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ecently I was studying one aspect of the history 
of the Holy Land, namely the impact that Alex-
ander the Great had on that part of the world. 

Few even realize the Holy Land was part of his empire, and perhaps 
even fewer know that one of Alexander’s goals was to transform the 
world by influencing it to adopt Greek thought and culture. 

Little did he know how wildly successful his efforts would be. 
As his soldiers established Greek colonies throughout the Middle 
East, they built theaters, arenas, schools and temples to popularize 
and establish Greek entertainment, sports, education and religion. 
To this day you can see the remains of these structures scattered 
across the landscape of the Middle East. And while they are mostly 
broken-down ruins, his ideas remain alive and well.

After Alexander’s death the Greek kingdoms that sprang from 

his empire were in time swallowed up by the Roman Empire, which 
absorbed Greek thought and culture and adopted much of it as its own. 
And through the Roman Empire many of those ancient Greek ideas 
became woven into the fabric of Western civilization and thinking. 

One idea in particular was central to Greek thought and culture— 
that man was the center of the universe, and human thought, creativity 
and ideas were the epitome of what was to be respected and admired. 

So what do ancient Greek ideas and concepts have to do with our 
world today? Very simply, they’re at the heart of an ongoing war 
of worldviews—a battle to determine which values will govern our 
lives and actions. It’s a struggle over what will shape our societies, 
civilization and our future. 

To illustrate, consider my school years several decades ago. 
To this day I can recite the prayer from the Bible that was read 

over the school intercom every morning before classes started. I 
also clearly recall several times when every student at my school 
was given a pocket-sized New Testament—two of which I still have 
with me after all these years. I remember the prayers over the loud-
speakers at every ball game. (And somehow the world didn’t come 
to an end, as some would have us believe!) 

Those days are long gone, with prayer and Bible readings—
supported and even funded by the Founding Fathers in the nation’s 
early years—banned from our schools decades ago. In their place 
children are indoctrinated with secular humanism, the same old 
Greek ideas that man is the center of the universe and we are our 
own authority for determining what is right—a lie that goes all the 
way back to the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:4-5).

That, in turn, has led to the poisonous philosophies that are cor-
rupting society and civilization, as described in this issue’s cover 
article. This war of worldviews has grave implications for all of us, 
because ultimately it comes down to whose values and standards will 
guide and govern our lives—the God of the Bible or the god of this 
present evil age, Satan the devil (2 Corinthians 4:4; Galatians 1:4). 

In The Good News, we proclaim the values and standards of a 
King and a world to come—the Kingdom of God. And we encour-
age you to adopt and live by those standards now, turning from the 
ancient lies that have produced a world of sin, suffering and death 
to a new way of life based on the light and eternal standards of our 
Creator! Won’t you join us in sharing that message of hope?

                                               —Scott Ashley, Managing editor

This war of worldviews has grave implications for all of 
us, because ultimately it comes down to whose val-
ues and standards will guide and govern our lives.
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Corrupting Society

ne rotten apple spoils the whole 
barrel,” goes the saying. The Bible 
says effectively the same thing 
using the imagery of fermenting 
yeast working its way through 

bread dough: “A little leaven leavens the 
whole lump” (1 Corinthians 5:6). This idea 
is right at the heart of the wrong values 
people live by today.

In our modern world, five “rotten apples” 
are rotting away the good morals the 
Bible teaches us. These bad apples were 
introduced in different countries, but their 
corrupting effects have gradually spread 
around the world. 

What are they, and how have these cor-
rupting ideas spread their poisonous effects 
to the lives of so many?

The philosophy of atheistic communism 
was spread mainly by the German writer 
Karl Marx, who lived in England in the 
mid-1800s.

His ideas were helped along by the bad 
conditions for workers in many countries 
during the Industrial Revolution. Suffering 
terrible hardship and abuse, working men 
were attracted to Marx’s ideas. Eventually, 
the bloody Bolshevik Revolution in Russia 

in 1917 led to the takeover by Marxist Vladi-
mir Lenin and the creation of a communist 
empire, the Russian-headed Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics (U.S.S.R.). 

After World War II, the U.S.S.R. 
imposed communism on the countries of 
Eastern Europe. In 1949, it became the 
official political system in China. Then it 
spread to other nations, like North Korea, 
Vietnam and Cuba.

In 1991, communism was overthrown  
in the Soviet Union, which then was forced 
to release its stranglehold over the countries 
of Eastern Europe—some of which are eco-
nomically thriving today in comparison to 
how things were. Of necessity communism 
has also been watered down and reshaped 
in China to allow for a more open and  
economically prosperous society. 

But morally, the world has never been 
the same. Communism—or more techni-
cally Marxist-Leninist socialism—is always 
attached to atheism. This belief has affected 
the mindset of so many political, cultural 
and educational leaders around the globe. 
Because of that, it still exerts a powerful 
influence all over the world.

O

Why is the world the way it is? What has shaped our society and 
the kind of people we are? We’ve come up with all kinds of great 
advancements—like technology, medicine and governing constitu-
tions—yet in many aspects the way we live is growing only worse 
and worse. Why?  by Mario Seiglie

“
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This rotten apple is based on four false 
ideas: 

• 1) God does not exist, and man is sim-
ply a highly evolved animal with no hope  
of an afterlife. 

• 2) Truth is relative. There is no true 
moral way to live. Everyone has the right 
to decide what is right and wrong for 
themselves. 

• 3) A one-party government should own 
both the wealth and the ways of creating 
wealth in a country. It can distribute the 
wealth however its leaders choose. This 
means the goal is to have state control over 
the economy, politics, education and religion.

• 4) Human nature is very malleable and 
can be altered by changing the environ-
ment. If goods are equally shared in a com-
munal way (the term “communism” origi-
nally meant living communally), people 
will live in peace and harmony, and the 
negative aspects of human nature will sup-

posedly wither 
away.

However, the 
institution of 
communism is 
in direct rebel-
lion against 
God’s com-
mandments, 
which back the 
right to a belief 
in God, in fam-

ily values and in personal property instead 
of the state controlling the individual. And, 
as history shows, communism has led to 
terrible atrocities, including mass murders 
such as those that took place in the Soviet 
Union, China and Cambodia. 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn, a dissident who 
suffered in the Soviet concentration camps 
and later won the Nobel Prize in literature, 
once noted, “If I were asked today to for-
mulate as concisely as possible the main 
cause of the ruinous [Soviet] Revolution 
that swallowed up some sixty million of our 
people, I could not put it more accurately 
than to repeat: Men have forgotten God; 
that’s why all this has happened . . .” 

He continued: “If I were called upon to 
identify briefly the principal trait of the 
entire Twentieth Century . . . I would . . . 
repeat once again: Men have forgotten God 
. . . Within the philosophical system of 
Marx and Lenin, and at the heart of their 
psychology, hatred of God is the principal 
driving force, more fundamental than all 
their political and economic pretensions” 
(“Men Have Forgotten God,” address when 
receiving the Templeton Prize for Progress 
in Religion in London, 1983, emphasis 
added throughout).

In the 1800s the English naturalist 
Charles Darwin developed a theory that 
human beings evolved from lower forms of 
life. Starting from single-celled amoebas, 
the lineage of human beings supposedly 
progressed to fish, then to amphibians, to 
reptiles, to mammals, to apes and finally  
to man. 

This led to the conclusion that there is no 
real meaning to life—that we are here as 
the result of blind, purposeless chance. Karl 
Marx was so thrilled with this idea that 

he asked Darwin if he could dedicate his 
famous book on communism, Das Kapital, 
to Darwin. Darwin declined, but the con-
nection between the two beliefs is very real.

Author Aldous Huxley, a great supporter 
of Darwin’s theory, made this remarkable 
admission: “For myself, as, no doubt, for 
most of my contemporaries, the philoso-
phy of meaninglessness was essentially an 
instrument of liberation. The liberation we 
desired was simultaneously liberation from 
a certain political and economic system and 
liberation from a certain system of moral-
ity. We objected to the morality because it 
interfered with our sexual freedom” (Ends 
and Means, 1941, p. 273).

As various critics of evolutionary theory 
have pointed out, if you teach a student to 
believe he’s just an animal, don’t be sur-
prised when he begins to act like one. Is it 
any surprise that many of our schools are 
breeding grounds for violence, cheating, 
sexual immorality, drug abuse and rebellion 
against authority?

However, as more and more people begin 
to critically weigh the evidence for and 
against Darwinian evolution, many are find-

ing Darwin’s 
conclusions 
astonishingly 
lacking in 
support. 

One such 
critic is molecu-
lar biologist 
Michael Denton, 
who wrote of 
Darwin’s the-
ory: “One might 

have expected that a theory of such cardinal 
importance, a theory that literally changed 
the world, would have been something more 
than metaphysics, something more than a 
myth. Ultimately the Darwinian theory of 
evolution is no more nor less than the great 
cosmogenic myth of the twentieth century” 
(Evolution: A Theory in Crisis, 1985, p. 
358). For more on this subject, download 
or request our free booklets Creation or 
Evolution: Does It Really Matter What 
You Believe? and Life’s Ultimate Question: 
Does God Exist? 

Austrian neurologist Sigmund Freud, 
the father of psychoanalysis, developed 
his methods and views on psychology in 
the late 1800s and early 1900s. His teach-
ings on the subject centered on removing 
guilt from sinful acts and promoting sexual 
liberation as a way of avoiding mental and 
emotional disorders.

He insisted that sexual cravings, fun-
damental to human thought and behavior, 
should be freed. This idea wasn’t accepted 
in society or academic circles before his 

Since the fall of the Soviet Union, the world has not been 
the same morally. Communism, or technically, marxist-
leninist socialism, is always attached to atheism.
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time. Freud’s drive theory suggested that 
people are instinctually driven from birth 
by the desire to experience physical plea-
sure. And he saw moral repression of this 
drive as damaging to mental health.

As Freud’s ideas spread and caught on, 
there was a loosening of society’s sexual 
morals in the 20th century—paving the way 
to widespread depravity.

Indeed, all three rotten apples we’ve  
discussed so far 
have worked 
together in this 
vein. However, 
there is growing 
disregard for 
them. Author 
Phillip Johnson, 
a law profes-
sor and science 
writer, stated: 

“Every his-
tory of the twentieth century lists three 
thinkers as preeminent in influence: 
Darwin, Marx and Freud. All three were 
regarded as ‘scientific’ (and hence far more 
reliable than anything ‘religious’) in their 
heyday. Yet Marx and Freud have fallen, 
and even their dwindling bands of fol-
lowers no longer claim that their insights 
were based on any methodology remotely 
comparable to that of experimental science. 
I am convinced that Darwin is next on the 
block. His fall will be by far the mightiest 
of the three” (Defeating Darwinism by 
Opening Minds, 1997, p. 113).

Yet the influence of these figures, even 
the first two, has not gone away. Their cor-
ruption is still spreading even now, subvert-
ing the thinking of old and young alike 
and thriving in many university campuses 
around the world. And two additional “rot-
ten apples” have helped make our world 
stagger even further from the true God of 
the Bible and His way of life, corrupting the 
hearts and minds of millions more people.

The birth control pill, invented in the 
United States in the 1950s, was approved 
for contraceptive use in the country in 1960. 
Before “the pill,” most women were afraid 
of having sex before marriage because of 

the high risk of an unwanted pregnancy. 
Yet, after its availability, it became a cheap 
and convenient way to avoid pregnancy. 
And it helped launch the sexual revolution 
of the 1960s in much of the world.

In the wake of that largely immoral revo-
lution, and in spite of the birth control pill, 
there are only more unwanted pregnancies 
than ever before.

A recent news story titled “Out-of-
Wedlock Births Society’s ‘New Normal’” 
pointed out some startling findings: “More 

children are now being born outside of 
marriage, according to a new study by the 
National Marriage Project and the Institute 
for American Values. The report focuses on 
what it calls ‘middle-America,’ the nearly 
60 percent of Americans who complete 
high school but not college. 

“Among that group, 44 percent of chil-
dren are now born outside of marriage. 
That’s up from 13 percent in the 1980s. 
‘America is at a tipping point, with unwed 
childbearing threatening to become a new 
norm,’ study co-author Brad Wilcox said. 
Research shows children born or raised  
outside of marriage are more likely to  
suffer from a range of social and emotional 
problems” (CBN News, Dec. 18, 2012).

This is not to say that contraception is 
wrong, as perhaps practiced by married 
couples in trying to determine when they 
have children. The problem lies in using a 

method of avoiding consequences as license 
to commit sexual immorality. We see the 
same problem with the promotion of other 
methods of contraception and protection 
from sexually transmissible diseases today.

The fact is, immorality eventually catches 
up with individuals and societies that con-
done and indulge in it. Combined with the 
other rotten apples listed earlier, the result 
has been a growing number of plagues 
afflicting our societies today—exploding 
sexual promiscuity, epidemics of sexually 
transmitted diseases, broken homes and 
families, rampant pornography, child abuse, 
sexual perversion and more.

In 1962 and 1963 the U.S. Supreme 
Court, led by liberal chief justice Earl 
Warren, made the decisions to ban prayer 
and Bible reading from American public 
schools. This removal of God from educa-

tional systems 
has also spread 
around most of 
the world.

Randall Price, 
an archaeologist 
and religious 
writer, recently 
commented in 
his newsletter 
about the impact 
of these water-

shed decisions and the 1973 decision to 
legalize abortion:

“These decisions affected our society’s 
moral consciousness . . . by making human-
ism the only religion sanctioned in the 
public education system and demeaning 
the value of human life. Over the years 
since these anti-values became a part of our 
national values, we have witnessed degen-

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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“We ask why there is violence in our schools but we’ve 
systematically removed God from our schools. Should  
we be so surprised that schools would become a 
place of carnage?”

Sigmund Freud

Earl Warren
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eration in our society, especially with our 
youth who never knew other values once 
were accepted and practiced under the law 
in our nation. 

“We have also witnessed the government 
and the private sector increasing[ly] apply 
these anti-values in ways and to an extent 
that may never have been envisioned by the 
justices that rendered their original deci-
sions (such as prayer and the mention of 
God at commencements and sports events 

and expressions of public faith . . .).
“However, while expressions of Christian 

values are prohibited or denounced, these 
anti-values are marketed wholesale through 
the entertainment industry (movies, TV, 
and video games) that saturates our culture 
with trivial violence and death, creating the 
illusion that wanton murder is just a game 
and the hero is the one with the ‘baddest’ 
weapons! This was one of the traits of the 
young man who murdered the teachers and 
children in Connecticut” (“What’s Wrong 
With Our Country?” World of the Bible 
News & Views, Winter 2012, p. 21).

As it often has after terrible tragedies 
like the school killings in Newtown, Con-
necticut, in December 2012, the following 
fictional letter exchange between a student 

and God made the internet rounds. It begins 
with a question: “Dear God, Why do you 
allow so much violence in our schools? 
Signed, a concerned student.” And this is 
the reply: “Dear Concerned Student, I’m not 
allowed in schools. —God.”

Former Arkansas governor and presi-
dential candidate Mike Huckabee stated it 
well when he said: “We ask why there is 
violence in our schools but we’ve system-
atically removed God from our schools. 

Should we be so surprised that schools 
would become a place of carnage?” (inter-
view on Fox News, Dec. 14, 2012).

Indeed, the expulsion of God from 
schools was followed by an accelerated rise 
in all manner of societal ills.

Sorting out the rotten apples
It’s important to realize that these five 

“rotten apples” have affected society in  
a profound way—their toxic corruption  
permeating it throughout.

The Bible describes the last generation 
before Jesus Christ returns to earth, and it’s 
not a pleasant picture. It should be obvious 
that these “rotten apples” have much to do 
with this.

Notice the apostle Paul’s prophecy of 

what conditions would be like just before 
Jesus Christ returns to earth to save man-
kind from extinction: “You must understand 
this: In the last days there will be violent 
periods of time. People will be selfish and 
love money. They will brag, be arrogant, 
and use abusive language. They will curse 
their parents, show no gratitude, have no 
respect for what is holy, and lack normal 
affection for their families. 

“They will refuse to make peace with 
anyone. They will be slanderous, lack self-
control, be brutal, and have no love for what 
is good. They will be traitors. They will 
be reckless and conceited. They will love 
pleasure rather than God” (2 Timothy 3:1-4, 
God’s Word Translation).

Doesn’t this define the world we live in 
today? Read or listen to the news or watch 
TV. The lack of moral and spiritual values 
is glaring.

So what can we do about it? The answer 
is: We can’t change society, but we can 
change ourselves—and even more so with 
God’s help.

Paul said it well in another passage: “So 
then, my friends, because of God’s great 
mercy to us I appeal to you: Offer your-
selves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated 
to his service and pleasing to him . . . Do 
not conform yourselves to the standards 
of this world, but let God transform you 
inwardly by a complete change of your 
mind. Then you will be able to know the 
will of God—what is good and is pleas-
ing to him and is perfect” (Romans 12:1-2, 
Good News Bible).

Throw out the rotten apples. Learn the 
truth about the incredible future God has 
planned for you! From your heart and  
mind follow God’s ways—the true values—
and reject the “anti-values” of this present, 
evil world!  GN
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How can you counter the poi-
sonous affects of the five “rot-
ten apples” that have spread 
so much harm to our world? A 
good place to start is with sev-
eral of our free booklets—What 
Is Your Destiny?, Life’s Ultimate 
Question: Does God Exist?, Is the Bible True? and 
Creation or Evolution: Does It Really Matter What 
You Believe? Download or request your free copies 
today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or 
request or download them from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

“In the last days there will be violent periods of time. 
People will be selfish and love money. They will brag, be 
arrogant, and use abusive language. They will curse their 
parents, show no gratitude . . .’’— 2 Timothy 3:1-4, GWT.
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hough the theory of evolution has 
widespread acceptance, its origins are 
more sinister than most people have 
been led to believe. Charles Darwin 
launched evolution into the public eye 

with his works on the subject, but the idea 
didn’t originate with him. The germs of it 
were ancient! The Greek philosopher Epicu-
rus (341-270 B.C.) “saw the world and all life 
as part of a self-creating cosmos, with life 
just happening” (Marvin Olasky, “Staring  
at Death,” World, July 13, 2013). 

Epicureanism existed for several centu-
ries after the death of Epicurus. At its core 
this philosophy emphasized physical plea-
sure as the primary goal in living. It denied 
any spiritual component to life.

The Roman poet and philosopher Lucre-
tius (99-55 B.C.) was an Epicurean and so 
believed pleasure was the ultimate good. 
He described the ideal life this way: “Men 
can lie on soft turf side by side under a tall 
tree’s branches near a stream, and easily, 
pleasantly, care for creature needs” (On 
the Nature of Things, translated by Frank 

Copley, 1977, p. 29).
Lucretius also believed that man had no 

chance for immortality. He wrote, “‘Asleep 
in death’; so shall you be for all that’s left of 
time” (p. 77). He believed there is no such 
thing as divine intervention, miracles or 
eternal life.

Lucretius had a view of the beginning of 
life that sounds amazingly like spontaneous 
generation: “Rightly the earth is left then 
with the name of mother, since of the earth 
all things are born. And even now from 
earth rise many creatures molded by rain 
and by the sun’s hot breath” (p. 131). 

Darwin popularized old ideas
Charles Darwin was not the first evolu-

tionist, even in modern times. In fact, his 
grandfather, Erasmus Darwin, was also  
an evolutionist (Paul Johnson, Darwin: 
Portrait of a Genius, 2012, p. 41).

Charles Darwin just popularized the 
idea of evolution with the publication of his 
book On the Origin of Species. Eventually 
the concept of evolution would sweep the 

world. And this was not a “harmless” idea. 
It would be destined to give root to much 
evil—including the deaths of millions of 
innocent people, as we’ll see shortly. Evo-
lutionary theory is the enemy of civil life, 
love, religion and God.

Many scientists and professors are con-
verts to what amounts to the religion of 
evolution. Here is what one evolutionary 
biologist wrote: “Evolution is the most 
important concept in biology. There is not 
a single Why? question in biology that can 
be answered adequately without a consid-
eration of evolution. But the importance of 
this concept goes far beyond biology. The 
thinking of modern humans, whether we 
realize it or not, is profoundly affected—
one is almost tempted say determined—by 
evolutionary thinking” (Ernst Mayr, What 
Evolution Is, 2001, p. xiii, emphasis added 
throughout).

Professor Mayr is correct in saying that 
the thinking of “modern humans” is pro-
foundly affected. It has deceived millions 
of people into thinking that life has no tran-
scendent purpose. Famed evolutionist and 
atheistic activist Richard Dawkins said that 
there is “no design, no purpose” in our exis-
tence. His conclusion is that human beings 
blindly “dance” to the music of our own 
DNA (River Out of Eden, 1995, p. 133).

Well, countless human beings have 

World News & Prophecy

Especially in the Western world, most people simply accept the 
theory of Darwinian evolution as a fact. What many don’t know is 
that this theory is partially responsible for many of the most tragic 
historical events of the 20th century.  by Noel Hornor 

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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danced many insane “jigs”! Their “spiritual 
insanity” ranges from unbiblical discrimi-
nation to evil eugenics to cold-blooded 
murder. One of Darwin’s own teachers, 
Adam Sedgwick, warned that humanity 
under the influence of evolutionary thought 
“would abandon all the moral codes that 
allowed civilization to survive” (Carl Zim-
mer, commentary within Charles Darwin, 
The Descent of Man, and Selection in 
Relation to Sex, 2007, p. 151).

Moral codes that govern society have 
often been compromised. Often the failure 
of morality can be directly traceable to evo-
lution and disbelief in God. Examples range 
from simple discrimination to outright 
brutality.

From Darwin to Hitler
Here is what Viktor Frankl, a Holocaust 

survivor, had to say about the influence of 

evolutionary thought in the development of 
the holocaust:

“The gas chambers of Auschwitz were 
the ultimate consequence of the theory that 
man is nothing but the product of heredity 
and environment—or, as the Nazi liked 
to say, of ‘Blood and Soil.’ I am abso-
lutely convinced that the gas chambers of 
Auschwitz, Treblinka, and Maidanek were 
ultimately prepared not in some Ministry 
or other in Berlin, but rather at the desks 
and in the lecture halls of nihilistic scien-
tists and philosophers” (The Doctor and 
the Soul: From Psychotherapy to Logo-
therapy, 1986, p. xxvii).

Hitler claimed to be a promoter of Chris-

tianity. Observe what he once said to a 
group of pastors: “Reverend sirs . . . I have 
gladly accepted your invitation in order to 
make known to you my program for the 
churches. I would like to convince you that 
I am working for the moral recovery of our 
nation just as you are.

“Since her defeat, Germany needs 
Christianity more than ever. She needs 
the churches. We must halt the movement 
of the godless. We need your support. We 
need the support of all who have the inter-
ests of the Fatherland at heart” (Leo Stein, 
Hitler Came for Niemoeller: The Nazi War 
Against Religion, 2003, p. 78).

In retrospect it’s clear that Hitler’s appeal 
was simply dishonest doublespeak. Author 
William Shirer noted that, far from restor-
ing a Christian morality to the country, 
“the Nazi regime intended eventually 
to destroy Christianity in Germany, if it 

could, and substitute the old paganism of 
the early tribal Germanic gods and the new 
paganism of the Nazi extremists” (The Rise 
and Fall of the Third Reich, 2011, p. 240).

Christianity, with its focus on helping 
others, was looked on as weak contrasted 
with the “might makes right” philosophy 
born in part out of Darwinian “survival  
of the fittest” and violence in the evolution 
of species.

The concept of evolution was also highly 
influential in the development of eugenics. 
Hitler believed in the superiority of the 
German people and that they had a right 
to improve the human race by eliminat-
ing “lesser” groups of people (Richard 

Weikart, From Darwin to Hitler, 2004,  
p. 212).

The Nazis were determined to make sure 
that the Jews didn’t survive and “evolve 
any further.” So senior officials of the 
Nazi regime held a conference in 1942 at 
Wannsee, Germany, a suburb of Berlin, 
to lay out “the final solution” and inform 
administrative leaders of departments 
responsible for various policies relating  
to Jews.

One of the most significant statements  
of their official policy was as follows:  
“In the course of the final solution and 
under appropriate leadership, the Jews 
should be put to work in the East. In large, 
single-sex labor columns, Jews fit to work 
will work their way eastward constructing 
roads. Doubtless the large majority will be 
eliminated by natural causes. 

“Any final remnant that survives will 
doubtless consist of the most resistant ele-
ments. They will have to be dealt with 
appropriately, because otherwise, by natu-
ral selection, they would form the germ cell 
of a new Jewish revival” (Mark Roseman, 
The Wannsee Conference and the Final 
Solution, 2002, p. 101).

The death toll from godless states
The statement from the Wannsee Con-

ference uses several phrases showing that 
the survival-of-the-fittest doctrine from the 
theory of evolution was used to attempt to 
exterminate ethnic groups of people. Yet 
this was not the only mass-extermination 
“experiment” in the 20th century by totali-
tarian regimes.

“If you were just to examine the big 
three atheistic regimes of the twentieth 
century—Mao in China, Stalin in Russia, 
and Hitler in Nazi Germany—then you 
would discover that they are responsible for 
more than 100 million deaths. This number 
does not even include death tolls from other 
regimes like Pol Pot’s mass killings in 
Cambodia” (Sean McDowell and Jonathan 
Morrow, Is God Just a Human Invention? 
2010, pp. 138-139).

Obviously the lack of faith in a just, 
watchful God only created more intense 
violence and immorality in these societ-
ies. The most vulnerable citizens were the 
ones to suffer because of a worldview that 
rejects the Creator God as the ultimate 
moral authority. This is the reality at the 
root of secular societies.

“The fool has said in his heart, ‘There  
is no God.’ They are corrupt, they have 
done abominable works, there is none  

“The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ They are 
corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none 
who does good”—Psalm 14:1.
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who does good” (Psalm 14:1).
Such a person either truly believes there 

is no God or he or she doesn’t care. “God is 
not important in his life,” one commentary 
on this scripture notes. “He shuts off the 
affairs of this world from divine interven-
tion and denies any personal accountability 
to God for his actions” (Expositor’s Bible 
Commentary, Vol. 5, p. 143). And the prob-
lem is widespread: “As God observes man-
kind, he is overwhelmed by the evil he sees. 
It seems as if ‘all have turned aside,’ have 
‘become corrupt,’ and no one ‘does good’” 
(ibid., p. 145).

That is the way it was in the days of Noah 
(see Genesis 6:5), and Jesus said things 
would be this way again at the end of this 
age (Matthew 24:37). Sadly, humanity will 
continue down this path of degradation as 
we reject God.

Social Darwinism and its effects
Darwinian evolutionists believe that life 

evolved. Social Darwinism is the idea that 
ruthless, atheistic egotism is the most suc-
cessful policy. In other words, each indi-
vidual’s best course of action is to take care 
of oneself, regardless of the consequences  
for others.

It also posits that life evolves not only 
biologically, but also intellectually and cul-
turally. And those people deemed superior 
to others in these various ways are reckoned 
as having more of a right to life. 

If law, government and religion evolved, 
that means there are no absolutes. This 
makes for an “anything goes” society. You 
can do whatever you want. Superiors can 
kill inferiors in innocence, as the thinking 
goes—and as has been the practice of a 
number of genocidal governments.

Why Jesus Christ must return
When Jesus Christ gathered with His 

disciples a short time before His death, they 
asked Him what signs would precede His 
return to earth.

Jesus answered with a list of conditions 
and events, starting with early problems 
extant in that day that would spike in fre-
quency and intensity toward the end of the 
age: “For nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. And there 
will be famines, pestilences, and earth-
quakes in various places. All of these  
are the beginning of sorrows” (Matthew 
24:7-8). 

These things have been on the rise in the 
past century and will become increasingly 
worse. Astronomer and author Martin Rees 

commented that though natural disaster has 
been humanity’s greatest threat throughout 
the ages, modern society is most challenged 
by warfare and genocide: 

“One estimate suggests that in the two 
world wars and their aftermath, 187 million 
perished by war, massacre, persecution, 
or policy-induced famine. The twentieth 
century was perhaps the first during which 
more were killed by war and totalitarian 
regimes than by natural disasters” (Our 
Final Hour, 2004, pp. 25-26). In war,  
anything goes!

The theory of evolution and the atheism 
and social Darwinism it has led to are the 
result of a world that has turned its back 
on God. This is a world tumbling toward 
a time of great trouble as foretold by Jesus 
Christ. 

The second seal of Revelation also proph-
esies a time of horrendous war: “When he 
opened the second seal, I heard the second 
living creature call out, ‘Come!’ And out 
came another horse, bright red; its rider was 
permitted to take peace from the earth, so 
that people would slaughter one another; 
and he was given a great sword” (Revela-
tion 6:3-4, New Revised Standard Version).

This sobering vision depicts a bloody 
world brought about by mankind’s rejection 
of God and the amoral, empty premise of 
Darwinian evolution. 

God’s message, however, is ultimately 
one of hope. The Bible tells us that Jesus 

Christ will intervene to prevent the war of 
wars from coming to the point of annihilat-
ing humanity: “And unless those days were 
shortened, no flesh would be saved [alive]” 
(Matthew 24:22). 

Christ will return at the seventh trumpet 
to save mankind from this end (Revelation 
11:15). Some rebels and evolutionists may 
curse and blaspheme God (compare Revela-
tion 16:11). Yet if they deeply repent, they  
can receive salvation from the God they 
currently defy and despise.

In time, according to God’s purpose and 

plan, mankind will finally learn how evil 
the way of warfare and the other deadly 
ideas that flow from Darwinian evolution 
truly are. Then the peace of the Kingdom  
of God will reign forever!  GN

Ph
ot

os
: W

ik
im

ed
ia

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

Many people assume Darwin-
ian evolution is true. After all, 
it’s taught as fact almost ev-
erywhere to almost everyone. 
But is it indeed fact? What 
does evidence from a number 
of scientific fields really show? 
You need to read our free booklet Creation or Evolu-
tion: Does It Really Matter What You Believe? Down-
load or request your free copy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

“one estimate suggests that in the two world wars and 
their aftermath, 187 million perished by war, massacre, 
persecution, or policy-induced famine.”
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AssassinationThe Kennedy

An American Turning Point
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remember the moment and where I was 
when I heard the news. I remember what 
the weather was like that day. I remember 
who told me, and I can still hear the shock 
and anxious tone in her voice: “Did you 

hear that President Kennedy was killed?”
I was a 12-year-old junior high school 

student, and it was the last thing I ever 
expected to hear. Presidential assassina-
tions were something you read about in a 
history book. Yes, Abraham Lincoln had 
been assassinated long ago, but surely not 

someone of our time and place.
What did this mean for our country—and 

what would it mean for our future?

A long, sad weekend
We began to watch a piece of living 

history play out that weekend. Gradually 
details become known. It was the first big 
news event of the time that caused us to 
hang on every word of the news commenta-
tors. We stared at the fuzzy black-and-white 
images of first Dallas, and then the arrival 

in Washington that night of Air Force One, 
which carried the body of the slain presi-
dent as well as his successor, now President 
Lyndon Johnson. The coffin, the widow, the 
grieving family—all were confirmations the 
grisly event had indeed occurred.

A horse-drawn caisson bearing the flag-
draped coffin made its way from the White 
House to the Capitol to Arlington Cemetery 
over the next three days. The steady muffled 
drum beat moved the world’s dignitaries 
through the streets of the capital. We were 
stunned when we heard on that Sunday that 
accused assassin Lee Harvey Oswald was 
shot and killed in Dallas while being trans-
ferred between jails—another seemingly 
senseless act that was not fully understood.

Finally, on the sunny Monday afternoon, 
the body was laid to rest, and Jacqueline 
Kennedy lit the eternal flame that still burns 
today at the grave site. Those four days 

I

This November marks 50 years since President John F. Kennedy 
was assassinated while riding in a motorcade in Dallas, Texas. 
The news stunned the nation and the world. November 22, 1963, 
marked a turning point for America. Those who remember the day 
are still trying to understand what it meant.  by Darris McNeely
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were a blur as I look back from a perspec-
tive of 50 years. As the dust settled and we 
learned more, we sometimes discovered we 
understood even less.

A special government commission con-
cluded Kennedy’s death was the act of one 
man acting alone. Ideas that there was a 
larger tangled web of conspiracy behind 
the assassination quickly sprang to life. The 
suspicion that others, even other gunmen, 
were involved has never been fully resolved 
for some. Perhaps it matters little now. Most 
of the main characters in that drama are 
dead. So much has happened since that day. 
So much has changed.

A 50-year assessment
But, again, what did this mean for Amer-

ica? Why is it important to remember and 
learn? A 50-year span in the Bible would 
mark a time of the year of Jubilee, a year of 
complete release of debts and a resetting of 
the economics of the nation. Fifty years is a 
good place to take an assessment and mark 
some key generational lessons from one 
time to another.

For the baby boomer generation, the 
killing of John Kennedy seems to mark a 
period of social change that defines our life. 
There was the America before November 
22 and the America after November 22. 
This singular event marks a moment when 
comfortable assumptions about the world 
and life were altered just enough to allow 
the changes hanging around the fringes of 
society to come full center, ushering in the 
sweeping social changes of the 1960s.

If the young charismatic president could 
be killed in the streets of a major American 
city, what did that mean for our lives? If life 
could be ended so tragically, so suddenly—
the leader of the free world gunned down—
then anything could happen to anyone. All 
things could change randomly without pur-
pose. Life, many came to conclude, should 
be lived for the moment without thought  
for tomorrow.

Looking back, we can mark a number of 
features that changed the social landscape. 
One was the sexual revolution of the 1960s. 
The birth control pill had been around for 
a few years. This easy-to-use and reliable 
contraceptive pretty well prevented preg-
nancy. Its availability underlay the new sex-
ual revolution, the period of “free love” that 
spawned a whole subculture of promiscuity.

Barriers went down. Behavior that was 
at least tempered by a moral code became 
open, accepted and a part of the fabric of 
life. And the problem was exacerbated by 

two landmark Supreme Court decisions  
in 1962 and 1963 to ban prayer and Bible 
reading in public schools.

Following the expulsion of God from 
American classrooms, the push for sexual 
freedom eventually led to abortion rights 
and then on to the politicizing of sexual 
orientation with the gay rights agendas of 
today. Where was the tipping point? It’s 
hard to say. But looking back at a 50-year 
period, one can trace the thread of change 
and see its faint origins. The state of moral-
ity in America today was not always what 

we see. Many of us have lived long enough 
to see the change.

My comment to today’s young generation 
that does not have the perspective of the 
past 50 years is this:

Look at why past generations tried to 
lift society to high levels by teaching and 
publicly endorsing a standard of behavior 
based on a Christian biblical code. It was 
to protect families and individuals from the 
effects of destructive personal behavior.

Society is better when families are intact. 
Families are better when the father is in the 
home supporting and honoring the mother. 
This makes the children secure and gives 
them better chances for success in life.

Every family study of the past 50 years 
shows the detrimental impact of divorce, 
one-parent families and children born out 
of wedlock. Every perspective of the family 
the past 50 years has seen a decline from the 
model God set in place in Scripture to guide 
the family in creating a strong, stable society.

Decline in government
I have lived long enough to see another 

major shift. It is the plummeting respect for 
governing institutions, laws and people who 
serve in high office.

The youthful and charismatic John Ken-
nedy, despite his failings, was viewed as a 
bold, inspiring and visionary leader. His 
successor upon his death, Lyndon Johnson, 
lacked the same persona and air about him. 
Johnson embroiled America in the Vietnam 
War, and public backlash kept him from 
seeking a second term in office. The next 
president, Richard Nixon, had to resign in 
disgrace after lying to cover up his knowl-

edge of the tawdry affair called Watergate.
Government in America today has 

reached a level of mediocrity that imperils 
its standing as the leading nation in the 
world. Massive government debt accumu-
lated over 50 years threatens not only the 
nation’s role as the preeminent economic 
power but its role as the leading military 
power in the world.

Politicians are unable or unwilling to 
effectively deal with the economic troubles 
that impact health care, retirement and 
economic stability. Confidence in leader-
ship in 2013 seems at such a low point that 
it would take many years and a new level 
of competence to erase the effect of recent 
decades.

Fifty years later the leadership of this 
great nation is in a sad condition. Problems 
of debt, immigration, gender politics and 
social breakdown stare us in the face, and 
no one in leadership can sound a clear call 
to action that would lead us from the brink 
of collapse back to a position of stability 
with positive hope for the future.

All this did not begin on or because of 
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Lyndon B. Johnson takes the oath of office next to Jackie Kennedy just hours after the assassination.
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November 22, 1963. No single event can 
always tag the problem or the solution. 
What arises is a zeitgeist or spirit of an age, 
defining how people are and think during 
a period. If it’s ultimately self-destructive, 
this can, if not reversed, eventually kill a 
people.

Just as population levels can reach such 
a low point that it becomes impossible 
to recover and decline is inevitable, so a 
spiritual condition can arise and become 
so deeply ingrained that a collapse will 
occur unless deep change—on the order 

of national repentance as called for in the 
Bible—takes place. Fifty years on from the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy, we are at 
that place.

Why pick this event?
Choosing President Kennedy’s assas-

sination as marking a turning point in time 
is not done at random. This event defines 
a period in American history that will be 
studied by future generations as the time 
when seeds of a bitter harvest were sown. It 
will be seen as the time when the singular 
great nation of history, the United States of 
America, began to falter and fail under a 
growing burden of sin.

Like the ancient nation of Israel, which 
broke covenant with God and rejected what 

was good, we have sown the seeds of our 
destruction. We have erected idols of sta-
tus, celebrity, fame and self in place of the 
laws and teachings of God the Creator. On 
that day in Dallas we lost our innocence 
and embarked on our own paths of destruc-
tion. It has taken us five decades of further 
stumbling to get to this point.

The prophet Hosea spoke God’s words to 
the people of Israel at a similar moment in 
their story:

“Sound the alarm! The enemy descends 
like an eagle on the people of the Lord, for 
they have broken my covenant and revolted 
against my law. Now Israel pleads with me, 
‘Help us, for you are our God!’ But it is 
too late. The people of Israel have rejected 
what is good, and now their enemies will 
chase after them” (Hosea 8:1-3, New Living 
Translation).

Today, America’s enemies hover around 
our fortified walls and call for our downfall. 
That is what the war on terror is all about. 
Terrorists plot to kill our citizens, whether 
on our soil or in our foreign embassies. 
They wish us ill. Whether out of envy, fear 
or ignorance of who we are and what we 
stand for, they plot our demise. Like a pred-
ator from the sky, they swoop down and 
inflict another wound. And God says it’s 
because we have revolted against His law.

These are strong words to consider. These 
words define the core of our problem—we 
have broken and defied the law of God. So 

we call out for help, but the answers don’t 
come.

Hosea continues: “They have planted the 
wind and will harvest the whirlwind. The 
stalks of grain wither and produce noth-
ing to eat. And even if there is any grain, 
foreigners will eat it. The people of Israel 
have been swallowed up; they lie among 
the nations like an old discarded pot. Like a 
wild donkey looking for a mate, they have 
gone up to Assyria.

“The people of Israel have sold themselves 
—sold themselves to many lovers. But 
though they have sold themselves to many 
allies, I will now gather them together for 
judgment. Then they will writhe under the 
burden of the great king” (verses 7-10, NLT).

Most people in America today would 

scoff at the idea of this generation being 
called to account in a judgment from God. 
Yet could it be possible that this generation 
has “planted the wind” and will “harvest 
the whirlwind,” eating the bitter stalks of 
withered grain?

What does it mean?
Fifty years on from the killing of Presi-

dent Kennedy, what can we learn? Here is 
what you should consider. America, and for 
that matter the English-speaking nations of 
Great Britain, Australia and Canada, face 
a defining moment with their place in the 
world. Their time in history is changing. 
They “lie among the nations” discarded 
and discounted by the measurements that 
matter—godly righteousness and obedience 
to the Ten Commandments.

While our affluent lifestyle continues—
and only God knows how long that will 
continue—there is still time for you to con-
sider your life before Him and turn to Him 
in heartfelt change, what the Bible calls 
repentance.

Use this time yet before you to consider 
what you read here in The Good News. 
Prove what we teach and say. Compare it 
with the Bible. Take this message person-
ally and ask what God is saying to you as 
you read this article in this magazine at this 
point in your life.

And to see the fact of societal decline 
even more clearly, take an honest look at the 
quality and condition of your community 
and your world. Things are getting worse, 
and the worst is yet to come. 

But you can improve your life. You can 
learn the lessons of recent history and 
make decisions in your life that will reverse 
the decline you may be experiencing. You 
are responsible for your life, and you alone 
can change!  GN

Society is better when families are intact. Families are 
better when the father is in the home supporting and 
honoring the mother. This makes the children secure and 
gives them better chances for success in life.

What’s behind the enormous 
social changes that have swept 
over the United States in the 
last 50 years? What do they 
portend for the future? Is there 
more to the story than meets 
the eye—an incredible saga 
foretold many centuries ago in the pages of your 
Bible? You need to read our eye-opening booklet  
The United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy. 
Download or request your free copy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets
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Keeping up with major news developments and 
global trends remains a serious Christian respon-

sibility. Secular news magazines of course recognize 
its importance. Time magazine’s new managing edi-
tor, Nancy Gibbs, observed: “We all know we need 
to stay on top of the news because we ’ve been living 
through a decade of unprecedented change, enor-
mous events that we can neither escape nor ignore. 
And while there is a vast amount of information avail-
able, all that data . . . can have the perverse effect 
of making us feel less aware, less informed, unsure 
of what to believe or whom to trust” (Sept. 17, 2013, 
emphasis added throughout).

This lead editorial is well-stated, implying the 
necessity of wise selection and an ultimate source 
we can fully trust. Yet scores of millions around the 
world virtually ignore the news and seek to escape 
from it.

The Bible (truly the ultimate arbiter) warns us 

against avoiding what we don’t want to hear. It tells of 
“the sons of Issachar who had understanding of the 
times, to know what Israel ought to do” (1 Chronicles 
12:32). How much more do our leaders need this 

biblical understanding today! (See the next item on 
America and Britain.)

Three times in five verses Jesus Christ warns us 
to watch (Mark 13:32-37). Consider also His solemn 
instruction to “watch and pray always” in Luke 21:34-
36. Most people will be taken by surprise when the 
end comes. But readers of The Good News need not 
be misled like the vast majority. (Source: Time.)

The critical importance of being wisely informed
  by John Ross Schroeder and Jerold Aust
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Avoid involvement  
in the Middle East?

B loomberg Businessweek published an article 
by Peter Beinart, a Daily Beast columnist 

and university professor, that originally appeared 
online with the title “Obama Should Give Peace a 
Chance With Iran” (Sept. 19, 2013). Its later print 
title was “The Middle East Is Burning: Let’s Stay 
Out of the Fire” (Sept. 23-29). This piece reflects 
much of present American thinking and sounds 
good on the surface. After all, as he points out, 
“the military is exhausted. The American public 
is polarized. The government is in debt.” Wit-
ness the recent congressional budget impasse 
between the Democrats and the Republicans. 

America’s leaders don’t seem to fully grasp 
that, like it or not, the nation is already deeply 
involved in the Middle East. It has been in Iraq 
twice in the last three decades. And it is now 
encouraging a revival of the so-called Israeli-
Palestinian peace process. The Bible and secular 
history have shown us that no nation can involve 
itself in Middle Eastern affairs without getting 
its proverbial fingers badly burnt. This region 
remains at the center of world tensions and will 
remain so until Jesus Christ rules over all nations 
in the age to come. 

The city of Jerusalem is a major focal point 
of Bible prophecy—along with the all the sur-
rounding region of the Middle East. Zechariah 
12:3 makes it clear that God “will make Jeru-
salem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all 
who would heave it away will be surely be cut 
in pieces.” Nations will gather at Armageddon 
in northern Israel to battle and will end up fight-
ing Jesus Christ at His coming. (To understand 
more, request “Armageddon: The End of the 
World?”—a free reprint article available online 
and in print.)

The present approach to negotiations with Iran 
can cut both ways. America is looking for a way 
out of this ongoing nuclear dilemma. Focusing on 
the friendly diplomatic gestures of Iranian Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani overlooks the fact that ulti-
mate responsibility for national policy rests with 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei. This Bloomberg 
article acknowledges the possibility that “Iran’s 
leaders will never help broker a Syrian peace pact 
that ushers Assad out of power, or accept the kind 
of tough international oversight necessary to keep 
the country from getting a nuclear weapon.”

If meaningful negotiations do in fact occur 
without panning out, returning Iran to radical hos-
tility against the West, things could very well turn 
out worse than ever before. For help in gaining a 
proper historic and prophetic overview, download 
or ask for our free booklet The Middle East in Bible 
Prophecy. (Source: Bloomberg Businessweek.)

over a very short time Western intervention in 
Syria seemed to be coming at a fast pace. Brit-

ain’s Prime Minister David Cameron advocated mili-
tary intervention from the air, but he then suffering 
the acute embarrassment of a decisive rejection by 
the House of Commons. 

U.S. President Barack Obama likewise stated a 
determination to intervene with air strikes. Yet his 
appeal to the U.S. Congress for support was cleverly 
interrupted by Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
surprising proposal to get Syria’s Bashar al-Assad 
to destroy his chemical weapons.

On the surface Putin’s counter-intervention got 
America, Britain and the West off the hook in Syria. 
But what about consequences—simple cause and 
effect?

The Economist ’s lead editorial put forward an 
excellent analysis in late September, stating: “But 
this week, a decade after the invasion of Iraq, it 
suddenly became clear just how far the influence of 
the West has ebbed. The pity is how few Americans 
and Europeans seem to care about that” (“America, 
Russia and Syria: The Weakened West,” Sept. 21, 
2013).

As Edward Luce expressed it in the Financial 
Times in another context: “Credibility matters. It may 
be hard to pin down, but you know when it is leak-
ing” (“Washington’s Rolling Seizures Short-Circuit 
US Soft Power,” Oct. 6). This remains a critical long-
term trend that we cannot afford to ignore. 

The Economist ’s insightful analysis continues: 
“Yet the deal looks good only because the mess Mr 
Obama had got himself into was so bad. Step back, 
and the outcome looks rotten. For a start, the deal itself 
is flimsy because it will be so hard to enforce . . . It 
is hard to impose disarmament during a civil war. 
As time drags on, Mr Assad is likely to frustrate the 

process—both to keep some chemical weapons and 
to be seen to defy America. America’s credibility as 
an ally has been undermined.”

Notice this newsweekly’s overall assessment of 
the dark consequences: “Now every tyrant knows 
that a red line set by the leader of the free world is 
really just a threat to ask legislators how they feel 
about enforcing it. Dictators will be freer to maim 
and murder their own people, proliferators like North 
Korea less scared to proceed with spreading WMD, 
China and Russia ever more content to test their 
muscles in a vacuum left by the West.”

How do these trends fulfill Bible prophecy? They 
simply underscore the obvious moral decline already 
severely afflicting America and Britain—foretold in 
the pages of the Bible. 

No other booklet that we publish expresses these 
tragic consequences better than The United States 
and Britain in Bible Prophecy. Thankfully this booklet 
also shows that everything will come right when Jesus 
Christ returns to rule the world, bringing us God’s way 
of life. Download or request your copy of this free  
publication. (Source: The Economist.)

America and Britain: a public display of weakness

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

An overview of conditions around the world

Prime Minister Cameron and President Obama

Scores of millions around the world 
virtually ignore the news and seek to 
escape from it instead of seeking a  
reliable source they can trust.
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An overview of conditions around the world

How can you make sense of the news?
So much is happening in the world, and so quickly. Where are today’s dramatic and dangerous 
trends taking us? What does Bible prophecy reveal about our future? You’re probably very con-
cerned with the direction the world is heading. So are we. That’s one reason we produce the 
Beyond Today daily TV commentaries—to help you understand the news in the light of Bible 
prophecy. These eye-opening presentations offer you a perspective so badly needed in our  
confused world—the perspective of God’s Word. Visit us at ucg.org/beyond-today/daily!

John Allen Jr. recently authored a book titled The 
Global War on Christians. Subsequently he wrote 

an article on the topic for The Spectator in which 
he began with scenarios of correspondents report-
ing on significant events without pointing out their 
significance. 

He stated: “Most people would say that journalists 
[in such cases] had failed to provide the proper con-
text to understand the news. Yet that’s routinely what 
media outlets do when it comes to outbreaks of anti-
Christian persecution around the world, which is why 
the global war on Christians remains the greatest story 
never told of the early 21st century” (Oct. 5, 2013).

During this relatively new century, appalling exam-
ples of persecution, murder and forced exile have hap-
pened in Egypt, Pakistan, Syria, Iraq, Nigeria, North 
Korea and even India. Yet even these terrible occur-
rences should be seen in a much wider context. 

Allen continues in The Spectator: “According to 
the International Society for Human Rights, a secu-

lar observatory based in Frankfurt, Germany, 80 per 
cent of all acts of religious discrimination in the world 
today are directed at Christians. Statistically speak-

ing, that makes Christians by far the most perse-
cuted religious body on the planet.”

Persecution against Christians in countries like 
Britain and America remains much less dramatic 
than murder, brutal deprivation and the voluntary or 
involuntary exile of refugees. But it is still there. For 
instance, a headline in Britain’s Mail Online reads 
“Christians Lose Out to Atheists for Senior Jobs as 
Religious People [primarily Christians] Are ‘Held 
Back From Top Positions’” (Aug. 3, 2013). 

Further, a blurb beneath the headline of a Telegraph 
article stated that “Britain’s most senior policeman 
has been urged to issue guidelines to his officers to 
protect Christians’ rights to free speech, amid claims 
they are suffering intimidation and discrimination from 
police” (“Christians Demand Free Speech Guidance 
From Scotland Yard Chief,” July 27, 2013). 

And then there is the actual brutality and slaugh-
ter that Christians face in other parts of the world. 
Allen stated: “In effect, the world is witnessing the 
rise of an entire new generation of Christian martyrs. 
The carnage is occurring on such a vast scale that it 
represents not only the most dramatic Christian story 
of our time, but arguably the premier human rights 
challenge of this era as well.”

Paul and the original apostles of Christ were bru-
tally martyred except possibly John, who was exiled 
to the island of Patmos, where he wrote the book 
of Revelation. The Bible clearly indicates that per-
secution and martyrdom will increase and intensify 
at the time of the end. (Sources: The Spectator, The 
Telegraph, Mail Online.)

The global war against Christians

Washington’s budget 
impasse: the overlooked  
significance

T he vast majority of commentators decried the 
government shutdown and warned of dire conse-

quences. Thankfully, Niall Ferguson picked up on the 
real problem, which is overlooked, writing an article 
in The Wall Street Journal titled “The Shutdown Is a 
Sideshow. Debt Is the Threat” (Oct. 4, 2013).

He stated: “In the words of a veteran investor, 
watching the U.S. bond market today is like sitting in a 
packed theater and smelling smoke. You look around 
for signs of other nervous sniffers. But everyone else 
seems oblivious.” The analogy seems obvious.

He continued: “Yet, entertaining as all this political 
drama may seem, the theater itself is indeed burning. 
For the fiscal position of the federal government is in 
fact much worse today than is commonly realized. 

“As anyone can see who reads the most recent 
long-term budget outlook—published last month by 
the Congressional Budget Office, and almost entirely 
ignored by the media— the question is not if the 
United States will default but when and on which of 
its rapidly spiraling liabilities.” Ever-increasing spend-
ing on growing entitlements remains a very big part 
of the overall debt problem.

Ferguson concluded his article with, “Hey, does 
anyone else smell something burning?” (Source: The 
Wall Street Journal.)

The German election: 
the other side of the story

T he Jewish Chronicle stated in a front-page arti-
cle, “Angela Merkel’s historic third election vic-

tory was warmly greeted by European leaders this 
week” (Simon Rocker, “Board Welcomes Angela 
Merkel,” Sept. 24, 2013). Other headlines in British 
newspapers confirmed this viewpoint:
• “Decisive Win Gives Merkel Strong Hand”
• “Angela Merkel: The German Leader Set  to 
Eclipse Margaret Thatcher”
• “Poland and Germany Should Unite, Says Lech 
Walesa”
• “Merkel Is Europe’s Misunderstood Visionary”

These are only a few of the many positive reac-
tions to Angela Merkel’s success. Majority opin-
ion, however, is not always right. One particular 
columnist expressed a totally different view of 
Merkel’s vision of Europe. Noted author Frederick 
Forsyth’s column in the Daily Express offers an 
almost biblical insight. His analysis of the German 
election result reflects a polar opposite position to 
the generally accepted assessment. He does not 
misunderstand the German chancellor’s vision of 
Europe.

Forsyth’s view follows: “She does not posture, 
she does not strut as most do. She does not shout 
the odds, rant or preach like so many. But her 
smooth destruction of her one-time patron and 

mentor Helmut Kohl gives the measure of her ruth-
lessness in pursuit of her goal” (Sept. 27, 2013). 

What, according to Forsyth, is her goal? “That is 
the complete—and I mean total—unification of the 
countries of Europe, Germany included, into a single 
super-state. Nothing, absolutely nothing, must be 
allowed to stand in the way of that divine vision. And 
that includes the withdrawal of the UK from the EU.” 
This partially explains her friendly, cooperative rela-
tionship with Britain’s Prime Minister David Cam-
eron. If Britain leaves the European Union, other 

countries will likely 
follow suit.

Forsyth concluded: 
“For the third time in 
100 years Germany 
has made up its col-
lective mind on the 
future of Europe and 
does not intend to be 
gainsaid again by this 

blasted little offshore nation [Britain] and its dread-
fully disobedient people.”

This assessment may seem radical—but not to 
observers who have carefully studied German his-
tory and biblical prophecy hand in hand. To under-
stand much more, download or ask for our free 
booklets Are We Living in the Time of the End? and 
You Can Understand Bible Prophecy. (Sources: The 
Jewish Chronicle, Daily Express, Financial Times, 
The Independent, The Telegraph.)

“The carnage . . . represents not only 
the most dramatic Christian story of 
our time, but arguably the premier 
human rights challenge of this era.”

Angela Merkel
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ost citizens would agree that the 
first and primary duty of any 
state is protection from hostile 
outside forces, including rogue 
nations and terrorist groups. 

The preamble of the U.S. Constitution states 
that a key reason for its establishment was 
to “provide for the common defence” of the 
nation and its people. So how is the nation 
doing in that regard? Let’s take a hard look 
at America’s temperature in terms of its 
national security.

Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
once wrote that “to lead, a great nation must 
command the respect of others” (“Security 
and Opportunity for the Twenty-First Cen-
tury,” Foreign Affairs, November/December 
2007). Countries well understand and respect 
the message of awesome military might—
and more importantly a nation’s willingness 

to use it. Former President Lyndon Johnson 
said during the Vietnam War that “it is our 
will that is being tried, not our strength” 
(State of the Union Address, Jan. 17, 1968). 
This insightful observation seems truer today 
than it was over 45 years ago during that 
other tumultuous time.

Yet America’s actual military strength is 
also being eroded—through many years of 
war, continuing interventions abroad and 
intentional downsizing. Where will this 
ultimately lead? 

The downside of massive military cuts
Substantial and continuing cuts in U.S. 

troop strength, essential military hardware 
and advanced weapons research seem inevi-
table. U.S. Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 
warned that “the sweeping budget cuts over 
the next 10 years could leave the nation 

with an ill-prepared, under-equipped mili-
tary doomed to face more technologically 
advanced enemies” (“Chuck Hagel Warns of 
Deep Army and Navy Cuts Unless Congress 
Acts,” Associated Press, July 31, 2013).

As U.S. leadership debated what to do 
in response to Syrian chemical-weapons 
attacks against its own citizenry, defense 
expert Bill Gertz reported in an online arti-
cle that “the U.S. military, struggling after 
defense cuts of tens of billions of dollars, 
will be unable to pay for attacks on Syria 
from current operating funds and must seek 
additional money from Congress, accord-
ing to congressional aides” (“Pentagon 
Can’t Afford Syria Operation; Must Seek 
Additional Funds,” The Washington Free 
Beacon, Aug. 30, 2013).

Also amid the prospect of looming massive 
budget cuts, the nation’s army, navy, air force 
and marines are arguing over their respec-
tive shares of a shrinking military budget.  
A bureaucratic battle is well underway to 
determine who gets what and how much.

As an insightful article in The Wall Street 
Journal observed, “The emerging debate 
is expected to be the most intense in two 
decades as the branches of the military 
seek to retool their missions to match the 

Ambitious and expensive government programs seriously endanger 
America’s economic stability and add to the nation’s already gar-
gantuan national debt. The inevitable downside seems to be mas-
sive cuts in military spending. Where is this disturbing trend taking 
a troubled nation?  by John Ross Schroeder 

M

America’s Military Decline: 
What Does It Mean?
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needs of future conflicts” (Julian Barnes, 
“Branches of Military Battle Over Sinking 
War Chest,” Aug. 2-4, 2013).

Massive military waste and scrapping
Another side to this story is the massive 

waste associated with military cutbacks—
literally billions of dollars worth of equip-
ment being scrapped or left in Afghanistan 
and incredibly wasteful boondoggles in  
disposing of no-longer-needed military 
equipment stateside.

The pullout of U.S. troops from Afghani-
stan will be easy in comparison with mov-
ing out all the military equipment. As Time 
magazine reported:

“It is all part of a retrograde, the military 
term used for the dismantling of everything 
the U.S. took to Afghanistan to fight the 
war. The list ranges from aircraft and weap-

ons systems to computers and satellites to 
blimps that suspend security cameras high 
in the air . . . Then there is what command-
ers call ‘stuff’: cables, repair parts, building 
materials and, yes, junk, sitting in tens of 
thousands of those containers . . . It could 
cost $5.7 billion [to move it all back to the 
United States]” (Nate Rawlings, “Return  
to Sender,” March 18, 2013).

Apparently the original plan was to 
return most of the equipment stateside. But 
by early summer, reports indicated that 
America “will not ship back more than 
$7 billion worth of equipment—about 
20 percent of what the U.S. military has 
in Afghanistan—because it is no longer 
needed or would be too costly to ship back 
home . . . Much of it will continue to be 
shredded, cut and crushed to be sold for 
pennies per pound on the Afghan scrap 

market” (Ernesto Londono, “Scrapping 
Equipment Key to Afghan Drawdown,” The 
Washington Post, June 19, 2013, emphasis 
added throughout).

Waste in Afghanistan constitutes only a 
part of this troubling turn of events. Army 
surplus giveaways stateside have also 
come to light. An Associated Press report 
revealed that “tons of equipment discarded 
by a downsizing military—bicycles, bed 
sheets, bowling pins, French horns, dog 
collars, even a colonoscopy machine”—
have been given away to law enforcement 
agencies, “regardless of whether the items 
are needed or will ever be used” (“Little 
Restraint in Military Giveaways to Small-
Town Police Departments,” Aug. 1).

An AP investigation of the massive 
Defense Department giveaway program, 
which was “originally aimed at helping law 
enforcement fight terrorism and drug traf-
ficking,” discovered that “a disproportionate 
share of the $4.2 billion worth of property 
distributed since 1990 has been obtained 
by police departments and sheriff’s offices 
in rural areas with few officers and little 
crime” (ibid.). Obviously this wasteful mili-
tary giveaway exercise has been conducted 
with little oversight.

Allies worry about America’s global  
commitment

At this writing, provoked by the use of 
chemical weaponry by the Syrian Assad 
regime crossing the so-called red line, the 
United States and perhaps France are con-
templating limited air strikes on selected 
targets in Syria—but not without prior 
approval from Congress. (Normally, it’s 
bad military strategy to tip one’s hand so 
far in advance.) Clearly, the overall posture 
of American leadership remains far from 
encouraging.

The United States has long been the 
world’s policeman. We are now seeing 
what happens when the policeman can’t be 
depended on—growing chaos all over the 
world, and not least in the chaotic Middle 
East. A related consequence is that other 
countries and terrorist groups aren’t afraid 
to openly defy the United States. Witness 
Syria, North Korea, Iran and Afghanistan 
for starters.

Gideon Rachman articulated this prin-
ciple in the Financial Times: “Syria is an 
uncomfortable reminder that geopolitics 
abhors a vacuum. If the west is unable to 
help restore order in an anarchic situa-
tion, other forces will emerge—whether it 
is jihadists in Mali or a resurgent Taliban 

merica isn’t alone in its military cutbacks 
and withdrawal from its role as the world’s 
policeman. Its allies are following the 

same path, with dangerous implications for the 
free world.

Last year, “Australia’s annual defence budget 
of $26 billion was reduced by 10.5 per cent” (Aus-
tralia’s Financial Review, Nov. 13, 2012). China 
remains a paramount concern because “China’s 
military spending continues to grow at 11 per cent, 
and growth in Indian military spending peaked this 
year [2012] at 17 per cent.” Fortunately, observers 
believe that the United States is not likely to trim its 
Hawaii-based Pacific Command, which watches 
China’s military movements in the Pacific.

In August of last year Duncan Lewis, then 
secretary of Australia’s Department of Defence, 
stated in a speech to the Australian Strategic Pol-
icy Institute, “As things stand I don’t think we are 
structured or postured appropriately to meet our 
likely strategic circumstances in future” (quoted 
in The Sydney Morning Herald, Sept. 17, 2012). 
Not that much has really changed in over a year’s 
time.

Max Hastings, noted British author and defense 
commentator, observed several years ago: “Like 

eruptions from an overstrained water main, rev-
elations about the problems of Britain’s armed 
forces burst forth daily. The word ‘crisis’ is often 
abused, but it is justified here. Programmes are 
being slashed, training curtailed and capabilities 
cut as the Ministry of Defence struggles to con-
trol runaway spending” (“The Plight of Our Armed 
Forces Is Something We Ignore at Our Peril,” The 
Guardian, Jan. 8, 2007). 

Hastings went on to show that “the armed 
forces are now so small that they are close to los-
ing critical mass—falling below a size at which 
they seem credible institutions.” 

The overall assessment is somewhat similar 
in Canada. “The effort to reduce the deficit has 
resulted in a roughly $2 billion reduction in the 
$21 billion budget of the Department of National 
Defence” (Canadian Defence & Foreign Affairs 
Institute Monthly Column, April 2012). Meanwhile 
aging army vehicles will get even older. However, 
troop strength has been largely maintained as 
civilian defense workers suffered the most from 
the cutbacks.

The brutal economics of government over-
spending on other priorities continue to drive 
defense budgets downward in all three nations.

Cuts in Defense Spending:  
Australia, Britain & Canada

America’s actual military strength is being eroded—
through many years of war, continuing interventions 
abroad and downsizing. Where will this ultimately lead? 

A
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in Afghanistan” (“Obama Looks Inward, 
America’s Allies Worried,” Jan. 22, 2013). 
Rachman reminded his readers that Presi-
dent Obama had stated that “a decade of war 
is now ending.” Remember that America’s 
reluctant approach to military air strikes in 
Libya occasioned the unfortunate phrase 
“leading from behind.” 

Is that the way General of the Army 
Douglas MacArthur conducted himself in 
World War II or Korea? Is that what Win-
ston Churchill did when facing national 
threat? It’s a well-known fact that Prime 
Minister Churchill had to be prevented 
from personally joining the Allied troops’ 
D-Day invasion of German-occupied 
France by King George VI himself. 

A recent headline in The Times of Lon-
don is even more pointed about America’s 
current military posture regarding its allies: 
“US to Us: Protect Your Own 
Backyard, Baby.” The blurb 
immediately following sum-
marized the article’s point: 
“Today’s America won’t pay to 
send troops to the other side of 
the world to sort out other coun-
tries’ problems” (Aug. 24, 2013).

Leslie Gelb, president emeri-
tus of the Council on Foreign 
Relations, summed up the state 
of global geopolitics when 
strong American leadership is 
absent: “There should be no 
doubt that the United States, 
alone among nations, can pro-
vide the leadership to solve the 
problems that will otherwise 
engulf the world” (“Necessity, 
Choice, and Common Sense,” Foreign 
Affairs, May/June 2009).

Economics: the bottom line
Even prosperous nations cannot always 

simultaneously have both “guns and 
butter”—an advanced, strong defense as 
well as expensive social programs such as 
universal health insurance. Giles Whit-
tell, writing in the Times article cited 
above, restates some uncomfortable facts: 
“America’s National Debt will be soon be 
more than $17 trillion. Defence spending 
accounts for a fifth of the federal spending 
. . . It costs a million dollars a year to keep 
one soldier in a war zone and $6.5 million  
a day to keep a carrier battle group at sea.” 

In his Foreign Affairs essay Leslie Gelb 
summarized the inevitable outcome: “The 
United States is now the biggest debtor 
nation in history, and no nation with a mas-

sive debt has ever remained a great power.” 
The blurb below the title of Rachman’s 
Financial Times piece adds, “US strength 
in the world rests on the power of its econ-
omy.” Without that strength, the world will 
increasingly disdain American leadership.

The visionary early U.S. President Thomas 

Jefferson foresaw America’s potential legacy 
to the world in advance. He believed, as he 
expressed on leaving the presidency, that 
the United States was the “solitary republic 
of the world, the only monument of human 
rights, and the sole depository of the sacred 
fire of freedom and self-government, from 

ot only is America’s military being gutted 
financially, it is also being seriously com-
promised as an effective fighting force 

by those using it as a testing ground for such 
social-engineering movements as feminism, the 
gay agenda and political correctness. In the long 
run, this exercise may prove even more danger-
ous than the defense cuts.

Reportedly, many women soldiers during the 
Desert Storm operation had to be flown back 
to the United States for reasons of pregnancy, 
medical issues or lapses in discipline (even 
including prostitution). But it should also be said 

that the presence of women has occasioned 
sexual assaults by male soldiers.

One company commander in operation Desert 
Storm reported of his unit: “Nearly every female 
except two did not come close to finishing their 
tour of duty: Some got pregnant, some got men-
tal issues; some had family problems at home 
they couldn’t cope with.” During combat tours in 
which a substantial minority of the soldiers were 
women, some of these tours simply could not 
complete their prescribed missions.

Major General Patrick Brady, U.S. Army 
(retired), analyzed the negative impact of 

assigning women to combat units, tested on the 
ground during Desert Storm. He describes, from 
a commander’s standpoint, what this will mean 
to morale and military readiness in the armed 
forces, stating: “[Today] we see a military with 
dismal leadership resulting in unprecedented 
rates of suicide, PTSD [Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder] and security breaches . . .

“Unimaginable in our past, we have leaders 
who consider awarding medals for not shooting 
. . . [Concerning women] here is what I found 
. . . In administrative jobs, they were at least 
equal to men. But most could not carry their load 

physically—loading litters in chop-
pers [helicopters], carrying wounded 
to safety, even lifting tool chests. As 
a result the men covered for them, 
often causing us to use two people 
when one should have done the 
job—all of which affected readiness 
. . . My conclusion, which I passed 
to my division commander, at his 
request, was that I would not want 
females with me working the battle-
field let alone in direct combat . . .

“I have said, and many men agree 
with me, that Adam’s rib was the 
greatest investment in human his-
tory. Why? Because God then gave 
man woman, a different creature, 
who complemented him. God did it 
on purpose, and we are privileged 
to live with the differences. Femi-

nists et al. get over it. It is not discrimination to 
accommodate God’s design; it is acknowledging 
His will—it is wisdom” (“Women in Foxholes,” 
WND.com, Feb. 18, 2013).

Thankfully, this military man believes in cre-
ation, not atheistic evolution. You may wish to 
download or ask for our free booklet Creation 
or Evolution: Does It Really Matter What You 
Believe? Those who truly believe in the creation 
account generally accept the authority of the 
Bible. And many modern social changes are 
simply unacceptable from the standpoint of the 
Scriptures.

The American Military:
A Testing Ground for Social Change

N
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hence . . . to be lighted up in other regions  
of the earth, if other regions of the earth 
shall ever become susceptible of its benign 
influence” (March 4, 1809).

Mid-20th-century President Harry Tru-
man once said, “I have the feeling that 
God has created us and brought us to our 
present position of power and strength for 
some great purpose” (address at a church 
cornerstone laying, April 3, 1951). But the 
United States is now beginning to falter and 
fail in fulfilling that great purpose, unable 

or unwilling to share its great legacy of 
freedom and self-government with other 
nations. They no longer listen, and not a few 
now see America as an enemy.

The pride of American power broken
The United States’ basic problem remains 

a deeply spiritual and moral one. Turning 
our backs on God, we no longer want to 
uphold His spiritual laws centered on the 
Ten Commandments. Today we don’t even 

want to be reminded of them in our schools 
or our courts. “You shall not murder” 
becomes meaningless in a land that has 
killed millions of its unborn children.

But the Bible is not silent about the inevi-
table consequences of such errant behavior. 
Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28 are two 
biblical chapters that describe the bountiful 
blessings God promises for obedience to His 
laws as well as, in sharp contrast, the multi-
ple curses listed for casting these laws aside.

In principle these two chapters were 

intended for all mankind but 
are more specifically directed 
to ancient Israel and its descen-
dants—especially the major 
English-speaking nations today. 
(For the biblical and historical 
evidence of our national identity, 
download or request our free 
booklet The United States and 
Britain in Bible Prophecy.)

Notice one particular passage. 
God warns, “I will break the 
pride of your power” (Leviticus 
26:19). At the end of World War 

II, America was the world’s unquestioned 
superpower. Yet less than a decade later the 
United States left Korea with an uncertain 
truce, and the communist North threatens 
the South (and the United States) to this 
day. In two more decades America was 
defeated in Vietnam. Now it has withdrawn 
from Iraq, leaving that country in terrible 
shape (as the current outbreaks of violence 
clearly shows), and even now its forces are 
retreating from Afghanistan.

How was the United States beaten by 
such countries? The answer is sobering and 
fits the prophecy from Leviticus quoted 
above. Although America still has the most 
powerful military power in the world even 
after massive cuts, the fact is that we don’t 
or won’t use it.

Look at the plain facts. America with all 
its might could not prevail over compara-
tively primitive forces, tribesmen fighting 
from caves. These enemies had no navy, air 
force or sophisticated war machinery. Yet 
America abandoned the fight. Long ago God 
foretold our military decline due to our sins 
and rejection of His righteous way of life.

Civil War President Abraham Lincoln 
once stated: “At what point shall we expect 
the approach of danger? . . . I answer; If it 
ever reaches us, it must spring up amongst 
us. It cannot come from abroad. If destruc-
tion, be our lot, we must ourselves be its 
author and finisher” (Lyceum address, Jan. 
27, 1838).

Another crucial passage comes to the 
fore: “The Lord will cause you to be 
defeated before your enemies; you shall go 
out one way against them and flee seven 
ways before them; and you shall become 
troublesome to all the kingdoms of the 
earth” (Deuteronomy 28:25).

Why? Because “righteousness exalts a 
nation. But sin is a reproach to any people” 
(Proverbs 14:34). Righteousness clearly 
involves keeping God’s commandments 
(Psalm 119:172), but sin is the transgression 
of His law (1 John 3:4)—and lawbreaking 
carries horrendous consequences.

A warning call to repentance
Nearly every issue of The Good News 

magazine emphasizes or includes a call to 
national and individual repentance, not only 
to America but also to the other English-
speaking nations (principally Australia, 
Britain, Canada and New Zealand). We are 
taking up the mantle of the prophet Ezekiel 
to be latter-day watchmen for the descen-
dants of ancient Israel: “I have made you a 
watchman for the house of Israel; therefore 
hear a word from My mouth, and give them 
warning from Me” (Ezekiel 3:17).

These words are those of God speaking 
through a prophet (2 Peter 1:21). These pro-
phetic utterances are often dual in nature, 
as they tend to be fulfilled twice or more—
first in a preliminary manner and later in 
a more primary way. (For some examples, 
see our free booklet You Can Understand 
Bible Prophecy, available by download or 
on request.)Ph
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The United States is now beginning to falter and fail in 
fulfilling its great purpose toward other nations. Not a 
few now see America as an enemy.
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Ezekiel’s direct warning—a charge from 
our Creator—is repeated for emphasis in 
chapter 33, verse 7. Another prophet, Isaiah, 
adds to what watchmen should be doing: 
“For thus has the Lord said to me: ‘Go set 
a watchman, let him declare what he sees’” 
(Isaiah 21:6). On a continual basis, the edi-
tors and writers of The Good News strive 
to monitor and analyze significant current 
events and trends from a biblical viewpoint.

And this is serious business! Not only has 
America lost a lot of respect abroad, but the 
country also finds itself in serious trouble 
with God. There is a tipping point—a point 
of no return—in regard to our Creator’s 
deep concern about our national direction.

Late in the history of the kingdom of 
Judah, God instructed the prophet Jeremiah 
not to pray for the nation’s peoples because 

their many and increasing sins had caused 
them to cross that proverbial line with God 
(Jeremiah 7:16; 11:14). Remember the prov-
erb: “He who is often rebuked, and hardens 
his neck, will suddenly be destroyed and 
that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). 
This warning passage also has national 
implications.

Jesus Christ tells us that the great Flood 
came on a people caught by surprise (Luke 
17:26-30), in spite of Noah’s sober warn-
ings. He was “a preacher of righteousness” 
to the known world of that day (2 Peter 
2:5). God had given these ancients 120 
years to repent (Genesis 6:3). We simply 
don’t know how long we may still have,  
but God’s patience is clearly running out 
and the curses He foretold long ago are 
beginning to pile one upon another.

Will Americans turn from their ways 
before it’s too late? Pray fervently for a 
resounding national repentance!  GN
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World News & Prophecy

merica is in trouble. For all its vaunted power, 
it has experienced grave challenges in dealing 
with a 30-year-old computer consultant who, 

following his conscience, deliberately leaked critical 
classified information. 

Edward Snowden, an employee of the National 
Security Agency, gave classified records to a British 
newspaper about how the United States government 
conducts widespread “monitoring”—i.e., electronic 
eavesdropping on phone calls and collecting and 
reading e-mails—of its own citizens. This revelation, 
of course, rocked the White House, and with it the 
world.

As details about government spying on U.S. citi-
zens were confirmed and further damaging details 
emerged, media and political commentaries erupted 
around the globe. Writing in a widely read CNN piece 
titled “Why the U.S. Is Being Humiliated by the Hunt 
for Snowden,” Simon Tisdall, foreign editor of Lon-
don’s Guardian newspaper, called the ongoing situa-
tion a “‘pants-down’ day” for the United States (June 
26, 2013). He made these ominous comments:

“Very Important People are making themselves 
ridiculous . . . High on the list is John Kerry, U.S. Sec-
retary of State. Huffing and puffing, Kerry warned 
China and Russia of ‘consequences’ if, as seems 
probable, they have conspired to deliberately thwart 
U.S. justice by twisting the long arm of the law.

“Like too many American politicians, Kerry seems 
to believe ‘the law’ is what the White House coun-
sel and U.S. Justice Department deem it to be on 
any given day, and that this made-in-America ‘law’ 
applies inexorably to every country and every corner 
of the world.” 

Tisdall went on to point out how American law is 
today not recognized as universally authoritative and 
how the episode is one more example of how America 
is daily losing stature in the eyes of the rest of the 

world: “Extra-judicial assassination, drones, killer 
robots, extraordinary rendition [i.e., apprehending 
people and transferring them to other countries, often 
for severe interrogation], black ops, wet ops, psy-ops, 
silly ops . . . The world is a bit tired of all this American 
posturing, grandstanding, and self-serving banditry.”

Those are harsh words. And we don’t repeat them 
to make a political point, but rather to underscore 
what God says about national behavior.

If one reads the Bible, 
he or she will quickly dis-
cover that God has quite 
a bit to say about how 
people and national gov-
ernments are to conduct 
themselves. Always, 
without exception, He 

uses the biblical Ten Commandments as core guiding 
principles. They apply to all nations and peoples.

Even many secular authorities recognize this prior 
influence of biblical law and statutes, particularly when 
it comes to the legal history of the United States.

Despite this spiritual bedrock foundation, many 
of the American laws based on the Ten Command-
ments and other biblical principles have been steadily 
eroded. This fact has been chronicled both in the 
pages of The Good News magazine and on our weekly 
half-hour Beyond Today TV program, as well as at our 
websites.

Based on recent events, it would appear that this 
spiritual erosion has not gone unnoticed by Almighty 
God. The ancient record of the Bible is plain. There are 

distinct blessings for obedience to Him, and equally 
distinct curses for breaking His spiritual laws. Make no 
mistake: These spiritual laws apply to every national 
government on the planet, not just ancient Israel. They 
are, and will remain, in force. 

With escalating humiliation of America through 
the Snowden situation and a host of other scandals 
and geopolitical problems, one cannot help but be 
reminded of an ancient national prophecy that is acti-
vated by the breaking of God’s law: “I will break the 
pride of your power; I will make your heavens like iron 
and your earth like bronze, and your strength shall be 
spent in vain . . .” (Leviticus 26:19-20).

Yes, America and other nations of the earth do 
attract God’s attention for breaking His laws. Perhaps 
surprisingly to some, it is not God’s preferred purpose 
to destroy nations for disobedience. As the prophet 

Ezekiel declared: “‘As I 
live,’ says the Lord God, 
‘I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, 
but that the wicked 
turn from his way and 

live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should 
you die . . . ?’” (Ezekiel 33:11, emphasis added). 
God does make clear the way back from the brink 
of destruction.

The good news is that God allows, even strongly 
encourages, individual choice, and protects those 
who obey him. If you want to know more—and you 
should in this day and age—download or request our 
free booklet The Ten Commandments. Meanwhile, 
protect yourself spiritually by continuing to read The 
Good News magazine, watching our Beyond Today TV 
program and checking out all the other helpful biblical 
resources at our website, www.ucg.org. You need this 
critical Bible knowledge for these troubled days!

—Michael Snyder

The Humiliation of America and What It Means for You

If one reads the Bible, he or she will quickly discover 
that God has quite a bit to say about how people and 
national governments are to conduct themselves.

What’s behind the incredible 
story of America’s rise from 
a ragtag collection of British 
colonies huddled along the 
Atlantic coast to the most 
powerful nation the world has 
ever seen? And what does 
that have to do with dramatic loss of power and 
prestige in recent years? You need to know! Down-
load or request your free copy of The United States 
and Britain in Bible Prophecy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

A
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The Miracle of Birth: “I Saw God Today”
“My brand new baby girl, she’s a miracle. I saw 

God today,” sang George Strait in his 2008 hit 
song titled, “I Saw God Today.” When I witnessed the 
birth of my two daughters, the word “miracle” natu-
rally popped out to describe such a moment of awe. 

Around 3,000 years before George Strait, another 
popular songwriter, Israel’s King David, composed a 
similar thought: “You made all the delicate, inner 
parts of my body and knit me together in my moth-
er’s womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully 
complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—and 
how well I know it” (Psalm 139:13-14, New Living 
Translation).

Consider one of the organs absolutely essential, 
yet unsung, in the birth of a baby—the placenta. It 
gives clear evidence of design. And the whole birth 
process represents something greater still.

The amazing placenta
Maybe it’s because the placenta seems just a 

blob of tissue and is discarded after birth that joyful 
parents, family and friends give little thought to this 
amazingly complex creation with intricately unique 
characteristics and functions that had to work right 
the very first time. 

“After the egg is fertilized, the placenta is the 
very first organ to develop. Recent studies show that 
when the fertilized egg divides to form the first two 
cells, one is already destined to form the placenta, 
while the other becomes the baby” (A Pocket Guide 
to the Human Body—Intricate Design That Glorifies 
the Creator, Answers in Genesis, 2011, p. 47). So 
the placenta is crucially involved from the first cell 
to birth.

As the placenta develops in perfect pace with the 
embryo, one of its most important jobs is to produce 
hormones that affect the mother’s body. As early as 
three days after fertilization, these hormones prepare 
the lining of the uterus to receive the implantation of 
the embryo. During the next few weeks, its hormones 
direct the proper amount of nutrients and oxygen 
needed by the embryo, even if the mother happens 
to be lacking in something herself. 

For the placenta, the baby rules! Its health and sur-
vival come first. Having no nerve cells, the placenta 
is not directly under control of the mother’s brain or 
spinal cord. How does a piece of tissue orchestrate 
such perfect timing, in perfect amounts, but for it 
being the work of a perfect Intelligent Designer!

One big buffer cell
About five days after fertilization, the cells sur-

rounding the developing embryo begin to fuse 
together into one giant cell, eventually with millions 
of nuclei. By birth the placenta, with all its folds  
and tree-like structures interfacing between mother 
and baby, will have a seamless surface area of over 
100 square feet and weigh about one-sixth as much 
as the baby. To think that such a process evolved by 

chance stretches beyond reason.
So why one giant, thin, seamless cell? It makes 

the placenta a perfect permeable buffer between 
the mother and baby so that their blood comes close 
together but never mixes or makes direct contact. The 
placenta filters hormones, nutrients such as calcium 
and iron, electrolytes, 
oxygen and antibodies 
from the mother’s blood, 
and waste products from 
the baby’s blood. 

Though external to the 
baby, the placenta serves 
as its most essential 
organ, functioning as its 
digestive system, lungs, 
kidneys, liver and immune 
system.

Since the baby and 
placenta are genetically 
different from the mother, 
one of the placenta’s key 
roles is to prevent the 
baby from being attacked 
by the mother’s immune 
system. “It is still a mys-
tery how the placenta 
prevents the mother from 
rejecting it and the baby as a foreign graft without 
shutting down her immune system” (ibid., p. 48).

Critical blood-loss prevention
When the uterus contracts to expel the placenta, 

typically 15 to 30 minutes after the birth of the baby, 
about 20 large arteries are severed—which, absent 
a bodily function to deal with this, would result in the 
loss of about one pint of blood per minute. Since 
an adult female body has fewer than five quarts of 
blood, the mother would lose all her blood in less 
than 10 minutes. Making this more life-and-death 
precarious, the blood-clotting mechanism is sup-
pressed in the placenta and uterine blood vessels 
during pregnancy. 

Thank our Sustainer of life that “each of the sev-
ered uterine arteries has a precisely placed muscular 
sphincter that acts like a purse string, or a surgeon’s 
hemostat, to immediately close off the loss of blood. 
As a result, a normal birth involves the loss of only 
about a pint of blood” (p. 51).

Human birth pictures spiritual birth
On its simplest level, the miraculous birth of a 

baby powerfully testifies to God’s glory rather than 
mindless, purposeless evolution. But on a deeper 
spiritual level, human birth pictures spiritual birth 
into God’s family. That’s why Jesus told Nicodemus 
in John 3:3 that one must be “born again” to see 
the Kingdom of God. Befuddled, Nicodemus asked 
incredulously: “How can a man be born when he is 

old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s 
womb and be born?” (verse 4).

Romans 1:20 states, “For since the creation 
of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal 
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been made, so 

that people are without 
excuse” (New Interna-
tional Version). 

God not only states 
the basic scientific fact 
that creation proves a 
Creator, but He shares a 
family secret. God says 
His creation should help 
us to see something 
very important about the 
divine nature. Rather than 
being a closed Trinity, as 
many believe, God is a 
family—currently God 
the Father and Jesus 
Christ His Son on the 
divine level—and God is 
in the process of repro-
ducing Himself! (For the 
history of this mystery 
and proof from the Bible, 

download or request our free booklet Is God a Trinity? ) 
Our spiritual birth begins when, after repentance 

and baptism in response to the message of God’s 
Word, we are begotten by the Holy Spirit uniting 
with our human spirit (see Acts 2:38; Romans 8:16;  
1 Peter 1:23, Young’s Literal Translation), making us 
part of the Church of God. 

As the unified body of believers, the Church is one 
(Ephesians 4:4-6) and serves in the role of a nurtur-
ing mother to God’s spiritual children while they are 
as yet unborn (see Galatians 4:26, wherein those 
collectively part of the New Covenant are referred to 
as “Jerusalem above”).

As a mother is able to nourish and protect her 
children while still in the womb through means of the 
placenta, so has God enabled the Church to care for 
developing Christians until we all come to “a perfect 
man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ” (verse 13)—when we are fully transformed as 
divine spirit children of God at the last trumpet (1 Cor-
inthians 15:52; 2 Corinthians 6:18; 1 John 3:1-2).

For some exciting details of this spiritual birth pro-
cess, request or download our free booklet What Is 
Your Destiny?

“My brand new baby girl, she’s a miracle. I saw 
God today.” The next time you hear George Strait 
sing this beautiful song, thank God for His marvelous 
design involved in the placenta and the human birth 
process, and see your incredible potential to become 
part of His eternal family!

—Robert Curry 
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magine a woman giving a gift to her 
husband on his birthday. Only it isn’t 
his birthday. It’s the birthday of an old 
boyfriend. And the gift is something she 
used to give that other person. It would 

be natural for the husband to doubt the 
genuineness of her love!

If someone really loved you and was try-
ing to do something you would appreciate, 
it seems like he or she wouldn’t throw in 
your face such reminders of an old flame!

But Christmas is doing this very thing 
with Jesus—supposedly honoring Him 
when this birthday and celebratory elements 
were formerly used to honor false gods!

Why do you observe Christmas?
If you’re like most people you’d say that 

you observe Christmas because it’s a way 
of showing love to Jesus Christ. Maybe you 
attend midnight mass or a church service 
on Christmas morning. Your children might 
participate in a play pretending to be Mary 
and Joseph traveling to Bethlehem. Perhaps 
a Nativity scene or a giant plastic Santa 
Claus adorns your front yard.

To many, Christmas is a time of friends 
and family, the smell of freshly baked cook-
ies and the excitement of children around a 
decorated tree, tearing the wrappings from 
gifts.

But is there more to the story? Let’s 
look at another side of Christmas from the 
website Witchology.com, which bills itself 
as “a research and education provider spe-
cialising in the areas of Witchcraft, Wicca, 
Paganism, Magic (Magick) and the Occult.” 
It says this regarding Christmas: 

“What is the Pagan secret that Christian-

ity has tried to keep from you? The truth 
about Christmas is that it is not Christmas 
at all. It is the Winter Solstice, a Pagan holy 
day observed around the world and since 
time immemorial from the Native Ameri-

can tribes, to the Norsemen, to the ancient 
Romans, and today by modern Pagans, 
Witches and Wiccans.”

The startling fact is that the informa-
tion about the origins of Christmas on this 
witchcraft-promoting website is actually 
true! Christmas customs are rooted in 
paganism. Jesus Christ wasn’t even born 

anywhere near December 25. 
Yet most people respond to this informa-

tion with something like: “I know there 
are some pagan and secular customs incor-
porated into Christmas, but these customs 
were Christianized. In this way we choose 
to show love toward Jesus.”

But it’s time to ask the really hard ques-
tion that few want to face. Could observing 
Christmas actually be dishonoring Jesus?

A warning to the Christians in Corinth
Let’s go back in time to the first Chris-

tians who lived in the ancient city of 
Corinth. Like most ancient seaports, 
Corinth was known for its multiculturalism, 
lucrative business opportunities, religious 
diversity and seamy pleasures. The city’s 
name spawned a Greek verb meaning “to 

practice fornication.” Corinth was an eco-
nomic powerhouse of around half-a-million 
people, a mega-metropolis by the standards 
of the day.

The majority of people in Corinth were 
pagans. They worshipped the traditional 
Greek and Roman gods and goddesses  
or sacrificed in the temples of one of the 

Does Christmas Really
Honor Christ?
If you really loved someone, would you celebrate the person with 
reminders of a past rival for your affection? Are many Christians 
guilty of dishonoring Jesus in this way? by Beyond Today host Gary Petty 

Visit us at www.BeyondToday.TV
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If someone really loved you and was trying to do some-
thing you would appreciate, it seems like he or she 
wouldn’t throw in your face reminders of an old flame!

I
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various “mystery religions.” One of the 
most magnificent Corinthian temples stood 
on a high hill looming above the city. It was 
the temple of Aphrodite, the goddess of 
love, employing 1,000 temple prostitutes.

As people from this pagan-Greek back-
ground converted to Christianity, some 
naturally continued to practice some of 
their old customs. It would have been easy 
for them to see these pagan rites as celebra-
tions imbued with a new Christian spirit 
honoring Jesus.

The apostle Paul wrote to these early 
Christian in 1 Corinthians 10:20-21: “The 
things which the Gentiles [pagan nations] 
sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not 
to God, and I do not want you to have fel-
lowship with demons. You cannot drink the 
cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you 
cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of 
the table of demons.”

Think about what Paul is saying. You 
want to be a follower of Jesus Christ. You  

believe in the Bible as the inspired Word of 
God. Are you willing to go where the Bible 
takes you?

Satan and his demons are not fairy-tale 
creatures. They are real. Demons are angels 
who rebelled against God and, after their 
rebellion, now embody all that is evil. In 
another letter Paul wrote that Satan is “the 
god of this age” (2 Corinthians 4:4). We 
can’t escape Paul’s logic. Paganism isn’t 
harmless—it is the worship of demons and 
the false god of this age!

Christmas origins have  
nothing to do with Christ

Let’s read a little more from Witchology.
com about the origins of Christmas: 

“One of the eight Sabbats [pagan festi-
vals] of Witchcraft, this season, known as 
Yule, the great annual festival of Saturn, 
the Saturnalia, of Pagan Rome, Dies Natalis 
Solis Invicti [Day of the Birth of the Uncon-
quered Sun] of the Mithras cult, the Winter 
Solstice is a sacred time in the Pagan cal-
endar (emphasis added throughout).

“What is the Christmas secret? What 
are the facts Christians would rather you 
did not know? We set our clocks by it, we 
celebrated a Millennium because of it, but 
the shocking truth is it did not happen. The 
birth of a boy under remarkable circum-
stances to humble parents in a stable in 
Bethlehem did not happen on the 25th of 
December, 1 A.D.”

Again, the website is correct. The truth 
is that the prophesied Messiah Jesus Christ 
was born of a virgin named Mary just as the 
Old Testament prophets foretold, but again 
it was nowhere near December 25—which 
even at that time was a major pagan celebra-
tion in several ancient cultures. 

The problem with the modern Christmas 
celebration is that its origins have little to do 
with the real Jesus Christ. This isn’t hidden 
knowledge. With just a little research online 
or in a decent encyclopedia, anyone can 
learn that the Yule log, mistletoe, the Christ-
mas tree and even the date of Christmas are 
rooted in paganism and not the Bible.

Is your response to this information, “It 
doesn’t matter since I don’t use the Christ-
mas tree to worship Scandinavian gods but 
to show love to Jesus Christ”?

Let’s go back to what Paul wrote in 1 Cor-
inthians 10: “The things which the Gentiles 
[pagan nations] sacrifice they sacrifice to 
demons and not to God, and I do not want 
you to have fellowship with demons. You 
cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the 
cup of demons; you cannot partake of the 
Lord’s table and of the table of demons.”

We are forced by the Scripture to ask a 
hard question: How much are you willing 
to drink the cup of the Lord’s table and the 
cup of the table of demons and conclude 
that it doesn’t matter to Christ?

At the beginning of this article I talked 
about a woman repackaging a celebration of 
an old boyfriend’s birthday and presenting 
this to her husband as his birthday party 
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on the same date—even though it isn’t his 
birthday. Pretending it’s someone’s birthday 
and giving him a party that recalls a wrong 
past relationship isn’t exhibiting love or 
respect, is it?

Then why do you believe that you are 
showing Jesus love and respect when you do 
the same thing to Him by throwing a party 
originating in paganism and pretending it’s 
His birthday?

We must worship in spirit and truth
The Gospel of Luke records a conversa-

tion between Jesus and a Samaritan woman. 
The Samaritans were an interesting people. 
They claimed to worship the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob but rejected many of 
the teachings of the Old Testament. They 

refused to worship at the temple in Jerusa-
lem and mixed pagan customs with the  
worship of the true God.

When Christ’s disciples later came to 
Samaria to preach the gospel, as recorded 
in Acts 8, they found a man named Simon. 
This Simon was a sorcerer who claimed to 
worship God by using the rites and customs 
of worshipping demons.

As Jesus confronted the Samaritan 
woman with the reality of who He is, He 
told her, “The hour is coming, and now is, 
when the true worshippers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is 
seeking such to worship Him” (John 4:23).

Again, Jesus Himself said that “the true 
worshippers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth.” Let that sink in. 

Part of the truth here is that Scripture says 
we are not to try to honor God the way people 
formerly honored false gods (Deuteronomy 
12:29-32). That is unacceptable to Him.

Isn’t it time for you to question the legiti-
macy of paganized Christianity? Isn’t it time 
to stop wrapping Jesus up in the trappings 
of the ancient pagan Saturnalia, Mithras and 
the gods of ancient Scandinavia and instead 
to seek to worship Him and the Father in 
spirit and truth?

It’s never easy to examine beliefs and prac-
tices that you’ve accepted all of your life. But 
we have to ask if God wants something dif-
ferent in your relationship with Him. 

God is reaching out to you to worship 
Him in spirit and truth. Let’s strip the pagan 
customs from our worship of the great God 
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I was recently indulging in one of my favorite 
things—walking through a bookshop. And I 
was struck by how many books had titles simi-
lar to “Fifty Things I Learned From My Dog” or 

“Life Lessons My Mother 
Taught Me.” They were 
typically written by famous 
celebrities.

I thought a bit about it. 
I’m obviously no celebrity, 
but it struck me how (unlike 
the celebrity authors) I did 
not learn some critical 
truths of life decades ago 
in a family setting, par-
ticularly those truths found 
in the Bible. I grew up in 
a typical Protestant reli-
gion, switching to Roman 
Catholicism while attend-
ing college.  

Once visiting a family 
member, I noticed a stack 
of religious booklets that 
asked serious questions 
about biblical topics I thought were moot. Questions 
like what happens when you die, what day should 
you be worshipping God on, what is the reward of 
the saved.

I didn’t know who produced the booklets. And I 
pretty much didn’t care at the time, since the ques-
tions all seemed to be those of the “master of the 
obvious” type. Anyone who went to Sunday school 
knew those answers. Or did they?

What I learned about Christmas
One of the profound lessons no one taught me 

as a youth was that the Christmas season was little 

more than papered-over paganism. When I first 
read that, I was shocked and more than a little bit 
offended. What could be wrong with the happy sea-
son of Christmas? Isn’t Jesus Christ supposed to be 

at the very center of it?
What was truly shock-

ing was this: It wasn’t hard 
at all to find and read unbi-

ased, authoritative his-
torical sources that totally 
confirmed the holiday’s 
unbiblical, pagan origins! 

For example, almost 
any competent encyclope-
dia shows that the Romans 
celebrated the festival of 
Saturnalia, a week-long 
period of debauchery 
between December 17-23 
and leading into the cele-
bration of the sun’s return-

ing light on December 25. 
Some 300-plus years after Christ this midwin-

ter bash was adopted by the professing Christian 
or Catholic church institution with the claim that 
December 25 should be observed as a celebration 
of Jesus’ birthday. But a careful look at Scripture and 
history shows that Jesus was actually born some-
time in the autumn rather than the dead of winter. 

As the popular historian William Manchester wrote 
of the Roman Saturnalia celebration being converted 
into a supposedly “Christian” holiday, “Christianity 
was in turn infiltrated, and to a considerable extent 
subverted, by the paganism it was supposed to 

destroy” (A World Lit Only by Fire, 1993, p. 11).

What I learned about Christianity
Another lesson no one taught me when I was young 

was what the first-century Christians were like. Follow-
ing the example of Jesus and His apostles, they were 
almost indistinguishable from the Jewish community 
of the day in terms of their religious practices, such as 

the day on which they assembled for worship in accor-
dance with the fourth of the Ten Commandments.

Every Christian I knew went to church on Sunday. 
But I was stunned to find nothing in the Bible that 
changed the day of worship from Saturday, the sev-
enth day of the week, to Sunday, the first day of the 
week. 

As both sacred and secular historical sources 
clearly show, early Christians gathered to worship 
God on the seventh-day Sabbath! Further, despite 
concerted efforts to block them (beginning intently 
during the second century), many Christians openly 
went to Jewish synagogues on the Sabbath up until 
the fourth century!

What I learned about my life
Perhaps the deal-buster that represented the 

major lesson no one taught me as a youth was this: I 
wasn’t going consciously to heaven at death. Accord-
ing to the Bible, I wasn’t going to hell either, at least 
not in the popular sense of Dante’s Inferno. 

Either way, I was stunned. I had been authoritatively 
told that I had been saved and would spend eternity 
in blissful paradise. So when I was directed by these 
booklets to read the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 
15, I could scarcely believe it. Paul even asked the 

Lessons No One Taught Me as a Youth About the Bible

One of the profound lessons was that the Christmas 
season was little more than papered-over paganism.
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and His Son Jesus Christ and honor Them 
the way They direct in the Bible!  GN
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Why do people believe some 
of the things they do? And why 
do they do some of the things 
they do? Why are some of our 
most popular holidays recycled 
paganism? Are you willing to 
face up to the real truth and 
learn the answers? Download or request your free 
copy of Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Really Matter 
Which Days We Observe?

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets You won’t believe all the great things you’ll 
discover at The Good News website at 
www.GNmagazine.org!

You’ll find past issues of The Good News, 
each packed with articles about world 
trends and events, family and social 
issues, prophecy in the news and 
The Good News’ eye-opening, 
in-depth perspective of the Bible. 
Discover articles about creation and 
evolution, profiles of biblical personalities, proofs 
of the Bible and much, much more! 

Explore our large library of  booklets covering a 
wide variety of biblical,  family and social issues 
and themes. Take a look at our publi cations in 
other  languages—Spanish, German, Italian, 

French and Dutch, to name a few (and feel free 
to share them with a friend overseas). 

Use our search tool so you can find material on 
any subject you want—marriage, family, biblical 
teachings, current events, prophecy, you name 
it. Feel free to download all these to your own 
computer so you can study them in depth, or 
request your own printed copies to be mailed 
right to your home!

While you’re there, be sure to take a look 
at our sister publications, Virtual Christian 
Magazine (available only on the Internet at www. 
VCMagazine.org) and Vertical Thought. You’ll 
find them filled with helpful, eye-opening articles 
much like those you enjoy in The Good News.

Our sister website, www.ucg.org, is packed with 
an astounding amount of information about the 

Bible. The most in-depth 
is our online Bible com-
mentary, a study that takes 
you on a chapter-by-chapter 
journey of discovery through 
the Bible with supplementary 
reading and graphic aids 
such as charts and maps to open 
up your understanding of the Scrip-
tures as never before.

You’ll also find answers to frequently asked Bible 
questions, helpful study guides on dozens of 
biblical topics, and so much more!

You can also listen to or download sermons, 
presentations and TV programs done by many 
of The Good News writers. We hope you’ll visit 
us today to discover what you’ve been missing!

visit www.GNmagazine.org today!

If you like The Good News,  
you’ll love our website!

question: “How do some among you say that there is 
no resurrection of the dead?” (1 Corinthians 15:12).

What? What was this rising from the dead bit? 
Didn’t we all just pop up to heaven at death? Paul wrote 
of a future much more majestic and exciting, one that 
I could scarcely believe I was reading: “As we have 
borne the image of the man of dust [our present physi-
cal state], we shall also bear the image of the heavenly 
Man [the all-powerful resurrected Jesus] . . . the dead 
will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed” 
(verses 49, 52, emphasis added throughout).

Reeling from what this might mean, I then read fur-
ther the unbelievable words of 1 John 3:2: “Beloved, 
now we are the children of God; and it has not yet 
been revealed what we shall be, but we know that 
when He [Jesus] is revealed, we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is.” 

And what does Jesus look like in His resurrected 
spiritual form? Read Revelation 1:13-18 for yourself, 
like I did. You’ll see a Being whose “head and His hair 
were white as snow, and His eyes like a flame or fire 
. . . His countenance was like the sun shining in its 
strength” (verses 14, 16). Do you know anyone who 
looks like this today? According to the Bible, one day 
you will.

You can learn much more from the Bible, too
Yes, there was much I was not taught as a youth. 

And there was much I literally had to “unlearn.” But 
it didn’t take long to appreciate what exactly was in 
the Bible and what represented traditions and beliefs 
made up and added by men.

There were many more such lessons, but perhaps 
you’d like to learn some yourself. Want to get seri-
ous? Read our free booklet The Ten Commandments. 
That’s where I started. Then, after you’ve finished 
that, try the booklet Holidays or Holy Days: Does It 
Matter Which Days We Observe? 

Your Bible has many surprising things in it. Find 
out today what they mean for you!

—Michael Snyder
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e all make mistakes. The prov-
erb “To err is human, to for-
give divine,” has been popular 
since the 14th century. Yes, we 
all need erasers on our pencils. 

We make mistakes aplenty—both large and 
small. But then what? How we handle this 
condition can determine how well we do 
in life. It can also determine how God will 
respond to us when we need mercy.

So how do we respond to our own mis-
takes? And how do we respond to the 
mistakes of others? Responding in a godly, 
merciful way is a vital part of Christian 
character.

An appalling but sadly common spectacle
This important matter was brought home 

to me recently when my daughter Michelle 
told me about a horrible scene she wit-
nessed at a store while shopping.

A little girl was pushing a cart she could 
hardly see over while her mother was down 
the aisle looking at products. All of a sud-
den Michelle heard a loud racket and turned 
around to see a mass of cookies flying 
everywhere. 

The little girl’s mother ran down the aisle 
and began to scream at the child. You could 
hear her all over the store. The little girl, 
mortified at what she had caused by running 
the cart into the cookies, stooped down to 
help her mom pick up the mess. Once again 
her mother yelled at her, saying, “Don’t 
help—you’ve already done enough damage!”

The little girl began to sob while the 
mother kept right on screaming at her. The 
girl kept telling her mom, “It was accident!” 
But her mother was hearing none of it and 
kept yelling at her.

What my daughter witnessed next deeply 
upset her. As the mom and girl walked out 
of the store, the mom still yelling, Michelle 
saw the little girl crying and running after 
her mom with outstretched arms, calling, 
“Hugsie, Mommy, hugsie!” Her mother  
just kept on screaming and ignoring her 
devastated daughter.

While we must be cautious in judgment 
since we don’t know all the background to 
this story, the mother’s behavior was wrong 
and inexcusable in any case—and likely 
damaging to the child, particularly if this 
was the norm with them. Tragically, this is 
the norm in a great many families.

Memory of a kinder reaction
When my daughter told me this story it 

made me think of a time I made a huge mis-
take (actually 500 mistakes!) and received 
quite different treatment.

Several years ago I worked in a curtain 
factory as a cutter, cutting the material to 
be sewn into curtains. Stan, my boss at 
the time, was a patient and kind man who 
would spend a lot of his time in training 
and helping his employees to succeed on 
their jobs. I learned later what a truly great 
boss he was.

One day was particularly productive for 
me. Everything seemed to go right. I must 
have cut 500 shower curtains, setting a 
record for me. Needless to say, at the end of 
the day I left for home very pleased.

The curtains that I cut went on to the 
sewers to be hemmed before going on to the 
packers. A couple of days later the bomb 
fell! It was discovered that the curtains 
were two inches too short. I had forgotten 
to change the drum that they were cut on to 

the correct size. Here on racks, waiting to 
be packaged, were 500 shower curtains, all 
of which were too short! I was mortified, 
because in that year, 1993, a shower curtain 
retailed for at least $10 (about $16 in 2013 
dollars).

My boss Stan spent most of the morning 
in a meeting with management over the 
situation. While I sat out in the plant crying 
over my stupid mistake, management was 
discussing my fate. 

I felt so bad that I cost the company a 
great deal of money because of this huge 
mistake. I knew I’d probably be fired. 
Instead, to my surprise and great relief, my 
boss fought for me. Management only saw 
the money lost for their company. Stan, my 
boss, saw me as a valued employee who 
had made a mistake but was worth keeping 
instead of being thrown away. 

He didn’t stop there. Knowing how I felt, 
he came out after the meeting to encourage 
me. He told me that this wasn’t the worst 
thing that would happen to me in life and 
that I’d get through this.

While encouraging me he began to help 
me rip out the hems so they could be re-
hemmed at a longer length. The curtains 
ended up at Odd Lots, a bargain store, so 
the company was able to regain some of  
its losses.

Experience with others  
impacts outlook on God

I have a great memory of a very merciful 
boss, but what memory will the little girl in 
the recent incident be left with after the way 
her mother treated her? Will it be anything 
like the great memory I have from my very 
merciful boss? 

And how will she look to God in times 
when she falls short and needs forgiveness? 
Will she fear a harsh God with no mercy?

Just imagine how terrible we would feel 
if we fell short or made a mistake only to 
be rejected by God. How would we feel if 
we reached up to our Father for forgiveness 

People aren’t naturally merciful creatures. That’s why God’s saving 
grace is so powerful. It’s by God’s transforming grace that we can 
become the kind of merciful people who will inherit His Kingdom.  
by Janet Treadway
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Blessed Are the Merciful,  
for They Shall Obtain Mercy!
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“I have come that they might have life, and . . . have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).

only to have Him scream at us and totally 
ignore us? 

Thankfully our Father in heaven is not 
like that.

Which one of these examples will point 
your children and others to God in His han-
dling of us? The spiteful and cruel way this 
mother treated her daughter? Or the patient 
and merciful approach of my former boss?

Lessons from these examples 
Let’s consider some of the valuable les-

sons these stories should teach us about how 
to deal with others’ mistakes:

1. Ask God to give you a merciful heart. 

All good gifts come from God. So why 
not go to the source to obtain a merciful, 
empathic heart? Be humble and don’t look 
down on others when they make a mistake 
and are truly sorry. That is where being 
merciful comes in.

2. Don’t correct in public. The little girl’s 
mother belittled her and embarrassed her in 
front of everyone! Treat others in a way you 
would like to be treated. No one wants to be 
embarrassed in front of others.

3. Give people another chance and for-
give. The little girl wanted forgiveness and 
encouragement from her mom. Her mother 
also refused her daughter’s offer to help 
make it right. What does Scripture say? 

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32, New Interna-
tional Version). “A man’s wisdom gives him 
patience; it is to his glory to overlook an 
offense” (Proverbs 19:11).

4. Only punish for rebellion—not a 
genuine mistake. Avoid punishing your-
self and others when mistakes are made. 
Stan didn’t need to punish me; he knew 
that I was already doing that to myself. He 
could’ve fired me. He could’ve given my job 
to someone else. He could’ve belittled me. 
Instead, he forgave my mistake and looked 
for gentle ways to avoid it happening again.

5. Be an encourager. 
Encourage others when they 
make a mistake. Sadly, the 
mother failed miserably in 
reaching out to her terri-
fied and sorrowful child. 
This could’ve been a great 
teaching moment in love 
and encouragement to her 
daughter. On the other hand, 
Stan’s great mercy in fight-
ing for me, encouraging me 
and pitching in to help me fix 
the mess greatly encouraged 
me and made me want to 
try even harder to be a good 
employee.

6. Forgive. “For if you 
forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you. But if you 
do not forgive men their 
trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your tres-
passes” (Matthew 6:14-15).

God is always ready with 
open arms to accept us and 
forgive us. Even as He was 
being mocked and crucified, 

Jesus Christ prayed regarding His torment-
ers, “Father, forgive them, for they no not 
know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34, 
NIV).

So how do we handle another person’s 
mistakes? Do we crush them or build them 
up? How do we handle our own mistakes? 
Do you feel like giving up? Or do you for-
give yourself and learn from your mistakes? 
Mike Ditka, a famous American football 
coach, once said, “You’re never a loser until 
you quit trying.”

7. Treat others as God treats us. He knows 
our frame and how weak we are. He didn’t 
call the mighty of the world, but people He 
could gently work with. He called people who 

recognize that they are weak without Him.
God sees what we can become instead 

of focusing on our mistakes. He lifts us up 
and encourages us to go on. He doesn’t get 
rid of us, scream at us, reject us or replace 
us with someone else. God gives us chance 
after chance as long as we have a repentant 
heart and keep trying. 

That sums up a lot about God’s mercy 
and tenderness toward us. God instructs us 
on how to deal with each other as He deals 
with us: “Therefore, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, 
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffer-
ing; bearing with one another, and forgiving 
one another” (Colossians 3:12-13).

Remember to be kind and merciful
So the next time you or someone you 

know makes a mistake, be gentle, kind and 
encouraging. Look for ways to solve the 
problem and don’t quit! Treat others the way 
you would want to be treated if you were 
the one who goofed. Keep learning. Keep 
forgiving. We can all be in God’s Kingdom 
someday in spite of our mistakes. 

Most of all, be merciful to your children 
and those around you when they make a 
mistake. Always look at how God treats us 
when we make mistakes. “As a father pit-
ies his children, so the Lord pities those 
who fear Him. For He knows our frame; He 
remembers that we are dust. As for man, his 
days are like grass; as a flower of the field, 
so he flourishes. For the wind passes over 
it, and it is gone, and its place remembers it 
no more. But the mercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting on those who fear 
Him, and His righteousness to children’s 
children” (Psalm 103:13-17). 

And remember Jesus’ words in Matthew 
5:7: “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy.”  GN

Treat others the way you would want 
to be treated if you were the one who 
goofed. Keep learning. Keep forgiving.
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How does God want us to deal 
with others? And what does 
that teach us about the kind 
fo relationship He wants us to 
have with Him? How can we 
build a right relationship with 
Him? To help you understand 
the answers to these questions, we’ve produced a 
free booklet, Transforming Your Life: The Process 
of Conversion. Download or request your free copy 
today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.
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The Bible and You

lthough people do not realize it, 
they may embrace beliefs that are 
simply not true. How is that pos-
sible? It’s because their views 
have been formed as a result of 

tradition, hearsay or information not based 
in fact or properly researched.

Furthermore, people will often adopt the 
beliefs of their family, group or religion 
with little or no question. If or when those 
positions are challenged, people will defend 
them even if their position doesn’t match 
the facts. An example of this reaction is 
described in the following true story.

Elizabeth Kenny and infantile paralysis
In the early 1900s Elizabeth Kenny 

served as a nurse in the remote Australian 
outback. She diagnosed and treated people 
who could not get to a doctor. For example, 
in 1911 she was called to a farm to help 
a young girl who was in severe pain and 
whose legs were seriously impaired.

In a telegram to Aeneas McDonnell, a 
physician at the Toowoomba, Queensland, 
hospital, Kenny described the symptoms 
and asked for a treatment method. Dr. 
McDonnell thought the symptoms indicated 
poliomyelitis, often called polio or infantile 
paralysis. Although there was no known 
cure, he advised Kenny to do what she 
could to deal with the symptoms.

She then treated the girl with applications 
of moist, warm towels so as to ease the pain 
and relax the muscle spasms in her legs. 
Kenny then gently stretched and massaged 
the muscles. However, the now-relaxed leg 
muscles would not function. Kenny then 
worked at retraining them so they could 
again operate normally.

Not only did the little girl recover com-
pletely, but Kenny administered her treat-
ment to five other children in the vicinity 
who suffered from the same affliction. Each 
of them regained normal mobility.

Method in conflict with accepted practice 
Kenny’s innovative procedure conflicted 

with conventional medical practice, which 

was to immobilize affected limbs with casts 
and splints. She believed that the routine 
method of treating the disease actually 
generated its deformities and paralysis. 
Although Kenny’s new technique was not a 
cure, it offered significant relief from pain 
and severe crippling.

Kenny’s treatment brought her into sharp 
disagreement with many Australian medi-
cal authorities. They found it inconceivable 
that such a simple method, originating with 
a nurse and not a trained medical doctor, 
could produce such positive results.

Nevertheless, the resistance Kenny faced 
did not discourage her from working to help 
children in need. Although it took nearly 
three decades, her technique gained some 
recognition in Australia, where she set up 
treatment clinics in several cities.

In 1940 the government of New South 
Wales sent Kenny to the United States to 
introduce her treatment. Although many 
American physicians were opposed, the 
National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis 
found it credible.

In June 1940 she demonstrated her 
method at the University of Minnesota 
Medical School and Minneapolis General 
Hospital. The medical personnel at these 
institutions recognized Kenny’s procedure 
as a new model in treating polio. During 
the 1940s many Kenny treatment centers 
opened across the United States.

Kenny retired to her home in Toowoomba 
in 1951. Two years after her death in 1952, 
a vaccine was developed that led to a rapid 
decline in the number of polio cases. Ken-
ny’s principles of muscle rehabilitation left 
an important mark in the medical world. 
Some have called her the founder of modern 
physical therapy.

Conventional wisdom often seems correct
Elizabeth Kenny’s story is remarkable 

in terms of the thousands of children she 
helped. A larger point however, deals with 
the intense opposition she encountered for 
many years from the medical establishment. 
It is a prime example of what happens when 

people’s beliefs are challenged by compet-
ing facts.

Such beliefs are often described as “con-
ventional wisdom,” which the dictionary 
defines as “the body of ideas or explana-
tions generally accepted as true by the pub-
lic or by experts in a field” (emphasis added 
throughout). People often feel comfortable 
with such beliefs because other people feel 
the same way, including perceived experts 
and authorities. 

For example, through most of the 19th 
century epidemic illnesses such as cholera 
and the plague were commonly thought 
to be caused by poisonous mists in the 
night air. Also, until the early 20th cen-
tury, a common way to treat disease was 
bloodletting. Even though these ideas were 
later proved wrong, generations of people 
believed they were valid.

Conventional wisdom is pervasive
Conventional wisdom can be a snare. 

People of all ages can be held in its grip. 
It can begin as early as childhood. If, for 
example, parents and relatives are members 
of a particular political party, union or reli-
gion, children simply assume the views of 
those organizations are correct.

Even though conventional wisdom is per-
vasive in both secular and religious society, 
it’s often faulty. True knowledge comes only 
from the Creator God and is inherent in the 
laws He has set in motion to guide people’s 
lives (Psalms 32:8). It’s each person’s 
responsibility to carefully examine what 
they accept as true (John 8:32). 

Where does conventional wisdom come 

How do you know if what you believe is really true? Is it possible you 
have been influenced to believe things that are wrong? How can you 
replace faulty notions with true knowledge?  by John LaBissoniere

What Do You Believe and Why?
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from? To understand, we must go far, far 
back in time.

One of God’s angels, referred to in the 
Latin translation of Isaiah 14:12 as Lucifer, 
meaning “light bringer,” was an honored 
cherub the Bible describes as “the seal of 
perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in 
beauty” (Ezekiel 28:12).

This archangel allowed his heart to be 
filled with pride. It corrupted his character 
and judgment. Afterwards he led a third 
of the angels in rebellion against God and 
attempted to take over God’s heavenly 
throne. Being no match for Him, they  
were cast down to the earth (Luke 10:18; 
Revelation 12:4).

In their rebellion these angels became 
evil spirits or demons. And Lucifer became 
Satan—meaning “adversary.” He has ever 
since incited rebellion and strife in the lives 
of human beings (Revelation 12:9; 1 John 
5:19). He seeks to especially prevent people 
from understanding God’s marvelous truth 
by insidiously promoting counterfeit knowl-
edge and wisdom (2 Corinthians 4:3-4; 
James 3:13-14).

The devil is skilled at corruptly influenc-
ing humanity because people do not natu-
rally want “to retain God in their knowl-
edge” (Romans 1:28; 8:7; see also Jeremiah 
17:9). This leaves them easy prey for the 
devil’s unrighteous influence. 

The apostle Paul aptly described Satan-
inspired, human wisdom as foolishness  
(1 Corinthians 3:19). He urged people to 
conduct themselves “not with fleshly wisdom 
but by the grace of God” (2 Corinthians 
1:12). He cautioned them not to be held hos-
tage to “the commandments and doctrines of 
men,” which falsely offer “an appearance of 
wisdom” (Colossians 2:22-23).

Conventional Christian doctrines  
vs. the Bible

Perhaps you are a Christian and feel you 
understand the seriousness of what Paul 
said. You also need to be aware that the 
apostles and Jesus Christ Himself repeat-
edly warned about counterfeit Christianity. 
They also warned of ministers who, being 
unwittingly motivated by the devil, would 
promote seriously flawed doctrines (Mat-

thew 7:15; 2 Peter 2:1; 2 Corinthians 11:15).
These wrong teachings are often filled 

with half-truths. That means they appear 
reputable to many people, but they don’t 
accurately reflect what the Bible teaches 
(John 17:17; Luke 4:4; 11:28).

Here are some conventional beliefs you 
need to look at, each followed by what the 
Bible actually teaches:

• Conventional doctrine: “Once saved, 
always saved,” also known as “eternal 
security.” Biblical truth: An individual can 
receive salvation from sins through Christ 
and still, through neglect, ultimately come 
to reject God, thereby losing salvation (2 
Peter 2:21; Hebrews 2:1-3; 6:4-8; 10:26-38).

• Conventional doctrine: The reward 
for a good life is going to live as a disem-
bodied consciousness in heaven at the time 
of death. Biblical truth: The dead are not 
conscious, and no one has ascended con-
sciously to heaven following death except 
Jesus Christ—after He was resurrected 
from the dead (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10; John 
3:13; Acts 2:29, 34). 

• Conventional doctrine: You have an 

immortal soul. Biblical truth: You do not 
have an immortal soul. A soul can die, and 
again there is no consciousness in death. 
Death is compared in Scripture to a lifeless 
sleep from which people must be awakened 
in a resurrection (Ezekiel 18:4, 20; Eccle-
siastes 9:5, 10; Daniel 12:2; 1 Corinthians 
15:18).

• Conventional doctrine: Sunday is the 
Sabbath. Biblical truth: The seventh day of 
the week, Friday sunset to Saturday sunset, 
is God’s Sabbath (Genesis 1:31–2:3; Exodus 
20:8-10; Isaiah 58:13; Mark 2:28).

• Conventional doctrine: Jesus was cruci-
fied on a Friday and resurrected on Sunday 
morning, being dead for parts of three days. 
Biblical truth: Jesus was in the grave for 
three days and three nights, which cannot 
fit between Friday afternoon and Sunday 
morning (Matthew 12:39-40). 

These are just a few examples of many 
long-established, conventional Christian 
teachings contrasted with true biblical 
understanding. Do you see why it’s so 
important for you to thoroughly challenge 
what you read, hear and accept as truth?

Jesus Christ resisted  
conventional religious ideas

Jesus Himself was the best example of 
challenging the status quo. His teachings 
and actions persuasively corrected accepted 
religious notions (Mark 1:22; Matthew 5:21-
44). Jesus told His followers to carefully 
scrutinize what they were taught and to avoid 
following the wide, easy way that would lead 
to their destruction (Matthew 7:13).

The apostle Paul also encouraged people 
to “not be conformed to this world” but to 
“prove what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God” (Romans 12:2). 
You also need to question your religious 
beliefs by honestly comparing them to 
scriptural truth (Acts 17:11).

True understanding comes from being 
willing to look outside traditional Christian 
teachings to what is actually written in the 
Bible (Isaiah 55:8-9; 66:2; 1 Corinthians 
1:19-21).

Of course it may be difficult to accept 
what you learn because you will have to 
unlearn deep-seated ways of thinking. 
Discovering that something you believe is 
wrong can, at first, make you feel uncom-
fortable. Admitting you have been wrong 
is one of the hardest things you will ever 
do. Nevertheless, if you sincerely desire to 
please your Creator and follow His way of 
life, you will strive to reject all error and 
love the truth (3 John 11; 1 Peter 1:22).

Living by every word of God
Elizabeth Kenny developed a revolution-

ary method to treat polio. Although many 
ridiculed her successful procedure, she never 
gave in to their criticisms. Kenny rejected 
conventional wisdom and lived by what she 
knew to be correct. You should also honestly 
compare traditional Christian doctrines with 
the Bible. Prove what’s really true!  GN

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

Few realize it, but we live in a 
world of lies and deception. 
God’s Word clearly tells us 
that Satan the devil “deceives 
the whole world” and that the 
whole world lies under his sway 
(Revelation 12:9; 1 John 5:19). 
So is it any surprise that the world is such a confused 
and confusing mess? Be sure to read our free booklet 
Is There Really a Devil? Download or request your free 
copy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

Elizabeth Kenny’s story is remarkable in terms of the 
thousands of children she helped. But it is also a prime 
example of what happens when people’s beliefs are 
challenged by competing facts.
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hrough the physician Luke, God 
relates many stories and parables 
about people who are neglected, for-
gotten, ignored or lost. Luke writes 
about women, beggars, lost sons 

and widows with a touch that betrays his 
own compassion and empathy for common 
people. Luke was drawn to this side of Jesus 
Christ’s ministry and was used by God to 
record a unique perspective.

People were important to Luke, people 
are valuable to Christ, and people should 
be important to us too. Here is a story that 
brings that out.

Setting the scene
Picture a woman living in a small house, 

one of several on a crowded village street. 
A kindly lady, she gets by on very little. Her 
days consist in sewing and knitting, read-
ing, cooking and conversation with others. 
Though lacking in money, she does have 
some—ten silver coins that are of great 
value to her. But one day she discovers that 
one is gone.

Christ presented this scenario in two brief 
verses: “Or what woman, having ten silver 
coins, if she loses one coin, does not light 
a lamp, sweep the house, and search care-
fully until she finds it? And when she has 
found it, she calls her friends and neighbors 
together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 
have found the piece which I lost!’ Like-
wise, I say to you, there is joy in the pres-
ence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents” (Luke 15:8-10).

Focusing in on the coins here, some have 
argued that they would have hung on a veil 
or around a woman’s neck as part of jewelry 
or a dowry to be her living if her husband 

died. This would add to the importance of 
these coins to her, but there is no direct evi-
dence that this was the case. The monetary 
consideration is significant enough.

According to the original Greek, the 
coins here were drachmas, each equivalent 
to a Roman denarius, which represented 
about a day’s wages. So let’s say that in 
today’s money she had $1,000 and now 
found $100 missing. 

Moreover, an expert on ancient Middle 
Eastern lifestyle says that coin money was 
not common among such peasants: “The 
peasant village is, to a large extent, self-

supporting, making its own cloth and grow-
ing its own food. Cash is a rare commodity. 
Hence the lost coin is of far greater value in 
a peasant home than the day’s labor it rep-
resents monetarily” (Kenneth Bailey, Poet 
& Peasant and Through Peasant Eyes: A 
Literary Cultural Approach to the Parables 
in Luke, 1983, p. 157).

In any case, we can see that a missing coin 
among 10 would be a terrible loss for her.

A determined search 
We can imagine the heart of this woman 

skipping a beat and her gasping with shock 
when she learns the coin is missing. Has she 
mislaid it or dropped it? Has someone taken 
it? This was enough to send a person into a 
panic. Where could it be?

A typical house of that time had a few 

small slits for windows or no windows at 
all, so that there was little light. To search 
for the lost coin requires more light. Oil 
for a lamp is not cheap, however, and she 
normally saves it for the night. But she must 
find that coin.

The search is on. Out comes her broom, 
and carefully she begins a systematic and 
thorough search. Across the packed-earth 
floor and under mats and pottery vessels  
she searches. Nothing shows up. Again she 
goes back over the same area but from a 
different angle, the light from the lamp  
casting different shadows this time. 

Just as she is about to end the second 
sweep without any success she sees a small 
glimmer. There it is! The coin is found! 
Quickly she picks it up and blows away the 
dust. Yes, she exclaims: “There you are! I 
thought you were gone, never to be found!”

She rushes out of her house calling to her 

neighbors: “Come, rejoice and celebrate 
with me! The coin I lost has been found!” 
You can imagine the shared joy of her 
friends—thankful that she’s no longer at 
wit’s end and that she still has all her valu-
able coins. Inner calm returns. Life is once 
again normal and peaceful.

Relationships and the need for restoration
It’s a simple, straightforward situation 

presented in three verses. What is there for 
us to learn? 

All three parables in Luke 15 concern the 
restoration of lost relationships—ultimately 
God seeking out human beings who were 
lost to Him and bringing them back into 
a loving relationship with Him. That is 
certainly the point here—and all must real-
ize their need to be found by Him. But we 

The Parable of the Lost Coin:  
Seeking Lost People

Even though God has nine of the ten coins, He wants all of 
them. This parable encourages us in God’s singular devotion 
to caring for mankind enough to go searching for the lost.

Jesus told a brief story about a woman’s determined search for 
what she had lost. While picturing God’s desire to reclaim lost 
human beings, it also shows that we should share that desire—
putting high value on relationships.  by Darris McNeely 
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should also recognize that God desires us to 
be like Him in seeing the importance of rela-
tionships with other people and striving to 
reconcile and restore fellowship with them.

As I think about a woman of meager 
means in a small home and the matter of 
lost relationships, I’m reminded of a lady  
I once knew.

In the years I worked in pastoral ministry 
I met many different types of people. One 
day I received a letter from a widow—I 
remember her name as Sadie—who wanted 
me to visit her and talk about the truths she 
was coming to learn from the Bible about 
God and the calling He was offering her.

I found her living in a small shack of a 
house, what was once factory housing in a 
North Carolina mill town, long since aban-
doned and neglected. She barely had run-
ning water, little food and few possessions. 
What she had found was a new and better 
understanding of God. For the first time 
in her life, her mind was being opened to 
understand the deep truths of who and what 
God is and what His purpose for her life 
was all about.

Sadie was what we would call a God-
fearer, a seeker. She had been religious all 
her life. She believed in God and read her 
Bible. But something was missing. She was 
never completely satisfied with what she 
had heard, and the faith of her youth left an 
unresolved promise in her life. She was like 
many today who know something is miss-
ing from their religion and continue to seek 
for a deeper meaning to their life and richer 
relationship with God.

Widowhood had not been 
kind to Sadie. Her family 
had abandoned her. I never 
really knew how she came 
to be in that small, dark 
shack of a house where I 
found her. Sadie was down 
to her last “coin” in life, and 
it was not like she expected 
to find the other nine. 

But the one “coin” she 
did find in that dark house 
—the true gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the Kingdom of 
God—she was holding on 
to with all she had. That 
one coin shone brightly 
and began to warm her. 
She welcomed me into her 
home and we welcomed her 
into ours.

Sadie found a home in 
the Church of God. One of 

the first things I did was find her an apart-
ment that was closer to town, in a nice area 
and near a grocery store—and that had a 
full bath and running hot and cold water! 
She now had a clean, bright and warm phys-
ical home as well as a safe and welcoming 
spiritual home where she could worship 
each Sabbath with her new family.

Seeking the lost—and being found
God says He will care for the widow: 

“The Lord watches over the strangers; He 
relieves the fatherless and widow; but the 
way of the wicked He turns upside down” 
(Psalm 146:9). I have seen this to be true 
countless times in so many circumstances 
through the years. As I learned with Sadie, 
God will even search out a widow and bring 
help to her. To God a widow can be one of 
those “lost coins” that He goes after with the 
oil lamp lit and broom sweeping back and 
forth till He finds her and brings her into 
contact with someone to carry her forward.

Even though God has nine of the ten 
coins, He wants all of them. This parable 
encourages us in God’s singular devotion to 
caring for mankind enough to go searching 
for the lost. Christ spent time with those 
who needed His presence and teaching to 
deal with and overcome sin. As He stated: 
“Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. I did not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentance” (Mark 2:17).

In God’s great plan He will gather all 
the lost outcasts and join them to the larger 
spiritual body He is building—the Church 

in all its spiritual glory. Sadie was one 
example of God’s care and concern for us.

Sadie learned this lesson of God’s desire 
for restoring others in relationship with 
Him, and I can relate something she did 
that makes me think she took this way of 
thinking to heart herself. Of all the children 
Sadie had, there was one daughter she had 
lost contact with many years earlier. The 
girl simply disappeared from her life and 
had made no contact with her or any other 
family member. But Sadie had hope she 
was alive somewhere.

Sadie knew she herself had been “found” 
by her spiritual Father. So she set out to find 
her physical daughter. She began advertis-
ing through classified ads in selected news-
papers. I discovered what she was doing 
when I saw her notice posted in our inter-
nationally published church newspaper.

I never knew if Sadie found any trace of 
her daughter. I assume she did not. It was 
soon after this that I was transferred to 
another pastorate, and in time I lost contact 
with her. Sadie likely lived out her years 
knowing that one day she would find that 
“lost coin,” her daughter, in a better time 
and place—when the world is ruled by the 
Kingdom of God. Then she will be able  
to share with her child the same truth she 
herself found.

The message of the Kingdom of God 
requires repentance—changing and turn-
ing around a life—to obedience and wor-
ship of God in spirit and truth, trusting in 
His promises of life to come. Christ came 
preaching this challenge to “repent, and 
believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). That 
challenge is clearly before you in this par-
able of the lost coin. God will search for 
you until He finds you. He is unrelenting.

The challenge is before you today. The 
question is, will you be found?  GN

“Then He taught them many things by parables . . .” (Mark 4:2).

The woman in Jesus’ parable was overjoyed when she found 
her lost coin. His parable teaches us about God’s desire for a 
right relationship with us. 
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It’s crucial that you under-
stand what God is looking for 
in a relationship with you. How 
can you build a right relation-
ship with Him? What does He 
expect of you? He spells it out 
clearly in His Word! To help you 
understand the answers to these questions, we’ve 
produced a free booklet, Transforming Your Life: 
The Process of Conversion. Download or request 
your free copy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.
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hen one fully desires to fol-
low Jesus Christ’s invitation 
of “Follow Me,” it’s crucial to 
continue growing spiritually in 
viewing people as He does.

I’m speaking about more than keeping 
our physical eyes open. We must make sure 
that the lens of our heart remains wide open 
to continually capture the essence of what 
Christ sees in people.

It’s very human to make snap judgments 
about others at a single glance and pigeon-
hole people into obscurity. It is equally 
human to judge people based on their exter-
nal activities that can appear so outwardly 
correct rather than appreciate what is going 
on deep down inside them.

Christ understood how important it is for 

us to continually confront this human reality 
and thus long ago accepted an invitation to 
a dinner in Capernaum to help us learn how 
to view others through His eyes and take a 
good look at ourselves at the same time.

Dinner with Jesus interrupted
We enter with Christ into a dinner setting 

prepared for Him by Simon the Pharisee 
(Luke 7:36). Jesus had recently been on the 
move through parts of Samaria and Galilee, 
His teachings, miracles and reputation pre-
ceding Him—including His raising of the 
dead in the nearby village of Nain (Luke 
7:11-17).

It had also been reported that He enjoyed 
feasting with sinners and tax collectors (verses 
33-34). These contrasting stories were both a 
marvel and a puzzling conundrum to many. 
Jesus of Nazareth did not seem to be your run-
of-the-mill rabbi. Thus Simon extended this 

invitation to get a clearer picture.
It was customary to invite such a rabbi 

into one’s home to allow him to share more 
of his teaching, and often those outside 
would come right through the door. Simon’s 
initial motives for welcoming Christ into 
his home are not exactly known, but his 
recorded lack of hospitality in this case 
offers evidence of possible disdain toward 
his invited guest.

Simon, Jesus and the rest of the dinner 
party were most likely eating and convers-
ing in the manner of that day—reclining on 
their sides on couches placed around a table 
in a horseshoe formation. 

Suddenly, all eyes turn elsewhere. The 
gravity of attention shifts from the center  
of the room to a surprise guest at the edge 

of the enclosure. People are astonished.
Luke vividly introduces her his way: 

“And behold, a woman in the city who was 
a sinner . . .” (Luke 7:37). The New Living 
Translation refers to her as an “immoral 
woman.”

Little is left to the imagination. Who  
does she think she is, inviting herself into 
such fine social circles? But here she is 
because of one thing: She knew Jesus 
would be here, and that’s where she needed 
to be—no matter what!

A shocking act
But now everyone’s eyes tighten their 

focus, for something is happening. What 
is she doing? She carries an alabaster flask 
of fragrant oil. Next she kneels down at the 
Rabbi’s feet and begins to cry, her moist 
tears falling onto His feet.

Then she does the unthinkable for a 

grown Jewish woman. She unloosens her 
long hair and tenderly dries His feet with 
this living towel. She then kisses those 
same feet she has lovingly washed.

You talk about being in the moment! As 
today’s expression so aptly depicts, she was 
“up close and personal.”

Next, she takes more of the refreshing 
and soothing oil and rubs it into His feet 
(verses 37-38). This woman offered up 
every fiber of her being, and it was as if 
nothing would come between her and the 
One she served.

She didn’t care who was there or who 
knew. It’s as if nothing else in the world 
mattered or existed. There was this incred-
ible connection for all to behold if they had 
spiritual eyes to see. She was pouring out 
herself in sacrificial gratitude to the One 
she served.

Yet Simon the Pharisee was appalled. 
How could this untouchable individual even 
be in his house and do such a thing while 
good people looked on?

Surely this answered the question as to 
whether Jesus was a man of God. For, he 
thought, no true prophet of God would ever 
let a sinner touch Him (verse 39).

Such a conclusion comported with his 
membership in the sect of the Pharisees, 
this name denoting those who were “sepa-
rate” from anything deemed ungodly.

“Simon, I have something to say to you”
It is then that Jesus zoomed in to his host 

by name: “Simon, I have something to say 
to you” (verse 40). Imagine those eyes and 
voice talking directly to you!

He went on to share a tale of two men 
who were both in debt but at different lev-
els, with both equally unable to pay what 
they owed, yet the lender forgave their 
debts. Jesus concluded by asking which one 
would love the lender more (verse 41-42).

Simon sensibly answered, “I suppose 
the one whom he forgave more.” Jesus 
responded in effect, “You got it!” (see verse 
43). The point to Simon was: Think—is it 
any wonder this woman has displayed such 
deep appreciation towards Me?

And Simon was still not off the hook yet. 
Jesus then boldly inquired of him, “Do you 

So, What Do You See?

Luke’s Gospel account contains much about gentiles, women, 
lepers and others who had been marginalized by those who 
already thought they were doing just fine before God.

A dinner host was aghast when a woman of ill repute wiped Jesus’ 
feet with her hair. But Jesus had a message for him—and for us.   
by Robin Webber

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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see this woman?” (verse 44).
That is: Take a good look! Open your 

eyes! Open your blinded heart! She did 
what you didn’t do at all, because of your 
self-righteous doubts about Me. She did 
everything that was yours to do as host, but 
your doubts and fears held you back. I was 
your guest. You didn’t even begin to receive 
Me, as was your role, with a welcoming 
kiss of peace, with water for washing My 
feet after a long day on dusty roads or with 
a refreshing touch of soothing oil (verses 
44-46). This woman lavished these upon 
Me with deep humility and gratitude.

The contrasting indictment was stagger-
ing. Jesus concluded His lesson to Simon 
with this statement: “Therefore I say to 
you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, 
for she loved much. But to whom little is 
forgiven [that’s you, Simon, and those like 
you], the same loves little” (verse 47).

He then focused His gaze on the woman 
and said, “Your sins are forgiven” (verse 48).

It startled those in the room, and they 
spoke among themselves, asking, “Who 
is this who even forgives sin?” (verse 49). 
There was only one possible answer to 
accept or reject—Jesus was God in the flesh. 
He was the prophesied Immanuel, meaning 
“God with us” (see Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 
1:23). He once again would focus His gaze 
on the woman and assure her, “Your faith 
has saved you. Go in peace” (Luke 7:50).

Our eyes have experienced a target-rich 
environment to consider where to place our 
focus in this moving account. Where have 
your eyes settled?

Let’s consider the field of vision offered 
by this story: Christ entering the door of 
Simon’s home; Christ enjoying Himself 
with the give-and-take of conversation 
at the banquet table; the woman drying 
Christ’s feet with her hair; the frown of 
disbelief on Simon’s face; the smile on the 
woman’s face when she is told, “Your sins 
are forgiven!”

We need to take a good look inwardly
I would suggest that where our eyes need 

to come to rest is squarely on ourselves, the 
power in this story being to help us recog-
nize our lack of sufficiency apart from the 
ongoing redeeming and restorative work of 
God the Father through Jesus Christ.

Proverbs 14:12 states, “There is a way 
that seems right to a man, but its end is the 
way of death.” It’s all the more tragic when 
this applies to those who think they are 
truly yielded to God in understanding and 
following His ways but are not.

There’s something in human nature and 
even in sincere religious people like Simon 
the Pharisee that doesn’t fully grasp what 
the apostle Paul so aptly stated: “For I know 
that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing 
good dwells; for to will is present with me, 
but how to perform what is good I do not 
find” (Romans 7:18).

Regrettably, by our thoughts, words and 
deeds we can send out a loud and clear mes-
sage to God and others that, in the inner 
workings of our hearts, we view it as though 
God sent His Son to die for everyone but 
us. By our lack of humility like Simon the 
Pharisee, we are stating, “I’m not in need!”

But oh yes, we are! The reality of Christi-
anity is that God sent His Son here to earth 
not to simply make good men better, but to 
allow “dead men walking” to be able to live 
for the very first time.

The “woman . . . who was a sinner” knew 
exactly what she was and that she was noth-
ing but dead apart from what Christ had to 
offer. That’s why she was expressing love 
and gratitude the best she knew how. Con-
versely, Simon’s prideful heart was dead  
on arrival.

Learn the lesson from this story. We need 
to always remember where God first found 
us and allowed us to experience Him, up 
close and personal, just like the woman in 
this story.

Christ came to seek and save the lost
This powerful lesson was not lost on  

the Gospel writer, Luke, when he wrote 
what he had heard about this encounter at 

Capernaum. He elsewhere, by the guid-
ance of God’s Holy Spirit, recorded Jesus’ 
parables about God’s desire to recover the 
lost (see Luke 15).

And in Luke 19:10 he quoted this state-
ment of Jesus for all of us to rest our eyes 
on and keep them there for our spiritual 
well-being: “For the Son of Man has come 
to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
That was us! We were rescued from our-
selves and given worth in Him.

Indeed, Luke’s Gospel account contains 
much about gentiles, women, lepers and 
others who had been marginalized by those 
who already thought they were doing just 
fine before God because of who they were 
and what they outwardly performed.

Of course, all of us should see ourselves 
as needing restoration with God—and we 
should seek to restore others.

Christ walked into that door in Caper-
naum long ago to teach us a vital lesson in 
how to respond to those who walk into our 
lives today. Simply put, like the old saying 
goes, “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” 
He showed us by example that we should 
not judge people by where they have come 
from, but where they are choosing to go in 
following the call of our Heavenly Father.

We should conclude with three simple 
questions: 

1. Are others’ opinions and their ever-
staring eyes and frozen hearts keeping 
us from serving Christ with our personal 
bests? 

2. Whose thoughts—including our 
own—create distance between us and our 
Master when He desires us to come as close 
as possible in thought, motive and deed to 
experience Him fully and completely? 

3. In the days ahead, whose pair of eyes 
will you be utilizing as people come into 
your sphere of interaction—Simon the 
Pharisee’s or Jesus Christ’s? Be assured, the 
lesson is headed your way!  GN

“My sheep Hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me” (John 10:27).

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

Who was Jesus of Nazareth, 
really? What was it about His 
teachings and actions that led 
Him into so much conflict with 
the religious authorities of His 
day? What does He want and 
expect of us as His followers? 
You need to read our free booklet Jesus Christ: The 
Real Story!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.
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entered the room where they were eating, 
knelt and washed Jesus’ feet with her tears.
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o learn about God, we must go right to the source, the 
Bible, which is His revelation to humanity. It is His Word, 

His message, to mankind.
Many people don’t grasp exactly who Jesus Christ was  

and is. It is fundamentally important for us to understand!
We truly want to help you learn all you can about God the 

Father and Jesus Christ, plus we want to help you go beyond that. 
We want you to come to personally and intimately know Them as 
your Heavenly Father and Elder Brother. This will happen if you 
develop the habit of studying the Bible and praying every day, and 
putting the Bible into practice in your everyday life.

This study focuses on key scriptures in the Bible where God 
reveals highly significant things about His nature and actions.

The following is a condensed popular story by the late Paul Harvey:
There was a nonreligious, skeptical man who just couldn’t swal-

low the “Jesus story” about an incarnation, about God coming to 
earth as a man. But one snowy evening he noticed a flock of birds 
huddled miserably, not having any shelter. Well, he couldn’t let the 
poor creatures lie there and freeze, and he thought about his barn. 
That would provide a warm shelter—if he could direct the birds to it.

Quickly he went to the barn, opened the doors wide and turned 
on a light, but the birds did not come in. He figured food would 
entice them in. So he hurried back to the house, found some bread 
crumbs that he sprinkled on the snow, making a trail to the door-
way of the barn. 

But to his dismay, the birds ignored the bread crumbs, and 
continued to flap around helplessly in the snow. He tried catching 
them. He tried shooing them into the barn by walking around them 
waving his arms. Instead, they scattered in every direction, except 
into the warm, lighted barn.

And then, he realized that they were afraid of him. To them, he 
reasoned, I am a strange and terrifying creature. If only I could 
think of some way to let them know that they can trust me—that 
I am not trying to hurt them, but to help them. But how? Because 
any move he made tended to frighten them, they just would not  
follow. They would not be led or shooed because they feared him.

“If only I could be a bird,” he thought to himself, “and mingle 
with them and speak their language. Then I could tell them not to 
be afraid. Then I could show them the way to the safe, warm barn. 
But I would have to be one of them so they could see, and hear and 
understand.”

That thought became an epiphany. Stunned, he remembered 
the fundamental message: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us” (John 1:14). Suddenly the gospel he had heard made 
complete sense! He dropped to his knees in the snow. 
  What does the Bible tell us about the Father and the Son—
the God family?

Many people are confused about this subject. There is only one 

God, but God is a family, comprising God the Father and God  
the Word, who became the Son of God, Jesus Christ (John 1:1,  
14). They are also “one” in the sense that the Father and Son are 
identical in character.

Notice the plural pronouns in Genesis 1:26: “Then God said, 
‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness’” 
(emphasis added throughout).

The Bible clearly identifies two Beings who exist together as 
the one God. But what about the Holy Spirit? The Bible doesn’t 
describe the Holy Spirit as a distinct divine Person, as many 
believe. It is revealed as the Spirit of God the Father and Jesus 

Christ—the power that emanates from Them that They use for 
many different purposes.

The idea of God being a “Trinity” became popular centuries 
after Jesus Christ’s time. It is not taught by the Bible. That idea 
originated in ancient paganism. The Bible is full of many proofs 
that God is not a Trinity. (To learn more, download or request our 
free booklet Is God a Trinity?) However, the Trinity is not the  
subject of this lesson.

One widespread misconception is that there was a big difference 
in the character of the God of the Old Testament (primarily strict 
and harsh) and Jesus Christ in the New Testament (merciful and 
loving). This lesson will show the surprising biblical truth.
  First, can we prove that Jesus existed prior to His human 
birth?

“And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the 
glory which I had with You before the world was” (John 17:5).

“Father . . . you loved me before the world was created” (John 
17:24, Contemporary English Version).

“And He [Jesus] said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning 
from heaven’” (Luke 10:18).

In Luke 10, Jesus refers to the fall of Satan that occurred before 
the creation of Adam and Eve. Many other scriptures could be 
quoted to prove that Jesus existed prior to His human birth. For 
example, Luke 10:22 shows that Jesus, and only Jesus, had first-
hand, intimate knowledge of God the Father. The next section  
further proves Jesus’ preexistence.

An Amazing Truth: Jesus Christ 
Was the God of the Old Testament 

“For by Him [Jesus Christ] all things were 
created that are in heaven and that are on 
earth . . . All things were created through 
Him and for Him. And He is before all 
things, and in Him all things consist”  
(Colossians 1:16-17).

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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  Was Jesus Christ also God before and after His incarnation?
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they 

shall call His name Immanuel, which is translated, ‘God with us’” 
(Matthew 1:23; quoting Isaiah 7:14).

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God . . . And 
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:1-2, 14).

“I [Jesus] and My Father are one” (John 10:30).
In John 1, we learn that “in the beginning” there were two Beings 

who were both God. The rest of the chapter clearly shows that the 
One called the Word was the One who became Jesus Christ. He was 
incarnated—“became flesh”—at His human birth, but He existed 
forever prior to that.

The New Testament is full of proof that Jesus was God. Jesus did 
what only God could do—forgive sins. Paul refers to Jesus in Titus 
1:3 and 2:10 as “God our Savior.” And since Jesus was and is God, 
that means He has existed for all eternity! 
  What passage most clearly shows that Jesus was the God of 
the Old Testament?

“Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all 

our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all 
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the 
same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they 
drank of that spiritual Rock that followed [or accompanied] them, 
and that Rock was Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:1-4). 

Plainly, the God who was leading the Israelites out of Egypt, 
through the Red Sea and into the Promised Land was the One who 
later became Jesus Christ! He provided manna to eat (Exodus 16:4, 
31, 35) and water to drink, sometimes from solid rock (Exodus 
17:6). Calling the food and drink “spiritual” has a dual meaning:  
It was supernaturally provided, plus it also represented the spiritual 
sustenance He was providing as the bread of life and the water of 
life (John 4:14; 6:30-35).
  What do the New Testament and Jesus Himself say about 
God the Father that proves the Father was not the God of the 
Old Testament?

“No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who  
is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him” (John 1:18).

“And the Father Himself, who sent Me [Jesus], has testified of 
Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His 
form” (John 5:37).

“Not that anyone has seen the Father, except He [Jesus] who is 
from God; He has seen the Father” (John 6:46).

The God of the Old Testament many times visibly appeared to peo-
ple and audibly spoke to people—which, when we compare this to 
these verses from John’s Gospel, proves He was not God the Father.
  Who was the actual Creator of the universe, the earth and 
all things?

“For by Him [Jesus Christ] all things were created that are in 
heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created 
through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him 
all things consist” (Colossians 1:16-17).

“. . . God who created all things through Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 
3:9).

“All things were made through Him [the Word], and without Him 
nothing was made that was made” (John 1:3; see also Hebrews 1:1-2).

God the Father authorized the creation, but the Word, the One 
who became Jesus Christ, actually did the creating. John 1:3 is 
clearly referring to Jesus Christ, as the rest of the chapter shows. 
Colossians 1:17 verifies that He had to exist “before all things,” 
since He created all things.
  Who originally made the Sabbath a holy day?

“And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had 
done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which 
He had done. Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, 
because in it He rested from all His work which God had created 
and made” (Genesis 2:2-3).

“And He [Jesus] said to them, ‘The Sabbath was made for man, 
and not man for the Sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord 
of the Sabbath’” (Mark 2:27-28).

The word sanctify means to set something apart as sacred or holy. 
The Creator God rested on the seventh day, making it holy—and 
the verses that present Jesus as the Creator on behalf of the Father 
make it clear that Jesus is also the One who rested. Furthermore, 
Jesus’ lordship over the Sabbath in Mark 2:28 implies that He is the 
One who made it holy.
  How does the name “I AM” help prove that Jesus was the 
God of the Old Testament?

“Then Moses said to God, ‘Indeed, when I come to the children 
of Israel and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me  
to you,” and they say to me, “What is His name?” what shall I say 
to them?’ And God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ And He 
said, ‘Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, “I AM has sent 
me to you”’” (Exodus 3:13-14).

“Jesus said to them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abra-
ham was, I AM.’ Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but 
Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going through the 
midst of them, and so passed by” (John 8:58-59).

For what reason did Jesus’ Jewish adversaries try to stone Him 
here? Because He referred to Himself with one of the names of 
God, the name by which God revealed Himself to Moses. It would 
have angered the Jews if Jesus had only said, “Before Abraham, I 
was” or “Before Abraham, I existed.” But when Jesus referred to 
Himself as “I AM,” they were utterly incensed because He was 
clearly and pointedly identifying Himself as God.

Some other places where Jesus referred to Himself as “I AM” 
are John 8:24, 28; 13:19; 18:5, 8. Notice in John 18:6 that when 
Jesus identified Himself as “I AM” to the arresting party, they were 
miraculously knocked to the ground.

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105).
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Notice how “I am” is included when Jesus identifies Himself as “the bread of 
life” (John 6:48), “the light of the world” (John 8:12), “the door” (John 10:9), 
“the good shepherd” (John 10:11), “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25), 
“the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6) and “the true vine” (John 15:1). 
These are often referred to as the seven great “I AMs.” Significantly, in the Old 
Testament, God identifies Himself in some of the same ways, such as being our 
shepherd, our light and our life.
  What can we learn from studying the subject of Melchizedek?

“Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the 
priest of God Most High” (Genesis 14:18).

“[Melchizedek, who was] without father, without mother, without genealogy, 
having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, 
remains a priest continually” (Hebrews 7:3).

“And having been perfected, He [Jesus] became the author of eternal salvation 
to all who obey Him, called by God as High Priest ‘according to the order of 
Melchizedek’” (Hebrews 5:9-10).

Melchizedek appeared to Abraham as both a king and priest. In fact, He was 
“king of righteousness” and “king of peace” (Hebrews 7:1-2). Verse 3 reveals 
that he was an eternal divine being, having “neither beginning of days nor end 
of life” and an unending priesthood. A careful reading of Hebrews 7 proves that 
Melchizedek was the Word, the One who became Jesus Christ.
  Was there a big change in divine character from Old to New Testament 
times?

“For I am the Lord, I do not change; therefore you are not consumed, O sons 
of Jacob” (Malachi 3:6).

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).
The same Being is described in both verses. He was merciful in His dealings 

with ancient Israel—though ultimately bringing judgment. And He remains 
merciful today, having died for our sins. But He will come in judgment yet. 
Still, His mercy prevails (James 2:13). Indeed, it is the same mercy the Father 
has (2 John 1:3).

Knowing that the God of the Old Testament was the One who became Jesus 
Christ shows how totally false the idea is that there was a difference in the char-
acter of the God of the Old Testament and Jesus Christ in the New Testament! 
They are one and the same. Knowing this also supports the fact that there is per-
fect continuity and harmony between the Old and New Testaments. The Old Tes-
tament serves as the foundation for the further revelations in the New Testament.

As we’ve seen, Jesus Christ came to reveal the Father. So, contrary to popular 
belief, the Old Testament reveals the Word who became Jesus Christ, and the 
New Testament reveals the Father!

Apply now
If previous to this lesson you thought that the God who spoke and appeared 

in the Old Testament was God the Father, you may now have quite a challenge 
in changing your perspective! To get you started, jot down three or more main 
things you remember about God from the Old Testament, and then substitute 
“the Word” where you previously thought of “the Father.” 

Next, jot down three or more main things you remember about Jesus Christ from 
the New Testament, and focus on how that same Jesus Christ was also the divine 
Being who spoke to and interacted with human beings 
throughout the Old Testament. Once you get used to this  
perspective, the whole Bible will make more sense to you!

Also, be sure to download or request your free copy 
of our booklet Jesus Christ: The Real Story. People have 
many questions and misconceptions about who Jesus was 
and is, and this booklet will help you understand right 
from the pages of your Bible. To really understand the 
One who is your Savior and coming King, you need to 
read this eye-opening booklet!  GN

    www.ucg.org   .

Who’s behind The Good News magazine? 
Many readers have wondered who we are 

and how we are able to provide The Good News 
free to all who request it. Simply put, The Good 
News is pro  vided by people—people from all walks 
of life, from all over the world, as enabled by God. 

And those people have a common goal:  
to proclaim the gos pel of the coming King-
dom of God to all the world as a witness and 
to teach all nations to observe what Christ 
commanded (Matthew 24:14; 28:19-20).

We are dedicated to proclaiming the same 
message Jesus Christ brought—the wonderful 
good news of the coming Kingdom of God (Mat-
thew 4:23; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:43; 8:1). That 
message truly is good news—the answer to all 
the problems that have long plagued humankind. 
Through the pages of The Good News, various 
booklets (also free), our many Internet resources 
and our Beyond Today TV program, we show the 
biblical answers to the dilemmas that have defied 

human solution 
and threaten our 
very survival. 

We are com-
mitted to taking 
that message to 
the entire world, 
sharing the truth 

of God’s purpose and plan for us as taught by Jesus 
Christ. 

The United Church of God has congregations 
and ministers around the world. In these congre-
gations believers assemble to be instructed from 
the Scriptures and to fellowship. For locations and 
times of services in your area, contact us at the 
appropriate address on page 2. Visitors are always 
welcome.

For additional information, visit our website:
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“Two Seconds After: What Will You Do When Crisis Overtakes 
the World?”

I was very interested to read this article. In 2004 we were living in Zim-
babwe, farming wheat, soya and maize crops. It was a large farm with 500 
hectares under irrigation. We had a large work force with many grannies and 
grandpas bringing up orphaned children, having lost HIV-affected parents. 

We knew farmers were being evicted, but didn’t expect it to happen to us so 
quickly. We had four hours to get off our farm or be killed. Imagine a full house, 
two vehicles, many farm tractors and implements, and you have four hours to 
pack and go. This is when you realize what is important. We kept our faith and 
belief in God. Nothing could take that away. Even though my husband died as a 
result of all this, I still kept believing and praying. That’s how I survived in spite 
of losing everything I ever owned and worked for. 

Reader, Johannesburg, South Africa

Beyond Today TV program

Thank you for The Good News magazine. I especially enjoy the articles 
encouraging the Christian life. I hereby request your booklet Why Does God 
Allow Suffering? as advertised on Beyond Today. I’ve been tithing to the church 
I go to, but here’s a part of my tithe for you on my late husband’s inheritance. 

Reader, British Columbia, Canada

I just saw your program, and I want to request your free booklet What Does 
the Bible Teach About Tithing? Do you have any other free offers? It is not very 
often that you can receive anything free nowadays. I haven’t seen your program 
before, but I like it. 

Reader, New South Wales, Australia

All of our booklets, the Bible Study Course and The Good News magazine are 
free of charge. However, we do accept freewill offerings, as getting the gospel 
out costs a great deal of money. Many of our booklets are mentioned in The 
Good News and on Beyond Today. 

I am in Australia and just happened to turn the TV on and was impressed 
with your program. I pray every day in hope that I am loved and accepted by 
God. So I would like to take the opportunity to receive your free magazine The 
Good News. I am going to buy a Bible.

Reader, New South Wales, Australia

The Good News

I have been so blessed by The Good News and wanted to thank you for the 
work you put in and for mailing this publication and other resources available 
to everyone. Truly your work is building and equipping the body. I have found 
many of the issues you address to be enlightening and “nourishing food.” I also 
appreciate you tackling important issues that I often find our churches avoid-
ing for the sake of political correctness. Apart from my own personal growth, I 
would love to work through the Bible Study Course with my two teen daughters 
in our home school. It looks just like the thing I’ve been looking for to help equip 
them for the world they will one day have to contend with on their own.

S-A.V., Chesterfield, England

A few months ago a friend passed me a copy of his old Good News. My hus-
band and I thoroughly enjoyed reading it and decided to subscribe ourselves. 
This magazine is now our “must read” magazine in the family. The articles are 
concise enough to broaden our understanding of the issues surrounding us as 
Christians, especially with the events now unfolding before our eyes.

Reader, Western Australia

I have found your booklets and magazines to be most enlightening. A great 
many of the mainstream churches seem to focus on the generosity of Christ’s 
character and His ability to forgive. While this is true, I believe we also need to 
focus on our own responsibilities and our need to repent. Thank you for your 
well-balanced beliefs from which we can all learn. 

Reader, Tasmania, Australia

I want to thank you and your whole staff for producing the best spiritual 
magazine in this country—The Good News, a magazine of understanding. It 

is on point because it tells the truth. It is like no other and keeps me up to date 
with world events not only in this country, but around the world. So please keep 
me on your mailing list. 

D.C.F., Bessemer, Alabama

May I say how much I value and appreciate the articles in The Good News 
magazine? Your editorial on the difference between The Good News and other 
magazines like Time highlights your clear, pointed and precise explanations of 
events. Your articles help readers to understand current global events from the 
point of view of Bible prophecy and Bible history. I am praying that The Good 
News will open the eyes of many more around the world. 

S.S., Sri Lanka

The true Christian Sabbath 

Thank you for the piece on the Sabbath. Very few churches today will admit 
that there is no biblical authority for the Sabbath being observed on Sunday 
instead of Saturday. The article on your website makes total sense to me. 

R.B., Internet

I have enjoyed the booklets you have sent me and have found out a lot I 
didn’t know before. I also enjoyed the first lesson of the Bible Study Course and 
look forward to receiving lesson number two. Studying the booklet Sunset to 
Sunset: God’s Sabbath Rest, I’ve been thinking all the time that the Sabbath is 
on Saturday. I now know for sure. 

R.R.C., Randleman, North Carolina

I want to let you know how much I appreciate your website. My background 
has been with the Seventh-day Adventist Church. But I’ve recently been 
studying feast days and their application and importance to God’s people. As 
a result, I’ve branched out to examine and study material from other Sabbath-
keeping churches. I believe that a church’s website can indicate the level of 
life or engagement within a church. I really like what I see about your website, 
including the vast resources, fresh material, DVDs, magazine articles, Bible 
study material and topical studies. I sense the Spirit of God working through 
this Church to reach the world with the message of the Kingdom of God and the 
saving grace of Jesus Christ. In addition there seems to be an internal focus on 
nurturing the faith and biblical knowledge of its members. 

E.G., Internet

I am so thankful I found your website. I recently stopped going to the 
Lutheran Church. I am a member because I didn’t know that Sunday is not the 
Sabbath of the Ten Commandments. I live in a very small town in Pennsylvania 
and don’t know where the nearest Sabbath-keeping church is. Can you help 
me, as I have worshipped alone at home the past three Sabbaths?

J.A., Pennsylvania

I began studying the Bible almost five years ago and have accrued various 
booklets from different sources. But I have often returned to your literature, as 
I find it well presented. It helps me to understand the message within the Bible. 
I have recently begun attending the Sabbath service in Central London and the 
sermons have been a great help in furthering my understanding of the Scrip-
tures. It has also been helpful to discuss Scripture with others in the congrega-
tion. Please find enclosed a donation to the United Church of God. 

H.F.H., Amersham, England

Much information about the biblical Sabbath day is available in our free 
booklet Sunset to Sunset: God’s Sabbath Rest. Readers can download this 
booklet on our website at www.GNmagazine.org/booklets or request it in print. 
Those who wish to observe the seventh-day Sabbath with United Church of 
God members can contact our office or elder nearest to them. Contact informa-
tion for regions around the world appears on the inside front cover of The Good 
News magazine and at the back of our booklets. 

Published letters may be edited for clarity and space. Address your letters  
to The Good News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.,  
or e-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be sure to include your full name, city,  
state or province, and country).

Letters From Our Readers
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Commitment?
Are You Afraid of

Read more at www.VerticalThought.org  

llen was a funny kid, and mak-
ing people laugh became his 
passion. As he got older, 
he followed his passion 
and became an actor and 
comedian. Along the way, 

whenever he thought there was going to 
be a conflict with his spiritual beliefs, it 
worked out each time so he could obey 
God. God kept opening doors for him 
to follow his dream. When he got older, 
Allen moved to New York City and 
started performing with an entertainment 
troupe.

Things were looking up for Allen. But 
the longer he worked with his comedy 
buddies, the more often he had to opt out 
of acting in the videos they were produc-
ing due to content that didn’t fit in his 
relationship with God. It was only a few 
times at first, but over time it became 
more frequent. He got to a point where 

he had a choice to make between what he 
wanted and what he knew God wanted. 
He could see clearly down the road that 
his spiritual life and comedy life would 
be more and more at odds.

And that’s what the fear of commit-
ment to God so often comes down to, 
right? Realizing we have to put our plans 
and desires second and God’s will for our 
lives first.

If you’re having trouble committing to 
God, some perspective will help.

Why fear of commitment?
People talk a lot about commitment. 

Maybe you’re studying hard to get into 
your dream university. Or maybe you’re 
training every day so you can make the 
varsity basketball team. Both require 
lots of time, energy and commitment to 
accomplish.

Sometimes we talk about commitment 

in a different way. You probably know 
people you’d describe as having “commit-
ment issues” because they’re holding  
off on going to college until they feel 
more “ready.” Or maybe they’re afraid to 
commit to the emotional attachment to 
someone else necessary for marriage.

However, some are afraid of commit-
ting to the most important relationship. 
You should ask yourself the question, 
“Am I afraid of committing to God?”

What makes committing to God scary 
for people? Maybe they’re afraid of how 
following God will affect the way they 
live. Or maybe it’s a fear of failure that’s 
standing in the way.

God is committed to you
Here’s another hugely important spiri-

tual commitment question to ask yourself: 
“How can I be committed to God if I 
don’t know whether He’s committed to 
me?” Let’s look at God’s commitment to 
you and me.

Consider what He says through the 
prophet Jeremiah: “For I know the 
thoughts that I think toward you, says the 
Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, 

We live in a commitment-phobic age, and it especially affects 
young adults and teens. Do you have commitment troubles—
especially the most important commitment of all?  by Milan Bizic
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Read more at www.VerticalThought.org  

I
f you like reading our articles for teens 
and young adults in The Good News, 
head over to our Vertical Thought 

website at www.VerticalThought.org 
and subscribe to our e-mail updates!
Here you’ll find video commentaries, regu-
lar blogs and eye-opening articles guiding 
today’s young people in getting the most out 
of life—both now and in the future.

You’ll get to meet interesting people, discover 
what’s really going on behind the scenes in 
our world, learn answers to your questions 
and find practical, down-to-earth guidance 
on many subjects. And when you sign up for 
updates, you’ll be among the first to know!

Visit VerticalThought.org today!
Also visit us on Facebook

Vertical 
Thought.org

to give you a future and a hope” (Jere-
miah 29:11). Peter, one of Jesus’ apostles, 
wrote that you ought to be casting all 
your cares on God, “for He cares for you” 
(1 Peter 5:7).

It gets even better! God is 100 percent 
committed to those He loves. Look at this 
exciting thought that God inspired Paul 
the apostle to write: “And I am convinced 
that nothing can ever separate us from 
God’s love . . . Indeed, nothing in all cre-
ation will ever be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is revealed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39, New 
Living Translation).

No question about it—God is totally 
committed to you and your future!

What are you afraid of?
If you haven’t personally and fully 

committed to following God yet, ask 

yourself what’s getting in the way.
If you’re like Allen and afraid that 

you’ll have to give up your dreams, take 
your worries to God in prayer. Talk to 
Him about your dreams, and ask Him to 
show you a way to accomplish them with 
His blessing. Allen did exactly that, and 
God answered his prayer.

Allen realized that committing himself 
to God must be his number one priority. 
So he asked God to show him how he 

could use his talents to serve and 
honor Him. Now he has a job using 

his creative gifts to serve God—
living his dream while being 
fully committed to God and His 
way of life.

Fear of failure
Fear of failure holds many 

people back from commitment 
—including commitment to 
God. You might think, “What 
if I determined to follow God 
and then find that I can’t live 
by His standards?”

When the Israelites were 
getting ready to take over the 
Promised Land, they were led 
by a man named Joshua. He 

had to face powerful armies and violent 
battles in order to follow God. No doubt 
he was seriously concerned about what 
appeared to be an uncertain future. 
But God encouraged him: “This is my 
command—be strong and courageous! 
Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the 
Lord your God is with you wherever you 
go” (Joshua 1:9, NLT).

God was with Joshua—and He will be 
with you as well when you commit your 
life to following Him and living His way. 
“Be strong and of good courage, do not 
fear nor be afraid . . . for the Lord your 
God, He is the One who goes with you. 
He will not leave you nor forsake you” 
(Deuteronomy 31:6).

Face your fear and trust in God
Lose the fear! Spend time getting to 

know God by studying the Bible and 

praying to Him every day. Recognize 
that He’s totally committed to you and 
your future. Then when your time comes 
to decide to commit to Him, you’ll be 
able to step out on faith without fear of 
failure. And remember the story of Allen: 
You can chase your dreams and please 
God—just make Him a part of your life 
and take your hopes and fears to Him in 
prayer.

God has already committed to you, 
and He’s waiting for your commitment 
to Him. To learn more, be sure to read 
our free booklet The Road to Eternal 
Life.  GN
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Lose the fear! Spend time getting to know God by  
studying the Bible and praying every day. Recognize  
that He’s totally committed to you and your future.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

What does it take to commit 
our lives to God? What does 
He want and expect of us as 
His followers? Where do we 
start? What does He tell us in 
His Word, the BIble? Where can 
you find the answers? You need 
to read our free booklet The Road to Eternal Life. A 
free copy is waiting for you!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.
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   Reader Updates
   Go to www.ucg.org/ GNupdate to sign up for e-mail updates including breaking news, important announcements and more from the publishers of 
The Good News.

Watch the Beyond Today TV program on WGN America!

Sunday mornings
8:30 a.m. Eastern 
7:30 a.m. Central 
6:30 a.m. Mountain 
5:30 a.m. Pacific

here did the Christmas holiday come from? How did it begin, and why? 
Does it really honor Jesus Christ and celebrate His birth, or is there more 
to the story that most people don’t know?

Did you realize that historians (and the Bible) 
agree that Jesus Christ wasn’t born anywhere near Dec. 25? 

Did you know that this particular date was well known 
for its pagan religious celebrations long before Jesus Christ 
was born?

What does a jolly old man in a fur-trimmed red suit (who 
supposedly lives at the North Pole and is 

assisted by elves!) have to do with the 
birth of the Son of God? And what’s up with the flying 
reindeer pulling a sleigh?

How much do you know about the origin of the Christmas 
tree? How did holly come to be connected with the holiday, and 

why is mistletoe supposedly good for kissing? 

Few people know why they believe or do the things they do—especially when 
it comes to their religious beliefs and practices. If you want to discover  
the real facts about the strange history of this popular holiday, request your free 
copy of Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days We Observe? This 
eye-opening booklet is waiting for you!

In this free booklet you can discover the shocking truths about several of 
the world’s most popular holidays. Perhaps even more surprising is how they 
came to be connected with Jesus Christ! For your free copy, visit our website 
or contact any of our offices listed on page 2. 

Visit our website: www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

W

   Reader Updates
    Go to www.ucg.org/gnupdate to sign up for e-mail updates including breaking news, important announcements and more from the publishers of The Good News.

HO, HO, HOAX!


