at the time of the
apostle Paul in the first century. He was
well-acquainted with Greek thought and
some of its philosophical schools that
denied a Creator and believed that nature
was sufficient to explain the creation and
development of living things, similar to
what Professor Flew previously believed.

Paul’s explanation seems amazingly rel-
evant and modern. Flew touched on some
of the same arguments, used by Paul 2,000
years ago, that finally persuaded him to
accept belief in an intelligent Creator. Paul’s
arguments also reveal the moral and spiritual
implications for many who follow the theory
of evolution to its ultimate consequences.

Paul’s warning to the skeptics of his day
also applies today: “For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness, because what may
be known of God is manifest in them, for God
has shown it to them” (Romans 1:18-19).

He continues: “For ever since the creation
of the universe God’s invisible attributes—
his everlasting power and divinity—are to
be seen and studied in his works, so that
men have no excuse; because, although they
learned to know God, yet they did not offer
him as God either praise or thanksgiving.
Their speculations about him proved futile,
and their undiscerning minds were darkened.

“Professing to be wise, they showed them-
selves fools; and they transformed the Glory
of the immortal God into the likeness of
mortal man, and of birds, and beasts, and
reptiles. Therefore God abandoned them
to impurity [of mind, resulting in immoral
lifestyles], letting them follow the cravings
of their hearts, till they dishonored their own
bodies; for they had substituted a lie for the
truth about God, and had reverenced and wor-
shiped created things more than the Creator,
who is to be praised for ever” (verses 20-25,
Twentieth Century New Testament).

So, as the Bible also says, “There is noth-
ing new under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9).
Don’t let yourself be deceived by the false
arguments of evolution. Rather, stand firm
for an all-wise intelligent Designer and true
biblical creationism! GN
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On the Web

fyou like The Good News magazine,
you'll love The Good News Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org.

You'll find past issues of The Good News,
each packed with articles about world
trends and events, family and social issues,
prophecy in the news and The Good News’
eye-opening, in-depth perspective of the
Bible.

There’s much more, too. Explore our large
library of booklets covering a wide variety
of biblical, family and social issues and
themes. Take a look at our publications in
other languages—Spanish, German, Italian,
French and Dutch (and feel free to share
them with a friend overseas).

Use our search tool so you can find mate-
rial on any subject you want—marriage,
family, biblical teachings, current events,
prophecy, you name it. Feel free to down-
load all these to your own computer so you
can study them in depth, or request your
own printed copies to be mailed to you.

While you're there, be sure to take a look

at our companion publication World News
and Prophecy. This eye-opening newsletter
will help you understand the news in the
light of Bible prophecy, giving you a per-
spective you won’t find anywhere else—
the perspective of God’s Word.

Discover a wealth of information today!

www.gnhmagazine.org
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IWhen the culture is so clueless

and cocrupt, the call of counter-

cultures is Oreat. ZBut theres a

countevculture neavly ebecyone
hag ober{ooked.

by Randy Stiver

30 The Good News

oes God care whom you call

your friends? Does He care

how you dress, how you cut

and dye your hair, if you paint

your face white with black

rings around your eyes, if you
get yourself tattooed and pierced all over
or if you cut your body?

Is God concerned if you feel like you
don’t fit in or if you experience the emo-
tional pain of abuse from the immature
craziness of a dysfunctional family?

Do you think that God cares one way or
the other if you feed your mind with songs
of death, depression and suicide or with
horror films and Internet games glorifying
evil? Does God care if you immerse your-
self in the countercultures of darkness?

The question is: Does God care about
you at all?

The answer is: Yes, He does care on
all counts—and cares more than you can
fully know!

The fact is: God is about life and light—
not death and darkness.

The fact is: God has a culture, a place
where you can fit in, a place of physical
and emotional safety among true friends
of high character and good cheer. You
don’t need a dark counterculture to find
acceptance and identity.

Defying definition
We don’t have to tell you about those

involved in gothic or emo music, dress
or lifestyle. You probably know some,
and besides, in “the ever-mutating
virus we know as American pop culture,”
goth and emo mean different things to dif-
ferent people (Helen A.S. Popkin, “What
Exactly Is ‘Emo,” Anyway?” www.msnbc.
msn.com/id/11720603).

But almost everyone would agree that
real goths and emos are disaffected with
today’s culture.

Finding emo

In an article titled “Finding Emo,” Lau-
ren Sloat, contributing writer to Berkeley’s
The Daily Californian, describes “an aim-

Read more at www.VerticalThought.org

less generation of people searching for
meaning and definition” and asks, “What is
so fundamentally absent from our culture
that could make premeditations on pain
and alienation so ... attractive?”

Ms. Sloat hit the nail on the head with
that question. The answer, of course, is just
about everything. Our Western, postmod-
ern, materialistic, valueless society is lack-
ing any semblance of giving real meaning
to our lives.

“Perhaps it is the impersonalization of a
culture defined by technology that threat-
ens obscurity,” Ms. Sloat suggests. But
it is much more than that. The shallow-
ness, unfairness and downright cruelty of
society drive people away. Dysfunctional
families, meaningless school and work,
and mind-numbing entertainment doom
our modern culture.

So subcultures like goth and emo arise
and offer alternatives to the hated and
hateful pop culture. Sometimes they offer
acceptance and tolerance. Sometimes
they offer freedom and creative expres-
sion. Sometimes they offer nothing but
anger, anxiety and being tired of or bored
with life.

There’s no point in making generaliza-
tions, except this one: Like every other
culture and counterculture in human his-
tory, people cannot find what they seek in
goth or emo subcultures either. But there is
a revolutionary and rarely practiced culture

that achieves what no other can.

A great light

When Jesus Christ came to a corrupt
world, He fulfilled a prophecy recorded by
Isaiah more than 700 years before: “The
people who sat in darkness have seen a
great light, and upon those who sat in
the region and shadow of death light has
dawned” (Matthew 4:16; Isaiah 9:1-2).

Into a hopeless and meaningless world,
Jesus Christ brought real hope and mean-
ing. Though His name is well known even
today, His way of life has rarely been
understood or tried. The culture He rep-
resents runs counter to all the cultures in

Photos: iStockphoto



society. It’s truly revolutionary.

Notice how different His culture is:
“In Him was life, and the life was the
light of men. And the light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it” (John 1:4-5).

The cultures and countercultures of
today don’t understand God’s way of
life. But they will in the near future.
Christ will soon return to earth to estab-
lish His Kingdom and government over
all nations. Then the divine culture will
positively dominate.

A few decades after Jesus’ life on
earth, His true followers were viewed
as those who “turned the world upside
down” (Acts 17:6). The fact is, the
world was already upside down since
the sin of Adam and Eve. God’s cul-
ture turns it right side up. Thus it is

revolutionary—the one true counter-
culture of light.

Join the real counterculture

So what can you do?

¢ First, don’t be drawn in by today’s
cultures or countercultures.

* Second, seek God and His way
of life. Pray daily and read the Bible
to discover the meaning of your life—

a meaning and purpose you can
passionately and positively pursue.

God deeply cares for you. He wants
you to be part of His true culture, to find
out who you are as one of His children.
He wants you to feel healthy acceptance
and safety from His people. Accepting
God’s culture may involve making some
changes to your style of dress, conduct
and music to fit His high standards of
modesty, morality and
inspiration.

God wants you to
be part of His group
of like-minded, faith-
ful friends who love
and respect each other,
who seek to serve oth-
ers and who love Him
above all. Can God
count on you to be an
active part of His ulti-
mate counterculture
of light? GN

There have always been subcultures running counter to whatever
was the dominant culture. The late 1970s saw the eruption of the
virulently angry punk rock scene, with spiked hair and screeching

vocals.

In 1979 the punk band Bauhaus recorded “Bela Lugosi’s Dead”—
a song about the demise of a famous horror-film actor. “Many
young fans latched onto this mysterious, eerie sound as inspira-
tion for the budding gothic subculture” (Alicia Porter Smith,
“History of the Gothic Subculture,” gothicsubculture.com).

To counter the increasing violence of punk rock, a few bands in
the late 1980s began to do more dramatic musical performances
that became known as emotive hardcore. Fans of this variation
were labeled “emo.” The term and style died out until the turn of
the 21st century. Emo became one of the first cultural movements
born (or reborn) on the Internet through social networking sites.

eens and : The Goc
News, be sure to take a look at our com-
panion magazine, Vertical Thought, at
www.VerticalThought.org.

This magazine is specially written
for our younger Good News audi-
ence. Each issue is packed with help-
ful insight and eye-opening articles
guiding today’s young people in get-
ting the most out of life—both now
and in the future.

You'll uncover fascinating facts, meet

interesting people, discover what's
really going on behind the scenes in
our world, get answers to your ques-
tions and find practical, down-to-earth
guidance on all kinds of subjects.

Visit VerticalThought.org today!
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Such confusion is understandable. After all, our schools routinely
steep our children’s minds with a pro-evolution, anti-creation
viewpoint. We often see news reports that this or that fossil
discovery “proves” evolution and shows that we are
descended from primitive life-forms. Science books
and textbooks are full of such speculation
presented as dogmatic statements.

But what is the truth? You'll be sur-
prised to learn what many leading
scientists say!

We've pre- S
pared two S —
booklets that . —
address many of the facts -
about creation and '
evolution—facts you’ll seldom

see discussed in the news or in scientific and educational circles.

Life’s Ultimate Question: Does God Exist? and Creation or Evolution:
Does It Really Matter What You Believe? examine many eye-opening
scientific findings. You'll find both booklets fascinating reading.
Download or request your free copies today!

Visit our Web site: www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

Go to www.ucg.org/gnupdate to sign up for e-mail updates including breaking news, important announcements and more from the publishers of The Good News.



